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ILIAJ)« 



ARGUMENT OF THE THIRTEEimT BOOK, 
■cpcane cufiges on the part of the Oreeiaoa. Tht bkttk proeeeds. Ofeapbotma ftdTaoflei to 

Tc«««rr tl»yi Imbriui. «nd Hf-ftr>T AmphtmaehiUt Krptone, under the tlmilhude of Tbou, 
I Mnmrnwifc hlommctti iMring armed Miwlf in yi leal, and, fidaff fiictii to taltk^ 



with a ipeir. knd tfiry pmcf t <1 to battle. Idompneui ilayi Othryoneut, ant! Aiiai. Deiphobos 
bat, lua apcftr gteocing om luin, kiib UTpeemc. Idomaww alaia < 




BOOK xm. 

W H£N Jove to Hector and his host had given 
Such entrance to the fleet, both hosts he left 
To suffer there the agonies and woes 
Of ceaseless battle, and hb glorious eyes 
Averting, on the land look'd down remote 
Of the horse-breeding Thracians, of the bold 
Close-fighting Mysian race, and where alnde 
On milk sustain'd, and blest widi kngth of ()ayS| 
The Hippomlgi, peaceful, just and 



* Tliejr are taid to have been the onlf people ot Sefthia who 
wtfe not subdued fay Alesaader, baviBg fay a leaioMble eoriiaMy 
mmdf their peace with hfan* The Greek espresdon jumutdtm 
di6r^vw does not meas-^Wfeti ^ wumkM as I readeied it at 
fint, for thef allowed thenuelTes in manf thbgs kconiiflMiptwHh. 
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ILIAD XIIL 10-^8 



No longer now on Troy his eyes he tum'd, 
For qcpectation none widim hb breast • 
Surviv'd, that god or goddess would the Greeks- 
Approach with succour^ or the Trojans more. 

Nor Neptune, soverei^ df As boundless deep,, 
Look'd forth in vain, but seated on the heights' 
0§ Samothracia foiest-crovvnM, stirvey'd 
With wonder thence the tumult of the field ; 
For thence appear'd all Ida, thence the towers 
Of lofty nium, and the fleet of Greece. 
The ocean left, there sitting he dcpior'd 
The vanquished Grecians, and resentment fierce 
Conceiv'd and wrath against all-ruling Jove. 
At once aruing, down the nigged steep 
With rapid strides he came ; the mountains huge 
And forests under the immortal feet 
Of ocean's sovereign trembled as he strode^ 
Three strides lie made, the fourth convcy'd him home 
To ^g».' At the bottom of th' abf», 

tbat character, having their witcsand children and an> except 
their swords and their drink, in eoaonion. But the poet calls them 
jniti and efcn juster than most other nattoiMy either on account of 
their abstinence from flesh, or because, when the Aouunoa oyer*' 
ran Asia, the Htppomolgi refased to join them— V. 

• Xf^a: vf^is the island which i^avc the .tl;^can sea its name. Pt 
lias been asked, and not without some appearance of reason, why 
Neptune chose lo go thither first, when he mij^ht have saved time 
bjcoing directly ta Troy. A question to which no better answer 
is tj^lvcn by the commentators than that Ae wmt to fetch Ai« MVford. 
— B. Perhaps the difficulty might be better solved by saying that 
Homer thus reguUtes his movements, merely for the sake of an 
opportunity to speok of his umple, to place him in bis chanot^and 
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lUAD Xni. 29—52. S 

There stands magnificent his golden fane, 
A dasaling iBOORupatik abode 
Arriv'd, be to iib chariot jom'd hb •teeds 
Swift, brazen- hoof 'd, and man'd with wavy gold ; 
Himself attiring iiext.m gold, he seis'd 
His golden scourge, and to his seat subhme 
Ascendmg, o'er tbe biUova drove ; the whales 
Leaving their caverns, gambol'd on all sides 
Around lum» not unconscious of their king 
The sea ckve wide for joy ; he li^tly flew, 
And with unmoisten'd axle skimm'd the fiood. 
Rapt by his boondiog fiOurseiB soon he reached 
The Grecian fleet. There is a spacious cave 
Deep in the bottom of the flood, between 
Tenedos and the rock-bound Imbrien shore ; 
There Neptune, shaker of the earth, his steeds 
Scatioa'd seouie; he loos'd them from the yoke. 
Gave them ambrosial food, and bound their feet 
With golden tethers not to be untied 
Or broken, that unwandering the) might wait 
Their lord's retupi, then sought the Grecian host.^ 
The Trcjans, tempest-like or like a flame. 
Now, following Priameian Hector, all 
Came furious on and shouting to the skies. 

to send him In a snbUmcr and more poetical style to the place df 
his destination. No man of taste, however, reading the original, 
will judge tbe'^ time lost which Neptune spends in this circuitous 
journey* 

• Imbrus and Tenedos v/cre islands not far distant from Troy, 
lying between the iEgcan sea and the Hellebpuni -B. Sc V. 
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Their liope was to possess tkm fleeti and slay 

Till the kttt Greek should, fifeless, press tlie shmi 

But mighty Neptune, compasser of earth, 
« Appioachiiig, in the form sdA indi Iks foioe 
Loud-ton 'd of Calcha^, rous'd the Argive ranks 
To battle— ami his exhortatkMi irst 
To either Aj«x tank% theiilt^es preparHL 

Ye valiant pair i remember but to fi|^ 
And scorn to If '^-sd shall fe sive us «IL 
In other parts the Greeks shall well suffice 
To check these hoslifts thrangs thst hm smpau'd 
The barrier ; here alone with dread extreiiiS 
1 view them; £00: the maniac Hector, fierce 
As sU-deVouring fire« sod vanntiiig loud 
His origin from Jove, here, leads them on. 
Oh that with words like fheso some power dime 
Would strengthen you, that ye might stand, yourselves, 
And slay the people t Then shoidd HeotorVhope 
To fire the fleet be vain, although himself 
Olympian- Jove incite him to the deod.^ 

So spake the mighty sharker of the<shoreSi 
And, with his sceptre smiting both, their hearts 
Fili'd with fresh fortitude} their Ihnbs the toaoh 

* Thb Ttimt of Hector it nowhere to be found. The oommen* 
tator refers ns to bu with tbat he were as turely the wm of Jni^tsr 
4 and JuDOy as the day on which he spoke shootd prove the but of 
the Grecians ; see his speech at the end of thb bookv— V. Bat 
there is a didbrence between wishing for a privilege and boastbig 
that we possess it. • He niiist be ssppooed therefere to have ex* 
pressed himself to the effect mentioned the poetf thoSgh the es- 
presaion itself be not related. 
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Made agile, wing'd dieir ket and nerv'd their mu^ 
Theo^ miit a3 9toap» ^ £dcoa irom the pcMnt 
Of aonie rodefMsk aubliaBe, when he mold cfaMO 
A 'fowl of other wing along the meads, 
So started Nqptune tbeoee afid diaappear'd. 
OQeoa' aon diaoover'd firat god 
As he wiUxbew, and, inOaot, thus hk ppeech 
To Ajaz, aoD of TeiamoQ, addneaaU 
Since, Ajax, some inhabitant of heaven 
' Ezhoru ua, in the prophet'a fmi, to fig^ 
(For prophet none or «igiir m have aeen ; 
This was not Calchas ; as be went I niark'd 

HiaanepaandkmrUfli; goda are known with eaae.) 

I feel my spirit in my bosom fir'd 

Afresh for battk ; lightness in my lisAbs, 
In handa and feet a glow uofelt beftee. 

To whom the son of Telamon replied. 
My fingcn aleo with a irmer giaap 
EndMnace my spear, my buoyant courage mounts, 
I treadinair, and ieei a fierce deaire • 
To oope wiA Boetav^ queneldeaa rage, atone. 

Thus they, with martial transport to their souls 
Imparted bj god, oooftirVl ctee. 
Mean-dme the king of ocean rous'd the Greeks, 
Who in the near, beside their gallant baita 
Some ieq>ite aouff^ They, spent widi arduous toil, 
Felt not alone their weary limbs unapt 
To batde, but their hearts widi grief oppfeaaM, 
^ing the numerous multitude of Troy 
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8 ILIAD XIII. 105—133. 

• 

Within the mighty barrier ; sad they view'd 

That sight, and bath'd theif cheeks with many a tear, 

Despairing of escape. But Neptune soon 

The lines of every phalanx rous'd to fight. 

First, Teucer and the brave Boeotian chiefs 

Leitus and Peneleus ; Nestor's son 

Antilochus ; Deip}Tus ; the brave 

Merioncs and Thoas, with a tone 

Of stern yet kind reproof he thus address'd. 

Oh blush, ye Grecians ! in your vigorous youth 
I trusted mainly for our fleet's defence. 
If ye renounce the labours of the field, 
Then hath the day arisen of our defeat 
And final ruin by the powers of - Troy. 
Oh I I behold a prodigy, a sight 
Tremendous, deem'd impossible by me, 
The Trojans at our ships ! the dastard race 
Fled once like fleetest hinds the destin'd prey 
Of lynxes, leopards, wolves ; by nature weak 
And indispos'd to war, they trembling fly 
They know not whither ; so the Trojans erst ^ 
Stood not, nor to Achaian prowess dar'd 
The hindrance of a moment's strife oppose. 
But now, Troy left far distant, even here 
They face us ; gathering courage from the fault 
Of Agamemnon, and the people's sloth, 
Who, sullen for Achilles' sake, prefer 
Death at their ships, to war in their defence. 
J3ut if the scorn and haughty disrespect 
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ILIAD XIII. 134— lift. B 

by Agamemnon, sorercign of the Gmk% 
Shoanio Achitteai ware nidbed a cnm, 
OQrdiitjrMiaislfll|Nvteertefleet< - 
Come— heal tfac breach at oQce ; the biaveat mmds 
Afeftadksltofci|^4 nlob minib am jamt 
And your resentment has already given 

Your iHteUeaa might m aim ttto iBD^ a 
I can extom the timid if he shrink. 

But am inceoa'd at ^ My ftiMbi faemre I 
Your tanttneaB ^ prove ene ksn^the 

cause 

Of some iForse eviL Let the dread of shame 
Aftct your haaits^ ob taedMeit Aetftoiq;^ 

Of infemy ! Fierce conEict hath arisen, 

The daumkw Ucdor combats at ahipa 

NbUy, huh foe^d the gates and burst the bar. • • 

With auch ennonnyment the migfa^ king 
Of ocean raiaV liie OmiMu Then, circled soon 
By many a phalanx either Ajax stood, 
Whose,arthr Mam Umadf arriving there 
Had prais'd, or Pallas, patroness of arms, 
* For there tbofaimraf aU czpectBd firm 

Bold Hector m§ hh host ; spear crowded spear, 
Shield, helmet, man, press'd heksec, man and shield^ 
The haiiy crests of their resfilendent casques 
Kiss'd doGe at every nod, so wedg'd diey stood ; 

' The poet intending that Neptune should ajii mad vert with 'rt M 
severity on the conduct of Agamemnon, lias therefore irith great 
propriety given him the form of Calchas, on whom the monarch 
himself has bestowed the sevcreataoiniadvefiioaaintbe begiaQiDg. 
' For this admirable line the tmstetor it iadebted to Mr. FuaeU. 

VOI« II. $ 



to 



No spear mca but in the oaoly gasp 
It qutvei^y aod Adr every wish ivas mat.* ' 

The powers of Uium gave the first assault 
EmbirttJfld ckMe ; tfaem Htttar.kdluiMelf 
Right on, unpetuous a rolling rock 
Destructive » lom by toneot raters off 
From its old lodgement <m tiie mowitam's brow. 
It bounds, it shoots away.;, the craabing wood 
Falls under it ; iH^peiBment ot K ih^ ik 
N(»ie stays its fury, till, the level found 
Attest, thcfo overcome, it rails no move; 
So after many a threat that he would pass 
With ease throMgh ail the Grecian camp and fied 
And stey to the sen brink, when Hector oooe 
Had fallen on those firm ranks, he there stood fast 
And press'd to break them ; bu^by maay a spear 
And fauichion urg'd, with staggering steps retir'd. 
And call'd vocifiemi on tbe host of Troy. 

Trojans, and Lycians, and close- fighting sons 
Of Dardanus, oh stand I not long the Greeks 
wm me confifont, sMmniii^ embodied -dom 
In solid phalanx ; doubt me not ; my spear 
Shall ohase and scatter diem» if Jove, in trutb^ 

' The first rank itood presenting the points of their ImUed 
spetrs against the laoes af theenemf; theaecendy ehiaehehiAd 
Uie first, thmsi fiirvard theirs, which were more than two ells In 
length, each at the right side' of the man before Mm, and die 
spears of the tbbd rank were protnided between themholh ; so 
that three ranges of these weapons were held forth at once. The 
fourth and fifth nudca bore their spears erect, and stood prepared 
to adnnca into the place of any who were slain or disablod^V. 



tLIA0 XIIL 183-.SO». U 

High-thundering mate of Juno, bid me on. ' 

So saying he rous'd the oounge of than all, 
Foremost of' vfham ad?ane*d, of Friam% lioe 
Dei'phobus, ambitious of renown. 
Tripping he came with ahortenM Mepa** hla tet * 
Sheltering behind his buckler ; but with aim 
Exact Merionea hb cpkndid lance . r - 

Dian^flaingreadi'dlnm) his tough lai|^ he atrack 
But ineffectual ; where the hollow wood 
Reorives ih' inserted fanssy the ^uiveriug beaiia 
Snapp'd; then, Deiphobus his shield afar 
Advanc'di)e£ore him, trembling at a apear 
HuilM by Mcriones. He, mor'd afike 
With indignation for the victoiy lost 
And hia braken apear, retveated, firat^ 
Into his ranks, but soon set forth again 
Infirqgress dvMigh th'. Acbaian camp, to aeak 
Its feUow-spear within hia lant reaerv^ 

The rest all fought, and dread the shouts arose 
On all aides. Tekunooian Teucer, fiiat. 
Slew vafiant Imbrius, son of Mentor, rich • • 
In herds of sprightly steeds» • He, ere the Gieeka 
Aniv'd at Ifium, in Pedms dwelt, 
And Priam's spurious daughter had espous'd • 
Medcaicasta, But the gaUant barka 
Of Greece arriving, he retum'd to Troy, 
Where he exceli'd the noblest, and abode 

* ABuar accainQ to renniik co tUs liagttar mode af approach 
fa battle, iriBpreMntkwffliemfter. 
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Wkb Priam, Im^d and hoMiir'd as bb miu 
Him Teueer itee^d bomth hii ev, and |)liick'4 

His weapon bomc ; he fell as falls an aah 

Which (» some moimlm VHibiB ifaiv 

Hewn from its bottom by the woodman's axe 

With all its tender Miage mesti the grouod* 
SoImbriusfeU; loud rang his armoiir bright 
With omamrntai bra^ and Teucer flew 
To adze Ids arma, wfaam haaiiDg to the apoil 

Hector with hi^ resplendent spear assail'd ; 

He, marking^ €ppQailBitajcapidfli|^t, 

Declined it narrowly and it pierc'd the breast. 

As he advanc'd ta iaattle» of the son 

Of Cteatiis of the Adiotiaii noa^ 

Amphimachua ; be, aouadiog, aoiote the plain. 

And all hia batterU anaDor mf aloud. 

Then, Hector swift approaching, would have snatched 

At once the wdl4iqrg*d hefanei Iran the braiiB - 

Of brave Amphimachus ; but Ajax huri'd 

Right jonh at Ikator haating to the spoil 

Hb radiant apear; noirmudiliepeintimpreaa'd, 

For he was arm'd complete in bumish'd brass 

Terrific; but it pierc*d the aolid boa» 

Of Hector's siwcld, aiid with enormous force 

So ahock'd him, thai retiring he lesign'd 

Both bodies, vrluch the Grecians dragg'd aw^y/ 

Stichiua and Meneatbcus, kaders both 

Of the Athenians, to the host of Greece 

* The bodies of loibiiDt apd Aaiptoacka^ 



Bon off Amphim>Aii«i udt imc m anat 

Th' Ajacea, Imbrius. As two Hons betr 
Through thick cntangkittcat oC bough&aad bnkfis 
A goat soatch'd newly from tlK pctwiti^ doga^ 
Upholding high their prey above the ground^ > 
So either Ajvl lernblfi in i|;ht» 
Upholding Imbrius high, his brazen arms 
Toie ofi; and QtUidQa hiji bead 
From bis smooth neck dissevering in revenge 
For slain Amphkeanhusi ihraugb att the hoab 
Sent it with awift rotation like a glc^» 
Till in the dust at Hector's £eet it fell/ 
Then m^M'dskt heart of Ooean'a^kiiigt 

His grandson slain in battle ;^ forth he pass'd 

Thnmi^ tbe jUMatt caiaip and ieet, dieGieeka 
Rounng, and meditating woe to Trof. 
" It cfaanc'd thatlimre Idomeneua returned 
That #0111001 ftm ai CrelMi at tbe kneo 

Wounded, and uewly borne into his tent' 

His friends had borne Ima oi^ and when die chief 

Had given him into skilful hands, he sought 

The field afaifv adtt oovotiag miowik 

' The superiority of the Grecian force sod Talour is eTCJ^. 
where insisted on and Illustrated a thousand ways. Hsctor could 
not even despoil Anaphlwidnn^qf bis helmet) but tke QMcian 
Mips Imbrius of his armour, cuts off his bead and casts it aoMQ^ 
the Trojans. It is observed too that the poet sends it to tbe leet 
oCHectorasiftoreq^roackltewitbbisvtfai atlmpt cnthehd* 
net of AmpbuDftchOB^V, 

* Ampbtmachus. ^ 

• 'lyFvsv properly signifies the hollow behind the knee— B. 
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14 OJAD 3UIL 359— Mf. 

Him tberefore, meeting him on his return, 
Neptune beqnke, but ^ivith the boiraw'd voice 
Of Thoas, offspring of Andrzemon, king 
In Pleiuo and in lo£ly Calydon, 
And honoar'd by th' ^tolians as a god. 

Oh eounselior of Crete ! our threats denounced 
J^gainst the towen of Trof, where are they now? 

To whom the leader of the Cretans, tlius, 
Idomeneus. For aught that 1 perceive, 
Thoas ! no Grecian is this day in fiialt ; 
For we are all wcil disciplin'd } none yields 
To heartkas fear, or is by sloth detained ; 
But, as it seems, Jove wiBs that we should fidi 
Inglorious, distant from our native shores. 
But, Thons ! brave thyself, and ever wont 

* 

To rouse tiie timid, stimulate, as erst. 
The Grecian courage and exert thy own. 

Him answerM, dien, the sovereign of th^ deepc 
Hetum that Grecian never from the realm 
Of Troy, Uomeneus ! hot msiy die dogs 
Feast on him, who sliall this day intermit 
Through wilful negligence has force in fig^t 1 
Haste— arm— -and join me. Neither thou nor I 
'May tarry more. Some good may crown the toils 
Of only two. The feeblest and the worst 
Find strength in union ; and our force in arms 
Uq& foii'd, ere now, the bravest and the best. 

So Neptune spake, and, turning, sought again 
The toilsome held. Ere long, Idoraeneus, 



' i 

Amving in his apacMMiB teot, put od 

His radiant armour, and, two spears m hand, 
Set forth like lightniDg which Satunuan Jove 
From bright Olympus shakes into the air. 
Dazzling all eyes ; a sign to men below. 
So beam'd the hero's armour he ran. . 
But him, ere he had left his tent afar, 
Retumii^ from the field to seek a spear* 
Merioiies, his iellow-warrior, met. 
When thus the brave Idomeueus began. 

Swift SOD of Mdus I chosen companion dear! 
Wherefore, Meriones ! hast thou the field 
AbandoD'd? Art thou wounded? Brii^'st thou home 
Some pointed nusduef in thy flesh infixt? 
Or com'st thou sent to me, who of myself 
The still tent covet not, but feats of arms? 

To whom Meriones discrete replied. 
Chief leader of the mailparm'd Cretan host 
Idomeneus! if yet there be a spear 
Ldt in thy tent, I seek one ; for, in fight 
With fieice Ddphobus, I strove in va'm 
To penetrate his shield, and snapp'd my own. 

Then answer thus the Cretan chief retum'd 
Valiant Idomeneus. If spears thou need, 
Within my tent, rcclin'd against the wall, 

a 

* An inquisitive reader perhaps may ask, why Meriones chose 
. to go on this errand himself ? The answer is, that had he sent an- 
other, he must have remained inactive till his return, and that he 
opuld trust himielf for despatch, but not a messenger.— V. 
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1& lUAD X^lil. '3L3-^9. 

Not one alone, but twenty thou wilt find, 

All Trcjan spears, and Iskea io tlie field 

FitNn TrcjMs shn hif ihfti ftif dlitMt ^S^^ 

Me suits not; therefore In my tent liave I 

Both spem and bamy sUoUa^ with bnmn lamufnei 

And corslets bri^t that smile against the san.' 

Him answer'd, then« Meiiooes discrele. 
I also, at my noaitmui my ftM|» 
Have many Trojan spoils, but they are hence 
Fardiatant laotteHyMlf tiun tfaM 
. Am eTcr mindfol c£ a warrior's part. 
And when the din of g^ious arms is heard^ 
F^^;fat u the van. If oiftttr Gucdka «i|r deeds 
Know not, at least I judge them known to thee. 

To whom the kadar of Oia host of Cicte 
Idomeneus. I know thy valour weH, 
Why spcakest thus to me ? Since, chose w^ forth 
Thb day an aadmsh of the bnmil Graaks* 
(For in the ambush is distinguish'd best 
The courage ; there^ the tiflMWona and die bold 
Plainly appear ; the dastard changes hue 
And shifts from place to place, nor can he calm 
The feara thit shake his trembtti^ liadM» butttta 
Low-crouching on his hams, while in his breast 
Quick palpitates his death-foreboding heart, 
And hb teeth chatter; but the valiant man 
His x>osture shifts not i no excessive fears 

« The walls ioModed arc said to be the wsUs c£ tbe paiMgc 
leading ialotlw tentr- B. V. 



Feds he* but soled owe in unlnidi, deenn 

Time tedious till the bloody fight begin) 
Even there» thy coonge ahoold no Uane Ineur; 
For 8hotild*8t thou, toiitng in die fight, by spear 
Or faulchion bleed, the weapon should not pkroo 
Thf neck beinnd, nor yet thy back snDoy* 
But it would meet thy bowels or thy chest 
While thou didst rush into the damorous van. 
Haste the»-*-«e nay not k>nger knier beve 
As children prating, lest some sharp rebuke 
Reward us. £nier quick, and fom within 
My tent provide thee with a noble spear. 

Then, swift as Mars» Meriones produced 
A brazen spear of those witliin tlie tent^ 

And instant kiiidling with heroic fire 
Follow'd Idomeneus. As gory Mara 
By Teriour foUdur'd, Ins own dauntless son 
Who quells the boldest heart, to battle moves ; 
From Thrace against the It^p^yri tliey arm,* 
Or hardy PMegyans, and by both invok'd. 
Hear and grant victoiy to which they please, 

• Four different cides bore the name et Epbfre. One wee fai 
Tiieiiel]r> e tccoed in Epini9» e third in Elii, end the fourth wee 
Cnrinch. Aoeotdhigie Apeiloderlitftta Theeiaiin EpIqpMieii^ 
tended here, the inhabitentt of which weie called tikeiHsethe Cieap 

whniiii B» & V* 

The Phlegyens were the people of OortjrQftt a fece of free> 
booterf, terrible to thefar neighiMnirs end to Thebes eepedelly. 
Ampbioni therefore, with the harp given Urn bf the iftns^ 
charming the stones into his seryice; built the TliebBo will es a 
defence egsunst thenu*— B. 8e V. 

VOL. It. 3 



Soch, brighl ia irou Mokoes, and such 

Idomeneus advanc'd ; when foremost thus 
Meriooes iiis wacUke chief atidjcess'd.' 

Son of Devcajion I vhcsiie in^'at tbou niiMt 
To enter into battle ? On the right • . 

Of all the host? or thcough the oentralraiilu? 
Or OB the left? fiarnovliere I accomit 
Our aid so needful to the Gredks as there. 

Then answer thus Idomeiieua ictum'd, 
Chief of the Cretans. Otliers stand to g^ard 
The middle fleet; the Telanoniao chief, ^ 
• A jax the swift, and Teticer, prime of dl 
Achaia's sons to wing the deadly shaft,. 
And bimve in close cncoanter. These will Jtaak 
Sufficiently the most impetuous force 
.Of Priameian Hedsf ; bum his rage 
How fierce soever, he shall find it haidi 
With all his thirst of victory, to quell 
Their firm resistanoe, and to fire the fleot, 
Let not Satumian Jove cast down from heaven 
Himself a flamiiig bnnd into the s^{a» ..^ 
Highptowering Trhmonian Ajax yidds 
To no mere mortal by the common gift 
Of Ccies iiourish'di and whose fiesh the (BfOtf 

^ When they foaght in puns one of the heroes was alwtys lub* 
oidioate to the other and in some sort his senrant. Meriooes bore 
that relation to Idomeneus and is therefore called his Btfmiimh 
The same order is observable in the nmile. Idomeneus b com- 
pared to Bflars Hmaelf, and Meriones to Terrour the son of MarSf 
hh fitthcr^s SttCDdant In the Beid of battle. 
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Can pcnetMci^ of nAy fragment braiBe ; ' 

Even before that breaker of the ranks ' 
Adiillcs, umi[^NdFd would Ajax stiiid 
In single combat, though less swift than he. 
Tuniy theiefore, to the kft, that we may learn 
At once, if glorlotts death, or life be oars. 

He ceas'd, and, thither, with the speed of Mars 
Hasted Meriones, tiU bodi armr'd. 
Seeing the Cretan, terrible as fire, 
Advance to battle^ with his bold compeer, 
And both aH brigiie in arms, die nnfcs of Trojr 
Assail'd them witli an universal shout, 
And at the kft^waid ships tbe fight bcgaq. 
As when shrill winds blow vehement, what time 
Dust deepest spreads the ways, by warring blasts 
Upborne a sable ohrod stands in the aii*, ^ 
Such was the sudden conflict ; equal rage 
To stain wkb gore the lance nil'd every breast* 
Horrent with qohrering spears die fiftal iidd 
Frown'd on all sides ; the brazen flashes dread 
Of numesolia hetaets, eotdets ftirbiab'd bright, 
And shields refulgent meeting, dldTd the eye, 
And tum'd it dark away. Stranger indeed 
.Where he to feu*, who eoold that strife have iriew'd 
With heart elate, or spirit unperturbed.* 

• With much confidence but noL very happily the French critic 
Terrason observing on this passage says — 

Quelquc licence qu' Homere sc soil donnc dans sa Poesie, la ne- 
cessity, ou du nioins la commodit6 de son Vers 1' a jett6 dans des 
cooiiusioQs bien plus gnod o * tmdj^ Qui «At,ce 
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Two mighty sons of Saturn adverse parts 
Took in that contest, purposing alike 
To many a valiant warrior heavy woe. 
Jove, for the honour of Achilles, gave 
Success to Hector and the host of Troy, 
Not for complete destruction of the Greeks 
At Ilium, but that glory might redound 
To Thetis thence, and to her dauntless son. 
On the other side mean-time, his hoary realm 
Left secretly, the king of ocean stirr'd 
The Greeks to battle, whom he griev'd to see 
O'erpower'd by Trojans, and with anger fierce 
Against the Thunderer burn'd on their behalf. 
Alike from one great origin divine 
Sprang they, but Jo^ e was elder, and surpass'd 
In various knowledge ; therefore when he rous'd 
Their courage, Neptune, to elude his eye, 
Mix'd with the Greeks in semblance of a man. 
Thus, these immortal two, straining the cord 
Indissoluble of all- wasting war 
Pttween them, girded with it both the hosts,' 
And loos'd the joints of many a warrior bold. 
Then, hailing loud his followers^ though himself 

qui pcnse a !t rtjouir en voyant un combat ? Et est-cc d'un autre 
Csjii uit olijei dc Trutease proprcment dite I 

Dissert : sur Tlliadc, Part iv. c. 6. 
He considered not that the nejjative often, with rhetoricians and 
pot;ls>, expn bscs niorcthanihe affirmative. — So Virgil— ^n.vi. 393. 
Arc \v'i6 Akidcn mc turn Utaiut eunicm 
Accvpisse. C. 

' Tanquam circumjecto June vi arctum conetringcbant. C 
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Half gray witb age, IdMueneut well nigh 
Repuls'd the Trojaas at his first assault. 
Skying OthiyoooiM. ]ie» firVl whh hopes 
Of high renown in arms, had left oi late 
Cabesus.^ Pr kn^s daugbtec iak be woo'd 
Cassandn, bm no imf^ gift vouelinf'd 
To offer, save a sounding promise proud 

To cfaaie, Mnieel^ tewever kMlb to giH 

The Grecian host, and to deliver Troy.* « • 

To him aMcnting» Friamy aacieni kii^t 
Asaor^d to him luf wish, Md in the ftidi 
Of that assuraoce confident, he fought.' 
Idomencos the nalking bniggMt eyed. 
And through his core's inefectnal gnsfd 
Transpierc'd his naveL On his sounding arms 
He o*^ whomithsooaqucfor teft rejoioU* 

Now, brave Othryoneus ! I will confess 
That thou ait morethin moitsl, iS thou yidd 
To ancient Priam sli diy promise aid. 
He promised thee his daughter. From ourselves . 
Accept like pKoauWy and whkh no event 

- * Cabestis wts a city on the bankt of the HeUespoot^V. 

* It was customary for the suitor to pay the dower.— V. 

• His stipulation for the daughter of Priam as the price of his 
services in the field, is noticed by the commentators as evidence of 
his being a barbarian, no instance of a treaty so mercenary being 
ever found among the Grecians. — V. But the commentators, Gre- 
cians themselves, discover always a laudable partiality to their 
countrymen. A modern reader will rather judge that Othryoneus 
had in him a becoming portion of the spirit o| chivalry) and 
pimaled by a opaiiaDtry that did him honour. 
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Shall ever frustrate. Agamemnon makes 
The loveliest of Us lovilf d itpgh t c f i fkintf 
And she shall iiaste from Argos at his call. 
Make thou tbe apoib of sikndid Iliii^ onor 
Come—- follow roe. We fgnt no sciRtjr dower. 
And at the ships shaUL settle best the terms* 

So saying, Ae hero diagg'd Urn hf Jds heel 
Through all the furious iGght His death to avenge 
Anus on foot befcie hbsSstdsadfiiic'dt 
Which, whercsoc'd he raov'd, his charioteer 
Kept breathing ever on his seek behind* 
Widi fierce desim tlw Jbeait «f Asnis bwniVl 
To smite the Cretan, who beneath his chin 
Him wounded fir«t, and iirg^d the we^pois ttiimiC^. 
He fell, as some green poplar ialis, or oak, 
Qr loffy idne^ 4»y mvsl sitiil^ hen 
With new-edg'd axes on the mountain^ aidew 
So^ his teeth grinding, and the hkMidy dus^ 
Clenching, before hb ofaarioe aid his eleeds 
Extended, Asius lay. His charioteer 
(Ail lecoUeotioa kit) sMt faDk^ntuna'd, 
Nor dar'd for safety turn his steeds to flight. 
Him bold Antilochus right throned the waist 
Transpierced; his mail sufficed not, but the spear 
Implanted in his midmost bowels stood. 
IVoro his resplendent chariot down he UXi 
Panting, and young Antilochus the steeds 
prove captive tence into the host of Greece. 
Tiien came Deiphobus by sorrow urg'd 
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For Asius, and, smaU interval between, " 
Huii'd at.Idonmeiu \m §^itteriiig knee; 
But he, fopeaedng its approach, tht point 
Eluded, cover'd whole by his round shield 
Of hides and bm by dqnbte bek siiilBl^ 
And it flew over him, but on his targe 
Glancing, ciioited a tinkling sound* ' 
Yet left k not b vain Hi vigoroos graap, 
But pierc'd the liver of Hypsenor, son 
Of Ifippaaitti ao j^oro'd, it QDM he died, ^ 
And measarefois exalting in hia fiiH 
Deiphobus vcith mi^^ vchcc exclaim'd. 
Not unaveaigU Saa Aaina ; thmgfaheaedt 

Hellas iron portals, yet shall he rejoice, 
For I have given him a condoctpr boaM.* 
So be, wboae vaunt dKCfodkaiadlgiiaiitlieanl; 
But of thea all to anger most he rous'd 
Antilochua, niai, ifaougb dialRaa'd, bia finend 
Neglected not, but, running, shielded him. 
And brave Alastcjr with Meakteua, aoa 
Of Eduui, bore hia& to die toot of Greece 
With many a groan, for of their band was he/ 
Nor yet Uamaneva bia wariike lage 

* The triumph of Dtiphobus on this occaMori, it is obsei'ved, is 
intended as a reproach to him by the poet. He lias neither killed 
the man at whom he aimed, nor a pci i>on of any considerable note, 
and his success, such as it was, was merely casual ; yet he set* 
no bounds to his exultation^V. They who make a loud boaat 
of ;imall matters have not been accustomed athieve great o^es* 

4 

< HypKnor. 



Remitted aHght^ bvt,|)erseveriiig strove 
Either toqiiiiiige,§|qiu^:Tn^^ ia cbc ^bii^ 
Or fall himself $ac tlie Acfanai^i' sake.* . 
Then skw^^be brave Alcathous the son 
Of JEaiytt^ andttte aooMQ^OT 
Of old Anchises, who to him had given 
Th^rjcUpt-lxHa.df aliiiU dai^ 
HippadaiDiB ; dnAf lov'jd was abe 
By both her parents in her virgin state/ 
For that ia beaolgr aheMrpaas'd, ia woifcs 
Ingt;nious, and in faculties of mind 
AU her coevals ; wherefore she was deem'd 
WeU wortihy of the noblest pnpwe of Trof. 
But him that moment Ocean's king subdued 
Under Idoineneiis» his ladiaiit eyes 
Dimming) and fenering hb propordoii'd linibt. 
All power of flight or to elude the stroke 
Forsook him, and while .niotk»lesB he stood 
As stands a pillar tall or towering oak, 
The hero of the Cretans with a spear ; 
TranslixM his middle chest He split die mail 
Erewhile his bosom's faithful guard ; shrill r^i^ 
The ahiver'd brass ; he soonding M ; the beam 
Implanted in his palpitating heart 
Shook to its top» nor rested till he died. 

• The commentator observes that he fout^ht in the true spirit 
of a Grecian! desiring to die for hi& coiintrymcn.^V. 

"* This aeeau to be the meaning of h ^Myi^ &o expression shiip 
liar to that of Dcmosthcnea in a parallel case-*Sr< (4*v Snm* 

^ 3oa Sotenfelbiiigam* 
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l*hen loudly vaunting cried the king of Crete. 

IVhat thinks Deiphobufl, vam boosler^ nowt , 
Seem not the Greeks, tiiree warriors slain for one. 
To yidd thee just amends ? else, stand thyself 
Against me; kam the irakHir of a duef 
^ The progeny of Jove ; Jove first begat 
Crete's giulrffian^ Minos, from whkh idmoB spiaiig 
Deucalion, and from fam'd Deucalion, I ; 
I, sovereign of the numerous race of Crete's 
Extensive iste, and wliom my galleys bmigfat 
To these your shores at last, that I might prove 
Thy curae, thy &ther's, and a corse to Trof. 

He spake ; Dei'phobds nncertain stood 
Whether, retreating, to engage the help 
Of some hennc Trojan, or himsdf 
To make the dread experiment alone. 
At lengtli, as his discreter course, he chose 
To seek JEncast hhn remotest 
And in tiie rear of all Troy*s host he found; 
For he resented evermore his worth 
By Priam recompensed with cold neglect.' 
Approaching him, in accents whig'd he said^ 

-fineas ! If thy Msler's husband aliare 
Thy least regard, delay not, but, with me, 
Fly to deiicnd Aksathoos. In his arms 
He fondled once, and fed thee at his board, 

* HeitiaUu>liaTebMn jealomof himonaccoimtof biignMt 
popularitf , and to have diacooiitenaiiced him, fearing a ccaiipirt-* 
cy in bis fiivoar to the pnjudice of his own finuly^V. 

tOl t. 4 
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But thou ludt lost him, the spear that gaivr 
Tlie deadly wound Idomeii^us employed. 

So saying, he rous'd his spirit, and on fire 
To eombat with the Gretan, forth he sp^g. 

But fear bciz'd not Idomcneus as fear 

May seize a nursling boy ;^ resoiv'd lie stood 

As in the mountains, conscious of hb force. 

The wild boar waits a coming multitude 

Of bobtenms hunters to his kme retreat; 

Arching his bristly spine he stands, his eyes 

Beam fire, and whetting his bright tusks, he buma 

To drive, not dogs alone, but men t6 (light; 

So stood the royal Cretan, and ficd not. 

Expecting brave ^ncas ; yet his- friends 

He snrnmon^d, on Ascalaphus his eyei 

Fastening, on Apharcus, Deipyrus, 

Meriones and Antilochus, all bold 

In battle, aud in accents wing'd exclaim'd. 

Help, O my friends ! ^neas comes; dismay'd 
I wait him here alone ; for weH he knows 
To 5trc\v tlie field with bodies of the slain, 
And, in his bloom of youth, that 'wMage bears 
For which I fear him most. Myself am old 
And worn with battle ; eke would 1 decide . 
Thb strife this moment, and to him bequeath. 

• The original word rnXvytrt properly signifies the boy bom 
last of all his lather's children ; such, the coinmcntator remarks, 
being almost always puny, require a more tender treatment, and 
arc th.crcloi c seldom, in malurcr years, well qualified for great 
exploits.— "V. ^ 
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Immortal fiine, lor make Ae prize my omu 
He said ; tbcy all unaoimous apfNroach'd, 
Sloping dieir«hielda» and stood. On the other »de 

aids /Eneas caU'd, with eyes toward 
Pariay Dd'phobua, Agenor* tura'd» 
His fellow- wan iors bold ; them follow'd aii 
^Their peo^ as the pastured flock the ram 
To water, by the shepherd seen with joy 
Such joy iEjieaa ielt, ai aigbt of all 
That numerous host ao ready in his aid* 
Then, for Alcathonusy into contest close 
Ann'd with k»g spears they niah'd; on eveiy breaat 
Dread rang the brazen corslet, each his. foe 
Assailing opposite ; buttwo» thereat 
Surpassing far, and terrible as MarSf 
iEneas and Idomeneus, alike 
Fanted to pierce each odicr* First, Ina spear 
^neas at the royal Cretan aiiu'd. 
Who, wam'd of ita approach, eseap'd, add, huri'd 

With no effect though by a forceful arm, 

iEneas' hulce stoo^ quivenog in the soil 

Not so the Ctetan ; al his wMst he pierc'd 

Qenomaiis,, his hollow corslet clave, 

And in hb aidmoat boweia drench'd the spear ; 

Down fell the chief, and dying, clencb'd the dust, 

* Because, it is said, llic sheep, when they drink most, faUed 
most, and grow fat the soonest ; it is also considered as a symp- 
tom that they arc sound and in good hcalih if ihey drink often. — 
V. But Uiii> 1 cmui Iv must be liiuilcd to the sheep of hot couii- 
(fiet and couutrics subject to loog-coniiaucd drought. 
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His massy spear in haste the king of Cede 

Pluck'd fron the 4tadt tat «£ Iw niiv* 

Despoil'd him not, by numerous weapons ur^d ; 

For 110W9 tune-woniy be pQuid no longer malbs 

Brisk astty, spring to foUonr hb OTn^fW, 

Or shun another, or by swift retreat 

Vanish from bMle, iMtdiecvi)^ 

W^ed in stationary fight alone. 

At him retiring, therefsre, sfc^ bf Ktop 

DeipholMit, who M with biltnntlMte 

Long time pursued him, huii*d his splendid lancei 

But yet again en on eoo a ; Ipr he pmU 

Aacalaphus nialcad, the son ef Man ; ' 

Right throu|;h his shoulder driven, the stormy spear 

On earth outstretch^ hta, and he deachVi llK^Mtif ' 

Nor iiny tidings reachM as yet the car 

Of the hoainr-tfaroated Marsv that his uwu aoB 

In bloody fight had fidkn ; fer on the heig^ 

Olympian over-arch'd with clouds of gold 

He am, v^hcr^aat ilie odwr poirers dmnei 

Prisoners together oi the wiii of Joyc«* ' 

Mean-time, for alain Asoalapbu arose 

Conflict severe ; I>d|)hob«a had snaleh'd 

His splendid casque, but swift as fiery Mats 

Merioms tnmpirc'd his. upp^ ann^ 

* It mzf Beem Btrange to Qt who m indebted to revelatloii for 
more adequate notions of Deity, iheit Mars, being a god, sbooM be 
Teiireaeiited as davlDg iwed of ioliDniiadoa fmm another that hi^ 
eon was slain. But Homer's godtf imnonality excepted, difitir 
litUe from the race of man. 
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And frgm hb^fama 4mnk jeH ftm nmrnMuj^ spoiL • 

Then, like a vulture, dacted he again 
Tcywaidlimi, fkwk*4 fab nqptn faoi the wmwi. 
And mingled with his band. The couqucror gouc, 
PoKites casting lib^iftmal anas 
Around Ddpfaclmt, coiitertei fir 
From that tumykuoua scene die dn>oping chief^ 
TiU where Ilk dharioinr fab eoinm M 
Behind the hindmost battle, he arrived. 
Thence, groamng, fiumfaig, bbeding as he went. 
From fab fieah fPmnd, tktf wfairi^ him baok to Trof. 
Still nig'd the war, an4 infinite arose 
The cbmoiir. ApfasreiM, Caklor'a aon^ 

Turning to face iEncas, deep within 

Hb tfamt die here'a pointed knoe rooav'd* 

Widi head rectinM, and bearing to tfae groimi 

Buckler and helmet with him, in dark shades 

Of sota-diimmg death InvciWd, beftIL - 

Antilochus, as Thoon tum'd to flight. 

With quick p rev e ntive vpur pioti^'d £artbthe vein 

IVfaidi fipom die dune asoenda mto ifae neck, 

Through all its length ; with arms outstretch'd in vaia 

To hb om fao8t» adiune fae AM and dbd.' 

Fwth sprang Antilochus to strip his arms, 

But watch'dy mean-time, the Trojana, who an cioiwda 

Eodrcling him, fab qibndid bncUer broad 

* TliiivtiBOTigiMimiDtiMlivav aacendi «a the right M« «l 
tliB ipbe, iiawi a t to tie mu M toaa e wbicb fepafaiM tte heart 
and tangt, ind ihenca reacliea to the naclb—V. 
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Smote <^t, but none with ruthless poiot pccvaU'd 
£veo to inscribe Ike tkiii of Neitor's son, 

Whorp ocean's god and govcrnour, amid 

Tmwimrrable dyte kept stiU aecure. 

Yet never fiom Ms foes he shnnk, bitt&e'd 

From side to side ; nor idle slept his spear, 

Which, Aiftii«ofthis«im, he tHm'd and tum'd 

From side to side, now, menacing to pierce 
The more remote, and now, the m^arer fop. . 
Nor poss^ his daiuilless purpose unpecedv'd 
Iby Asius son of Adamus, who p|erc*d. 
In close gsaauit^ the centre of ius M ^w H i 
But Neptune azore^hair'd so dear a life 
Denied to Adamas, and rendered vain 
The weapon; fiart within his buckler stood 
Like a seer'd truncheon, and the remnant felL^ 
Then Adamas^ for bis own life akrm'd. 
Retired ; but as he wenl^ Meriqnes ' 
Him reaching with his lance, between the shame 
And nav4 piein*d him, where the stroke of Mars 
Proves painful most to miserable man.' 
There coter'd de^ the weafnn; down he fell. 
And in the d^St lay pantLig as an oz 

^ In the original like a seer^d ttake $ for the peuants instead 
•|«m vied itakts of tiM»iHWDod» which tbegr cho^ for the htxA-. 
beu of it, and hardened ttiU more bjr aeering it^V. 

' It is obsci'Tcd by ihe Scholiast that they who tap for the dropsy 
never make the wound below the navel, on account of the spasmo* 

die eflPect that would immediately follow ; the abdomen abounding 
with nervc^,, and being} Tor that reason} exquisitely sensible o( 
paiii. ii. & V. 
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Among the mountains pants by peasants held 
In twisted bands, and draggM perforce along ; 
So panted Adamas ; but soon he ceas'd ; 
For brave Merionesi approadiing, pludL'd 
Tlie weapon forth, and darkness yeil'd Ms eyes. 
Helenas, with his huge broad Thiacian blade^ 
Struck down Deipyms. The pondcrous'sled 
Fell on his temple. Driven from its hold 
Hb helmet flew, and roll'd, dtt at hb feet 
Some Grecian found and kept it ; but involved 

♦ 

In death's dim shades its hapless owner fej* 

Grief at diat spectacle die boatrni ttPd 

Of valiant Menelaus ; lugh he shook 

Hb radiant spear, and threatening fakn» adfanc'd 

On royal Helenus, who ready stood 

Widi his bow bent Thejr met ; ilnpadent, one, 

To give his pointed lance its rapid course, 

And one, to start his arrow from the nenrt. 

The arrow of the son of Priam struck - 

Atrides' hollow corslet, but the reed 

Gfanc'd wide. As vetches or as swardiy beans 

Leap from the van and fly athwart the floor 

By sharp winds driven, and 1^ llid winnower's foice^ 

80 from the corslet of the glorious Greek 

Wide- wandering flew the bitter shaft away. 

But Meadaus the left-hand tran^ieic'd 

* The Thmlaas were famous for the ase of ewords unooBk- 
monly ponderous, and such a aword might caaily come Into poi^ 
iewkm of Helenus, either borrowed or purchased from an all^ flf 
that coimtry^V. 
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Of Hdenuv and witb the lancet point 

Fast fix'd it to his hotv ; he, shunning deolhy 
Into the centre of hb phoianx'd inenda 
Retir'd, his arm dependetit at'Ma side. 
And traitiagt aa he went^ the ashen beam ^ 
There bold i^enor from Ae spear rdeas*^ 
And folded diick his hand \vith softest wool, 
By his attendant's quiltBd sUng snpplied*' 
Then sprang Pisander on the glorious prince 
The aon of Atmi% but his evS firte 
Beckon'd hhn ao Ins death in conffict IfercCy 
Oh Menelausy mighty chief ! with thee. 
And now they met, small interval between* 
Atrides hurl'd his weapon, and it err'd. 
Pisander with hb spear stmck full the MM 
Of glorious Menelaus, but his force 
Resisted by the stubborn buckler broad 
FailM to transpieroe it, and the weapon fell 
Snapp'd at the neek. Yet leap'd Pisander's heart 
Withm him, for he deem'd the victory won. 
But Menelaus, drawing his bright blade, 
Spnmg on hias, wlule Pisander from behind 
His buckler drew a brazen battle-axe 
By its long ha& of polish'd alive- wood. 
And bodi chieft struck togetlier* 'He die crest 
That crown'd the shaggy casque of Atreus' son 

^ The centre of their sfingt vat wedded with the tseit «aal« 

which yielding to the pressiure of the ttooey efibrded it a eecare - 
lodgement till the moment ef diefldiMon.— 
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Hcw'd frooi its bsNs^ iMilk ItfcQdMift 

In his sv\ ift onset on the forehead smote 
« Where noa^ and fbtehmk join i loud ccash'd the booe 
And lu8 eyes both fett Sdoocty at Im ftet 
Convolved with puin he lay, and on his breast 
Atrides setting Int hia heel, tat off 
His armour, and exulting thus began. . 

So shaU ye leave at kqgth the Giecian fleet. 

Traitors; and never aatiaied widi war ! 

Nor want yc other guilt, dogs and profane I 

But nte have in|iir'dakQ^ and defied 

Th' avenging wrath of hospitable Jove, 

Who shall in time bring dowo. your lofty towers* 

I wrong^ not you, yet boR ye fiir avay « 

My youthful bride who welcomed you, and stole 

My tieasnies alao^ and your wish is now 

To bum Achaia*s galknt fleet with fire 

And slay her heroes; but your furious bent. 

To battk fdi^H b? ehaekU Oh fadier Jovol 

Thee wisest we account in earth or heaven. 

Yet this is all thy work ; for ah, how kind 

Art thou to thb Isgidous people, strong 

In wickedness alone, and whose deliight 

In war and bloodshed never can be doy'd. 

All pleasures breed 8^tiety, sweet sleep, 

Soft daliiaoce, music, and the graceful dance. 

Though sought with keener appetite by most 

Than bloody war ; but Troy still covets blood; 

So spake the royal chief, and to his fiiends 
Vol. it. s 



PiaandeHs goqr apoas iwiwigniBg^ fcr 

To mingle in the foremost fight again. . 
Hioi» nexty HarpaUon, oflBipna^ oC Uie king 
' Fylsmencs asaaiPclt iHiacame %b Trof 
Following his sire, but oeYcr theoce retum'd/* 
He, from small dialance, smote the centml boas 
.Of Meuelaus' bucidcr witb bis lanoe, 
BatwaatiiigpoiicrtoiNeroe.it, witiiaiieye 

Of cautious circumspection, lest perchance 
Some spear 

But him retiring widi a braaen aklift 

Merioncs pursued; swift flew the dart 
« To hi&right buttock» stipp'd beneath the boo0, 

Hib bladder graz'd and started through before*^ 
There ended his retreat; at ooce he sank 

« 

And like a worm lay on the gromu), hia fife 

Exhaling in his ieUow-wan'iors' aro^^ 

* Another Pylxmencs iii mentibned in the fifth book, and H<k 
mer's persons are frequemiy WfaaofWUfn, Two charioteers M 
11 a m e d E u ryniqioih Agamemnon's 9m» the pikv Nffpior's. Two 
heralds, Eurybatcs ; that of Ulysses one, Againeninon's the oth- 
er. Three Adrasti ; one slain by DiomedCt one by Meneiavs, and 
die third by Patroeltta. Two m csttad AcMoaiy om the son of 
Euaorusyone of Aoienor. Twoi Attynoass ona Mn by Hio* 
■lede, the othcri charioteer to Polydamas. Threo» Thoon ; one 
slam' by Dioinedc; oiie 6y tJlys9es» the thh^ hf Andhichas. 
Tlirec, Melanippus ( one tshortod by Hoettr to attack tho shipH 
one slaio by Teiicer, a thurd by Patroolus. Two, OpbeksMOf 

^ one slain by Eurypylus, ooe by AJaz, Ice. Sco. acCd— >V. 

* It is not the only wound of tho hind gifon by Mtsriaoes. Tho 
part mentioned seems to hate been his fatoofito mark. Hia 

Scholiast even e^terve* that aljnQ^ all hi» voundi are given tk0t» 

V. 
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And soaking with his sable blood the plain. 
Afound him flockM hk^ FftpMagomans b<^ 
And in his chariot placing drove him back 
To JBxm, among whom hb &ther went 
Weeping, but never saw Us deodi aveng^. 

Him slain with indignation Paris %iew'd|. 
For he, widi nmooKiWS Pttpblagonlans more « 
His guest had been ; he, therefore, in the thirst 
Of ircngeanoe, sent a braien arrow forth. 
There was a certain Gfcreek, Euchenor, son 
Of Po^ndes the soothsayer, rich 
And of great' woftii; and who hi Corindi dwdt 
He, knowing well his fiite, yet sail'd to Troy* 
For Poljndea oft, his revencnd sire. 
Had prophesied that he should either die 
By some dire malady at home, or, slain 
By Trojan hands, amid the deet of Greece.* 
He, tlierefore, vigUant alikic .to guard 
Hb honour, and to shiw that dire disease, 
Had joined the Grecian host ; . him Paris pierc'd 
The ear and law Hfnfa t^ : at once he llBiL 
And instant darkness overspread his eyes. 

So lag'd the battle like devouiing fire. 

« 

* Both the iiftther and the son, it is observed, gave proof oi a 
resolute Tinue ; the son, who came tu ihc siege foreknowing his 
doom, and the father who permitted him. — V- 

There was, nevcriiicless, a difference between his case and tliat 
of Achiiies. Achilles knew that long life awaited him if he con* 
tiDued at hove, but Euchenor, that his li^e wpiUd be short at apy 
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But Hector dmr to love not yet iiid lduii^ 

Nor aught surmis'd the havock of his host 

Made on the left; where vletDiy cmm^ wett Mg^ 

The Grecians, animated to the fight ' • 

By Neptune seconding himself their arfos. 

He, where he first had sbrled tfarough the gato 

After dispersion of the shielded Greeks 

Had fought, nor kit the apoC Dit giiky» dm 

Of Ajax and ntHesHads stood 

Updrawn above the hoaiy deep ; the wbU 

IVas there of humblest stfocture, and tht imafc 

And warriors there conflicted furious most* 

Th' Epean there and litonHin bond' 

Long.rob'd, die Ph^n^,* Locrians, and dM boU 

Bceotians checked the terrible assault 

Of Hector aH activity and fire, 

Tet not repulb'd him. Chosen Athenians form'^ 

The van, by Peteoa' ton, Mcnestheus led. 

Whose high oommand undaunted Bias slaHd, 

Fhidas and Stichius. The Epean host 

Under AmphioD, Draeiaa, Mcges^ IbughL 

Podufces brave in arms the Phthlans nil'd, 

And Medon (Medon iras by apunoos birth 

Brother of A jax O'lliades, 

And for his uncle's death, whom he liad slain, 

• The laonians were a distinct people from the loniaiis, and ac- 
cording to the Schoiimii, separated from ihem by a pillar bearing 
on opposite aides the name of tiacb.—- B. k V. 

• The people of AcluUes were properly called the Phtbiotae; 
^ercas the f^htluans belonged to ProteiilaUs and PbiloctetetiP»-C. 

« 
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The iMiier «l OOeiii' iiii^ alio^ 

In Pbylace ; but from Iphiclus sprang 

Of Phthia's hardy sons, together itrove 
With the Rneotianii for the fl^'s defence, . 
Ajtti tht «vift monr^d mvar fiom the aide 
Of Ajax son of Telamon a step ; 
But as in aooM deep AHow twa UadL 
Together toil, dragging the ponderous plough, 
The briny aweataround their rooted boms 
Oosea iwofiiae ) ihty^ parted aa they dralie 
Along the furrow, by the yoke alone, 
Cleave to its bottem afaear tha at«bii9m glcb^ 
So, aide by sMie, they, pcracvering fought 
The son of Telamon a people led 
Kumeraua and boldy who, ^nbtn hb buUty Ihnba 
Fail'd over-labour'd, eas'd him of his sliield. 
Not ao attended by hia Locriana £ni^ 
Oileus' vdiant son ; they were not arm'd 
For standing fights suice neither crested casques 
Of brass had Uwy, nor aahen spears, nor aUdds 
Of ample orb ; but, trusting in tlie bow 
And twisted aliag akme, had ooaie to Troy, 
And broke widi shaib and vdUed atonea tiie naikB* 
Thus occupying, clad in bumish'd arms. 
The van, these two with Hector and hia host 

* 

Conflicted, while the Locrians from behind 

Vex'd them with shafts, secure ; nor could the mei| 

Of Bium stand, by such a shower confus'd- 



Then, dnven with dreadful havock thenGe» Hog foe 
To windTawept Ilj#m.bad aguii sBtir'd, 

Had not Polydamas, at Hector's side 

Suodiogt the dauntleao iierg thus addressed* « 

Thou, Hedorl ci«rartloowiaetokini« 
Would'st thou, by Jove advaoc'd to foremoit praiac^ 
In batile» claim it in the ooiiiiflil too? 
Vain hope ! assert not to thyself alone 
Hia nmacroua yftsr^Tbou can'at not gray tbcm aiL 
To one, auperior fevoe in mm is gmn. 
Skill, to another, in the graceful dance, 
Sweet 801^ and poima of auMic toathM» 
And wisdom, at his hands, a Iburth receives. 
By whose su];f>oit.fuU somy a ciljr atiuids 
Which else had Men. The nultfcudc with jcgr 
Confess its power, but none exults as he. 
My best advice is this; for thou art hcaua'd, 
As unth a fiery ch^, all around. 
By numerous foes ; the Trojans, siuce they pas&'d 
The bulwarks either aland ailnof, or w«^ 
Unequal war, dispersed among the ships. 
Retiring, therefore, summon all our chiefs 
To coDsuUatioii on the sum of all. 
Whether (should heaven so prosper us) t^ assail 

* Polydamas generally addresses Hector like a man conacious 
that he is no favourite urith the person to whom speaks, and 
that his advice therefore, however salnurjy is ao danger of bcinif 
eoDtemptuously rejected. On this account .be sweetens it wiUi 
compSimcnts, and by such means obtains, if not always, yet whfl| 
Mson is altogether on his «ide| a patient hearing. 
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The fleet at once, or leave it while we may. 
For much I dread due paynent by the Greeks 
Of yestcrday^s arrear, smee yonder diief, 
Inactive now, wifi, likeliest, feel again 
^is thint Ibr fatfile, and reydn the llght^ 

So spake Polydamas, whose safe advice f 
Pleas'd Hector ; firom h» ckflriot down he feap'd 
All annM, and in wing'd acoents thus replied * 

Fcdgrdiunas ! stay thou the leaders here* 
I baste into the figfat, and my commands 

■ 

Once ibsued there, incontinent return. 

He endedy and cooapicuous as the heig^ 
Of some onnr-citsted mountain, shoudng nng'd 
The Trojans and confederates <A Troy. 
They wmh aramid Polydamas, brave son 
Of Panthus, at the voice of Hector, ran. 
Himself wkh hasQr strides the front, mean-tfrne, 

w 

• • 

' Tills advice is artfully giveni for Hector could not go to 8ixii»< 
iDon the chieb to council, w ithout discoreriog how many had faU- 
ea io battte or wnm diaablod, nor consequently i^tthout seeing 
good rcMOD to fctrett accordiog to the opioioii of FaH^t— p ^ V> 

* It is not easy to say how Hector coald at thii time ktm ths 
use of his chariot which he had left oo the other side ef the fins. 

• 

* SeeB^ siiL. 100. And in Bsok alv. Ms steeds and chariot am 
said to be attending in tho rear. See 1* 510. wypomM 
that tboogh the chariots of the other chiefs were left at the fiM% 
Hector^ aught yet follow him near enough to be at hb commandi 
and yet at such a distance as mi|;bt well cnoogh consist with tho 
aceoont of its being In the rear. Bttt though it might enter tbe 
gate when Hector hsd once broken it» It is not so easy to nn^Bf* 
Hand how it could pass the ditch defended as it was by piles. 
Ctolte» however) approves the sohitiooi though It b certidnly 
mher gratokous, and finds nothing to warrant it in the nartitlTt* 
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or bi^ rami^d, ioduag im Mk tdiadi 

Asius Hjntacides, with Asuih' son 
AdamiB, id ftitphobn*, aBdiheMi^ht 
Of Helenus, his royal biodier bold. 
Them oeithjer alto^ilisr £ree frsm hint 
Hefoond, nor lifiBgii. BMnA die ileiiii • 
Of the Achaian ships some slaughter 'd lay 
By GrcouA kuds } loiiia imndid finm dir» 

Some by the sword, witliin the rampart saU 

But kftward of the wofal fiild lie'fou«d» 
Ere long, bn|^ JUIm*B pmmmr hit bmd 

Exhorting to the fight, Hiii^ Hcdor next 
Appmchiagi Miliipkmie thuftbogui* 

lU-iated» lair deceiver ! Woman^mad ! 
Where is I>e]q;ihobii% iod wbm the aagjhlT 
Of royal Helenus f Where Adatnas 
Ofl^riog of Asittip and where A«iu8» son 
Of HyrtaeMt aod where Othryoneusf 
Now lofty Ilium from her topmost height 

now k thy am niin aiire. 

To whom the godlike Paris thus replied* 
Hector I thy blame &r more I have deaerv'd 
Than I deeenre it now ; this day, atkart. 
My deeds some proof, a&rd that I was bom 
Not altogether such a sbve to fear ; 
For since commanded by tli^self to wage 

* Inoiir l«Dguage HU nmje$iy Bignifiei the iin^,mdtli€ DMm* 
Uy is otoi used to signify Mm9e{f, Thus In Homer wt luff 

» 
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This conflict at the ships, we lave obey'd 
(Myself and miiie) wtk not a inoiBcot'a puiaB* 
) But those 4NirfiricBdi of ivhrnflmlMm^u 
Are slain, Deiphobus alone except 
And royal Hefenss, who in the iand 
Bear each a wound inflicted by the spear, 
And have jiatir'd $ bwt wiv'd iove tkmy live. 
Come now cowdu ct oe wIMicr awst diint lieorl 
Prompts thee, and thou shall find us ardent^ 
And swift to fbttow; what wccaa^ we wiB» 
The best and most determined can no more. 

So saying, the haso aoolli'd his brother's miadk 
Then mov'd they both toward the hottest war 
TofSlher, where Potydnae the bi«f9, 
Phaloes, Cebriones, Orthaeus fbught, 
Pahi^ and PoLyphfistes, godlike chie^ 
And Morys and Asosidus, gallant sons 
Both of Hippotion. They to Troy bad come 
From fiur Ascania the pieeeding room, 
In recompense for aid by Priam lent 
Erewhjje.to Phiygia,* and, by Jtove isApell'di 
Now wag'd the furious battle ^e by side. 
The march of these at once^ was as the soond 
Of mighty winds finom deep-hung tfi|nider*dbyds 
" Descending } clamorous the blast and wild • 
With oeean nungles ; many a billow, than 
Upridg'd rides turbulent the sounding flood, 

* This, according to Eusuuhius, i» ibe import of 'lyrfil 800 
3*-4i\ which Pmm relates aa ozpediiion of hit Into that 
touotry^C^ 
¥oL. II. S 



4S ILIAD XIII. 950^974.* 

Foatti-crested; biOow after bilknn driven, 

So mov'd the host of Troy, rank after rank 
Behind thdr chiefe, all dasalmg-briglit in anna.' 
Btiore them Priameian Hector strode 
Like crimson Mars, advancing^ as he came, 
Hia broad ahidd ponderous wkh ludes, and Mek 
O'erlaid with brass ; his helmet on his brows 
Refulgent shook, and in its turn he tried 
The force of every phalanx, if j>erchance 
Behind his' broad shield padi^ he ro%ht shake 
Their stead&st order r but he bore not down 
The spirit of the firm Achaian host. 
Then Ajsac striding forth, him, first, defied. 

Approach. Why teniptest thou the Greeks to'fear ? 
No babes are we in aught that appertains 
To arms, though humbled by the scourge of Jo?e* 
Thou cherishest the foolish hc^ to bum 
Our fleet with fire ; but even we have hearts 
Prepar'd to guard it, and your stately towers 
Sliall sooner far with ruin strew the ground. 
The hour, I tetl thee, comes, when thou shrit ink 
In prayer to Jove and all tlie gods of heaven, 
That speed more rapid than the lUeon*^ ^^g^ 
May wing thy coursers, while, exciting dense 
The dusty plain, they whirl tiiee back to Troy*'^ 

^ Tripping Ugl)Uy—4ic cording to the manner of SMauIt wbicb 
we have already setn practised by Dcipbobat. 

* This !t no prophecy but a menace^V. Hector was now with- 
in the rampart, and Ajax had not forgouen the words of Achillea 
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While dius he spake, sublime on his lig^hand 
An eagle soar'd ; confiding in the sign 
The whole Aohaim host with loud aocfaum 
Hail'd it. Then glorious Hector thus replied. 

Brainless and loud, what nacaos this tumid boast, 
Eardi-cimberer Ajax f Would I wete -die son 
As sure, for ever, of almigh^ Jove 
And JunOy and such honour tni||^ receive 
Henceforth as Pallas and Apollo share, 
As comes this dsgr with ruin chacg'd and woe 
For ail the Gredans, among whom thyself 
Shalt also perish if thon dare abide 
My massy spear, which shall thy pamper'd fikah 
Disfigure, and amid the barks of Greece 
Falling, thou shalt with thy enormous bulk 
The vnltuies satiate, and the dogst^ Troy. 

He spake, and led his host ; with clamour loud 
They foUow'd him, and all the distant rear 
Came shouting on. On the other side the Greeks % 
I Beechoed shout Ibr. shout, ail undismay 'd, • 
And waiting firm die bravest of thdr foes* 
Up went the double roar into the heiglits 
Ethereal, and amoog the beams of Jove* 

in tli9 noctunial conlbreiice^ wlih which he coodadal the siiswer 
^Tca to hfantdf, 

— ^— at my own ship, 

And at my own ptfilion it may ohance 

That e?en Hector's vulence sbaU pauie. 



1 
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log borrowed tlie teitu* of ^et)uf, fint irj^np^s th*' tttiitaiict- of SltTp. tliHl HmMI t6lilA 

I » — dM>ytaa» t»kci tlm oppo r tuBk i toi 
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N^OE heard not Nestor even at fiis wine 
Those clamours, but in accents of surprise 
The son of iEsculapius thus addressed.' 

Divine Machaon ! think what this may bode. 
The cry of our young warriors at the ships 
Grows louder ; but, possessing still thy seat, 
DriQk thou (for thou hast need) the sable winei 

* The poet, according to the most prevaUing opinion, meant 
not to insinuate that Ncslor was an intemperate drinker, and lutd 
by this time drunk, so largely as to make it mutter of wonder that 
the sound should enp^age his attention, but, on the contrary, that 
he was more heedful ot the common danger than of the pleasures 
pfthetahle.^ — V. Neither, as Porphyrias observes, lias he been 
so long ensployod in regaling- himself as the length of the digres- 
sion may lead the reader to suppose ; since the intermediate inci- 
dents must have passed in much less time than it has cubt the poet 
to relate them. It is a buhjcc i however on which the commenta- 
tors differ, and there is cct tainly room for it. 
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TiU Hecamede shall have wann'da batfi 

To cleanse thy clotted wound. I will, myaeli', 
From yonder cminaicff soon kam the cauike. 

He aaidy and inding in his tant (he shield 
Of Thrasymedes, who had bon^ to fight 
His fiither's shield, he slang the glittering eabt 
And, grasping, next, a keen and sturdy spear, 
Stood forth beiiMe the Ustfit^ Xhi^nce «oon he saw 
Foul de^a aod strange, the Grecian 'boat confiis^ 
Their broken ranks escaping iironi the host 
Of fliom, and the rampart o ^ e ilhtwu . 
As when, though silent yet, the wide sea shows 
A darker hu^, foreboding winds to blow, 
' The doubtful waters roli to neither 
Till swept at length by a decisive gal^. 
So stood the scifm motionlesit awhile 
Through indecision whether first to seek 
The Grecian hosty gr Agamemnon's self 
The sovereign, and at length that course prderr'd. 
Mean-time with mutual carnage they the field 
Spread &r and wij^, and smitten by the sword 
And spear of double edge their corslets rang. . 

The royal chiefs ascending from tlie fieet, 
Ulysses, Diomede, and Atreus' son 
Imperial Agamemnon, who had each 
Bled in the battle, met him on his way* 
For, distant irom the dangerous field, the Greeks 
Had ranged their barks beside the hoary deep, 
The foremost next the plain^ and at the stems 
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or that exterior line had built the wall; 
S>mnoe, spacious thoogli k wm, llie aliora done 
"X" Hat fleet sufficed not, incommoding much 
ITlie people ; whereibre tbey had lang'd the afaipa 
X^ine above line aBcending) and the baf 
Setween both promoDtorieSy all was fitt*d«* 
^Thef, thoraiMe, ooriouB to aorvcy die fight. 
Came forth together, leaning on the spear,* 
When Netier met them ; heaty were their hearty 
And at the sight of him still more alarm'd. 
Whom royal Agamemnon thus bespake.' 

Neleian Nestor, gldry of the Greeks ! 
What mov'd thee to forsake yon bloody fieldy 
And urg'd thee hidier ? Cause I see of ftar. 
Lest Hector even now his threat perform 
Denounc'd kmg since among the chiefi of Troj, 
That he would never enter Ilium more 
Till be had burn'd our fleet, and slain ouraelres. 
So threatened Heetop, and shaU now peiftrm* 
Alas I alas ! Acliaia's gallant host 
All, tike Achilles, have deserted me 
Resentful, and decline their fleet's defence. 
To whom Gerenian Nestor thus replied. 

* Tli« protDontories of Rhyltam and Si9aeom.^B« fc V. 

^ Concerning the word «^^o< it is observed by the commenta- 
lors that the number i/n ee^ ihe whole amount of the persons here 
mentioned, is the number at which multitude begins. — V. The 
observation may perhaps rcniind some of my readers of a com- 
mon rustic sayint^ — One's nonc'^tvfo'a •ome'^tAree'a a good nmntfj 
Mii/our^M a little hundred* * 
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Those thmts ace raacd; norlovettiMtf ' 

The Tbuiukocr can disappoint them now ; ^ 
For our chief iiitngili' ifr whicii vft Tnistfadi iiml *• 
That it should guard impregnably secure 
Our navy and ooraelyiff; Ihe- iiitt iMtb fid^ 
Hence all this conflict by our host sustain'd 
Among th^«ldps; nor could thy keenett aighl 
Inform tlicc! "vftMiit in iSttt AcUmmi cmp 
Confiisioa xnost prevails^ such dearths are detk 
Promi8cuou«9 aiid4lie.cfey ascends l»4ie«m. ' 
But come — consult we on the sum of al» 
If counsel yet may. profit. As for yon. 
Ye shall have e^diortation none from me 
To seek thp £ght ; the wounded have excuse/ 

■ 

Whom Agamemnoo answeM, king tt torn. 

Ah Nestor ! if beneath our very sterns^ 
The battle jage/ if nddier trench Aor wall 
Constructed with such labour, and supposed 
Of strength to guard impregnably secure 
Our navy and ourselves, avail us aught, 
It is because almighty Jove hath willed 
That the Achaian host should perish here 
Inglorious, from their countiy isuc remoie. 
When he ^oochsaTd assistance to liie Greeks, 
I knew it well ; ^nd now not Icsjs I kixow 

l a ihB iii W s iw i ■ s<jpfn>i«ityaf di» n ifcMi a tiwi etvanMsmb 
H ii w s lli i m ii i i i ii i, ppd iia ymm lanmUaMty ta a >i | i i «s twa dM i 

of thi danger. 
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iThat higii as Ae liMnorlal gods he Sfb 

Our foes to glory, and depresses us* 
Dday not then) but act as I adviie. 
Out sVups— all those that nearest skirt the deepi 
iLaunch 'Wt into the ancred flood, uid moor 
With anchors safely, till o'ershadowing night 
. (If night itsdf mfly aave us) shall anive* < 

Tlien may w6 kiiiiseh the rest ; far I no shaone 

Account it, even by 'vantage of the night 

To fty de8tnieiion« Wiser him I deem ^ 

\Vho ^scapes his foe, than whom his foe inthrals.' 
But hiai Ulysses, frowning stern^^ reprov'd* 

What words, Atrides, have escaped thy lips ? 

Cold-hearted chief-^-fiur worthier to command 

XJnwarlike mromen, than a mce like ours. 

Whom Jove ordains to weave the thread of war 

Till battle and old age consume us alL 

Can'st thou resolve thus tamely to renounce 

AU hopes of Biom) and to render vain . 

Our numerous woes? Thy friends have lieard, but, hush^ 

Lest others also witness, to thy shame, 

' Some have wondered tlial Agaimipiiimii, in a style lo iinbe- 
comtag hb rank and oAoe* tlioiild recommend flight. But he is 
excused by otliers, who allege, that, tecuve ef their diiaent» and 

knowing them too bfive to fly, knowing too the impracticability 
of iuch a measure in their circumstances, with a victorious enemy 
In the camp, he makes them an ofTcr of escape, merely that he 
way not seem lo retain them by an act of power and from selfish 
tr.oiivcs only, but on the contrary, may show a readiness to sacri' 
ficc even bis own glory, if that be necessary to their preservation. v 

V. 
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Words too unseemly for the sober spceclr 

Of sceptred sovereignty, and that disgrace 

Thee in peculiar, whom the valiant tribes 

Of all Achaia reverence and obey. 

I deem thy wisdom madness, which commands 

The Greeks to launch amid the ceaseless din 

And stress of battle ; to fulfil the wish 

Of Ilium's host, well-nigh victorious now. 

And plunge the Greeks at once. For while they draw 

Their gulleys seaward, thither will they look, 

Nor check the foe, nor heed the battle more. 

Then shalt thou rue thy counsel, king of men I 

To whom th' imperial leader of the Greeks. 
Thy sharp reproof, Ulysses, hath my soul 

« 

Pierc'd deeply. Yet my counsel to depart 
Coercion none implies ! ye still are free. 
Now, therefore, whether he be green in years 
Or gray with age, some other man propose 
A wiser course, and he shall please me well. 

Then thus the gallant Diomede replied. 
That man shall soon be found. Myself am he. 
True, I am young ; none here is young as I ; 
Yet view me not with looks of angry scorn. 
For I am offspring of a valiant sire 
And sprung from Tydeus, whose funereal hill 
At Thebes is seen. Three sons, illustrious all, 
Were born to Portheus. They in Pleuro dwelt. 
And on the heights of Calydon ; the first 
Agrius ; the second Melas ; and the third 
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Brave Oeneus, &ther of my &ther» £un'd 

For virtuous quaKties above the rest. 

Oeneus still dwelt at home ; but wandering ihenee^ > 

My fitther dwelt in Argos ; so the will . i 

Of Jove appointed, and of all the gods.* • i • 

There he espous'd a daughter of the king 

AdrastuSy occupied a roanaion rich 

In all abundance ; many a field possess'd 

Of wheat, weU-planled gardens, numerous flocks, 

And was accounted dexterous at the spear 

Past all the Grecians* Such is my descent. 

As yoinve, doubliess, heard, for it is true. 

Ye will not, therefore, reprobate, as base 

And by a base man spoken, the discrete 

And wholesome words of one so nobly bom. 

We must, though wounded, to the field again. 

Not Aoe to fight ; but distant fitmi the range 

Of spear and arrow, kst we suffer worse, 

Those to excite, who^ sullenly retir'd. 

Abstain from battle for Achilles' sake. 

So saying, he pleas'd them ail, and forth they went, 
Imperial Agamemnon at their head. 

Nor watch'd the sovereign of the billowy deep 
tavain, but like a man timc-wom approached. 
And, seizing Agamcnuion's better hand, 

• 

* IMomede observes a decent silence concerning the occasion 
of liis fitther^ flight, which was this. Tydeus, while he was yet 
^javag, seeing Oeneus dethroned in his old age bj the sons of A- 
grins, slew them and escaped immedlaiely to Argos.^V. 
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In accents wing'd the monarch thus addre^'d, 

Atrides ! ' now ezuils ibt vengeful heart 
Of fierce Achilles, viewing at liis ease 
The fl^t and sUu^ter of Acham's hoal; 
For he is mad, and let bioi peiMi aucli, 
^ And may his po^n irom the gocU be shame I 
But as for tfaee» they stiB have in reaem 
Some clemency for thee ; the chiefo of Troy 
ShaU covtr yet vitk doudy dust tkm braaddi 

Of all the plain, and backward from the oamp 
To Ilium's gatca tl^self shall see them driifcii. 

He ceaa^ and alKmting tmvera^ amft tha tdtk 
Loud as nine thousand or ten thousand shout 
In furious batde min|^ed» Nepliuie aem 
His voice abroad, force irresistible 
Infusing into eveiy Gieoian heart» 
And thirst of battle not to be assnag'd/ •« 

But Juno of the gokka thrane stood lonb 
On the Olympian iommit, vievHng thenee 
The field, where clearly noticing the god 
Of occen» hat own fafoliier^ sole engaged 
Amid the glorious battle, glad was slie. 
Seeing Jove also m the topmoal poina 

« 

Of spring.ied Ida aeated, ahp conceiv'd 

' Tiiat he ndght dficovtr himielf not to be tha ancient man he 
leemedy but s divinitf— V. One ef the commentaton hewever 
]nqiii»ft--If Nepcnne 9tote hii opportunity to assist the Grecians, 
•nd wished to render them that service unperceived by Jupiur, 
•why did he shout so loud ? — V. A quesiion ftbkh nei^icr b« 
irho asks it ans^rersi nor otu^r. 
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Hatred, against bifn> aiijl thenceforth begau 
DeUberati^ hoir belt die migbt deed ve 
The Thunderer, and thus at last resolv'd; 
At^^d wUh sk3l cdestial lo dciccnd 
On Ida, fvMi the Iwpe to atture him fint 
Woo by her beauty to a fond embrace. 
Then dosiog &at in bdsy «kep pnofemid 
His ^€8, to elude his vigilance, secure.' 
She acNig^t \m dtmbar by her own too built. 

The king of Ere. He fr am'd the solid doors. 
And to the poBl» faBt^clos'd them urith a key 
My isteifeos, wUdi, herself except, in heaTen 
None undeistood* There entering, she aeciir'd 
The splendid^ipQitri. Fint, die lav'd all o*tx 
Her beauteous body with ambrosial lymph, 
Then, poliah'd it licfaest ml diYine 
Of boundless fragrance oil that in the courts 
Eternal osif dnken, through the skies. 
Breatfi'd odours, and dirough all the distant earth. 
Her whole fair body with those sweets bedew'd. 
She passed the consb through her ambroml hair. 
And braided her bi^hl locks profusely pourM 
Fram her immortal farows; with golden studs 
She made her gorgeous mantle fast before. 

It 

Ediereai texture, labour of the hands 
Of PaUas, beautified with various art, 

• The Grecian critic observes, ihat, unahle to prevail over Ju- 
piter by force, and despairing to do it by persuasion, she hri re« 
course to artiiice V. iu difficuu ^ases a UUy's constant t«iu«4jr* 
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And brazed it with a zone fiing'd around / 

An hundred fold ; her pendents triple- gemmM, ' 

Of liquid Instre in her ears she hung. 

And imetmg all her glorim with a vdl 

Sun-bright, new- woven, bound to her fair feet 

Her small and ahiqp^ sandals. Thus attir*d 

In all her ornaments, she issued forth, 

And beckoning Venus from the other powers 

Of heaven apart, tbe goddess thus bespake.' 

Daughter belov'd ! Shall I obtain my suit, 
Or wilt thou thwart me, angry that I aid 
The Grecians, while thine aid is given to Troy ? 
* To whom love's daughter Venus Aus replied* 
WTiat would miijcstic Juno, daughter dread 
Of Saturn, sire of Jove? I lieel a mind 
Dispos'd to gratify thee, if thou ask 
Things possible, and possible to me. 

Then vdling thus with vniks her deep design 
Imperial Juno. Give mc those desires, 
That love^^nkindltng power by which thou sway'st 
Immortal hearts, and mortal, all alike. 
For to the green earths utmost bounds I go^ 
To visit there the parent of the gods, 

^ Plato is displeased with Homer that he thus attires his Juno, 
but seems to forij;ct that the poet is an antbropomorphite on all 
occasions, transferring constaatly tbe human character to his dei« 
ties, and the manners and customs of earth to heaven. — V. It is 
csccUently said by Ckero on this tobject^l would that Homer, 
laaiesd of ascribing our manners to tbe goib» had derived theirs 
to«sj--Q 



/ 



OceamMv and Tediys Us capooa'd, 

other of alL At Rhea's gexiUe hapds 
T*Hey «rst icoei?'d and witb paneotal cm 
^vistalnM and cfaerish'd me, what time from heaven 
rrbe Thiindeier hurl'd dowa Satuio, and beuaOk 
*X*he earth fast bound him and the banen deep. 
Them go I now to visit, and their feuds 
Innumerable to compose; for long 
They have from conjugal embrace abstained 
Through mutual wxadn ifimi fay penuarivc apaech 
Might I restore into each others' arms. 
They would for ever Ipve me and leveie.' 

Her, then» the smiling daughter of the wbtcs 
Thus answer'd. Thy request, who in the arms 
Hepoaeat of the mighty aire of all. 
Nor just it were nor seemly to refuse. 

So saying, the cincture from her breast she loosed 
Embroidered, various, her all-charming zone. 
It was an ambush of sweet snaiies, replete 
With love, desire, soft intercourse of hearts, 
And mu^ of resistless whispered ^unds, 
WUch fifom the wisest steal their best resolves ; 
She plac'd it in her hands and thus she said. 
Take this— 4his girdle fraught with every charm. 

^ Oceanus Is to called, because by some philosophers of. anfi- 
qvity water ^vas supposed the first principle of all tbiogSi OH which 
account we find it praised as it is by Pindar — 'Apir«» vimf. To 
tlie earth the ancients gave the name of Tetbys, because it is tho 
Ti/hm or nurse of all natural producUons.P-*B* 8c y. 



Hide this within % bdtott, mi mm^ 

Whate'er thy purpose, mistress of it all.* 

She spake s ImpefU Jttso- amil'd and atili 
Smiling complaceiit^ bosom'd 9$6i the floor. 
Then- Venus Ut her fiuher's* courts rcturn'd, 
And Junoi, sMiiig frtHtt th* Olympian heighc; 
O'erflew Pieria and the iovcly plains 
Of broad Emathia; BMriag thence die Mirepl 
The snow- clad summits of the Thracian MBs 
Sublime^ nor praatod* aa she paas*d» theaciL 
From Adm o'er tiie fbaming Inlkim borne 
She came to Lemnos, city and abode 
Of nofaio Thoa8» and dm meeting Sleep, • 
Brother of Dcath| she pre^^'d lus hand, and said.^ ' 

4 

* Diftne ciinous espodtiont of Homer's aapposod oecull 
nieaiung In thh pMsage are giTen hf the commentaton. SoM 
Mf tint aicribea theae liimca to a gifdlOi becante tiw pute 
• in question Jma the etf^ct of tendt or«Mrftf ootbe niadofafm 
who Indolges it ; othen» becattae'loven commit fellies lor whidi 
they deaerre a teottf;re^V. That the English reader may dnl^f 
estimate the meritof these solvtioiis he b to be foM that the 
Greek word which in this pasaage aigaifies a ghrdici aignifies aim 
a whip or a manaeie. It is probable that Homer was perfectly 
eeoscious of any such abatmse and enignatical intentioQ. The 
girdle braced the* bosom, the boaom is the seat of amorous desires, 
and nothing but the ambition of making discoveries could hsTO 
tempted the critics to overlook so obvious and natural an inter- 
prctaiion. 

^ Why is Lemnos represented as the abode of Sleep ? Because 
Vulcan, who dwelt in Lemnos, was the husband of Chans, ooe of 
the Graces, and sister of PssUbesy the goddeis of whom Sleep was 
coamoored. The sitters dwelt together, and it was natural that 
Sleep should chooie his reaidence where the object of his love re- 
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Sleep, over all, both gods and meD, supreme ! 
If ever tbou lu»t hcaid, hour also now 

My suit ; I will be grateful evermore. 

Seal for me ftst the radMmt eyes of Jove .i 

In th* instant of Ms grattted desire. ? 

Thjr recompense diall be a throne of gold/ ^ 

Bright, mcotniptibk ; my limping son, * I 

Vulcan, sbaU fashion it himself with art 

Laborious,' and, beneath^ shall place a stool ' ^ 

For thy fair feet, at the convivial board. 

Then answer thus the tranquil Sleep returned. 

Great Saturn^ daughter, ' awe«ins|nring queen ! 
There is no deity but whom with ease 
I could nudce dumber,' even the restless streams 
Of Ocean source of all ; but Jove himself 
I dare not lull, unless himself command. 
Or even apfmiach him, taught as I have been 
Already in the school of tl^ commands 
That wisdom* I forget not yet the day 
When, Troy laid waste, that valiant son of his^ 
Sml'd homeward : then my influence I daffiis'd 
Soft o'er the i»overeign intellect of Jove ; 
Whiiethou, against the hero plotting harm, 
Didst rouse the billows with tempestuous bbst% 
And separating him from all his friends 

aided. Otbertit.y,becanioLmMotibaiaid€dwltliwiae; mhnrn 
*inc abounds ^Mrdddalcwt ahoimd also; and diey who drink 
)k«d m apt to be drtfaty.^^ k V. 

* Hercules* 

VOL. If. 8 . 
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Brought'st iiim to populous Cos. Then Jove awdoe^ 

And, hurling ia his wrath the gods about. 

Sought chiefly me» whom iu below all ken 

He had from heaven cast down into the deep. 

But NigHt, resistless vanquisher of all. 

Both gods and men, pceaervM me; ftr to her 

I fled for refuge. So the Thunderer cool'd 

Though sore ditpleis'd, and q^'d me throug|ia ftir 

To violate the peaceful sway of Night. 

And thou would'at now embroil me yet again!' 

To whom majestic Juno dins repfied. 
Ah, wherefore, Sleep ! should'st thou indulge a Heax 
So groundless? Chase it from thy mind a&r. 
. Think'st thou the Thunderer as intent to senre 
The Trojans, and as jcaloos in their cause 
As erst for his own oH&pring, Heicuks? 
Come then, and I will bless thee with a bride ; 
One of the younger graces shall be thine, 
Pasithea, day by day thy soul's desire. 

She spake ; Sleep heard delighted^ and leglied. 
By the inviobble Stygian flood 
Swear to me i lay thy right hand on the earth's 
All.teeming: botom, while thy left is taid 

' H«rcttles» retnnuDg home after the destniction of Trojt tif 
the machinatiiNi of Jnno encouDtered a tioleot storm in the M^can 
sea, which drote him to Cos. There he would have landed, hot 
was hindered bf fiorypylot son of Neptune and king of the iiland. 
Bot at length eflteting his purpose, he slew Eurypylus with aU 
his sonsi hot not his daughter Chalclopc» whom he made the 
flMther qf Thesaalus.— -B. Sc V. 
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On the flat Ibttt aU the immortal powers 

* Who c(»Kipass Saturn in the nether realms 
14xf witness* thit tlMm.giv'«t nefiNr « bride 
The younger gmoe ivhom thou hast nam'd, divine 
Pasithea, day by d^y iqy soul's desire*^ 

He said* nor beauteous Juno not eoini|died» * 
But sware, by name invoking all the powers 
Titwm ayUi'4» who in the k>wm gu^ 
Dwell under Tartmia, omitting none. 
Her oath with solenia ceremonial swgm, 
TogeAer fath th(gr went, and (l4emnos left 

And Thracian Imbrue far) in dusky clouds 

Invoiv'd, wMh gtidiug e^ae miw through th^ air - 

To Ida's SBOont iHth rilling waters vdn'dt 

Parent of savage beasts ; at I^ctos first 

They quitted Ocean» oveipassing h^ 

The dry land, while beneath their feet the woods 

Their spiiy summits wavW Theve» upperceiv'd 

* They swore by Styx, because it was the waler of hatred, a 
power being ascribed lo.it of awkiag those who swore b]r it fidaa- 
ly> mif ersally odiimi and hopeleia eC either protpcri^ or peica 
for ever^V. 

To ewear by wet and dry was a customary oath among iIm 
Greciam, and fiMaidad on tba philosophical principle that all 
things consist of Mffft mid woier^V, 

The aoda who compaaa Satam ut the Titaaiy aoot of Oaranaai 
and are cdled CfOBa% Cfelusy Bjpertooy Japetetf and Coeua^ 
B. I( V. 

* One of the heads of Ida, which in all were three. Lectos, 
Gargarus, and Phalarcc. Lectos was so called because it was 
the part of the roountaiii which on this occasion afTorded a bed or 
touch to Jupiter and JuqO|»Q. & V. aad the name is Ibrmed by 
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By Jove, Sleep mounted Ida's loftiest pine ' 
Of growth that plerc'4 tte iky, aad Udden Htt ' 

Secure by its expanded boughs, the bird 
Shrill-voic'd resemUing ia the mountains aeeo, 
Chalcb in heaven, on earth Cymiiidis nam'd** 

Tiien swift to Garganis on Ida's top 
The goddeaa aoac*d, and theie Jove aanr hisapoim* 
i^Saw her — and ftlt his heart all >vrapt around 
With love as vebement as had at first 
loin'd them, vHien, by Aeir paienls iinpemiv*d» 
They stole aside^ and snatch'd their first embrace. 
At once accaating her, he thus inqiikrM.' 

Juno ! what region seAing hast thou left 
Th' Oiympiaa summit, and hast here anciv'd 
With neither steed nor chariot in thy tnm ? 

To whom majestic Juno thus replied 
Dissembling. To the green earth's end I fp^ 
To visit there tiie parent of the gods 
OpeanuSn and Tethys liis espou&'d| 

the omissiaii of r from the original word Lcctros, if hicb sigDi^es a 
ied. 

* Tlw Pjiqinclis, acciiRling tp Aiittodet dwelU in the mono* 
fah» } in feftttaen we black, but leen obliquelj reflect the colow 
of brass; It has the eiie of a hawhi and, like the hawk, .preys oi\ 
pigeooi. It It a bird pardeularly fond of concealment and al- 
ways perches where its head naj be hidden by leaves or bnmch- 
ca^aicV. 

• The or iginal word kfL^uJihv^t is a siropg metaphor, and im- 
plies a comparison of the manner in which Jupiter was afifected, 
\o tttc fuwicr'tt manner of covering his prey with a iarg^ 
VhcUned completely over them^V. 
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Modier of aH. At Rhea's gentle hands 
They erat reoe&v'd and with parental 
Sostam'd and ilMfiaM BK ; %) llm i fa^ 
Their feuds innumerable to compose. 
Who, diaonhBd bf inMtine atrife 
Long time, from conjugal embrace abstain.^ 
My aleedi» that lightly over dank and dry 
Shan bearne, at iIm rooted faoae I left 
Of Ida river- vein'd. But for thy sake 
From the'OlyiBpiMi aonunit I arrive. 
Lest journeying remote to the abode 
Of Ocean, and wkh no consent of thine 
Efttreafeed first, I should, perafaasce, ofife nA 

To whom the sovereign of the boundless air, 
jimo! diy joiiniey tbitlwr niaiy be made 
Hereafter. Let ns turn to dalliance noir. 
Fqr neyer gqddess pour'd, nor woman yet 
So foil a tide of love into my bveast ; 
I never lov'd Ix ion's consort thus 
Who bote Piridioiis, wise «| we in (leaven s 



^ Why did she not render them this charitable senrice in the 
lirsL book, where wc arc informed that a banquet being giyen to 
the gods by the ALUiiopians, they all repaired to tlie banks of the 
Oceanua to partake of it ? The answer is casy^V. First, she 
neither had then, nor has now, any such intention, but her whole 
•lory is a mere pretext to conceal the irue purpose of her jour- 
ney ; and if this fail to sansfy the reader, he is to be reminded 
secondly, that Juno went not to /bLtluopia on that occasion, as is 
evident from her sending down Minerva to pacify Achilles in the 
B^omeatw^^ unsheathiog his sword to slay Agamemnon. 
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Nor flNMet Acfiniii Dsmi§« AMi.vhDni 

Sprang Perseus, noblest of the race of mani 
Nor PhoeniK' danglilGr imr,* of wim wottbooi 
Minos unmatched but by the ponrers above. 
And Rhadamanthus; nor yet Saniek» 
. Nor yet Aknttena, yAom Thebes pradiitt'd 
The valiant Hercules ; and though my son ^ 
By Semde were BaoBhii% jojr of MRS 

Nor Ceres, nor Latona, nor— thyself. 
As now I kve thee» and oonl percdvs 
0'erwfadm*d widi nwtUMMof inteMe darise/ 

Then thus majestic Juno her reply 
Fnm'dartfid. Ok utteasonahb fessle ! 

* BsropSa 

* Such an emumpntioD of kb amours Bniile by Inpiter ob tlA 

that ihey rejected ths whqlo piMSge. QutU w«tawe|javWbBt 
meamre and not warranted by the objection ; whtcb» though at 
9nt Yiew it aeona a vels>|ity oaci losoa tM Its Inportanee the mo- 
ment we advert to the ilattaiiDg ooni^tlment here paid lo Jttno. 
|Ier huiband rcndndt her indeed of her many formidable riralt 41 
hit affeodoM, by whom he bad been seduced in times iiast, but 
'gives her at piasw t a clear preftveooe to them ali» .aeemiDg on- 
ly to mention them for the of ittustrating her triumph onr 

The wife of Ixien waa his daughter too> and her teme was Ok. 
JupUor having enjo;ed her ftnii har ftthav asaniad heii^-JI»aiT« 
The story of Dense is too well known to need recital. Tha 
daughter of Piioealz was ^aropai whose story has been related in 
snota^dieady. Alomeaa was lbs wttb of AmphitryoD, and em* 
braaed by Jupiter disguJaad like her Imsbaad en the very night aC 
their napdals^».-^. V. Semele was the daughter of Cadmos | 
lAtona the daughter of Cs4s, and mother of Apollo and Diana 
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What speaks the Thunderer ? If on Ida's heights 

Where all is opeu and to view expos'd 

Thou wilt tlHt M tmhrmtf niat nest cnsm 

Should any of the evoffendng gods 

Observe M» and decdiBe ii to iIm milf 

Never could I, arising, seek again 

Thy mapwoai so luweemly were tbs deed* 

But if thy iacliMfiMM that wiy tend, 

Thou hast a chamber ; it is Vulcan's work 

Our son's; he fam'd Mid ItiBd tolls poUe 

The solid portal ; thidier let us hie, 

And there repose, since such thy pleasure seems* 

To whom the king o£ wAtt^ Jive niiwciri 
Juno, dismiss all fear lest either maa 

« 

Or god diseem us; iar stmy rewnnd 
A golden cloud diidl §M us so arottfid. 
That not the sun himself shall through that veil 
Diaeover aught, tkni^ keeocMjed of all. 

So spake the son of Saturn, and his spouse 
Fast lock'd within his anns. fieneatk them earth 
With sodden heiibige teero'd ; at once up^iang 
' The crocus sofity the lotus bath^ in 4ew, 
And the crisp hyacMi wU& eioslerBig bdb; 
Thick was their ^owth, and high above the ground 
Upbore them. On that flowery oouch they biy, 
Invested with a golden cloud that shed 
Bright dew*drops all around. His heart al ease. 
There hy the sire of all by sleep and love 
Vanquished on lofty Gargarus, his spouse 



6i^' ILIAD XIV. 41 B ^ 444 ; 

Constraining still with amorous embrace^ 
Xhciiy geoflc Slocp.to the Achai&fi camp 

Sped swift away, with tidings for the car 

■ 

Of Neptune, and, approaching to hia side. 
In accents wmg^ ikts aomeign dias addressed.* 

Now Neptune, yield the Greeks effectual aid^ 
Andy while the monent laita of Jopve*8 repoae. 
Make victory theirs ; for him in slumbers soft 
I have involved, while Juno by deceit 
PkeiraiBng, lur^d 1dm with ^ batt cf love. 

So saying, he departed to his task 
Among tiKnaHoDs; but hia tadinga urg'd 
Neptune with stUi more ardour to assist 
The Danai he kap'd into the van 
Afiur ; and thus exhorted diem akmd^ 

Oh Argives ! yield we yet again the day 
To Priamdian Hector ? Shall he aeute 
Our ships, and make the glory all his own t 
Such is hia expectation, so he vaunts^ 
For that AddHea ieaires not yet his camfi^ 
Resentful ; but of him small need, I judge, 
Should here be idlt, could once .the rest be roua'd 
To mutual aid« Act, then, as I advise. 
The beat and broadest bucklers of the host. 
And brig^iteit helmets put we on, and, -ami'd * 
With longest spears, advanoe ; come — follow me, 
And trust me, fiirious as he is, the son 

* This seems a voluntary service performed by Sleep, deter" 
atiaed to deeenre hU pvonueed bride F ni xheM ^ V j, 
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Of FnattiBes* Yc tben who feel jroor heaili . 

Ui:wiaunted, but arc arm'd with smaller shields, 
in;]«em give to those who iear, and in exchaagt, 
*X1:^ sMnger shields and broader take yeurnlvti* 

Sohe^ wliom, unreluctanti all obeyed. 
ITlieii, wounded as they were^ theinsdm the kii^ 
^Tydidcs, Agameranon and Ulysses 
A4arshaU'd the warrionH and frdm rank to nak^ 
IMaking exchange of arms, transierr'd the best 
'Xo the best warriors, to the worse, the woKst. 
And now in bnmn arnxxir all amjr'd 
Hefuigent, on they mov 'd, by Neptune led 
With firm liand giasping his iong-bladed swwd 
Xecn as Jo\ c's bolt ; with him may none contend 
In dreadful fight, but fear chains every arm. 

Opposite, Friameian Hector rangM 
His Trojans ; then was stretch'd the bloody cord 
Of conflict, both by Neptune azufe-hair'd 
And Hector, pride of Ilium ; one, the Greeks 
Eaeowragiag, and one, the powers of Troy; 
A sea-flood dash'd the g^ilkys, and the hosts 
ioin'd clamorous. Not so the biik>ws roar 
The shores among, fiiien Boreas' roughest blast 
Sweeps landward firom the main the swellmg surge; 
Not so, devouring fiie among the trees 
That clothe the mountam, when the sheeted 
Ascendmg wrap the forest in a blaze; 
Kor howl the winds through lealy boughs of n ^j ^ 
Upgrown aloU (though loudest there they rave) 

▼OL. It. 9* 
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With sounds so awiul as were heard of Greeks 
And TrojaQ9 shouting when the dash begaA. 

At Ajax first (for Ajax with his face 
Tum'd light toward him stood) brave Hector threw^ 
But smote him ^ere the belts that bore his shield 
And laulchion crpss'd each other on his breast. 
The double guard prtserv'd him ttnaimoyM* 
Indignant that Ms spear had bootless flown, 
Yet fearii^ death at hand» the Trojan chief 
Toward the phalanx of his friends redr'd. 
But, as he went, huge Ajax with a stone 
Of those which propp'd the ships (for numerous sutih 
Lay rolling at the feet of those who fought) 
Assaird him. Twirling like a top it passed 
The shield of Hector, near the neck his breast • 
Struck full, then plough'd circuitous the dust/ 
As whe|i Jovefs arm omnipotent an oak 

' It may amta^the reader to see an epigram cited by Barnes 
in bis note on thU passagei aod taken from the Anthologia. L> 1* S. 

*Etft4 iA,ix»f Tf)H)^ui n* rv tfft» 9uci "Ofu^^t, 

Kuf 2i fAoXii fixiof fit 7rct^«^Xt^vcrit x^if^nt 

'AAX« fit TIC tt^v^Uit Itto '^hfOi' a.i^i»fceu ytt^ ' 
lleuyini HTi^atot; cifO^ic^i yiyyo/Mit^, 

Rear nic not, uavcllcr ! — The weapon I* 
That Ajax once at Hector taught to fly ! 
Rude as 1 am, let Homer's verse unfold 
Uow Priam's son along the plain 1 roU'd I 
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ProstVBtes uprooted on the plain, a fiime 

• Rises sulphureous from the riven trunk, 
And. if, perchance, some traveller nigh at hand 
See it, he trembles at the bolt of Jove, 
So fell the mi^t of Hector, to the earth 
Smitten at once. Down dropp'd his idle spear, 
And with his helmet and his shield liimself 
Also ; loud thunder'd all hb gorgeous arms. 
Swift flew the Grecians, shouting to the skies 
And showering darts, to drag his body thence, * 
But neither spear of theirs nor shafk could harm 
The fallen leader, with such instant aid 
His princely friends encircled him around, 
Sarpedon, valiant Giaucus, Lycian chiefs, 
Polydamas, .^eas, andicnown'd 
Agenor ; nor were pthers more remiss, 
Sut with round shields all shelter'd Hector fallen^ 
Him soon uplifted from the plain his friends 
From battle bore, till, where his charioteer 
Behind tl»e tumult of the fight detained 
His splendid chariot and swift steeds, he came, 
Which drew him groaning back toward the town. 
Arriving at the fords of Xanthus* stream 
Vortiginous, from mighty Jove derived, 
They stretched him on the bank, and on his face 

Now mortals scarce can raise my massive lcnj;lb 
With levers ; — bhamc on their degenerate streii^^tb I 
But hide me, earth 1 for 'tis indeed disgrace 
To be the jei|t of such a pnnj race. ' 
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Pour'd water ; he, reviving, upvwd gaz'd, • 

And seated on his hams bltck blood disgorg'd 
Coagulate, but sopa relapsing, fell 
Supine, his eyes with pitchy dsrkness ynSl% 
And all bis powers still torpid by the blow. 

Then, teeing Hector borne away, the Gmk« 
Rush'd fiercer on, all mindful of tlie fight, 
And Oilean Ajax,, foiemost far, 
Assailing Satmus, piercM him. Him a nymph 
A Naiad, bore to Enops, while Ina bud 
Feeding, on Satnb's grassy verge he atfay V. 
But Oiliades his shorten'd spear 
Thrust 'dfep ii^ his flank; supine he fell, 
And fiery contest for the dead arose. 
First came Folydamas, the mighty son 
Of Panthous, and with a vengeful spear 
Through his right shoulder Prothoenqr pierced 
O&pring of Areilochus. He M ; 
Expiring clench *d the dust ; and, as he died. 
The conqueror with a boundless joy exclaim'd. 

Yon spear, metlunks, by Panthus' noble sou 
Dismiss'd so forcibly, flew not in vain. 
But some Greek hath it, purposing, I judge, 
To lean on it in his descent to hell. 

So vaunted he. The Greeks indignant heaid^ - 
But Telamonian Ajax most ; for he, 
As it befell, stood nearest to the slain. 
Swift flew his spear to reacli, as he retir'dji 
!f olydamas ; but with a sideward leap 



He skixxnn'd the deadly stroke, which in lua atead 
Ardnilodms, AntcnVs aod, meiv'd; ' 

SueH the will of heaven. Just where the neck 
AjEid. spiDC unitCi honh LigMnrnts he cut, 
And m the dust fab Hoecrib and lua mouth 
Liay buried, long or e'er his body felL 

Then Ajax Yaunted in hb tom aloud/ 
THink now, Polydamas, and answer true. 
J^lakes nol the Trqjan'a life whom I have alam 
Just recompense for Prothocnor's life? 
To DOT base, nor basely bom he seema. 
But brother isi Aatenor, or hb aon 
Perchance, for he resembles none so much. 

So he, well biowiiig hiiBy and aorrow sek'd 
Each Trojan heart. Then Acamas around 
His brother atalkinigy wounded with bis qpear 
Boeotian Promachus, who by the feet 
Di9^*d off the 8laib# and, at his fall, aloud 
The conqueror ▼aunted widi a boundleaa joy. 

Vain-glorious Argives, dastards arrow-doom 'd ! 
War'a toil and trouble aie not outs done, 

But ye shall perish also i mark the man-^ 
How deeply.ahtmbera Yanquisb'd by this arm 
Your hero Promachus ! My brother^ death ' 
Pemanded awift4Wieiids« Who would not wish - 
A brodier left avenge his death ao wdl 

He ended, whom the Greeks indignant heard. 
But chiefly brave Peneleus ; swift he ruah'd 
Qn Acainas ; but from before the force 
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« 

. Of kii^ Feodeus Acamas retir'd, 
And, In his stead, Ilioneus he pierc'd» 
Offspring of Phorbas rich in flocks, and blest 
By Mmmy with such abundant wealth 
As other Trojan none ; for other child 
To Phorbus had his consort never borne/ < 
Ifim deep into the socket of his eye 
Penelens piercing, push'd the pupil forth, 
And through liis poll enforced the deadly steeL 
He sank, and sat, and spread Ins hands abroad ; 
When, drawing his keen sword, Peneleus lopp'd, 
At once, hb helmetted and crested head, 
Which, like a poppy, on his lance's point 
Inherent stiU, to Ilium's host he show'd^ , 
And in triumphant accents, thus exdaim'd. ! 

Go, Trojans ! be my messengers \ Inform 
The parents of Uioneos the brave 
That they may mourn their sou Uirough all tlieir house. 
For so the wife of Al^nor's son * - 

Bceotian FroiBaehus must Imn bewail, 
Nor shall she welcome his return with smiles • ' * ' 
Of gratuhtion, when, the sfores of Troy: 
Abandon 'd, we of Gretcc bhall reach our own. 

Ue said; &ar whiten'd every Trojan* chc^ 

And eviery Trojan eye with' earnest .look . 

Explored a refuge from impending &te. ' -i i ■ ' / 

.L» . - ij-' 

* Prosperity and wealth were wipp|psed to he thcj gif^s of Mep- 
cttTy, who was therefore held in especial boitour by the rich &n4 
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SajroovTy celestial choir I whal Greciaift fink 



From Trojans torn, when once» (the battle's course 
By Neptune chang'd) the Greeks prevailed againf 

First, Telamonian Ajax Hyrtius slew. 
Undaunted leader of the M ysian band. 
Phalccs and Mermerus their arms resigned 
To young Antilochus ; Uyppotion fell 
And Morys by Meriones ; with shafts 
Unerring Teucer to the shades dismissed 
Prothous and Periphetes, and the prince 
Of Sparta, Menehus, in his ftmk 
Pierc'd Hyperenor ; on his entrails prey'd 
The hungiy steel, and, through the gaping wound 
Expell'd, his spirit flew ; night veil'd hb eyes. 
But Ajax Oiliades the swift 
Slew most ; for him none cqualFd in pursuit 
Of tremblers scatt^r'd by the £rown of Jove. 



Till'd his victorious hand with gory spoils 
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Jio»e, »w»i.inp and v^'in^ \ht Tn>jani rottttd, tlire«tfni Juno. tends Irit to 
tone to rc-linquuk the kmktt aaA Apollo to nHOK ktmVk to Ueetor. 
Bgia» putt tal&ckl AtOiMiMil 



BOOK XY. 

Bi7t when the flying Trojans had repa98*4 

The rugged ga]£, with loss of many slaia 

In furious battle^ pole with panic fear 

Beside their chariots halting, there they stood«^ 

Just theU) on Ida's top, from Juno*s side 

Upstarted Jove. The Trojans he beheld 

AU fugitivei the Grecians in pursuiti 

And Neptune at their head» Elsewhere he srar 

Stretch'd on the plain amidst his seated friends 

The faaquish'd Hector. Panting £vth with pain 

A crimson stream he lay, nor consdous where. 

For not the feeblest Grecian gave the blow. 

Touch'd with compaasioii al that the sire 

^ The clmriot% as the rtader may renamber, had beea lafti at, 
.the commeiMaaMiit cf tUaaitadi oa tha flaati at the aide oCiha 
^aanaattoTroj. 

▼0&. II. 10 
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Of gods and men widi frowns terrific fix'd 
Hu eyes on Juno, and her thus bespake* 

No place for doubt remains. Oh vers'd in wiles^ 
Juno ! thy mischief-teeinmg mind perverse 
Hath plotted this ; thou hast confrivM the hurt 
Of Hector, and hast driven his host to flight.* 
I tnow not but thyself may'st chance to reap 
The first-fruits of thy cunning, scourg'd by mc. 
Hast i!M>n fbrgdtten how 1 liung thee once 
On hi^h, with two huge anvils at thy feet, 
And bound with force-defying cord of gold 
Thy wrists together? In the heights of heaven 
Did I suspend thee. With compassion mov'd 
The assembled gods thy painful suflerings saw. 
But help could yield thee none ; for w horn I seiz'd . 
HurPd through the portal of the skies he icach'd 
The distant earth, and scarce surviv'd the fall. . 
Nor this suffic'dy but I if sented still 
,'The woes of Hercules, whom thou by storms 
Caird w ith malicious purpose from tiie north, 
Had'st driven devious o*er the 'faairen deep 
1 o wealthy Cos ; for I relcas'd him thence, 

* Tlx hurt received by Hector could not be less than extreme* 
ly mortifying- lo Jupiter, because it was expressly on his cncour- 
afpcment that Hi tior had exposed himself to the dangler of it. 
Sueh was that hero's confidence in th.e promise, that he resented 
tlie advice of Polydamas n(»t only as coinrary lo hi* own opinioa 
' and inclination, but as an affrout offered to the veracity of Jove.-* 
V. See Book XII. L. 383. 
^ nr ^(tfym» nwmr.— >£uri^.des n like manner calls the ica— 



I 



lUAD XV. 36—48. n 



And, after nunwrouB tmb^ 8t lait lie readied 

The shores of fruitful Ai^gos, sav'd by me. 

I thos remind thee now, tet thoo maj^M; cene 

Henceforth froiu artifice, and may'st be t«iught 

How little all the dalliance and the lave 

DVliicli, sledKng dtmn fimn iMa^en, thoo hart fay fiaud 

Obtain'd firom me, shall favour thy des^;iia»^ 

He ended, whom imperial Juoo heard 
Shoddering, and in winged accents thus replied. 

Be witaesa earth, the boundless heaven above. 
And Styx beneath, whose stream the blessed gods 
£ven tremble to adjure ; be witness too 
Thy sacred life, and oar connohial bed» 

* The translator seizes the opportunity afTorded to him by thU 
remarkable passaj>;e, to assure his readers, who arc not readers of 
the original, tliat the discipline which Juno is here said to have 
snfiered from the hftods of JovOy it not of his own ioventioo* Urn 
found it in the origtiuJlt and considering fidelity as U.is indispensa^ 
ble duty, has not attempted to soften or to refine wmf the matter. 
He begs that this observation may be adverted to as often as anjr 
paiMge shall occury in which ancient practices or customsy not 
consonant to our own* either in poiat of delicacy or humanitf > maf 
be dther expressed or allnded to. 

He makes this reqnesi the fatbtff because on theaa, occasiona 
Mr. Pbpe baa observed a different condticCf snppresilnf all such 
hnSfea as he bad Reason to snpfose might be offensive. 

The scoai|;e of Jupiteri it should be remembered^ is bis lights 
aing^ atoording to that in the second book«-lni v T«f«u ^mt» 
tirfrrj* an observa^on which I make merely to secure to the pas- . 
sage, coarse as it must otherwise seem to u^ the dignity which 
properly belongs to it. The story is no Qgment of Homer's, but 
derived from the fabulous inventions with which U was customary 
with the philosophers of antiquity to disguise what they knew of 
the operations of nature. 



Which bjr a i4K o«lb I wii MM fimib 
That Neptuat, under hilaMiDB ttoanrf mmt 

These harms inflicSs on Heotor fMd his host, 

Bot idf.iiBpdl*d, and for mD|MkBMlB» f< 

Of the Achaians, all whose efforts vain ■• • 

To save their Beet from TiqjiB forac»- bt smt, > . 

Bat even Man, dmd mte of ths driet t 

I am prepared to admonish that he quit 

The battte» md ttOn what than •rjni«MMl%t ^ 

So she ; then smil'd the sire of gods and men, 
And in wing'd aoociitaaiiawer tim rotiini^^ 

Jund ! woii]d?M tbou on Hhy eelesiiil Ulroae 
Assist roj counsels, howsoc'er in heart 
He differ now, therulorof the deep 
Should soon conform to thy desires and mine. 
But if sincerity be in thjr words 
Andtnilli, fepekriag to the Ueit abodea 
Send Iris hither, with the shaft-arm'd god 
ApoUos that she, vkidng the host 
Of Greece, may bid the aofereig n of the waves 
Renounce the hght, and seek his proper hoBM. 
Apollo's port ahsU be to reoee agiki 

' The oath of Juno is no better than an equivocation. She had 
not indeed exprewly desired Ncptuue to engage in battle, but by 
laying Jove ableep she had cooperated with him, and ftimished 
him with a fail o^poriuniiy to assist the Giccians. The terrours 
of btyx, therefore, seem not to have been directed against perjury 
in the qualified form of aquibbie. 

• The ceitat bad not tfndrely lost iti inflaencc, or Jupiter wouM 
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Hector to bsttle, to inspiM lb toal - ^ 
Afresh wi]^ oourage» and to baoUh thencit 

Apollo also shaU again repulse 
Acbuaf 9 bostf which with bui^ {Miiic fili^ii» 
ttaU ma m Adbito* chips tae driifou 
Achilles shall exhort his valiant fnend 
Fitroduslbrth; ten iNkr ItiiMK'a Wilis 
Shall glorious Hector slay ; but many a youth 
ShaU pariah Patn»diis^t» with whon» 
Ify mofale aoB Sbpedoik. BdM^ aan, 
Resentful of Patrocius' death, shall sk^ 
Hector* aad I wiH, wwrkating, drive 
Thenoefordi Troy*8 rooted legionft from the leit. 
Till by Miacrva'a aid the Greeks shall take 
Duim^a proud dqr ; till that day arrive 
My wrath shall bum, nor shall one power divina 
From me^ 

For I will grant Achillea* irflole deaire. 

Such waamy promise to him at the ^st, 
.And by a.iiQd oenfirm'd thai aelC^aame day 

When Thetis, suppliant at my knees, implor'd 
Vindictive honours for her aiorioua son* 

He ended; nor kia lovely spouse refused 
Obedience, but from the Idasan heights 
Departii^, to the Olympian summit aoar'd. 
Swift as the traveller'^ thuught, who, far from iioi 
Dehberates. wiselyi shall I thither, next, 
Or thither? and fintcaats his whok retwn* 
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80 swift jq;»-darted Juno to the dues.' 

Airiv'd on te Olympian heights, sbe found • • 

The gods assembled ; they, at once, their seats 

At her approseh Somkm^ widi foU cupe 

Her coming hail'd; heedless of all beside, 

She took, the cup from bLoonung Themis' hand. 

For she first flew to welcome hel*, and dms 

la accents wiog'd of her return ioquir'd. 

Say, Junok why this sudden reaacent ? 
Thou seem'st dismay'd ; return'st tliou by command 
Of Jove, thy terrible though wedded lord f 

To whom the beauteous goddess thns replied. 
Themis divine, inquire not. Him thou know'st 
Firoud and severe. But, as thy fiincdon bids. 
Go. Govern thou the banquet. Thou shalt hear, 
Nor dion alone, butyl, what dreadful ills 
He threatens; such as neither all on earth, 
Nor yet in heaven, shall unrepining learn, 
Howevei* tFanquil some and joyous now» 

So Juno sjxikc and sat. The powers of heaven 
O&nded heard; and she with brows that spoke 
Sincere disgust, and lips that feign'd a smile. 

Some commentators interpret the simile thus — As a man hav-r 
ingXravclled far, w hen he lakes a retrospect of Ids journey, passes 
rapidly in histhouf^Iit from stnf^e to static, so rapidly, Sec. But the 
sense here given seems adapted 10 the most natural constructioo of 
the original. The Scholiast too cx^x>undiog the word fnmmnwM 

n«u irtftvvtTmfjr^\» roakiii|j[ bis comcmplaiiuo re^^ct not ibc Jiatf 
but the Juture, 
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Her speech to all, mdignaiit» thus bcf^ 

What acnykss frenay prompts ns wfactt, inoentfd 
Against him, we essay by word or deed • 
To thwart Jove's purpoae ! He» enthrone apoit. 
Nor fears nor heeds iis^ fer hiniseiF i^s ^miiSy 
Past all compare^ superiour to us all. 
£ndQre ye^ IfaeiefbRy meekfy nt his hands * 
What ills soever. Mars, or 1 mistake. 
Already au&rs ; £or the nobk youth 
Whom he ackmmledges Ms son, and kvves 
Of all men most, Ascalaphus is slain.* ' 

She spake* and wkh expanded pahns his diig|hi. 
Smiting, dNis, sorrowful, the god exclaimU. 

Inhabitants of the Olympian heights ! • 
Ohbearwldime, if to nvenge my son 
I seek Achaia's fleet, although my doom 
Be thunder-boks from Jove, and with ttie dead 
Outstretch'd to lie in caniage and m dust 

He spake, and bidding Horrour and Dismay 
Lead to the yoke his npid steeds, put on 
His all-refulgent armour. Then had wrath * 
More dreadful, some atsange ponishmcnt be&Uen 
The gods from Jove, ' had not Minerva, - toochM 
With timely fears for all, upstarting sprung 
From where, she sat». right .through the vestifaiiie. 
She snatch'd the helmet from his brows, the shield 



" Ascalaphus is said by some to have been intombed in Sama- 
ria, which name they suppose compounded of the two GrcelK 
wordft and 'A^«-oV. . 
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From his broad shoulder, and the brazen spear 
Fm'd fim lib gnnp into it» plooe leslor'd. 
Then reprimandixig Mm» the tfaot begfliu 
Framic, deKnous ! thou art lost for ever S 
Is it in v«in iSm Aou hut ean to huatf 
And hast thoa neither shame nor reason left ? 
Have Juno's words, who fipom OljyiHipiaa Jove 
This moment InA trrir'il, nosoondferiliee^ 
Or would'st thou, coundess evils first endur'di 
Regain OtfWfKm slwnffiiily eoMninM, 

And here beget like evils to us all ? 

^oTy, Greeks and Tiojans Idx, he will retum 
To raise a starm in honvcBy and neither gidt 

Shall 'scape his rage, nor innocence appease. . 
Indulge nol, thcicfeiv, tins iutmp e i ata wnA ' 

For sueh a cause ; thy son was brave indeed, 
But braver stiU than he now press the plain. 
Or quickly sliai; lor gods themselves most yield 

Their human offspring to the stroke of Fate. 

Sbe^said; and on his tiMme by feree icpiae'd 
The stormy Mars. Then, sunMSoning abroad 
Apollo from within the haU of Jove, 
AVidi Ilia, anvift aBBbasmdiiefls ct hcnven. 

Imperial Juno gave them thus in charge* 
Jove bids yon seek him widi your utmost speed 

On Ida's top. Go, therefore, and, arrivM, " 
Swerve not in aught from all that he commands* 
She spake, and, to her throne returning, sat* 

They soon with sudden flight descending reached 



The mouDUjaiii mpist with river-icedmg rilla,,,* ' \ 

Parent of amge Ufylfii liigl^oaiOif^lKMivl , ) 

Of Garganis repos'd, and wrapt aftpund / 
With fragrant dou4s th^y iound Satur^W Jovc^. . . 

The Thunderer, and ia,hia|vrQ«eiiGp afP^: . > 

He, nought dispkab'd dial dicy his high command v 

Had with wc|i jtyji4M*«% Q>>cy'd» his.specoh. • 
To Iria, fifst,r4nacci;nt» wing*d addreas'd. 

Haste, Iri^l bencc^ axidt i^M^ul to tby charge^ 
Thus greet for the aovmiga of the vfivea. 

All interference in the fight renounc'd, * * 

Command hu)^.«4i(^r to the rea)j«i^«bpveH 
Or to his ow% the deep. If he refase,.. 
And scorn my mandate, tell him be b^th actd. 
Consider wd), witli .what suA^ipot {xmitr • 
He will resist my fury once provokM* 
For I am ekk^-t)(yr%iand iK)a#t ^Or/ink ' 
Wluch, lktle a8hefi;arsk, .8t|Eft€6 widiamfr 
And with aat9f^i|hg^nt all hearts beside.^ 

He spafce, ook stoinn-^ni^'d Iris diaobey'd. 
But down from the Idtean summit stoop'd 
To sacred Ilium, A& when snow oc hail ' 

■ 

Flies drifted by ^ ctaid idispf Uiiig.iwgdi» • 

So swiftly, wing'd witb.;$adineas of will, 

• The oi igir.al word <-wy«« sij^nifies both tO liate and to fear. 
The latter lit this place, and tiic toi uicr, whore, sp««(kiu||; of ibe 
realms of Plutu, the poet calls them 

The doubk sense iioatural | ibr whom we fear much we an^noft 
erfcrfifprn hM ia g* 
▼OL. It. 11 
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She ^hot the gulf between, and standing aooa 
At glorious Neptune^ aide, him lima oddreaa'd.^ 

Earth-circling Neptune ! I report the words 
Of dread Qtjrtnpian Jove, and thus he apeaka* 
All interference in the fight renounced, 
He bids thee either to the realms above, 
Ortodivown, tiie4ee|iw If diod veftise, 
And scorn his mandate, thou hast need, he says^^ , 

onsuicr wen, win wnac suotcieni power 
Thou wih resist his fury once provok'd. 
For he ia elder^bom, and boasta an arm 
Which, fittre as lliou ibaHat ity alrikea iMdi awe 
And with astonishment all hearts beside. 

Her then the mighty ahaker of the ahorea 
Answer'd indignant. Great as is his power, 
Yet hath he spoken proudly, threatening me 
With force, highi-born and g tei ioos as hiniae!f» 
We are three brothers ; Saturn is our sire, 
And Rhea brought ua forth ; first, Jove abe bore ; 
Mc next ; then, Pluto, sovereign of tlie shades. 
By distribution tripart we receiv'd 
Each his peculkir hiemours ; me the kits 
Made ruler of the hoary floods, and there 
I dwell for ever. Fluto, for his part, 
Receiv'd the reidms of darkness ; and the heavens 
The clouds, and boundless ether, fell to Jove. 
The earth and the Olympian heights alike 
Arc common to the three. My life and being 
I hold not, therefore, at his will, whose best ^ 

i 
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And safest coune^ wkbM his boasted power, 
^Woe topwOTio in pace his proper third. 

m 

tct him not seek to terrify ^vith force 
Me like a daslvd i let him radier. chide 
Ks own-begotten ; with big-sounding words 
His sons and daughters goveroy who perforoe 
ObcjT his Toiee, and shrink at hfe eoasmands** 
To whom thus Iris tempesUwing'd vqpliedL 
Harsh is thine answer, aovcreign of Ae deep! 
Shall 1 rehearse it in the ear of Jove, 
Or wik thou soften k f The juat and wise 
Are flexible, and on the elder- born 
Eiynnisi with her vengefid sisters, waits.* 



^ Satwrtk bailDg lewnad from •& mcle that a tcm of his should 
dethrone him, doToored his sons as. last as thcjr were produced $ 
iMit when Rhea brought forth Jupiter, she swaddled a stone, and 
bavhig given it to Saturn to swallow, conveyed her infant to Crete, 
where she consigned him to the care of Themis and Amalthea, 
which Amalthea was a she-goat. The shc-goat suckled the child, 
and the child, being grown, supci-seded his father in the kingdom. 
The Titans on this occasion waging war with Jupiter, Themis ad« 
vised him to use as a shield the skin of the goat that had suckled 
him, which, it seems, had the property of terrifying all who beheld 
her. The skin retaining this property, and Jupiter shielding him- 
self with it, overcame the Titans accordingly. Uence he is called 
Ah^fX^f* iKgis-bearing Joto*— V. 

« SoOfid— 

Qno quisque est major, magis est pUcabilift iras : 
£t faciles roottis mens generosa capit. 

The noblest minda oppose estiealj leaati 
And wrath dies soonett hi the generoiis breast 

The Fniies were supposed the appcHsited avengers of all uijnrf 
and ureverenea hf which the younger might ofiend the elder. 
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To whom the monarch of die soun£ng shores. 

Celestial Iris 1 messengers who give 
Good counsel, well deserve especial pnuse, 
And such is thine. But thns my bosom swells 
With anguish ever, when I see him bent 
To TCX and uritate with bitterest taunts 
Me his compeer, and by decree of Fate 
niiiBtrious as himself ; yet» though inflam'd 
With just resentment, I will now retire. 
But hear— for it is treasured in my heart 
The threat that my lips utter. If he stiH 
Resolve to spare proud Ilium in despite 
Of me, of Pallas, goddess of the spoils, 
Of Juno, Mercury, and the king of &re. 
And will not overturn her lofty towers, 
Nor grant immortal glory to "the Greeks, 
Then tell him thus— Hostility shall bum 
And wrath between us never to be quench'd. 

He ceas'd, and, turning, plunged into the deep, 
Miss'd by the chiefs of all Achaia^s host. 
Then thus to Phoebus spake the sire of all. 

Vow seek the valiant Hector, since, through fiavr 
Of my impending vengeajice, Neptune quits 
The warring hosts, and to his deeps retires. 
Else, all the powers beneath, where Saturn dwells, 
Had heard us loudly. But that he repents 
Though furious at the first, and disappears, 

VBft ontf of the fences lijr which the tneietit^ vlvftjrs «cnipa<r 
lously attcmive to the claims of seniority, guftirded It IhMki ImhIy. 
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Is happiest for us both ; since grief to me 
And misefy to himself had dse ensued* 

m 

Sut, shaking thou my tassell*d aegis, strike 
Withtemmr, first, the heroes of the Greeks; 
Then, making Hector thy peculiar care, 
Him clothe with power to chase them to the ships 
And to the diores of Hellespont. Thenceferthy 
To yield them worn with battle some relief 
And needfol leisure, shall be my coocem.' 

He ended, nor Apollo disobey 'd 
, His firther's voice ; item the Idaran heights^ 
Swift as the swiftest of the fowls of air^ 
The dove^estroyer falcon, down he flew. 
No longer stretcfc'd, but seated on the phdn 
He found the noble Hector, newly risen, 
Self*recollected, conscious ot his friends, 
Nor panting, nor in sickly sweats dissolved. 
But freshened into life, the ^t of Jove. 
Apollo reach'd hira, stood, and thus inquir'd. 
What troubles Hector, that he leaves his host, 
Seems scarce to live, and sits sequesterM here f 

To whom with difficulty thus replied 
The warlike chief.— But tell me, who art thou. 
Divine inquirer I best of powers above ! 
Hast thou not leam'd, that Ajax, while I thinn'd 

' For the cause mentUmed in the last note Jupiter would notiead 
Apollo OD this errand till Neptune had first withdrawn himaelf 
from the battle. For Neptune waa the uncle of Apollo, and the 
kiterlereace of the nephew, though bf commaad of Jove himaelfi 
tNmId have been as indecorommV. 
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The Qrecian ranks, assaii'd me witli a stone 

That smote soy btea»t, aod quelL'4 tojrjpwcr ii^WII^IP 
Nought less I fear'd than dus day to htm jomV 
The ghosts beueath, .so fast my spirit ebb'd. 

Bot thus the Arcfaisr of the qfcieB itplkd. 
Arise, take courage ; for from Ida's height 
Jove seiuls tiiee F,^oeiHis pf tbp floUea 
To combat i|t thy side, wbose coostant ewe 
Hath ever watch'cf for IU\im's good and thinc.^ * * 
Lead, therefoie, Ibrtii, this iiHWMent Id the shiftt 

Troy*s numerous charioteers ; for tliey shall jpass 
The trench with ease ioi^ kyel Arst b|r lae, 
Nor shall one GtfMa#i bept) dare the fi|^ 

He saidy and with new strengti^ the chief ins{ur'fL 
As some stall'd horse h|^-F«nipeiM, saeppipg stfort 

His cord, beats uudcr-foot the sounding soil, 
Accustom'd in amo9fb*«ij4uig atiieams to laye 
Estdting ; high he bears bis bead, lus mane 
Wantons around his shouiders s plea^'dt he eyes ^ . 
His glossy ^desy and boi;qe on pliant kpees 

* Others say Phabus of the golden *t-//, (or the original word 
jnay signify either, aod the following story is told ia confirmatii^ 
of this construc iion. 

Mercury, the inventor of the lyre, stole the oxen of Apollo, who, 
, by his skill in divination, having detected the thief, threatened to 
punish him. Mercury at that moment stole the bow also fvom his 
shoulder. Apollo, pleased at his dexterity, smiled and gave him 
his divining rod, whence he became entitled Mercury qftAe golden 
rod. Apollo haviog received from Mercury the lyre in rctuniy 
was thenceforth denominated as above^ from the golden belt by 
which he suspended it#-«B* & V. 
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Soon finds the haunts where all his fellows gro^ 
So 8«nft» onoe quicken^ tint voice dtfine) 
From side to side encouraging aloud 
Hk chariotfiere, the nioxble Hector flew.' 
But as wlieni]»biid9 ftirf bttiiim 

Rush in pursuit of antler'd stag or goat, 
He» in 8ctectT« iraii»iHigled boiiglia o^cf^^ 
Lies safe conceaPd, no destin'd prey of theirs, 
TiU fay thek clamoimniiia^ a Itei grim 
Starts forth to meet them ; then, the boldest fly ; 
Such hot puMttii the Dauaiy with swords 
And spears dduUe «^long dane mdntrffiV, 
But seeing Hector through his ranks again 
FntoOMiiiigv Mt at dncc their courage fiMeii* 

Then, Thoas them, Andrsemon's son, addressed, 
iEto&ia's pride ; ifdMauf^ to wield the spcar^ 
In stationary combat firm and bold, 

And when the aoD# of Greece oonteodifig soQg^ 
The prize of ek)qiKiice, surpass'd by few. 
Prudent advising them, he thus began* 
Odds! I behold a prodigy ; the daki 
From death deliver'd ; for that Hector died ' 
Vanquished by Tekmon's imccnqiier'd son 

' Some ancieot critics admitted do mort; than the two first lines 
of this simile, from which they proceeded at once to the application 
— So swifty once quick en'd. They allc?>cd that however it may suit 
Pans, lu whom wc have seen it given, and who might fitly be com- 
pared to the horse for beauty and elegance of form, for wantonness 
and self-admiration, it accommodates itself in oone of these respects 
to Hector $ and the remark seems not voressonable^B. C. V. 
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Seem'd»ttiiifc«ttoa]L Botheitiivfit ^ " 

By some absistant Dejjy restor'd, 

ThiMiill mmt musi€xtm td km fores 

May this day perish ;. such, too plain appears ' 

ThQ Thuoderer's pkasure, or he nc'ac had ^tood ■ 

Thus fierody fonh* and fiua*d ia font ^aiiu 

But let Yoiix prevail. Command ye back 

The uaelcis trtwltitwdtt ioto the flaeu 

That we akxie of- courage wdl-approv'd, - 

Sund ready to jpeccive hi» first assault 

With lifted qpears. Topcnetme aahoat. 

Of Greeks, all heroes, were a deed, I judge, . -j 

Too nsh Ibr ^2iai UecUir'a adf 10 daic. 

He oeas'd) with whoae adiHse ail, glad, complied* * 
Then Ajax vviihidpmeoeiis of Crete, 
Teiicer, Meriooes, and Meges fitnee 
As Mars in battle, sun^moning aloud . 
The noblest Qreekst ia myoaitinn Urm 
To Hector and his host their bands prepar'd, 
While others all into the £eet retir'd* ' « 

Troy's crowded bopt alm^ &it« With andid vtrilea 
Came Hector foremost ; him Apollo kd. 
His shoulders wnift in clondsi and on hia arm 
Bearing the tasaell'd aegis of his sire, 
Tempestuous, dazzling.bright ; it was a gift 
To Jove from Vulcan, and designed t* appal, 

• Tp5i« li sTpiVir^'flty itXXitf. The translaiior. is liural, and affords 
one of many ihsuuccb m wiiich tbc Greek -Mid hifgUah idiom cor- 
respond exactly. 



Digitized I 



Iliad slv. i^^^. M 

And drive to flight the armies of the earth.. 
Bearing that shield Apollo ted them on; 
' Firm stood th' embodied Greeks ; from eidier hoal 
Shrill cries aioa^ the toom firtmi this berve 
tjeap'd, and, by vigoHnis arms ffiatnittPd; the ^car^ 
Flew frequent ; in the flesh some stood infixt 
Of warlike youths, biit mitaf, eit tliey tcachM 

■ * 

The mark they coveted, unsated fell 
Between the hosts, and rested in the scnL 
IVhile Phoebus lield the asgis utiemploy'd, 
Thick flew the darts and mutual deaths they dealt | 
But when he look'd tlie Gredancharioleers 
Full in the face and shook it, raising high 
Himself the shout of battle, tbsn he quell'd 
'Their spirits, tiibi he kruck from every miiid ' 
At once all memory of their might in arms. 
As wtai two lions in tiie still dark ni^ 
An herd of beeves disperse or numerous flock 
Suddenly, in the absence of the guard, . , 
iSo fled the heardess Greeks, liar Phoebus sent 
Tcrrours among them, but renown conferred 
And triumph provd on Heetor and his host.* 
llien, in thai foul disofdcr of the fieM, 
Man singled man. ArcesUaiis died ^ 

^ Two Ikuis are introduced to corr e ipottd with the tw6 oonqiici^ 
OTt Apollo and HwimJ^A C k V. The leaaoa la nifbti and tlia 
flftght is dwk to mcreaae tbe terhnir ef the occaiion. The atttck 
» tiiddeD, because the resppearsBce of Hector was saddeii and 
naexpeeted, and the herd IsaiiaiiM in the alioeiiosof the giiavd» 
boesase Neptnoc was oolaogorpcweattosMatthaOfsciaaa^y* 
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By Hector^s amiy and Sdchius ; one, a chiefs 
Of the B(£otiaas brazen-mail'dy and one, 
Menestfaeus' faithful follower to the fight, 
^neas Mcdpn and I'isus slew. ^ 
MedoD was spurious o6^priiig of divine . 
Oileos Ajax^ &ther, and abode 
In Phylace ; for he had slain a chief 
Brother of Eriopis the espous'd ' 
Of brave' Oileus ; but lasus led ' ' ^ 

A phalanx of Athenians, and the son 
Of Sphelos son of Bucolus was deem'd* 
Pierc'd by Polydamas Mecisteus fell. 
Polites, in the van of battle, skw 
Echion, and Agenor Clonius ; 
But Paris, while Deiochus to flight 
Tum'd widi die routed rear, him pierc'd beneath 
His shoulder blade, and urg'd the weapon through« 
While them the Trojans spoil'd, mean-tsaie die 
Greeks, 

Entangled in the foss, among the pilesy 
Fled every ^vay, and through necessity 
Rcpass'd the wall.' Then Hector with a voice 
Of loud command bade eveiy Trojan cease 
From spoil, and rush impetuous on the fleet. 
And whom I find far lingering from the ships,^ 

^ Arce&ilaus. 

* Necessity occasioned by the active and personal interference 
of a god. The Grecians never fly but for sue!) a reason. — V. 

. * This abroptness of transition from the ihird person to tlic Rrst) 
IbUowi the 'orii^aL It is a mode of expressioD» sajrs QuiatUiMir 



ILIAD XV. 412—433. 91 

"Wherever, there he dies ; no funeral fires 
brother on himi or sister shall bestow, * 
But dogs shall rend him in the aght of Troy. ' ' ' 

So saying, he lash'd the shoulders of his steeds. 
And, through the ranks voc^emting, call'd 
His Trojans on ; they, clamoixms as he, 
All lash'd their steeds, and, menacing, advanced.' 
Before them with hb feet Apoflo push'd 
The banks into the foss, bridging the gulf 
With pass ccmimodioos, both in length and breaddi 
A lance's flight, for proof of vigour hurFd. 
There, phalanx after phalanx, they their host 
Pour'd dense along, while Phcebus in the van 
Displayed the awful aegis, and .the wall 
Leveli'd with ease divine. As, on the shore, 
Some idle boy with sand builds plaything walls, 
Then, sportive, spreads them with his feet abroad, 
So thou, shaft-arm'd Apollo ! that huge work 
Laborious oi the Greeks didst turn with ease 
To ruin, and constrain their host to fly. 
They, thus enforced into the fleet, again 
' Stood fast, with mutual exhortation each 

contrived od purpose to arrest the attention of the hearer, who 
feels himself startled bjr it, as if the speaker appeared before him. 

C. 

* The author representing Hector as lashing the shoulders of 
his steeds, gives us at one liash of his poetical pencil a figure wor- 
thy to employ that of Apelles. Bearing forward, through the ea- 
gerness and impetuosity of his spirit, tiie hero overhangs his hor^esi 
and is scarcely to be contaioed in his chariot. 
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His friend encouraging, and all the goda 
With lifted hands soliciting aloud. 
But, more than Achaia*s ancient guard 
Nestor, devoutly pray'd, and with his arms 
Outstretch'd toward the starry skies, ekclaim'd. 

Jove, sire of all ! if ever Grecian yet 
In com-clad Argos, burning at thy shrine 
Fat thighs of sheep or oxen, ask'd from thee 
A safe return, whom thou hast gracious heard, 
Olympian king ! and promis'd what he sought^ 
Now, in remembrance of it, give us help 
In this disastrous day, nor thus permit 
Their Trojan foes to tread the Grecians down ! 

So Nestor pray'd, and Jove's loud thunders rdl*d 
B^sponsiye to the old Neleian's prayer. 
. But when that voice of aegis-bearing Jove 
The Trojans heard, more furious on the Greeks 
They sprang, all mindful of the fight. As when 
A turgid billow of some spacious sea. 
While the wind blows that heaves it highest, borne 
Sheer o'er the vessel's side, rolls into her. 
With such loud roar the Trojans pass'd the wall. 
In rush'd the steeds, and at the galley- stems 
They wag'd close battle ; from their chariots these 
With spears, and from the decks of many a bark 
With naval poles of length' enormous, those. 
Vast weapons shod with steel ; for every ship 
Had such, for conflict maritime prepar'd. 

Long as the battle only rag'd without 
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The wall, and from the ships apart, $o Uaa^ 
jPatrodus sat co nten t edl y beside 
Eurypylus, ynnStk many a pkatank theme 
Soothing the generous warrior, and his wound 
Spnnkling with drugs acauaaiye of bia paina,^ 
But when he saw the Trojans rushing through 
T)ie broken iwiNMtt and the plamour heard 
And tumiik of tba flying Grmks, a toke 
Of loud lament he utter'^ with both palms 
. Smote on his thig^ and, socrpivAi), cxfstaim'd: 
Eurypylus ! although thy need be grett^ 
No kager may I now beside thee sit. 
Such contest hath arisen ; thy servant*^ voice 
Must sooth thee now, for I will hence ia baatc 
To seek Achillea, and exhort him fiarth; 
Who knows ? if such the pleasure of the gods, 
I may prevail ; friend^ xarely plead vain* • 

S|o saying, h^ went Mean*time the Qieeka cndtnr'4 
The Trojan onset, firm, yet from the ships 
Repula'd them not, though fewer than themsdm ; 
Nor could the Trcjans through their dense array 
Once force, a passage to, the camp ojc fleet. ^ 

* Moch itreii. It is plaiD, wis laid in thfet dajs on tbej|»in^| 
^bcoune of an igiec»ble frieiid, m well at on tbf aklU of the phy ^ 
fldan, aad with good leoaoQ. Since nothing more letardt a eure,^ 
hi any eaae, than dejection of spiritf, wUeh oomMnraetitbe o0kacfr 

ol the prescription by indisposing the patient ti^ fleodfO the beneft| 
^ It fhm Menander obaervea 

There is a beaiing virttie in disGour|t. 
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But as the line diviijes the plank aright^ 
StretchM by some naval architect, whose hand 

Minerva liath accomplished in his art, 

So stretch'd on them die cord of battle lay. 

Others at other ships the conflict wag'd, 

But Hector flew right on toward the ship 

Of glorious Ajax ; for one ship they strove ; 

Nor Hector, him dislodging thence, could fire 

The fleet, nor Ajax from the fleet repulse 

Hector, conducted thither by the gods. 

Then, noble Ajax wounded in the breast 

Caletor, son of Clytius, bringing fire 

With which to bum his bark ; he sounding fell, 

And firom his loosened grasp downiiropp'd the brand. 

But Hector seeing his own kinsman fallen 

Beneath the galley's side, with mighty voice 

Call'd on the hosts of Lycia and <^ Troy. 

Trojans and Lycians, and close -fighting sons 
Of Dardanus, within this narrow pass 
Stand firm, retreat not, but redeem the son 
Of Clytius, lest the Grecians of his arms 
Despoil him slain in battle at the ships. 

So saying, at Ajax his brigjit spear he cast* 
Him pierc'd lie not, but Lycophron the son 
Of Mastor, a Cytherian, who had left 
Cytheras, fugitive for blood, and dwelt 
With Ajax. Him at Ajax' side he pierced 
Abo\ e his ear ; so wounded, from the stern 
Supine he fell, and in the dust cxpir'd. 
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Then, shuddering, Ajax to lus brother spskc^ 
Alas, myTeucer! we have lost our fkiend ; 
Mastoridcb is slain, whom wc receiv'd 
An inmate from Cythene/ and with love 
And reverence even filial, entertain'd ; 
By Hector pierc'd» he dies. Where slumber now 
Thy bow and deadly shafts* ApoQo's giftf 

He said, whom Teucer hearing, instant ran 
With bow and wdl-stor'd quiver to hb side. 
Whence soon lus arrows sought the Trojan host^ 
Clytus, Pisenor's son, he struck, the iriead 
And charioteer of Panthus' noble son 
Polydamas, essaying with both hands 
To rule his fiery steeds ; for more to please 
The Trojans and their chief, where stormy mosi 
He saw the battle, thither he had driven. 
But sudden mischief, valiant as he was, 
Found him, and such as none could waft aside ; 
For in hb neck behind the m6w plungU 
And down he fell ; hb startled coursers shook 
Their trappings^ and the empty chariot rang/ 

* The bow here signifies, as elsewhere in ihc case of Pandarus, 
not the instrument of battle itself, but skill in the use of it.— 'V. 

* The SchoUttt accounts for his being wounded 6^/: hid, by a 
mppositioD tbaty as sooii as the chariots had entered, the drivers 
turned them short about that they miglit face the Grecians fight- 
ing from the galleys. But Clarke is more pieced with the inter* 
pretatioo of IHcieri who sees nothing difficult in the ease. A 
rash and head-strong ]routh> urging on hu fierjr steeds in varioas 
directions and with no purpose but to be noticed, night receive 
an arrow any where.— G. * 



M lUAD XV. 53jr^«S. 

■ 

That sound alarm 'd Polvdamas ; he tum'd, 
And flying to their heads, consignM them o'ef 
To Protiaon's son, Asn noiis, 
Whom he eojoin*d to keep them in his ykw^ 
Then, turning, mingled irkh the Tan agidn. 
But Teucer stiU another shaft produced 
Designed for vdbnt Hector; ^vliode esplohs 
(Had that shaft reach'd him) at the ships of Greece^ 
Had ceas'd for ever* But the eye of Jove 
Who guarded Hector's life, Idept mit ; he loft 
From Telamoniah Teucer that renown, 
And while he stood straining the twisted nerve 
Agunst the Trojan^ snapped it. DeHous flew 
The steel-chaiig'd arrow, and he dropped his bow. 
Then, shuddering, to his brother thus he spake; 

Ah ! it is evident. Some power divine 
Makes fruitless all our eflPorts, ^o hath struck 
My bow out of my grasp, and snapt 'die eoid 
With which I strung it new at dawn loi day^ 
l*hat it migfat bear the bound of many a shafk 

To whom the towering son of Telamon. 
Leave then tfagr bow, and let thine 'arrows rest. 
Which, envious of the Greeks, some god confounds^ 
That thou may'st fight with spear and buckler arm'd, 
And animate the rest. ^ Be such our deeds 
That, should they conquer us, our foes may find 
Our ships, at least, a prise hot Ughdy won. 

So^Ajax spake ; then, Teucer, in fiis tent 
The bow replacing, slung his fourfold shieid, * 
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Adjasled lo tiif gaHant bfbws Us casque 

With hair high crested, waving, as he mov'di 
TremeiidlNis from above, took forth a spiat 
Tough grain'd, acuminated shafp With btBa^ 
And stood, incontinent, at Ajax' ude. 
Hector percseiv'd the change, and of the ciuae 
Conscious, with echoing voice hail'd all his host 

Trojans and Lycians, and cloae- fighting aona 
Of Dardanus, oh now, my friends, be iftcft ! 
Now, wheresoever through the fieet dispera'df 
Call mto mind the fury of your might ! 
For I have seen, myself, Jove rendering vain 
The arrows of theur mightiest Man may knoW 
With ease the hand of interposing Jove, 
And with what purpose ; whether to exalt 
Or to det>ress, give strength or take away-^ 
So, all his aid is, now, not theirs, but ours. 
Therefore stand fast, and whosoever gall'd 
By arrow or by spear, die»-*Let him die ; 
Death for his. country shall not slur his fame. 
But his dear wife, lus children after him, 
His bouse and heritage shall be secure, 
Driva but the Grecians from the shores of Troy/ 

• To inflame their zeal the more, he not only exhorts them to 
frght for their country, but analyzes that complex idea and enume- 
ratcsalllhc blcssingsand comforts comprised in it- In like manner, 
When after others had In vain essayed to move him, Cleopatra ex- 
horts her hubband Meleagcr lo repel the besiegers of his city, she 
hot only mentions the probable desolation of it if he refuses, but 
specifies and sets before him in distinct enumeration all the Mor* 

VOL. II. 13 
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So saying, he animaied each. Mean-time,* 
Ajaz hb fellow- warriors thus address'd. 

Shame on you all ! Now Grecians either die, 
Or save at once your galleys and yourselves. 
Hope } that should your ships become the prise 
Of Hector, ye shall reach your home on foot ? 
Or hear ye not his voice, how loud he calls 
His warriors on, and raves to fire the fleet ? 
Not to a dance, believe me, but to fight 
He calls them therefore wiser course for u^ 
Is none, than mingled battle, hand to band. 
Die then at once, or live ; fiur better so, 
Than to be wasted fighting for the ships 
AH day in vain, with an inferior foe. 

He said, and by his words into all hearts 
Fresh confidence infus'd. Then Qector smote 
Scbedius, a chief of the Phocensian powers 
And son of Perimedes ; Ajax slew, 
Mean- time, a chief of Trojan infantry, 
Laodamas, Antenor's noble son. 
While by Polydamas, a leader bold 
Of the Epeans, and Pbylides'^ friend, 

rors of the occasion. Demosthenes also, though od a difTerent 
subject, jret in a style very similar, that be might give his auditory 
more adequate idea of the odious character of Midius, thus en* 
larges on it. TAe man was an unfoertal terrour^ and to 9U€k a de- 
gree ivcre the fiecjiie overawed by AtiOf by hit hardinet* and audad' 
tyy by the levfd comfioidono who enmunded Aim, by hie immense 
riehesf and^ht ehort, by all that belonged to himt that they evenjled 
from hie apfieammee^-^ 0 
^ Meges. 
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C^yllenian Otus died. His fall the son 

Of Phyleus seeing, on the conqueror sprang 

But, starting wide, Polydamas escap'd, 

Sav'd by Apollo, and his spear transpierc'd 

The breast of Cnesmas ; on his sounding shield 

lie prostrate fell, and Mcges stripp'd his arms. 

But Dolops him assail'd the while, urave son 

Of Lampos best of men and bold in fight, 

Offspring of king Laomedon ; he stood 

Full near, and through his middle buckler struck 

The son of Phyleus ; but his corslet thick 

With plates of scaly brass his life secur'd. 

That corslet Phyleus on a time brought home 

From Ephyre, where smooth Sellei's winds, 

And it was given him for his life's defence * 

In furious battle by the king of men, 

Euphetes. Many a time had it preserved 

UnharmM the sire, and now it sav'd the son. 

Then Meges, rising, with his pointed lance 

The bushy crest of Dolops' helmet drove 

Sheer from its base ; new ting'd with purple bright 

£ntire it fell and mingled with the dust. 

While Dolops thus persisted, in the hope * 

Of victory, Menelaus to the aid 

Of Meges hasted ; spear in hand unseen 

He stood by Dolops ; through his back and breast 

And fer beyond impell'd the stormy spear, 

And prone and lifeless in the dust he fell. 

At once both flew to strip his radiant arms. 
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Then Hector, summoning his\indr<d. cm 
Each to his aid, and Mclanippus first, 
niostrious Hicetaon^ aon, reproved. 
Ere yet the enemies of Troy arriv*d 
He in Percote fi?d his wandering beevca^ 
But when the Danat with all their fleet 
Came thither, then, returning, he outshone 
The noblest Tfofana, dwelt «t Priam's aids, 
And was regarded by him as a son. . 
Him Hector reprimanding, stem b^^. 

Sleeps Melanippuat Feds not crcn he 
For Dolops ? Mark how busily the Greeks 
Despoil thy bieatUess kinsman of hb srms ! 
Haste — follow me-r-'-clase fight must now be wag^, 
Or Ilium's lofty towers this moment sink, 
And we, with all her citiseils, are slain. 
So saying he went, whose steps the godlike chief 
Attended, and the Tetomonian, next. 
Huge Ajax, auimated thus the Greeks. 

Oh friends, be men ! Deep treasore in your hearts 
• An honest shame, and, fighting bravely, ftar 

Each to incur the censure of the rest. 
Of men so minded more survive than die. 
While dabtards forfeit life and glory both. 

So mov'd he them, themselves shreacfy bent 
To chase the Trojans ; yet lus word they bore 
In faithful mind, and with a wall of brass 
Secured the fleet, while Jove impelled the foe. 
. Then Mcntlaus, brave in fight, approached 
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Antilochus, and thus his courage rous'd. 

Anulochus 1 than whom fx> Qrcciaa hm 
Is younger, stronger, more alert in armSt 
Could'st thou not now, to please me, sally forth 
Into the fields and kj aoM IVojan lowJ 

He ended and retired ; but him his words 
Fill'd with iresh couiage s through his danmoU task 
He sprang to batde* with a wiatfnl eye 
Survey'd the field, and hurl'd his glittering spear. 
Back m Trfsjam daunted by the iioree 
Of such an arm ; nor vain the weapon fltWy 
But Melanippua, Hicctaoa'a son, ^ 
Hasting to battla, in his breast rsoeiv'd 
The fatal steel. Precipitate he fell, 
And with his aouo^ng armour amole the plain* 

* 

Swift flew Antilodius as flies the hound 

Some fsLwn tc^seize,. which issuing from her lair 

The hunter with bia lanoe hath stricken deady 

So thee, O Melanippus ! to despoil 

Of thy bright arms the son of Neator flew» 

But not unnotic'd by the watcblid eye 

Of noble Hector* who through all the war 

' Some degree of friendship seems to have subsisted between 
Mcnclaus and Antilochus, and it may b« acGOunted for perhaps 
from ihc vicinity of their respective countries. — V. The liberty 
taken with the Spartan prince by Antilochus in the chariot-race, 
seems to warrant this supposition, and not less the rcadltjcss with 
wiiich the former pardons it, and the kindness of his manner too 
on that occasion, lie even tells Antilochus that he is the only one 
of all the Greeks who should have affronted him in Utat degree 
with impunitj. 
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Ran to encounter him ; his dread approach 
Antiiochus, although expert in arms. 
Stood not, but as some prowler of the mUs^ 
Conscious of injury that he hath done 
Slajring the watchitil herdsman or his dog, 
Eseapes, ere yet the peasantry arise, 
So fled the son of Nestor» after whom 
With hideous chmours Hector and his host * 
Pour'd many a doleful dart ; but he arriv'd 
With luB own bond, and» turning, fac'd them alL 
TlieA, eager as vorecioas lions, mshM 
The Trojans on the fleet ; fulfilment fierce 
Of Jove's command ! who ceas'd nol: to excite 
In them their utmost powers, or to infuse 
Umnaoly dread into th^ liost of Greece. 
For lovers unaltered purpose was to give 
Success to Priameian Hector's arms, 
That he might cast into the fleet of Greece 
Devouring flames, and that no part might faii 
Of Thetis' ruthless prayer ; that sight alone 
He watch*d to see, one galley in a blaze, 
Ordaining foul repulse, thenceforth, and flight 
To Iluim's host, but glory to the Greeks. 
Such was the cause for which, at first, he mov'd 
Hector to that assault, not slow himself 
But ardent for the task ; nor less he rag'd 
Tlian Mars while fighting, or than flames that seize 
Some forest on the mountain.tops ; the foam 
Hung at his lips, beneath his awful front 
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His keen eyes glisieii'd, and lus hehnct nmkU 

The agitation wild with which he fought. 

For love ommpotcnt» himaelf^ from heaven 

Assbted Hector, and, although alooc 

He strove with numbersy give him to attun 

The heights of glory, for that now his life 

Wan'd fiist, and, iii|;'d by PaUas on, hia hoar 

To die by Peleus* mighty son approached. 

He then, wherever richest arms he saw 

And tluckest tbroiig, the wanw-ranks assayed, 

But, though resolv'd to break them, broke them nqt, 

In even aquare compact so firm tbcy stood. 

As some vast rock beside the hoary deep 

The stress enduiea of many a hollow wind. 

And the huge billows tumbling at his base, 

So stood the Daoai', nor fled nor fear'd. 

But he, all fiery-bright in arms, the host 

Assail'd on every side, and on the van 

Fell, as a wave by winteiy blasts upheav'd 

Falls ponderous on the ship ; white clings the foam 

Aroond her, in her sail shrill howls the -s^orm. 

And every seaman trenibles at the view 

Of thousand deaths irom which he scarce escapes ; 

Such anguish rent the bosom of the Greeks.' 

* We tre rtfbired by the Sciioliast for the origin of the Greek 
expretiioD in this place, to a saying of AnacbarHS the Scfthlan, 
who bavbg asked a teaman what Uiicknen of plank was imeipoe- 
ed between the ship's crew and the water, and being antwered— 
four fingers, rejfUed, such is the interval then between them end 
deaih^V. 

■ ■ 

I 

s 
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«But he, at leaps a fiMurii'd laoa fell ^ 

On beeves that graze some mar$hy meadow's breadMi 

A countless hadf tbe cm of citie imakiU'd 

To cope with savage beasts in their deftiioe» 

Beside the foremost June at wkh the last 

He paces heedfesii but the Uan, borne 

Impetuoas on the mklmost, one devours 

And scatters aU die rest,* o» fled ibe Oreeks 

Dispersed on oveiy befofe the am 

Of Hector, and before the frown of Jove. 

All fled^ Imt Of dien aU alone he skw 

The Mycenaean Pcriphetes, sou 

Of Copreus customed messenger of king 

Etirjrstheus to die might of Hercules** 

From suth a aire inglorious had arisen 

A son far worthier, witk all virtue gni&^d. 

Swift- footed, valiant, and by none exceli'd 

• This teriTiination of the pei ioci, so I'lUlc consonant to the be- 
Y,inrun^ of it, follows the ori^qnai, wlicrc it h esteemed by com- 
mentators a great beauty. — V. In the fii btofihcse two similes the 
poet bcguis with a compari&oa ot Hector to a boisterous wave 
breaking over a ship, and finishes with comparing the terrour of 
the Greeks to that of the mariners. In tbe sccoudf he again adapts 
his simile at first to Hector, whom he compares to a lion assailing 
a herd, but closes it with a comparison of the Greeks to the flying 
cattle. Two striking instances, not of the m.ignificence only, but 
of the rapidity and venMtility too of Uoiner'a geailia, who tbat 
makes both aimilei serve » double purpose. 

* Copreus was the herald of Eiirysttieus king of Argos, and 
ihereA^ coClUiieiidsof his rotater to Heivuka without the citft 
which, spprehcfisiveottraMlierjr or violence, herefased to en- 
ter^-B. V. 
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In wisdom of thcMycenasan name ; 
Yet all but serv'd to ennoble Hector more* 
For Periplieles, with a btckmrd step 
Retiring, on his buckler's border trod, 
Whkh swept his hceb; socbeck'd, he fisll sopio^ 
And dreadlbl rang the helmet on his brows. 
Then was not Hector slow ; he saw, he ran. 
He xeach'd him, thmst a spear into hb bi«aat> 
And slew bim in the presence of his friends. 
They moiim'd his &te, but help had none for hisi, 
Half^kad themselves IhitKigh Ibr of Hector's aim. 
And now behind the barks which landing first 
Were station'd highest on the shelving shore 
The Greeks retir'd ; in rush'd a flood of foes ; 
Thcuy throu^ necessityt those foremost barks 
Abandoning, amid the tents they stood 
Compact, not disarrayed, for shame and fear 
Held them, and eadi exhorted all, aloud. 
But more than aU, die guardian of them all 
Gerenian Nestor, in their parents' name 
Implored them, ftOing at the knees of each. 

Oh friends ! be men. Now dearly prize your place 
Each in die estimatkm of the rest. 
Kow can to memory your children, wives, 
Possessions, parents ; ye whose parents live. 
And ye whose parents are not^ all alike 1 
By them as if here present, I entreat 
That ye stand &st— Oh be not tum'd to flight i 

So saying he raita'9 the courage cf Ac Gredcsi 

VoSk u. 14 
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Then, Pallas chas'd the mist from liesnren difbs'd 
O'er every eye ; great light the plain illum'd 
On all ndes, both toward the fleet, tod where 
The undiscriminating battle rag'd. 
Then Hector might be seen and Hector's host 
Distinct, as well the rearmost who the fight 
Shar'd not, as those who wag'd it at the bhips. 

■ 

Nor, even now, could Ajax be content 

7*0 mingle with the rest who in retreat 
Sought safety, but from deck to declL with strides 
Enormous marching, to and fro he swung 
With iron studs emboss'd a battle-pole 
Unwieldy, twenty and two cubits long.* 
As one expert to spring from horse to horse, 
From many steeds selecting four, toward 
Some noble city drives them from the plain 
Along die populous road *, him many a youth 
And many a maiden eyes, while still secure 
From steed to steed he vaults ; they rapid fly ; 
So Ajax o'er the decks of numerous ships 
Stalk'd striding large, and sent his voice to heaven.* 
Thus, ever clamouring, he bade the Greeks 

* Ajax^ it appears, was the only Greek who kept hit statioBt . 
for all other* abandoning, as we have already seen, the foremoit 
line of galleys, bad retired behind tbem. ^ 

' Four of equal height and weM-matehed in their paces ; a pre* 
caution necessary in an enterprise of so macb danger^— V. Soiii# 
modem proScicnts in tiie art would have valued theroselfes much 
lesson their performance* and perhaps would have profited much 
less by it, had the antiquity of the practice been known universally. 
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Stand both for camp and fleet. Nor Hector, now, 

Inclos'd and hidden in his ranks reininn*d| 

But as the tawny eagle on full wing 

Assails the feather'd nations, geese or cranes 

Or cygnets grazing on Uie river's verge. 

So right toward a sable galley sprang 

The Trojan chief; Whom, ceaseless, irom behind, 

With all his host, the Thunderer urg'd along. 

And now again the battle at the ships 

Grew furious ; thou liadst deem'd them of a kind 

By toil untameabk,^ fierce diey strove, 

And, striving, thus they thought. The Grecians judg'd 

Hope vain, and the whole host's destruction sure ; 

But nought expected every Trojan less * 

Than to consume the fleet with fire, and leave 

Achaia's heroes lifeless on the field. 

With such persuasion occupied, they fought. 

Then Hector seiz'd the stem of a brave bark 
WcU'built, sharp.keel'd, and of theiftwifteat sail, 
WWch had to Troy Protesilaiis brought. 
But bore him never thence. For that same ship 
Contending, Greeks and Trcjans hand to hand 
Dealt mutual slaughter. Javelins now no more 
Mightserve, or arrows started fiom the bow. 
Bat, one mind ruling all, in closest fight. 
With axes, battle-axes, ponderous swoids 
And shortened spears,^ they wag'd the desperate war. 
Many a huge-hilted faulchion strew'd the plain, 
Some smitten from the grasp, some, still insheath'd 
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In brightest stee!* mid from the flhooUer bewt^ 

And pools of blood soak'd all the sable glebe. 
, Hector Aat ship onoe grappled by the Stem 
i*eft not, but griping fast her upper edge 
With both hands, to his Trqans oaH*d aiovd.^ 

Ftrel Bring me ire! Staftd dtose and mfethcSoe ! 
Jove gives us now a day worth ail the past ; 
The aUps afe om, ^nhkk, » the goda' deapittt 
Steered hither, have such sorrow causM to Troyt, 
For which oar mig mokm ttNpi I bfaurte. 
Who me withheld from battle at the fleet 
And check'd the people; but if then Hie hmd 
Of thmider^Hng Jove Mr judgement mrrM, 
Himself now urges and commands ii& Qn> 
He ceas'di dey stiB more ndlenc anaa^d 
The Grecians. Even Ajax could endure, 
Whehn'd under weapons wi«berlea8» thai atom 
No longer, but, resolv'd on death, retir'd 
Down iirom the decks to an inferior a^md. 
Where, planted m a seveMbot bench, he watcii'd, 
And if a foe approach^ the ship v^ith ire 
To bum it, he repub'd fatm whh Us spear, 
Boaring c ontinual to the host of Greece. 

Friends I Grecian hema 1 niimalm of ttea ! 
Be men, my friends! now summon all your miglxtl 

* The poet's art in comlucting Hector to this ship in particular 
M Observable, as well as his motive for doing it. It was a ship 
deprived of its commander, and wight therefore be fired with se- 
curity to the honour of the other chiefs, who were employed eMh 
in the defence of his owo^fi. & V. 
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Think we thai we have thouauids at our backs 

To succour us, or yet some stronger wall 

To guard from hostile rage our wearied host ? 

Not 80. No tower'd city is at hand* 

To which we may retreat, while others fill 

Our statkm here, but £ur from Aiigos' dxne 

Our camp is, where the Trojaos arm'd complete^ 

Swarm on the plain, and ocean shuts us in. , 

Stand therefore. Fight, not ^ht, must save us now* 

He said, and furious with his spear again . 
AsaaiI'd them ; and if any Trojan came. 
Obsequious to the will of Hector^ arm'd 
With fire to burn the fleet, on his spear's point 
Ajaz receiving wounded lum, until 
Twelve cBed m coitfct with himself aksne. 
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Such contest for that gallant bark they wag'd. 

Mcaiiptiiiie Patrodus, standing at the side 

Of the illustrious chief Achilles, wept 

Fast as a crystal fountain firom the hei^ 

Of some rude rock pours down its rapid stream. 

Divine Achilles with compassion mov'd 

Maik*d lum, and in wing'd accents thus began* . 

Why weeps Patroclus like an infant ^rl 
That begs her modier, at whose side she runs. 
To lift her ; pulls her mantle, checks her haste. 
And, weeping, pleads till she at last prevail ? 
Such childish tears,' my friend^ thy cheeks bedew. 
Say— bring'st thou tidings? and concern they most 
My people or myself? Hast thou, alone. 
Heard aught from Phthia ? Still, as they a£rm, 
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Mencetius, son <^ Actor lives, and still 

Peicus .^lacides ; whom, were they dead, 

With cause sufficient we should both deplore* 

Or weep'st thoii the Achaians at the ships 

Thus slaughtered for their outrage done to me ? 

Speak. Name thy tmibte. I would learn the cause. 

To whom, deep-sorrowing, thou didst reply, 
fU U o clus 1 Qk Achtfiest Feleus^ sob I 
Bear with my grief, thou noblest of the host ! 
Since 8\ich cUsitreao hath on the Ckecians fiUkn. 
Our^bravest cbie& lie wounded in the fleet. 
Some in close conflict, others from afar. 
Bold Diomede, the atn of TydoiiBt bleeds, 
Ciall'd by a shaft ; Ulysses, glorious duef, 
And Agamemnon suffer by the spear, 
And brave Eurypylus «q anow-point 
Bears in his thigh. These all are now the care 
Of healing bands*' Oh tbou art pigr-proof, 

> It ■ccnw an onuAAii^n M AMilf ftiiQOUi^ted Ioti that Fatro« 
cluB, despatched by Achilles to the lent of Nettor expressly for 
the purpose of inquiring after Machaon, in the report that he 
makes of the weuoded heroes tit his return, is silent concerning 
him, and him only. His design in this recitsU beiuK to e^ncite the 
compassion of AchiUcs» it was certainly much to his purpose to 
tAke some notice of the hurt received by a person of so much tm* 
portance to the others, whi in consequence of his wound, were, 
likely to suffer longer hy'tlieir own. Various reasons are assign-* 
cd by the commentators, bui all idle aiui unsLvti^factory, one ex- 
cepted ; namely, that it is a stiokc of poetical art, and that the do- 
sipn of it is to su};t;esi «uk itlca of the extreme disirc bs of Uic mes- 
senger, which wab huch as to cuiituse his recolkctiou and cause 
him entirely to forget his errand. — B. Sc V. 
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From anger such as harbour finds in thlnei ^ 
Sooniing aH fioiits t whdm, of men unborOy 
Hereafter wilt thou save, from whom avert • 
X)isgnice9 if aot from the Adrians now ? 
Ah rnfblcfls ! nekher Peleus thee begat, . 
Nor Thetis bore, but rugged rocks sublime. 
And NMiing biUowa blue gave l»r^ to tbee^ 
Who beai'flt a mind that knows not to rdent' 
But, if some prophecy alarm thy fears, 
If from thy goddeaa-mother thou have ai^^ 
Received, and with authority oi Jove, 
Me send at Icaat^ me quickly, and with me 
The Mynnidona. A dawn of cheerful hope 
Shall thence, it may be, on the Greeks ariae. 
Grant me diine armour alao, that the foe 
Thyself supposing present, may abstain 
From battle, and the weary Greeka enjqy 
Short tca|nte ; it ia all that war aflowa. 
. We, fresh and vigorous, by our shouts alone 
May easily rqpulse an army apent 
With labour, firom the camp and from the fleet 

TIm attAotive reader niU douUleit obterra tliat Patnchia aalr 
ihar begins villi AganenMion nor cods with liiiD» but IraddlM 
luai lata iha nidK oldie catalagtto tad barely nentume hSm^ iett 
the wmad of a aame m odious u» Achilles should |vova oapio- 
pitioas to his soUclutioo^C. k V. 

* Ifoseibte as was the teioper of Achilles, the poet yet repre- 
SCaU him as patient of reproach and of reproach not of the gen- 
tlest kind, when be received ii from liiMof oue whom he loved 
as he loved Patroclus. * 

m 
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Such suit he made, and askM (ah raah and bUsvi 

To future ill !) his own disastrous end. 
Then thus Achilles, sorrowful, replied. 

Pktroclus, noble friend ! what words are these? 
Me neither prophecy that I have heard 
Holds in suspense, nor aught that I have karo'd 
From Thetis, with authority of Jove ; 
No^they are other griefs that torture ine ; 
If one, in nought superior to myself 
Save in his office only, should by force . 
Ameioe me of my merited reward- 
How then ? There lies the grief that i»tii>gs my soul. 
The virgin chosen for me by the spos 
Of Greece, my just requital, whom I won 
By my Qwn speur when I dismantled Thebes, 
Her, Agamemnon, leader of the host 
From my possession wrung, as I had been 
Some alien wretch, unhonour'd and unknown. 
But let it pass; anger is not a flame 
To feed forever ; I aifirm'd, indeed^ 
Mine incxtinguisliable till the war 
Should thunder here, and reach me in my camp. 
But thou put on my glorious arms, lead forth 
My valiant Myrmidons* since such a cloud. 
So dark, of dire hostility surrounds 
The fleet, and the Achaians, by the waves 
Uemm'd in, are prison^ now in narrow apace. 
Because the Trojans meet not in the field 
My dazzling helmet, therefore bolder grown 
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* 

All Ilium comes abroad ; but had I found 

■ 

Kindness at royal Agamemnon's hands. 

Soon had they lied from whom ourselves endure 

Siege now, and with their bodies choak'd the sireams. 

For in the hands of Diomede h» spear 

No longer rages rescuing from death 

Th' afflicted Danai', nor hear I more 

The voice of Agamemnon issuing harsh 

From his detested throat, but all around 

A shattered peal of savage Hector's cries 

CaUing his Trojans on ; they loud insult 

The vanquished Greeks, and claim the field their own«' 

Go therefore, my Patrodus ! furious fiili 

On these assailants ; even now preserve 

From fire the only hope of our return* 

But hear the sum of aU ; roaik well my word ; 

So slialt thou glorify me in the eyes 

Of all the Danai', and they shall yield 

Brisets'mine, with many a gift bende. 

The Trojans from the fleet expelled, returo. ^ 

Should Juno^s awful spouse such victory once 

Afford thee, be content ; no farther press 

' Homer's nevcr«failiog consistency deserra to be nodced. la 
lus antwer to the renionstraoces of Ajax at the dote of the niotb 
book Achilles says 

But at the very mention of the name 

Of Atrcua' son * 

My bosom boils. — 

Here he mentions it himself; but accompanies it with such terms 
oi haired and abhoiTcnce, that we maiy well suppoie he could OOt 
hear it patienUy from the lipi of another. 



.Digitized'by Google 



116 ILIAD XVL 107<-.IS4. 

The Trcjans without me ; for thou shalt add 
Still moce to tl^ dl^gniee already miiie. 
Much less, by iiiaitiBl'aidour\irg*d» condaet 
Tl^ slaygbteriog legions to the walls of Troy, 
Lest some immortal power on ber behalf 
Descend, for muck the archer of the skies 
Loves Ilium. No— the ^t qg^oe m% ba«k 
Thy band, and (eayt the battle to themeelvea. • 
For ol>, by all the powers of ho^ven I would 
That not one Trcjan might eacapp of all* 
Nor yet a Grecian, but we, from deaA 
Qurselves escaping, might survive to spread 
Troy's sacred bulwarks on the ground, akme.^ 

Thus they conferr'd. But Ajax overwhelm'd 
Mean-time with darts, no ioi^ger could endure, 
Qoell'd both by Jupiter and by 4e spears 
Of many a noble Trojan ; hideous rang 
|lia battqjK^ helmet bright, strol^e after strofc| 

4 Euttathtss bfbrms ps that ipme pf the ancients rejected this 
viih witb wluch AcbtUes csndndes bift answer, an acoount of ha 
tmpimlbility and the axtravagam amMon ttwt It diMOftrai 
. their raaaona wero not gpod. For, in respect of oMnsm, the poet 
coottantlf reprcienta Ida hero, not tiicli as he ought to ha^e been, 
but anch aa he waa reported $ and as to thf» estra^aganee of lt» It 
Js not grasterxhan Diom6da tisea when he dedarea that If all ia« 
noonc^ the liege, hiinaelf and Sthenelos slope wi|l continne It till 
Trojr be tahon^Nelther is AcbUles representedt as some aUeae, 
ao alward ss to wiab that when all the Trojana as troll as all the 
Oreeka had periahed, ho and hb Maad a^ahi tfion ncqnira the 
victory alone ; bat he inahes the omversal alaaghter of both peo* 
plOf that hiottelf and Pstroclaa only migbt sanrtfo to destroy the 

1 



Sostalmng on all aides, and* waafiy ^rowii 
Of griping fafit and ahafcing iang his ahitH 

His hand and ^ouidicr f^'d ; y^t could not. ^ 
Pisplaoe bm mt|i laaitfd Ibicr* or mvfw 
Quick pantings heavM Us bosom, sweat distiU'd 
Profuse from «U bia Uixiba» found to ^PM* . 
Homw abort, to teeatbe agaiii» ja 
Evil beset him round on evil heap'd. 

CMynu^iaii Musqa j now dcclaie, bow ftrai 
The fire was kiaiilM IP Acbaaa'a ftect? 

With his huge fiuaich^on Hector drawii^ nigh 
To Ajax, of iia bnwm pant djaaim'd 

His ashen beam ; for close behind the neck 

He lopp'd it, and tbp Tdamomau chief 

Bnmdiah'd hia aoaitilatcd spear in vaio. 

Whose bright point tinkling struck the grQuu4 remotr% 

Then Ajax ID hia aoUe miiid perc^iv'd, 

Shndderhig wkfa awe, the interposing power 

Of heaven, and that, propitious to the arms 

Of Troy, the Thunderer purpoa'd to re8cin4 

And frustrate all the counsels of the Greeks. 

He kfi his stand ; they fir'd the gallant bark ; 

Swift ran the flam^ ; all soon was in ^ blaze 

From end Xq^ endf And thus that bark was fir'd* 

AchiUes saw it, smote his thighs, and said, 

Patroclus, noble charioteer, arise I. ^ 
I see the rapid run of hostile fifes 
Already in the fleet— lest all be lost, 
^nd our return impossible. Arm, arm 
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TbMwamokU IwiUcaD, myself, thebond. 

Then put FMrodns on his radiant arms. 
Around his legs his poiish'd greaves he clasp'd. 
With argent studs securVI; the hwbeik fidi 
Star-spangled of iEacides the swift 
Bnc'd 40 his bosom; slung his bmsen simd 
With diver haft adomM and hh broad slndd ; 
Adjusted to his gallant brows his casque 
HaiF-created, waving lemUy aloft, 
And with two spears well chosen fiU'd his grasp. 
Of all AchiUes' arms his spear alone 
He took not; that huge beam, of bulk and iengdi 
Enormous, none, iEacides except, 
In all Achaia's host had power to widd/ 
It was that Pelian ash which from the top 
Of Pelian hewn that it might prove the death 
Of heroes, Chiron had to Pefeus given. 
He bade Automedon his steeds in haste 
Bind to the cliariot ; for him most he k>v*d 
Next to AchiUea' self, as wordnest found 
Of trust, what time the battle loudest roar'd/ 

* The commentators assign as the true reason why Patroclut 
took nor with him the spear of Achilles, that, being a wooden 
•weapon, bad that also been lost together with his armour, it could 
not have been replaced by Vulcan, the materials of whose art 
were all of the metallic kind, who was a smith and not a turner. 
— B. & V. But Homer himself has given us a better reaaoti, and 
ODO which makes all others impertinent. 

• While Patroclus lived, Automedon waa not the cbarioieet of 
Achilles ; but he serves in that office now, because Pi^troclus 
bimaclf is going forth to batUe^V. 
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Autotnedon led forth the fiery steeds 
Swift as wing'd tempests to the cbanot-yoke» 
Xanditts and Baliiia. Them llie harpy bott 
Podarge, >?vhile in meadows green she fed 
Oa Ocean's vetge, to 2ephynis the wind- 
To these lie added, at their a third 
The noble Pcdasus ; him Peleus' son, 
Eetion's citjr taken, tfieno(^.had brought, 
Though mortal, not ilUmatchM with steeds divine.^ 
Mean-time from every tent Achilles cali'd 
And arm'd hb Mynnidona. Aawolmthat gorge 
The prey yet panting, terrible in force, 
IVhen on the mountans wild tbcgr have devonr'd 
An anderM stag new-slain, widi bloody jaws 
Troop all at once to some clear fountain, there 
To lap with slender tongues the brimming wave ; 
No fears have they, but at their case eject 
From full maws flatulent the clotted gore, 
Snch seemed the Myrmidiai heroic chiefe 
Assembling fast around |he valiant friend 
Of swift iEacides. Amid them stood 
Warlike Achilles, the well-shielded ranks 
Encouraging, and charioteers, to war/ * 

' Yet according (o the Scholiast somewhat slower -footed than 
ihey, and added at tlieir side for that reason ; for the immortal 
coursers, llie poet himself tcUs us, were managed with difficulty 
by any other than Achilles ; the addition therefore of a third to 
counteract in some degree their ungovernable hre, is not imaea- 
■lonable, aioce now thej have a morul driver*— V. 

* Tin Imi are andentood tomean aot the hones tbem* ' 
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The fAiips to Ifiiiwiiftet*d bf l^ldts* adii 

Were fifty ; fifty rowers sat in each. 

And five, in whom be trusted, o'er the rest 

He captains nam^ \MtfA% hiiiiielf» sopremew* \ 

One band Menestheus swift in battle led, 

Ofl&pring of Sperdima heaven-deacended stream. 

Him Pc^dora, Peleos' daogbtcr, bof« 

To ever-flowiag Sperdiius, compress'd, 

Ahheogh a mortal woomii» hf a god* 

But his reputed father was the son 

Of Periomi Boras, who with dower 

Enrich'd, and Qiade her opcMy hia brifc.^ 

Warlike Eudorus led the second band.. 

Him Poljrmelat grao(fbl in the dance, 

Daughter of Phyblsbore, but bore by staiMiy 

A mother unsuspected of a child. 

Her worahipping the goldea-iihafted queeik 

selves, but their drivers ; the sense therefore is, that be exhorted 
both the horse and loot to battlc^V. * , 

* It li to be obserred that the rowerk only are oMtiiNNid ; and ^ 
thii ii the obiervBtimi of Aritearcliua io answer to thoaa ciities* 
who expKsaed some wonder, that since the poet misses no op> 
portnmt^io genefsl of imgnlQrmg Arbtttek, be sheold ootliafa ' 
•■cribed to htm a more immtfroiie people. Tbo rows* ba siy% 

in each ship were fifty, hut the number of the rvst b left unaicer- , • 
taioedf ihat« beSny indoiniie, k imty aeein tbo larf0M-*<>V. 

* Some say the ^igbm of anoilier MeMioriUm tk* w/gmMm 
nmti^ AebiUoif hj wKkh arettmiMoee ibcy account for tte ; 
poetfs ailcBce tiitherto concerning her, as well at for the foreraott 
placo being assifned to her eon Meneatheot, in tMb enoaienitkiii.' ' 
PeloniB the giant was tsM to bt'tl|e leal ffAcr of l lic pfe i t ha a » •* 

% who watcbfaig the aifflon when Poljfddral)ttbodbtNilMS|^ * 
China, seised that opportuuity to embrace her—V/ 

m 

m 

« 
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Diana, in full choir, With sdng and dancCi 
The vaiiaot Argickk behdd and loVd. 
Ascending iMk Iteir to an upper itont, 
AU-bounteous Mercuiy clandestine there 
Embrac'd her, who a aoUe son prDdttc*d 
Euciorus, s\\ ift to run, and bold in fight. 
No sooner Uithya^ arbitmft 
Of pattgs puerperal, had giveh hlin bifth. 
And he beheld tlie beaming sun, than her 
Kchcchicus, Actor's mighgr 8(m» enricb'd 
With countless dewef, and led her to his hoitie | 
While ancient Phyias» cherishing her boy 
Widi IbM aftetion, tear^i Um as Us 6M. 
The third, Pisander, mighty warrior, led, 
O&piing of MatmaSos ; he £ir elceli'd 
In spear-fight wery Myrmidon, the friend 
Of Peleus' dauntless sod alone except 
The hoary Pfaienix of equestrian §m6 
The fourth band led to battle, and the fifdi 
Laercens' offiqpring, bold Alcimedon. 
Thus, all his bands beneath their proper chlfcfii 
Marshaird, Achilles gave them strict command-— 

Mynfddon^ 1 all that vetigetoce tbw infliet, 
Which in this fleet ye cea^'d not to denounce 
Against the Trojans while my wrath endur'd* 
Me censuring, ye liave pW]seUlitli*d me oft 
Obdurate. Oh Achilles ! ye have said, 
Thee not with miUc thy mother but with biUr 
SuclLled, who hcM^st Aky people here In tamp 
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Thus kng imprison'd. Umckntiiig chief I 
Cbndttct us in our winged bailu again 
To Phthia, since thou canst not be appeas'd— * 
Thus in full council have ye spoken oft. 
Now, therefore, since a day glorious toil 
At last appears^ such as ye have desired. 
There lies die field— go— give your courage proot 
So them he rous*d, and they, their leader's voice 
Hearing elate» to closest order drew. 
As when an architect some palace wall 
With shapely stones erects, cementing dose 
A barrier against all the winds of heaven» 
So wedg'd, tlie helmets and bobs'd bucklers stood; 

man, press'd helmet, man» and shield^ 
And every bright-armM warrior's bushy crest 
Its fcUow swept, so dense was their array. 
In firofit of all, two chiefs their station took, 
Fbtroclus and Automedon ; one mind 



Of all the Myrmidons. Adulles, then, 

Retiring to his tent, displac'd the lid 

That ckw'd a curious chest by Thetis pbc'd 

On board his bark, and fiU'd mth tunics, cloaks. 

And fleecy arras ; it contains beside 

A cup embellish'd with toborious art. 

From which no prince libation ever pour*d. 

Himself except, and be t^ Jove alone. 

That cup producing from the chest, he first . 

With sulphur fum'd it, rinc*d it next with lymph 
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Pellucid of the running stream, and, last, 

(His hands ckan lav'd) he charg'd it high with irine. ' 

And now, advancing to his middle court. 

He pour'd libatioii, and with eyes to heaven 

Uplifted pray'd, of love not unobserved* 

Pelasgian, Dodonaean Jove supreme, 
Dwelling remote, who on Dodona's heights 

. Snow-clad reign 'st sovereign, compass'd by thy seers 
The SelU, prophets by their vow constrain'd 
To unwadiM feet and slumbers on the ground I 

* I plainly see my former prayer perform'd, 
Mysdf exalted, and the Greeks abas'd. 
Now also this request vouchsafe me, Jove! 
Here, in my fleet, I shall myself abide. 
But lo ! with alt these Myrmidons I send 
My friend to battle. Thunder-rolling Jove, 
Send glory with him, make his courage firm ! 
That even Hector may himself be taught, 
If my companion have a valiant heart 
When he goes forth alone, or only then 
The noble frenzy feel that ^^lars inspires 
When I rush also to the glorious field* 
But soon as from the slups he shall have driven 
The battle, grant him with his arms complete. 
None lost^ Inmself unhurt, and all my band 
Of dauntless warriors with hira, safe return.' 

* Dodona was a city of Pelasgian Thesprotia, in which was an 
oak, and within that oak an oracle attended by a priestess. On 
the arrival of those who came to consult the oracle, the oak shook 



Such prayer Achilles oiftr^il* «fi4 hya anil 

Jove h(?arii>g, part confirmed, and part refus'd , 
To chaae the ditadful k0f$)^ tfqvfk the fleet 
He gave lum, but vQuchsafd him no retmn* 
Prayer and libation thus p{?r|cHa^'d tQ Jove 
The sire of aU, Ac^^iiUe^ to his tent 
Return'd, repiac'd the goblet in his chest| 

between thsi hqsts, aioc4 fbirtfa ^eftre hb tent 

Then rush'4 the \md% by brave Fatroolus 1^ 
FuU on the Trqjitli^ hi^t. ^ wasftt fonakife 
Their home by the way -side, provok'd bjy boy^ 
Disturbing int^pid^f^tq tbeif ^ty)df:» 
Not without nuiaanp^ sfvp to aH who paas^ 
For if, theQcefurtl), spme traveUer unaware 
Annoy thenif. {sming qne aDd# they ^wam 
Around him, fearless in thtir broods* defence, 
With courage ^crce as tli^^irs (qrth rush'd a iqo4 
Of Myrmidons all styMptj^ ti^ tlie skies» ^ 
Whom with4ou4 yoi^^ Pairocju^ llius haraq^jued* 

•nd QUered a sound, wMch wtn Hiterpreted by the pricsteis stLj* 
Ui^-^TAut tfieaks Jufiiier. AN>«f tht OFKt« atopd & statiie of 
a man holding a rod, aj^d at his ^ide a brazen vessel, which th^ 
statue striking with the rud, produced from it a sort of tinkUng 
music, whioh tbe priettcsl in tiko manner ex{)oundcd.— V. 

The Selli— ao called from Sellus the Thpssalian from whom 
they descended. Their abstinence from the baih was probably, 
as well as their steeping on the ground, a voluntary ntoi tification. 
Sut some say that tl»ey never wasiied their* feet, because never 
leaving the temple, liu y had no need. Oi hers, that they were a 
race addicted to war, and hardened ihcnu»elive& on that account by 
|faese austerities.— >B. £c y. 
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Oh Myrmidons, 4Ucn4wts in ti^ ftdid 
Oa Pdeus* aon» ncyir be yt mn, mj fiiencUl 

Call now to mind the fury of your might * 
TfaM eYca frooa the cour^ of hu Inw 
Tbe ehiof nqtt cxc«lfeiil in all the oampi 

Niay glory reap, and that the king of inen 

Himadf may levmhift&iiltvlieohcdeiiiQf' . 

All honour to the prime of all hi^ host.* 

So aayiqc he fir*4 their hearCa» and on the vai 

Of Troy at once they feU ; loud shouted 4ll 

TbejqjrlMi Qra^kivi, ^d4 the navy rang. 

Soon as the IVofans then that sight bebe]4, 

The brave Patroclus and his chaaoteer 

Arm'd claz«lkig bright, isar aeiE^di oo every mMt^ 

And eveiy phalanx quak'd, believing sure 

That» wnitk xcQQone'dy andtemia qf ^neodsbip choaoa^ 

Achilles' self was there ; dien, e\ cry eye 
Look'd foiiod ibr refuge from im|iuiding faXfi^ 

Patroclus first, where most confus'd they swana'd 
Arouqd f rotesil^Hs' burning b^fk 
Huil'd at the multitude his glittering spear. 
He smote Pyrae;chmes, the Poeonian chie^ ^ 
Who Jed from Amydoa oo Aziua' aide 
His crested warriors. In his shoulder stood 
The spewi and with loud groans supine ba feU^ 

• It is not ill observed by the Scholiast, that the poet here rep- 
resents the character of Pairochis in a most amiable li^ht,whO| 
though he had charged Achilles wUb obdttcac; to Uis face, m bift 
•btOM^ makes his apology .-7*V. 
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At onoe fled all his followers on all sides 



With consternation, at the sight of him 

Their nobkst warrior, by Patrodos slain. 

Forth from the fleet he drove them, quenchM the flames. 

And rescued half the ship. Then scattered fled 

With infinite upfoar the host of Troy, 

While from between their ships the Danai 

Poured after them, and hideous rout ensued* 

As when the king of lightnings, Jove, dispels - 

From some huge eminence a gloomy cloud, 

The groves, the mountain-tops, the headland heig^ 

Shine all, illumin'd from the boundless heaven, 

So, when the Greeks had sav'd the ships from fire 

Some ease they found ; but still the battle lowcr'd, 

For not to flight, but to retreat alone 

ITiey had compelPd the Trojans, whoremun^d 

Still undispers'd, and meant resistance still. 

Then, in that acatter'd warfim every chief 

Slew one. Menoetius' noble offspring first 

Reach'd, as he fled, with sudden spear the thigh 

Of Areilochus ; right through hb bone 

The weapon pass'd ; he headlong smote the ground. 

The hero Menelaus, where he saw 

The breast of Thoas by tus slanting shield 

Unguarded, struck and stretch'd him at his feet. 

Pbylides,^ meeting with preventive spear 

The furious onset of Amphiclus, gash'd 

His kg bebw the knee, where brawny most 
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ThemoaolesswdluiinHi; disparted wide 
The tendons shrank, and darkness veilVl his cycsa^ 
Of Nestor's sons, the youngest, first, assail'd 
Atynuutts, whom wounded in the flank 

He stretch'd before him ; Maris saw his 
And, starting to avenge his brother's £ite, 
Stood forth between the slayer and the slab. 
But godlike Thrasymedes' wounded first 
Maris, ere he Antikichus; he pierc'd 
His upper arm, and with the lance's point 
Kent off and stript the muscJes to the bone. 
Soum&ig be lb|l, and darkness veiled his eyes* 
They thus, two brothers by two brothers slain, 
Went down to firebos, associates both 
Of brave Ssrpedon, and spear.prsctis'd sons 
Of Amisodarus, who day by day 
That public pest, the huge Chimin fed. 
Ajax the swift on Clcobulus sprang, 
Whom, .while he toil'd entangled in the crowd. 
He seis'd alive, but smote him where he stood 
With his huge-hafted sword full on tlie neck ; 
The blood warm'd all his blade, and ruthless fate 

^ Bf some it has been objected that a wound of this sort, & 
muscular wound merely, however painful it mir^lu be, would not 
be immediately mortal ; but others allege, that the muscles con- 
sisting of nerves, and those nerves communicating with the brain^ 
the divided veins and arteries likewise having connexion with the 
heart, by consent of parts and profuse JiemorrhAgCy the person so 
wounded might instantly expire.— V. 

' Brother of AntUocbiM. 
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Bemghtod dirit tbe djrkig IvoHlMr^ cyts. 

Pencleus into close contention rush'd 
AndLyoOA. Eadi liad lUld^d Ui glktttilig 
But each in vain, and ttow with ijwords they Ittct. 
He mote BentkUs on the onealed casqiie, 
Bi^ snapped bis fli«ldli0ii t Mm JKmdfetrt taMfc 
Beueath his ear ; tbe vrMc blade entering tedt 
Into his neck, «itd Lycm wUbhis head 
Depending by the skin alone, expired* 
Whik Acamtt hte ateeda for ffiglil fNfepar^ ' 
Meriones, willi quick preventive force 
Pierc'd*his ngbt ahouhkf . From fan diaridC tklrisii 
He smoie Hht ftotxtiAf and datrkiMsft v^'d Ul ^^ifes* 
With ruthkss force his spear the Cretan chief 
• Right through the moulfa of Erymaa impaB^ 
His brain it spar'd, but severing in its course 
The jointed necfc.bonc* started ftrth beyond. 
. It wreacli'd his teeth, his eyes with blood suffus'd» 
And through hia nosidla and hb open UKNilh 
He pour'd the sanguine stream, till death, at length, 
With sable shades eawrapt him all around* 
Thus slew these Oredan leaders, each, a foe/ 

Furious as hungry wolves the kids aasail 
6r lambs, nMch haply some tinheedihg swain 
Hath left to roam at large the mountains wild ; 
Thqr , aeeing^ snatch them ttm beside the dams. 
And rend with ruthless haste the feeble pre^', 

* ApoUonius says thtt the ifU Mvjm here mean the wiri^vMvf, 

or Tcrttbrac of the neck..— -V. 
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So swift the Danai assail 'd the host 
Of liity, iatotttnakiioiit 

Togctbcr drirtfiy aHhope, alf conngc^ lost. 

The towering Ajax wisfai'd but to disuss 
A wpcBT St UedVy wbum wiA cBftim cyit 
The hero watched* But Hector, not untaught 
The TOvior's tft^ wkb ImII hide hiwAlff ttooA 
Sheltering hb ample shoulders, so to 'scape 

Full sure he saw the shifting course of wir 
Now tura'dt yet evea so fled not, in hope 
To Ksene ^ct^beicnuumt of Us friends* 

As when the Thunderer spreads a sable storm 
0*er elher» kte serene, die dood diat wrappM 
Olympus* head escapes into the skies, 
So fled the Trepans finom the fleet of Greeee 
Vociferous in their flight, nor pass'd the trench 
SiiiOQlld]r«raDannoj'ds the rapid steeds 
Of Hector, him indeed faoro wMf tbnougii 
With all his arms ; but in the hoUow foss 
Impassable to them Ids best lie left. 
Then many a chariot- whirling steed, the pole 
Broken at its extimi^, forsook 
His driver, while Patroclus with the shout 
€K battk catting bis Achaians on. 
Left not a Trojan, in his thoughts, alive.' 

^ Spondanus here exclaims very unMcessarily— Ah Homer ! 
where is now your Jupiter by whose aid the Trojans lately con*- 
qucrcd ? Has he too fled with Hector ?— forgetliog thatthi* cbtogS 
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They, once dispersed, with clamour and with flight 
Fill'd all the ways; dust bcoeatli the douds 
Hung like a tempest, and firom camp and feet 
Back flew at slietch the coursers to the town*. 
Fktrodiis, wfaeie moat taauih he perocvr'd 
Drove thither menacing the toe aloud, 
Whik ondcr hn cmn axte idany- a cfaksf 
Fell prone, and the o'ertumbled chaiiots rang. 
Right o'tr the holkMr foaa die ccmrsera kqp'd 
By the immortal goda to Pdena gifen, 
Impatieot for the plain, nor 
Fek he who diwe to siidle the IVojaa cUe^ 
But him his fiery steeds caught swift away/ 
As when a tempest £tan autumnal akies 
Floats all the fields, what time Jove heaviest pours 
Impetuous aaiiit in tokm of his wnth 
Against perverters of the laws by force, 
Who drive forth juatice, reckkaa of the goda ; 
Xhe rifers and the tomHlBy where they dwdif 
Sweep many a green declivity away. 
And. groaning, plunge at leogdi into the deep 
From the hills headlong, leaving where they pass'd 

wtatbt my porpoaeaf Jnpker^ aad that be had.biraielf famaM 

• But how did Hector escape, whose steeds were not equal to 
««uch a leap> and why did not Patroclus follow bim I He escaped 
by the way he entered which Apollo had made for him, levelling 
the foss ; and Patroclus did not pursue him, because he could not 
neglect the host and give his attention to their commaiider only. 

• • V. 
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No tuoei o£ the fkmai woriu of msn. 

So, flying homeward, groan'd tlie steeds of Troy.* • 

And sow, ^auK dmauotl inleroipted 4U» 

IHrtrodos bidL again tiwaid the fleet * 

Drove them precipitate, nor the ascent . * 

To Tiof parnilled llwn» liv wbkh ll^ 

But in the midway space between the ships 

The metJODd the lofty Trc^ waE 

Flnmed tihem avdcnty dtn^^Mering wImnu he veaoh'di 

And well avenging many a Grecian slain. 

Fim then, with giitlrMHg <pcwr he pieveU the brant 

Of Prondus, undefended by his shield, 

And stretch'd him dead; loud lang his batler'd arms. 

The eon oi Enops, TheHor, next he apiole. • 

He in his chariot with his body bent 

And from his palsied grasp the nnns had fallen. 
Then came Jr^atrodus nigh, and thiough hia cheek 
His teelii ti wpirrc ing, drap him hf his Unee , 

ft 

Sheer o'er the cbariot-fronL As when a man 
On aoioe peejeedng rock advMc'd» with lioe 
And splendid hooky draws forth a sea-lsh huge, 

* The poet sdbes the opportunhf which this tfcoMQdsMrimile 
afibrds Mm to laettlotto oo tho mindtef nagiatratea a Jommh of 
trath tad oqulty ; but the maia scope of tfao coinpariaoD k merelf 
lo illoatraio the pabial and laborioas flight of the chariots tnward 
ihocitr«-A*C.lc V. 

The iraed gwwdng wt^ appear to some nadera. too .bold a 
metaphor vheo applied to vaier^ but it ia Hooaer'a raetapbor» and 
the appUcatiooof the aiaailo to iteobjeaeatiretj depeada upon i^ 
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So turn wide-gaping fimi Ui Ml Ik dmir 

At his spear point, then sh9ok htoi to the grooaf 

IVone on Wft ftM» whm BMping he acpirU 

At Eryalus,* next, with ctgcr force 

It smote hiniy tfkl wMiiii lltt poHAsraM qhi|HIP 
His whok he^d ojpen'd iM cqnai lialves. 
IVidi deadliest luglA othmuML fiomimiA 
Epaltes, Erymas, Anphot^nas^ 
Echhis, Tkpokmw DwattarTs soil, 

« 

Evifipiis, Ipheus, Pyres, Polymelus, 

All t)|cae he ihp nhiwipaignri <aut qi oowc 

PitmuscuoQB flufif . Sarpedon, wlMilKSSMr^ 

Such hsvQck made oi his iiooiiictujc'd f"<*»4^ 

By Meoflsdades, wnAk sharp idwke 

His band of godlike Lycians loud addressed.* 

Shame 4QDycNi, Lfciansl wfailfaervMldj^ftf ? 
Take heart, for I will meet this coaqnering chief 
Myself, and laam to wimaa the Tngana mm 
Such numerous ills, so many valiant slain. 

Sosaying^ ihe grouDd alkirm'd he kap'd*. 

* The Eng^Ush reader will be pleased to observe that in tbii 
proper name the a is nade long in the translation being long hi 
jliia 9n0t»\. But critics hare asked how could he kill this Tr«jss 
witfi A stone, being himself iu his chariot ? 9y itthe^ critict iheM* 
Ibre be is said to have dlsmoantedf tboogh tha poet takes ns » 
Itos of his doing is^V. 

* 'A/urpxm«f Is a wordf sccordlag to Glsikey dsssripdfs «f 
tfieir ptoilisr hsfak. TMr sstsM, fsid tfco issil aswi aaiii It, 
were of a piece, and put oa 40f«tlM». To theai ikmnSm the 
cincture or belt of the Qfseks was aaaecensiy* « 
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Patxoclus also tm the other side 

LeiyM fcom hit ihwiit AAtwDvalliMefisiit 

Bow-beak'df crook-takui'd, on some loftjr rock« 

Clanging 4eir plusm, «o tfasy jtogediftr nish'd ^ 

With dradfol mMt whM cnfiet . ^ 

Of wily Sfltuiii saw, with piiy moy'dt 

Alas for my beloved sou, my own 
Svpedoal iilmtfceFiMprtmtodit ^ 
Slaiii by Patrodus ! Yet my doubtful miiu) 
With equal force tmm piH^oses unpei* 
Or to replaes biM'MMli'd'fiwi fiirioui fii^ity 
In Lycia's wealthy realm, tx to permit 
HmftU, in omdiDt vifb Fttioohn, aow. 

To whom, displeas'd, his awful spouse replied* 
How die triffihiB fiatiiniian Jove f 
Would'st thou agmn from pai^s of death exempt 
A auirtal mn^ cideia'd long aisoe to die 1 / * 

Do it Bat wmSk thy pmee ahaH be in faeavaL • 
Mack thou my woida, and in thy inmost breast 
^ Repose tlm. If diaa aend Saipedau aafii 
To his own home, how many gods their sons 
Majr alao aead fiom battle ? WeighkweU* 
For under yon great city fight no few * 
Sprung from the goda, whom thou ahalt mmcb pro* 
vokc' 

' Such as ialmcnut sprung from Mars, Mcneslhcus from Spcr- 
chius, Eadorys &oin Mercury, Achilles from Tbetifi* and iKntM 
from Venat with aiaBy other*. •* 



But if 1^ km faim, and tliioe hoBt hmlai 
Commijerate, letliim perUi the hndi 

Of Mencetiades in furious fight. 

But g^ve coummd tm Qeidi wd nHMie Stej^ 

^ ^ TJpt they convey him, soon as he expires, 

To Lyck's ample roilni, wbeR, wiliidaenles 
Fonefcal, Ids next kindfcd end Un fineods 
^ Shall honour him, a pillar and a tomb 
^ ^The d«d man's portlo.i)«ri«g to Wem^^ 

' She said, from whom the sire of gods and men 
Dissented not, but on the eaith distill'd 
A sanguine didwer jn hommr of a son 
Dear to him, whom Patroclus on the field 
Of Tnjf should slt^r, from Lydf^iut itmotc. 

And now, for conflict fierce prepar'd, they met. 
Fatrodus in hia nether bowels pierc'd 
Xhe JjftMn lieto'a fricfid and clwiolGer 
Brave Thrasymelus. Sinking, he expir'd. 
Sarpedon, next, aeiit f^nrth his glicieringiqiear. 
It miss'd Patroclus, but with mortal force 
Pierc'd the right shoulder of AcMlks' steed 

* Zenodotus expunged this wliolc conference between Jupicef 
and Jjunoy because no previous mention is made of her return tO 
Ida vhlch she left so lately. But the Scholiast Tindlcttef tlie pas* 
, B^ge by obtenriog, tiiat it is frequent with Hfmier to peas aileoilf 
over such matters as may be collected by inference. The return 
of the goddess is a circumstance of that sort) and understood by 
necessary impIicatiou^V. 

■ The Scholiast ehserm <hat Juno's g e ae wws eoaooMiso well 
becomes her, and that she grants lo Saipodon only-wbal will bo 
useless to 
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His spirit forth, and falkn on the field ^ 
|o long loud mpanmgg bieatb'd hia life away. 
Wide flew die startled pair, perplex'd the lems. 
And wrung the creaking yoke, their fellow alaiOy ^ 
Aiid at tinr ode ezleiMfed ID the diiat 
But, with hb faulchion firom beside his thig^ 
Drawn awiMy ferth, Aitfomcdon at once 
The aide-rm seveang, settled ttieiii arig^ 
Between their traces, and with mutual hate 
And fttiy fir'd the chiefe engaged iigain. 

Again Sarpedon with siicoessless aim 
Design'd Patrodus ; for his erring spear 
0*er Us left shoulder flew* Biit» in retuni, 
No feithless spear forsook Patrodus' hand, * 
For in their pectoral recess indos'd 
It resch'd the vitris nearest to the heart. 
As fells a poplar, oak, or lofty pine 
With new-edg'd axes on the mountains hewn 

Right through, for structure of some gallant bark, 
So fell Sarp e don atxctch'd befoie his ateeds « 
And gnash'd lus teeth and dutch'd the bloody dust. 
And as a lion slays a tawny bull 



It it observed by the anamcBtator 00 tfaispssuge, that ffnh- 
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Glauj^s, my friend, among these wiring cbids 
Thysdf% chief ilhiairioaBi tkHiiumbDced 
Of all tfay f tiw uomj mom tMtamm figiit, . * 
And, if^tbou bear withio thee a brave mad, . 
Mjke oMiKditr jqr. 

First, inarching through die host of Lycia, roifli 
Our dueU^U^combU for Swrpedaii liMn^ 
TlieQ haste, thyscdf,. to irtie-Sir tby IneiWL 
For shame and foul dishaaour which no time 
dfaall e*er obhteoilB*. Ii Mrt piMre tft tiM» 
Should the Achakns of my gloilous arms 
Despoil me hereia {voaped of the fieeU^ 

sons wouiided in the chest breathe, for a tinle, with extra?>rdinarf 
force, and die not but by loss of blood ; whence it follows that Sar« 
pedon, without any violation of the laws of nature, may be suppos- 
ed still to have had puwcr of speech left SUfficie&t for bis lait Is- 

jimctiooft given to Gku^ui^B. 8& V* 

* Strpedeo certainly msDMataift^lttiAe/^i, wMm em itm 
Greek expreMion Mw.b bt with proprictf imufnMi it 
ffftawilne 4e Mviftttt— as Clarke imd Madame Dicier ire inclin* 
#dtomiANrit* «AiiMjf hmIa ctrttMlaf^ Menu ef|iiftiljF as Ininvlii^ 
ble tcnip of it^ £itMilliiiie» Mtedy and TemMOBi fBfpoiiig 
8arpedoa to assert that he dies in the middle of the fleet (wluch 
wasiJse m ftct) are kind enough to vtndicato Homer bf pleading 
JnhbbToaiytbatSarpedoni hcinftlii4i^oiMeofdaaih»waide« 
K{ioitS| and kneir^ nocy la raslitf i wiiete he died. But Homer) 
honoTer he may have been charged viih now and tlien a nap (a 
crhneof which I am permaded Im is never guilty) certainlf ;does not 
Btamherhere» notneethmheaadeimdoA; 'Ay««iathe9SIliad^ ' 
means the wAoIr tximtime mrem in wlucb the games were ejtlaliit* 
edy and may thereCbre bereft without anf strain of tlie expression* 
be nnderstood to signify the wMe range of tktm on which the 
•hips were stationed* In which caae Sarpcfta represents ^e 



If 

> 

Fight, therefore, thou, and others qrgp tg ^^s^t 
He nid, and cover'd bgr the nii^oC death 

Nor look'd nor breatlrd again ; for on his client 
Iinpjanrtng firm bis bec|» F«itfoclu9^w 
The spear enfolded with his lilds foilb, 
And the ^eul foUow'd sis the weaiH}!^ went 
His steeds the Myrmidoiis defainM ; fhe^ , inyVir 
His steedb no more, indignant feU the sway 
Of pliwr haiidaf and snorted lo be gone* 

Grief past endurance and distress o'erwbelm'd 
The aosjol of £U^ys, bnpekas ^ posfoim 
As he was charged. He pressed his wounded ann» 
Scarce able to auatain the paogsi he Sdt . 
Sinoe Teucer shooting finooi Ae barrier^ height • 
Had pierc'd it, to defend the fleet frpm Ere, 
And thus in pmjrcr Apottn's aid implorV. . . 

Oh thou ! who, whether in the fruitful realm 
Of Lycia, or in Troy, can^ hear aGbe/ 
And in all regious under heaven relieve 
The anppliant indistress, now piQr me* 
Behold dus rankfing wound ; it goads widi pain 
My tortur'd liaod*. No power oi mine may ataundi 
This purple smin ; fecUo dnuider aearee 
Itself sustains ; nor cou)d I li£t my spear 
To his annojnaKCy shcuM I sedL the fce« 

matter as it was, saying that be dies — tymt !» wfit¥ -that is, Jui jfie 
neighbourhood of tlic ships, and in full prospect of theib. 

The translator assumes not to himself the honour of tbU judi- 
cious remark. It bel9i»gt lo Mr. Fuaeli. 
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Our noUeal clnel^ Sarpedon, in die dust 
Extended lies, and, though the son of Jove,. • 
By Jove neglected. But, O glorious king ! 
Neglect not thou thy suppliant ; heal my wound, 
As&uage its anguish ; strengtlien me to rouse 
My Lycian iHends, and to withstand, myael^ 
Our fiercest foes in conflict for the dead. 

He ceas'd^ nor sued in vain. At oncse god 
Chas'd all his anguish ; dried the streaming womd; 
And with its wonted force his soul inspired. 
He, conscious of his granted prayer, rejoic'd 
In his celestial healer's sudden aid. 
And, first, the leaders of the Lycian host. 
Chief after chief, exhorted to contend 
For slain Sarpedon ; then, with hasty strides 
Borne from his own into the lines of Troy, 
Agcnor first he sought ; the noble son 
Of Fanthous, next, Pdydamas ; renowned 
^neas then ; and, last, the chief of all. 
Illustrious Hector, whom he thus reprov'd. 

Now Hector ! now, thou hast indeed resigned 
All care of thy allies, who, for thy sake, 
Lost both to Mends and country, on these plains 
s Perish, unaided and unmiss'd by thee. 
There lies Sarpedon. He, who led to fight 
Our shielded bands, and from whose might in arms 
And justice Lycia drew her chief defence. 
Him bnuen Mars jiiath vanquish'd by the spear 
Of Mencetiades. Bot stand ye firm! 
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indlpittlioii fire you, O my fikiids! 
I^gcst» stripping him of his respkndent annSf 
TChc MynDldoDt with fiml dUiOBOiir shune 
Idis body, through resentment of the deaths 
Off Dmerous Grechm akia by apenrs of ownJ 
He ceas'd } then grief seiz'd every Trojan heart 

T^eeo- inconaoldhie at such a loss. 

War ditt Sarpedofi/ though an aUen born. 

Had ever been a bulwark of the town, 
. Had led to ite defence a numeroaa band* 

And peer had none in all the band he led. 

At onoe toward the Danai' they mov'd 

Ardent for batde. Furious to avenge 

The slain SarpedoOy Hector led them on. 

Mean-time^ the bold PMrodus roiis'd the Gve^s^ 

* 

And animating either Ajax hrst 

Eager tfaemaelves abeady, thus heand. ^ 

Heroic pair ! no\v make it all yoiur joy 
To chaae the Trojan host» and audi to prove 
As erst, or even bolder, if ye may. 
The biave Sarpedon, who ascended first! 

* The poet unites the two great means of security to all gov* 
Cimneots. The same sentiment in found in j£schylu9« — B. & V. 

*'0«ir ymf ^I^XI^ wv^vySo't mi Aib% 

Wben Power tikd Joatlce drtw in tb« Mine pUkt^ 
Can any driver with an abler {lair ? 

* 1 have thu& rendered ln(;unr* because Hector was in fact the 
first who sprang thruugh the rampart; for which reason tlic Scho- 
liast also rccoromendi thii imerpreution and uodfrsuuds ibe word 
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Our wbU» lies tratUess. Uti ot bev hm faend^ 
Strip and dtsbonoor liiin, and in the Mood 

Of his pxx>tectors drench the ruthless spear* 

So Mjen^dadea hia walriofs nrgHl^ 
Themselves courageous. Then the Lycian host • 
And Tngan> km^ and theitt 4ie MynlaidM , 
With all the host of Giobce in etateinnray^ 
Rush'd into furioas contest for the dead 
With deiifiaiing damcMiva ; Maifdfttat bnkmm^ 

And Jove with Night's pernicious shades overhung • 

The wasteful hattle» to enhance the more 

Thdr conaict for the body faia m. 

First then the Trojans from their order shocked 

The bright-eyed Greciaiia^'' akqrniig not tfae idaat 

Nor meaner Mynliidon, £pigeus, son 

Of the renown'd Agacies. He had nii'd 

In populous Budeum ent, but» chaiigVl 

With slaughter of a kinsman, thence had fied 

To Peleus wad to Thetis hia eapousM^ 

Who, with tliat bmfaer of the ranksi tbeb son 

as sjnonjrmous with i^^iufit^ Homer hinuelf detcribing the a«a» 
Iter of Sarpedon's tasautt upon the barrier^ My*— 

^ut others give *tn}^* ihe Bcnse of — pulled down^V. 

* To hate calted them the hand9ome or the i'eeuieoiu t$f«dana 
would baye been almott Itidkrotis, yet that is ivhat Homer meant 

the trotd Ukmm' Wish bHn k W-Hrcquem to axfima beabtj 
^aahigtochciimitaMeoCk; aointbeitMaalllMMipelMP^sMa 
|lf ept aa a MMflo of the wbolp* 
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AdiiOal, fldit l«n to fitid of Trof . . 

Uim seizing £mI the bodjy with a stoae 
mnstriom Hector ^ tke forehettd smM* 

And cleft his head within its ponderous g^ard 
Aaunderj | i^o bt i tte da the ilaiA he M 

In shades of soul-divorcing death involved. 

PatrockM, grievng fdr lus slaughter'd fiiend^ 

Rmh*d diwwigh the faremott w M riew, As^taitHt 

Swifiuwiog'd bdore him starlings drives or daws, 

VHiik mdi rapidity PaAroehia AtMre 

Full on the Lycian and the Trojan host* 

Kescntfiii of hn Mftw-WMTbr's 

And seeking Sthenelaiis wiih a stone. 

Son of lihannenesy the nigged maas 

Directed to his neek and burst the nerves* 

I'hen Ilium's van, with Hector, aU retir'd. 

Far as a skbder jai^eiMi cuts the m 

Hurl'd with collected force, or in the games, 

Or even to iftmoy a cruel fiie. 

So far the Greeks repuls'd the host of Troy. 

Then QUncus first/ chief of the shielded bands 

Of Lycia, slew Bathycles, valiant son 

Of Chalchon ; Hellas was his home, and none 

()f all the Myrmidons was rich as he. 

But Qlaucus, while he prcss'd the Lycian host, 

Turned on Urn suddenly, and with a spear 



^ Firsts becautiC he was il.c J?r.^r who turned viporj ttiC Grccki 
and renewed the battle; and Vat Trojans afierwiird gather lound 
(um^ ilie more zcaloub in ius defonce for Uiat reasoD.— B. £c V* 
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Transpierc'd his bosom ; sounding, down he fell. 

Deep sorrow, that a vatiant chief had fidlea, 

Fill'd all the Greeks, the Trojans equal joy ; 

At once they rallied, flew to Glaucus' aid. 

And gathered feat around lum, while the Gtieeka^ 

Still fearless, and still resolute, advanc'd. 

Then, by Meriones a Trcf an died 

Of noble rank, Laogonus, the son 

Undaunted of Onetor great in Troy, 

Priest of Id»an Jove ; between the ear 

And jaw he pierc'd him with a mortal force, 

Swift flew the life, and darkness veil'd his ^es. * 

iEneas, in return, his brazen spear 

Hurl'd at Meriones with ardent hope 

To fkierce him, while, with nimble steps and short 

Behind his buckler made, he pac'd the field ; 

But he, forewam'd and bowing low his head. 

Eluded it, and in the dutant soil 

The quivering weapon rock'd itself to rest.' 

* *rTte«TFt%» xf4fltfiSrr*(. A similar expression occurs in book 
xiii. 158. There we read vvoTwtiim irfwii^itft Which it ex- 
plained by the Scholiast in ViUoison to ^gnify— advancing with 
quick short steps, and at the same time covering the feet with a 
•hield. A practice which, unless they bore the m/t^i/^fitv d^im, 
BAOst necessarily leave the upper pans exposed. 

It is not improbable, though 4he translation is not accommodato 
ed to that conjecture, that jEticas, in his following speech to Me- 
riones, calls him, •pxi^4'> with a view to t! ( n-iliiy wiib which 
he pcrform'd this particular step in battle. For Meriones was a 
Cretan, a&d the Creuns are said to have been gmt praficknts kt 
the fyrtiac or OBlIitary dance^B. hV, ' 
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Indignant then JEnicas thus esclaim'd. 

Meiiones ! I sent thee such a spear ^ 
As, reaching thee, should have forever manr'd 
Thy step, accomplish'd dancer as thou art. 

To whom the brave Meriones replied. 
JEneas ! thou wilt find it hard, how great 
Soever thy might, to quell the force of all 
Who would repulse thee. Thou art also doomed 
Thyself to die, and miay but spear of mine 
Once reach diee at the mist, whatever strsngth 
Or magnanimity be diine to boast, 
Thy glory in that moment thou resign'st 
To me, thy soul to Pluto steed- renown'd.* 

He said, but him Patroclus thus reprov'd. 
Why speaks Meriones, although in fight 
Approv'd, thus proudly ? Nay, my gallant firiend I 
The Trojans never unit for taunts of ours 
Renounce the body. Blood must first be spilt * 
Tongues in debate, but hands in war .deeide; 
Deeds therefore now, not wordy vaunts, we need, i • . . 
So saying he led the way, whom foUow'd dose 

* Two lines occurring bere in the original whkb contain only 
tbe 8«ine matter as the two preceding, and which are found aei* 
tber in the MSS. used by Baines nor in the Harleian, the tiaat- 
Utor has omitted them in bis versioo as interpolated and super- 
fluous. 

^ Pluto was celebrated for his swift steeds, became death ovet* 
tihcs every mani and there is im escape horn it. 
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Godlike Mcriones. As from the depth 

Of some lone wood dia£ clothes the mountain's si^ 

The fellers at their toil are heard remote, 

So» from Ihe £ice of Ilium's ample plain 

Reverberated, was file din of brass 

And of tough targets heard by faulchions hug« 

Haid-smitten, and by spears of double edge. 

None then, no, not the quickest to discern 

Had knom divine Sarpedon, from his head 

To his foot- sole with mingled blood and dust 

Polluted* ind o'erwhelm'd with weapons. Thef 

Around the body swarm'd. As hovel-ffics 

In spring-time huz^ around the brimming pai|s 

With milk bedew'dy so eompassM they the ^cadT 

Nor Jove averted once his glorious eyes 

From that dread contest, but with watchful nde 

Mark'd all, much musing on the bloody death 

Of brave Patredus ; whether best it were 

That Hector now should slay him on the corse 

• Of slain Sorpedon, and should strip bis arms 
After fieme laombat in that very spot, 
Or he should stiU that arduous strife prokMig. 
At length this counsel pleased him ; that the friend 
Of Peleus' spn should yet again compel 
The Trojan host with Hector to the waUs 
Of Ilium, bla lightering many by tlie way. 
first then, with fears unmanly he possessed 

. T!he heart of Hector ; mounting to his seat 
He tum'd to flight hims^, and bade his host 



* 
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Fly also ; for he knew Jove's purpose changed.* 
Mint stood, the Lyciaos Uieii» but evea they 
Fled also, shockM and hearttess to behoM 
Their kiiig extended with his bosom gor'd» 
And whdm'd with heaps of slain $ for on lua cora^ 
While Jove prolonged the strife, had many fallen. - 
Then soon of all his dazaling anns they stripped 
Saqpedon, and Menoetius' valiant son 
Consiga'd the spoil to warriors of his band 
Who bore it to the ships. Mean-time his will 
The Tj^nnderer to ApoUo thus expressed/ 

PhoebuS) my aon^ delay not; from beneath 
Yon hill of weapons drawn Sarpedon cleanse 
From sable gore ; then, bearing him remotCt 
Lave him in waters of the running sireaiii, * 
With oils divine anoint* and in attire 
' Immofftal clothe him. Last, to Death and Sleep 
Swift bearers both, twin-bom, deliver him ; 
For hence to Lycia*s opulent abodes 
They shall transport him quickly, where, with rites 
Funereal, his next kindred and his friends 

' 'tfivAmm V olqntatem lovh cut cedtndom^— ^ tils intsr- 
prated in tho Scholium MSS. Llptiemii^Vide ScbaufiBlbergsnii* 

* Here again Zcnodo;us is offended, and because the poet has 
not expressly told us when or how Jupiter and Apollo came to- 
gethcr, alters the line so as to make it say that the former from 
the top of Ida bawled to the latter on t!ic plain. But how easy is 
it to suppose (hat Apollo has ascended Ida^ though that circuok* 
stance has not been mentioned ! — V. 

Thta.6hoit episode seems introduced merely (o reUsTO the 
for a lew SBOMBU (ma tlM 4in ftf tettU^V. 
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Shall honour him. a fiiUar and a tomb 

(The dead iium*» portion) rearing to hb name^ 

He ceas'd ; nor was Apollo slow to hear 
His £aher's wilK but from th' Id«an heigfats 
Descending swift into the dreadful field. 
Godlike Sorpedoa's body from beneath 
The hill of weapons drew, which, borne remote. 
He lav*d in waters of the running stream, 
With oils ambrosial bath'd, and cloth'd in robes 
ImmortaK Then to> Death and gentle Sleep, 
Swift- bearers both,, twin-bom, he gave the chai|;c, 
Who phic'd it scxMi in Lycta^s wealthy realm. 

Mean time Patroclus, calling to his steeds 
And to Automedon, the Trojans chas'd 
And Lycians, on his own destruction bent 
Infatuate ; for Peiides' charge observ'd 
Had sav*d him from his miserable doom. 
But vain are wisest counsels that oppose 
The will of Jove. He quells the boldest heart. 
And (as Patroclus found) with ease defeats 
The glorious ardour which himself inspires. 
Who, then, Patroclus ! first, who last by thee 
Fell shin, what time thyself wast call'd to die f ^ , 
Ajdrastus &rst, then Ferimus he skw,^ 
Oi&pring of Meg is ; then Autonous, 

' The poet teldaiB nwntioiM Pstnelni, in tkb boolt espeeWIfy 
witkiMit an apottrophc ; ao argument of hb uWseden for tba ehar- 
acter—- V. And we may fiurly infer from liia lUoog aympatliy 
mUk a person whom he celebroiei far the ewoeaiess of faia ^tpo- 
fidoB and manner^ a canglmiania fiMwar of hi» own* 
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KchechluSy Melanippus, and Epistor, 
Pylartes, MuUos» Ebsus. All these 
He slew, and from tlie field clias'd all beside. 
Then, doubdess, had Adiaia's sons prevailed 
To enter Troy's proud gates, such havock made 
He widi his spear* but that the son of Jove 
Apollo, on a tower's conspicuous height 
Station'd. devoted him for ilium's sake. 
Thrice to an angle of the lofty wall 
Patrodus sprang* and* with immortal hands 
Thrice smhing his resplendent shield, the god 
Shock'd him to earth again ; but when he rush'd 
A fourth time, demon-like, to the assault, 
Him thus Apollo awfully rebuk'd. 

Patroclus, warrior of renown, retire! 
The fates ordain not that imperial Troy 
Stoop to thy spear, nor to the spear itself 
Of Pdeus* son, though mightier far than thou/ 
So he ; and, fearing to provoke still more 
The radiant god, Pfttrodus left the wall. 
But Hector in the Scaeaii gate his steeds ' - 

Detained, uneertain whether thence to drive ' 
Amid the waning multitude again, 
Or, loud comnandment issuing, to collect - 

« 

His host within the waifs. Him musing long 
ApoUo, clad in semblance of a young 
And valiant chief approach'd ; Asius he seemed 
Illustrious uncle of the chief of Troy, 
Brother m[ Uecufaa, and Dymas" 
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Who on the Sangar's banks in Phrygia dwelt 
ApoUoy so disguised, him thus bespake* 

Why, Hector, hast thou left die %litr ffih Mk 
Not well befits thee. Oh that I as far 
Thee pass'd in force as thou traosoendeal mCy 
Then, not unpunished lon^, shouM'st thoa retire 
Come, drive thy rapid steeds abroad and seek 
Meiioetius'*son, to slay him if thou roay'M* 
And Pho&bus have decreed that glory thine. 
* So sayings Apollo join'd the host again. 
Then noble Hector bade his charioteer 
Valiant Cebriones his coursers lash 
Back into battle, while the god himself 
Entering the throng confub'd the Greeks, and gave 
Gloiy to Hector and the host of Troy« 
But Hector, leaving all beside nnsiain, 
Impeird with furious haste his rapid steeds 
Against Fatroclus ; on the other aide 

Patroclus from his chariot to the ground 
(.eap'd ardent ; in his le^ a apear he boir, 
And in his right a marble fragment rough, 
Large as his gra^p. With full collected might 
He hurrd it ; neither was the weapon alow 
• To find whom he had mark'd, or sent in vain. 
He smote the charioteer of Hector, bold 
Cebrkmes, king Prkun's a po wo u s aon, 
Full on the fort head, while he sway'd the reins. 
The bone that fim withstood not» but the rock 
With ragged angles rough dabii'd both his brows 
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In pieces, and his eyes fell at his feet. 
Het diver-Kke, fiom Iub exalted stand 
BcUnd the steeds pitch'd headlong, and expir'd ; 
O'er whom, Patiocliia of equesthaa fame 1 
Thoa didst cxidt wkh tumdng speech seveie* 

Ye gods, with whatlagility he dives I 
Ah ! k wm well if in the fishj deep 
This man were occupied ; he might no few 
With oysters satisfy, ahboag^ the waves * 
Were churlish, plunging headlong from his bark 
Am easily as from lus charioc heie. 
So tfaei^in Tray, it seems, are difera too 

* TlMugh Homer ncvsr ia any of hb baaqaeta Mta Hah btfiaa 
lib bciaeti It b pbin from thb pauiagc thai they were not ymaa* 
qoefaiied with that sort of diet. Yet neither fith nor fowl were cue- 
taanry viands at the tablei of the anctenti, prabriiiy heeaate thef 
were not dehmed evflicienily nuiriiive lo feed the atreagth of he* 
roes. In the Odyssey indeed we find the companions of Ulysses 
employed In catching^ both for food ; hot they were constrained la 
it by n defidency of ihctr oaaal proflsions, and weta so little coo* 
tented with each substitutes for more solid sustenance, that they 
dew the osen of the Sun rather than they would want h longer. 

Thmtgk the wttvea were chwHak b a circutnstance which greatly 
imlnttcrs the sarcasm) as it compares him not to a diver only, but 
to a diver so keen in purbuit of his pre^, a:i not to be deterred frooi 
it by the roughest weather. — V. 

Homer has been censured by some for the cruelty of this insult 
with which Patroclus triumphi» over the dead Ccbriones— but what 
has been observed by Dr. Clarke conccrnnig ihe character of A- 
chilles, that the poet represents him suc/i au ht wa*, net such as 
he ought to have been^ is equally true respecting all his heroes* 
And it is well remarked by the ingenious author of No. I. in the 
OUa Fodrida, that the cause of virtue suffers nothing by an cxhi- 
biiioB of imforfeciieas iaudent to a pharactar ia other respecta 



150 ILIAD XVI. MS-MI. 

So njring, on bold Cebriones he sprang 
With ali a lion'^ force, who, while the folds 
He mmgesy is wounded in the bmst, 
And, victim of his own fierce courage, dies« 
So didst tboniipring, Patrochisl todespoH 
Cebriones, and Hector opposite 
Lcap'd also to the ground. Then contest audi 
Arose between diem as two lions wage 
Cohtending in the mountains Ibr a deer 
New-aiain, bodi lninger-pinch'd and haughty both. 
So Hector and Patrocius, brave alike. 
That prize dispolkg equal anloar felt 
To pierce each other with the ruthless spear. 
First, Hector seized his head, nor km^ his hold, 
Patroclus, next, his feet, while all bcbide 
Of eidier host in furious battle join'd. 

As when the east wind and the sonth contend 
To shake some deep wood on the mountain's side. 
Or beech, or ash, or rugged amd old, 
With stormy violence the mingled boughs 
^te and soap short each other, crashing loud, 
So, Trojans and Achaians, mingling, slew 
Each other, equally disdaining flight. 
Around Cebriones stood many a spear, 
And many a shaft sent smartly from the nerve 
Implanted deep, and many a stone of grasp 

worthy of Imiution ; because the conduct in such instances is re- 
Itteil nwrcly, not dcftuded, and every man is naturally qualified lo 
disiiiiguiah bctwe^o vice and vinuc. 
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finormoas Kmaded on their botter'd sluelda 

Who fought to gain him. He, involv'd, the whife^ 
In circling dust» at all bis bulky length 
Extended lay» nor his superior skill 
To rule the fiery steed remember'd more. 

While yet the son asocoding dimb'd the heavcai^ 
Both shoimM their weapons and the people fell ; 
But when he joumey'd westward, by a change 
Surpasnng hope the Gfcdons then pterul'd. 
Forth from beneatli an hill of darts they drew 
Valiant Cebrioiics» and sti^'d liis aim 
At lebttre,. distant from the battle's roar. 
Then sprang Patroclus on the Trojan host 
Thrice, like another Mars, he spnmg with shouts 
Tremendous, and nine warriors thrice he slew. 
But when the fourth time, demon-like, he nish-'d 
To the assault, too plainly then appeared, 
Ah iiapless youth I thy destiny at hand ; 
For then it was that.Fhcebos tecroor^dad 
Encounter'd thee in that tremendous field. 
He notic'd not his coming, in such clouds 
ImpbMtrsbly dark Involt'd he cane* 
With palms expanded, on his shoulders broad 
He such a stroke impitss'd, and on his spino 
As dinunM his siglu with dizziness ; he daah^ 
His helmet to the ground, and under foot 
Of many a prancing stcod it roUM and rang. 
Then first that wavy crest defilement gross 
Of dust and b|jOod endur'd ; unworthy stains 1 
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. Till then iiiHXMiiUe ; for how«b«iikl diMt 

The tresses oi iliat iielmet shame, with which 
Achilkfli fightingy feoc'd his brows divine f 
But Jove now made it Hedor^s ; he awhile 
Bore it, himself to swift perdition doom'd* 
His ipear bnua mounted, ponderous, huge and kog^ 
Fell shiver'd from his grasp. His shield that swept 
His ancle, widi its belt dropped frogi his arm. 
And IHmsImis loQsM the odrdet from lus breast* 
Confusion sciz'd his brain ; his noble limbs 
Quak'd under him, and pantc*atuon'd he stood. 
Then eame a Dardan chief, who ihrai behind 
Enforc'd a pointed lance into his back 
Between the shoulders; Ptothns' son uwtt he, 
Euphorbus, famous for equestrian skill, 
For spearmanship, and in the rapid race 
Past all of equal age.* He twenty men 
(Although a learner yet of martial feats. 
And by hb steeda then first to batde borne) 
Dismounted. He, Patroclus, mighty chief! 
Adventured first to throw a lanoe at thee, 
But alevtr thee not; then, snatching from the womd 
His ashen beam, he ran into the crowd, 
Nor dar'd encounter thee aithoogfa unarm*d. 
Then, both by mortal and immortal hands 

* Patroclat nmnag to mo who toKito Um, wJicn be roocived 
tlw stroke on bit btck from ApoUo, Eupborbus seised tbet oppor- 
Uinitf to womd biin So tbtt pert wliicb vooM oec otberwiao bsve 
been oppOMd to Idnw^V. 
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At once assail'd, and all his force subdued, 
Patrodus shrank and to his fiiends ivtir'cU 
But Hector, siodn as Us retreat he saw 
And saw him wounded, issuing from his ranks 
Came spear in hand, and pierc'd Um in the groin* 
Sounding he fell. Loud groan'd Achaia's hosL 
As when the lion and the sturdy boar 
Contend in batde on the mountain-teps 
For some scant rivulet which both desire, 
Ere long the lion qudb the pantfaig boar. 
So Hector, spear in hand, of life bereav'd 
Patroclus; who had first laid many a friend 
Of Hector low, and thus in accents wing'd 
With fierce delight exulted in his fall. 

It was thy thought, Patrodua, to have kid 
Our city waste, and to have wafted hence 
Our wives and daughters to thy native iand^ 
Their day of liberty for ever set 
Fool ! for their sakes the feet of Hector's steeds 
Fly into battle, and myself excel, 
For their sakes, all our braVest at the spear, 
That I may turn from them that evil hour 
Necessitous. But thou art vulture's food. 
Unhappy youth ! all valiant as he is, 
Achilles hath no succour given to thee. 
Who when he sent thee whither he himself 
Would not, thus doubtless gave thee oft in chaige. 
Ah,, well beware, Flatrodos, glmous chief I 
That thou revisit not these ships again 

VOL. II. so 
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Till first on hero-slaying Hector's breast 
Thou cleave his bloody corslet So he spake,- 
And with vain words thee credulous beguil'd. 

To whom Patnxdus 1 with a feeble voice 
And lliullering utterance, thou didst thus fcply. 

Now triumph, Hector ! For Satumian Jove 
And PhoBbuSy first despoiling me themsdves 
Of all defence, have mack the victory thine, 
And thine with ease. £lse-— twenty, of thy force^ 
My might encountering here, had here ezpir'd.' 
But me relentless Fate and Phoebus made 
T]ieur victim first ; Euphorbus, from behind, 
AssulM me next, and thou, more basely still, 
Didst wound me,, last, whom' they had slain before- 
' But mark me, for iaezofable Fate 
Now speaks by me ; thou slialt not long survive ; 
Achilles comes ; Avengeful, and renowned 
.Sacides, and thou shak also die.* 

He said, and, from his languid limbs dismiss'dv 
To Pluto's drear abode hb spirit passed 
Sad and disconsolate ; deploring life 

* A man who, cast down by misfottmie, raiies himself like u 
fiftllen athletic, and instead of whining speaks with a firm tone and 
rather loftily, is not for that reason to be deemed a boaster, but ft 
person of great courage, and one who is not easily conquered.— 

■ The expiring hero prophesies, because it was an opinion a- 
mong the ancients, that the human spirit in the article of dissolu* 
tion acquired a faculty of looking into futurity. And he deplores^ 
after death, his deprivation of so athletic a frame, lest he ahould 
be appointed to animate another not a& boiioarmble.»V. 



Di^i 



IZCo 



[n lifers best season lost. — ^Then him, though dead, 
As living fitUl, the oonqQcrar thus addrew'd* 

Patroclus ! wherefore these prophetic str^ns 
Of instant death to me ? Achilles' spear 
ShaU menace, it may chance, my life in vain, « 
And he by mine, himself, may perish &rst. 

He said ; and on the body atretch'd supine 
His heel impressing, from tlie deadly wound 
Tugg'd forth his lanoc, and aident flew to pieice 
The swift Achilles' godlike charioteer 
Automedon. But him, the steeds cooferr'd 
On Pekus by the gods, a glorious gift! . 
Defying all pursuit, soon snatch'd away. 
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9^mp MOttM cBraea •rannd the body af Pfetrodv. Hector pnu on the umoor of A^Iks. 
Meoebos, hartaf dnpstdied Antilocfaiu to AehiUet wMi mvt of the death of Purodns, ic- 
turns to the lattit, and, taythcr with Merioott, bean PatnMliM off the tiiM, «Ula Ike A)aeea 
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Menelaus, Atreus' valiant son. 
Knew not that Mcnoetiades had Men 
By Trojan hands in battle ; forth he rush'd 
AU bright in btanish'd armour through bis van. 
And as some heifet with maternal fears 
Now first acquainted, compasses around 
Her young one, murmuring with tender moan, 
So mov'd the hero of the amber locks 
Around Patroclus, before whom his spear 
Advancing and broad shield, he death denounc'd 
On all oppoaers; nor the dauntless son 
Of Panthus inattentive stood long time 
To slain Patroclus, but approach'd the dead. 
And warlike Menelaus thus bespake.* 

> Patfoclttt being slain, Menelam it the first to notice it) cither 
fm tccouDt of their similarity of maimen sad disposhiiai (for if 
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Prince! Menelaus! Atreus'* miglity wn I 

Go. Leave the body and these gory spoils j 
For of the Trojans or allies oi Troy 
None sooner drew Patrodus' blood than L 
Seek not to rob me, therefore, of my praise 
Among the Trepans, kst my spear assail 
Thee also, and thou perish in thy prime.* 

To whom, indignant, Atreus' son replied. 
Sdf-praise, the gods do know, is little worth. 
But neither lion may in pride compare 
Nor panther, no^ nor savage boar whose heart's 
High temper flashes in his eyes, witfa thee 
And with the warriors of thy father's house.' 
Yet Hyperenor of equestrian lame 
Liv'd not his lusty manhood to enjoy, 
Who scoffingly defied my force in arms, 
Ahd call'd me most contemptiUe in fight 
Of all the Danai'. But him, I ween, 
His feet bore never hence to cheer at home 

Patrodnt was honaiie and gentle, mch ivmt Metielaiis also, as ap> 
peanfron his wilUDgoess to have spared Adiastus,) orbeeanso 
most of the other Gredao chie& were woonded ; aU, indeed, ex- 
cept AjaXf who ought not, as Menelaus u obliged to do» to retrest 
on the approach of Hector^V. 

• As in the chase ihc spoils of the animal, his hide and head, 
were his property who first struck the prey, bo was ihe armour his 
who first pierced an enemy slain in balile. 

* The wild boar is mentioned lust as the most savage of the 
three, for he i& untameable, which the lioo and leopard are not ; 
the latter likewise use tome precaution when they are attsciicd, 
but the wild boar none^V. 
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His wife and parents with his glad return* 
So also shall thy confidence be tam'd. 
If thou oppose mc. 1 command thee, go- 
Mix with the multitude ; withstand not me, 
Lest evil overtake thee. To be taught 
By sufferings only, is the part of fools.* 

He said, but him sway 'd not, who thus lepliedL 
Now, Menclaus ! shall that haughty boast 
That thou hast slain my broth^, cost thee dear. 
Thou mad*8t a widow whom he ktdly made 
His happy bride ; thou gav'st the deadly wound 
That whelm'd his parents in the deeped woe; 
And that same head and those resplendent moA 
To Panthus and to Phrontis borne by me 
May much console tfiem all ; nor ah^U they want 
Those comforts long, if all that I possess 
Of courage, force, or skill may gain the prize. 

He said, and strove, but vainly, spear in hand 
To pierce Atrides* shield, for at the disk 
Of stubborn brass hh blunted weapon staid. 
Then, Mcnelaus (supplicating, first, 
The »re of all)' pierc'd deep, as he retir'd, 

♦ The death of Hypercnor by the hand of Mcnelaus*has been 
so slightly mentioned that it may be expedient to refer the reader 
to the passac^e. He will find it transieiitly touched in the iast pAT- 
agraph of the fourteenth book. — V. 

' The expedience and utility of prayer Homer miseeB no op- 
portunity of enforcing. Cold and coroSbrtless as the reUgioua 
creed of the Heathens wasi they were nevertheless piously atten- 
tive to hs dicutes, and to a degree that muf serve as a reproof t» 
many professed believers of revelatieo^ 
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Euphorbus* thrait, mi, betiin^ on Ae bem^ 

Enforced it, till tlie point fttood forth behituL 

Sounang lie ftU ; loud nag las UtterM anui. 

His locks, which e'en tlie Graces might have own'd, 

Blood-suUied, and hw linglets wound idioiit 

With twine of gold and swept the dust 

As the luxuriant olive by a swain 

Reared in some selilttde whflperilis abound, . 

Puts forth her buds, and, fann'd by genial airs 

On all sides, hangs her boughs wilh whileat Aowers, 

But bjr a sudden wliiilwiud fimn iSht trendi 

Uptom, lies all extended on the field, 

Such Fuithus' warlike son Enphorbus aeemVly 

By Menelaus, son of Atreus, shdn, 

And suddenly of all his arms despoii'd. 

But as the lion on the moontains brad, 

Glorious in strength, when he hath seiz'd the best 

And iimest of the herd, with savage 6ng8 

First breaks her tieck, then laps the bloody paunch 

Tom wide ; mean-time, around him, but remote, 

The allegorical history of prayer given us in the ninth book of 
the Iliad from the lips of Phoenix, the ipeech of Antilochus in the 
SSdtin which he Mcribea the iU lucccss of Eumelut in the char- 
iot-race to his neglect of pnyer,aii4 tliat of Piiiatratus in the 34 
hook of the 0<lyuey, where ipeakitig of the oewly ai^i? ed Tcl- 
emachtu, he aayi-^ 

- I ■ for I deem 

Ulflu wont ID prey ; since all of etery land 
Need euccour f|pni the godi 

araao neny proois of the tniih of thie fctnark ; to iddch a ^ofl- 
dat reader might easily add a malikode. 
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Dogs stand and herdsmen shouUng, yet by fear 

Repressed, ttmoy Imbi not or dm typroach; 

So there, all wanted courage to oppose ^ 

The glorious Menekus. Then, with ease 

He flhottld hftvetenie Euphofiras' armour Aeooe^ 

But that Apollo the illustrious prize 

Denied hiin» wllo» m aemfaknce of the chief 

Of die Ciooniaas, Mentes, prompted fordi 

Agsunst him Hector terrible as Mars, 

Whose spirit thus in'socents winged he roosM.* 

Hector ! thou foliowest, but with vain pursuit, 
Achilles' steeds, steeds acoraful of coutraL 
By morud hsnds, uakas Achilles, son 
Of an immortal mother, sway the reins. ' 
Mean-time, hath Menelaus, ia defence 
Of dead Patroclus, slain thy noble friend 
£uphorbu8, son of Fanthus, and depriv'd 
Thyself snd Troy for ever of histtd* 

So spake the god, and to the fight retum'd* 
But g;rief intokiable at that word 
Seiz'd Hector ; darting through the shielded ranks 
An eager look» that moment he descried 
The Spartan chief despoiling of his arms 
Euphorbus, and Euphorbus in the dust 
Extended, bkeding. Forth into^he fields 
An bright in dazzUng armour, with a shout 
That pierc'd the skies, and with the lightning's speed, 

* The Ciconians Uiercftre bad more chiefs than xme, for theit 
chief naitkmcd in the oimdogue is named Ea|»heqniis. 
to&. ij.' 91 
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At onoe ht fkfw. Nor Mtadmis' of 

That ciy perceiv'd not, uidf fan noble heart 
Coosiilting aorrowftilly, dim he »us*d. 

Alas ! if I fors;ikc these gorgeous spoUs, 
And knre Patndns for my g^ry sUiD» 

I fear kst the Achaians at that sight 

Inoens'dt reproach me ; and if, urg'd hf shame, 
I fight with Bfector and Ida host, atone. 
Lest, hemoi'd around by multatudea, I M ; 
For Heetor hidier kada Mb- whole array. 

But why these nuisnigs ? To oppose m fight 
One fenc'd and acconded by power divine. 
Is to be whelm'd with ruin like a flood.* 
Me, therefore, none of all Aehaia'a host 
Will roughly censure, seeing my retreat 
From Hector, whom the gods themselves 
Bot might the faattle>8hont of Ajax onoe 
Reach me, with force united we would stri;ye 
Even in oppoaitSon lo a god 
To rescue, lor Achilltb' sake, his friend. 
Task aadnous.! but lesa ardnons than this. 

While he thus meditated, swift advanc'd 
The Trojan ranks, with Hector at their head* 
He then, retiring slow and turning oft, 
Forsook the body. As by. dogs and swains 



^ The lentiiiient is tbit Mid there caanot be a juster. He 

fights ag^nst a man protecud by heaven, fights against bt*V«l 

ilscif, and must l!iercfoic perish, nor pciish onl)', but by a sU«k* 
of and exc;inpiary \xngcancc. 
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Dii?eo !hm the stalfe with <teKNi» 

A bear<]^d iion ^oes ; his noble heart 
Abbots retreat, aiid«low Jie quits thcpfcy. 
So Menelaus with slow steps forsook 
Fatrocivis» aods at ka^, ai7iv'4 io iront 
Of his owiiibttoiMr% thenoe, with wistful looics 
On all sides sought the Tclamoniaii chief, 
l&a kftwsi4 sooo, «f all the Md he Mrk'^ 
Encouraging aloud liis band, whoae heafts 
Pho&bus with imststihle dismay 
Hmiself hod fiiU He mn, and at hfe jnde 
Standing, incontinent him thus bespake. 

.n^ iiendi Memstius' son is dead. 
Come-— let us hasten for Adiilles* sake, 
To rescue from the Trojans, if we may, 
The slaio, thoi|^ haie» Hector bath his ante. 

He said ; then trouble filPd the generous soul 
Of Ajax } iaaving ihroiig|i his fonemoBt line. 
Erelong, with Menekms he arriy*d 
Where Hector trail'd Patjpdus through the dust 
IJespoil'd and bare ; impatient once agam 
To trail him bound, behind his clia riot- wheels, 
Then cast him headless to the dogs of Trojr. 
But Ajax came. The towcr-like shield approached i 
When Hector, mingling with his host again, 
Sfinu^ to lus chariot, and, to blason more 
His praise in Ilium, thither sent, consigned 
To faithful Trojan hands, his precious spoils. 
But Ajax with his broad shield guarding stood 
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^ain MenoBtiades, as for his whelps 

Tte lioa fitands ; him dirough aoine fbresi dmv 

Leading his little ones the hunters meet ; 

Fire gUmmers in his looks* and down he draws 

I|b whole blow into frowns that wMm hb ^cs, 

So, guarding slain Patroclus, Ajax lower'd.* 

On th* odier side, with tender grief oppressed 

Unspeakable, brave Menelaus stood. 

Put Giaucus, leader of the Ljdm bmAf 

Son of Hippolochus, wnth looks of scorn 

On Hector cast, him sharply thus reprov'd. 

Oh Hector! warlike in ostent alone ; 
Fame £dsely speaks thee brave, and should comment 
Thy prudence most that prompts diee when to tf. 
Now think, and deeply, by what likeliest means 
Your city, self-defended, may withstand 

Her numerous foes ; for, of the L} cian host, 
Whose ceaseless tcMl in arms hath ever provkl 
A thankless task, shaB none assist thee more. 
Inglorious chief 1 whose body wilt thou save 

• Homer describes the object as if lie had seen it, yet probably 
painU atier the report of others. A chase of this kind was a wor- 
thier theme of CDOversaiion tlian those which furnish so much idle 
gossip to the sportsincii of our country, and a hearer, with a mind 
inquibitive and observant ^» Uomer'«, would attend to Cbo oarrap 
tivc with delij^ht. 

It is observed that the lion never leads his cubs about, and that 
Homer, thouj^h he ascribes this oiBce to the male for dignity-sako, 
Intends the female. The translator* for the same reasoo, judged 
It best to foUow his example. — Homer* It is 'likewise obsenre^i 
Heyer spcfs mendoos the liaDess.^V. 
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"Hereafter, who hast. now Sarpedon left 
Xtiy gue«t and frknd» to be dkgnc'd and torn 
Among the Grecians? Oft-times, while he Hv'dt 
Tliyaelf aod iiium at his hands receiv'd 
!No tmial benefit ; and what he fell 
In Sium's cause> ye left him to the dogs. 
Kow, thefiefeie, diall the Lyeiaos tn their home: 
By my advice, and, heedless what befalls. 
To aiiift pev^tm leatve the toima of Tfogr* 
For were your spirit such as prompts the brave 
To guaid their home at whatsoever coat 
Of toil and danger, w« ahoiild soon prevail 
To drag Patrocius from the iield to Troy ; 
Whose bodsr* oooe aeonr'd wkUn the Hence 
Of Ilium's walls, the Grecians should redeem^ 
Andf^adljry with Sarpedon and his araa/ 

For whcii Patrocius died, the foremost man 
Of ail the GreciaDS> and the chief who boasts 
The bravcit foUowen, lost his noblest friend. 
Put thecy too Gooaoioos of his mightier arm 
Jn battle, Ajax with hb looks alone 
Subdued, and sent thee to thy refuge here. 

To whom, with aspect 8leni« the Trojan chief. 
And whence hath Glaucus privilege to speak 
Thii8proiidiy? 0 ray friend! Idecm'ddieeoneft 



. » 



• Glaucus supposed the body of Sarpedon boi j)c from the field 
by the Grecians and depobited in the fleet, ignorant that Apollo 
bad been charged wi^h the care of it by Jupiter, and bad C0Dvejre4 
|t to i-ycipu-i-V, 




Digitized by Coogle 



1 



IM ILIAD %VU. 

Wiaest of all the l^TQunfti but tbgr wocdt 

Now spoken, cliarging me with dastard fear 

Of big-boo'd A^BQf^ merit in|r xepmitl 

The roar of batie «iid the firancing steoil ' 

Appal not me, but I, perforce, obey 

The ineaatible ooorni of love. 

Who quells the bravest heart, and disappoints 

With ease theixiousitge wbich buoaeif iiii|ur'^d^ 

But hither, .faaidt alaBd with Hi^. Mfaukn^dbti. . 

Prove ine, if I be found as thou hast fifudy 

An idler all the digr, ^ by iHoe 

I not eomperaome Grecian to renounce 
Patroclus, even the boldest of tlvm alL 

He ceas'df aod to hia hoat exdaim?d ^bad. 
Trojans, and Lyciaoa, and close-iightiog son;s 
Of Dardanus, oh be jfc men^ my fiknda 1 
Now sammoii all your fortitude, while I 
Put on the aoooour of AchiJks, woa 
* From the renown^ PMrodua alain bf me* 

So saying, illustrious Hector from tlic cla^i . 
Of spears withdrew, and with hiaswiAeat pace 
Departing, omUiak, not fir remote 
The bearerb of Achilles' arms to Troy. 
Apart irom all the honm of the fidd 
Withdrawn, he chang'd his armour ; gave his own 
To be by them to sacred Ilium borne. 
And the immortal arms of Peleus* son 
Achilles, by the ever-Uving gods 
To Peleus given, put on. . Those arms the sire. 
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Now old himself, had on his son cfxifetT'd. 
But in those arms his sqq grew never okL 

Him soon 8s JoTC bchdd vctv'd froBi dl 
And potting on divine Achilles' arms, 
CoDtemplative lie shook his bniws» Inid and. 

Ah hapless eliief t ^ death, although at hand, 
Nought troubles thee. Thou wear'st his heavenly: arms^ 
Who all exods, the temmr of his foes,. 
His friend, though bold yet gentle, thou hast slam^ 
And hast the brows and bosom of the dead i 
Unseemly bar'd ; yet, bright aocscess awliilB 
I give thee ; so compensating thy lot. 
From whom Andramache shall ne'fer reonma 4 
Those glorious arms, for thou shalt ne'er return^ 

So spake the Thunderer, and his sable brow . • 
Shalung, confirmed the word. To Heelot^dahe * 
He made the armour apt, and Mars his soul 
With fuiy iiU'd ; he felt las limbs afresh 
Invigorated, and with loudest shouts 
Retum'd to his illustrious allies. 1 
To them he seemed, in that bri^ aimoor dady 
Himself Achilles; rank by rank he pass'd ' *^ 
Through idl the host, exhorting cfery ducf, n •* 
AsteropROS, Mqithles, Phorcys, Medon, . * 

* This speech of Jupiter iccms to be introduced by the poet 
merely with a view to console and conciliati' lus Grecian audito- 
ry. They could not but iccl indignation ai Uic ihouglu of Hector 
clad in the armour of Achilles ; but foretelling the speedy death 
of Hector, in a manner too the most patbettCj.he changed at oncp 
their resentment into pity. 
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Thentloohus, Deiaenor, augur Emiomas, 

Chromius, Hippothoiis ; all these he roused ' 

To battle* and in accents wing'd began. 

Hear me, ye myriads, neighbours, and allies ! 
For not thcough fond desire to fill the plain 
IVidi multitudes, have I conven'd yon here 
Each from his citv, but that well-inclin'd 
To lUum, ye might help to guard our wives 
And little ones agunst the host of Greece. 
Therefore it i^ that forage large and gifts 
Phividing for yon, I exhaust the stoies 
Of Troy, and drain our people for your sake. 
Turn then direct against them, and his life 
Save each, or lose ; it Is the course of war. 
The man, who, in despite of Ajax, drags 
The dead Patroclns to the lines of Troy, 
Shall, with myself, who stripp'd his glorious ann% 
Partake the spoil, and, with myself, the fame.* 
n He ended ; they compact With lifted spears 
Bore on the Danai, conceiving each 
Warm expectation in his heart to wrest 
From Ajax, son of Telamon, the dead. 
Vain hope ! he many a lifeless Trojan heaped 
On slain Patrochis, but at length hb speech 
To warlike Menelaus thus address'd. 

Ye are fed, he s.ays, at the expense of Troy, and at an ex- 
pense to her that she can ill afford, therefore lay down your livc« 
for the city. It »eenis a stranj^c contract, lilc for a scaiuy main- 
tenance \ but it is such as miiiury meo make, aud others w<Mider ^ 
stit. 
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Ah Meiielatt8» valiiDt fincnd 1 I hope 

No longer, now, that even we shall 'scape 
Ourselves fiorn fight; nor faur I so the loss 
Of dead Ptetrodus, ivith whose flesh the dogs 
And fowls of UiuDi shall ere loqg be gorg'4t 
As for my life I tremble and for thine. 
That cloud of battle, Hector, such a gloom 
Sheds all around; death manifest impends. ^ 
Haste — call our best, if even they can hear.* 

He^ttke» nor Mendaus not oompUed* f 
But called aloud on all the chiefs of Greece. 

Friends, senators* and leaders of the powers 
Of Argos 1 who widi Agamemnon dbcink 
And Menekus at the public cost. 
Each bearing rule o'er many^ by the wiH 
Of Jove advanced to honour and renown ! 
The task were difficult to single out 
Chief after chief by name amid the blaze 
Of such contentioB ; but oh coqie yourselves 
Indignant forth, nor let the dogs of Troy 
Fttroclus rend, and gambol with his bonea*^ 

• A brave man may fear though he will not fly ; a good scar 
man may suffer some anxiety at sight of an approaching tempest, 
though his presence of mind will not deaert him when he would 
prepare his ship to eocouoter it— V* 

» 

^ The Scholiast obser? ti, like a tmtXSreciaii, tbtt Me&elaos 
bid BO need to wnuiiQii them by thdr aanes. Challeiiged by 
tbrir tiDk md hf their glory they fly aU at once to hit aaiiatance, 
adnovledging no appeltation more readilf ' than that h^ gives 
them— Men of renown asd honour. 
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He cam% ^nbaat toioe Oilcus' saa Uie swift 
Peroeiving WMl quick ear, dT the ohiefr 

Ran foremost ; after whom Idomeneus • 

Approached, and dread as homicidal Mars 

Meriones. But never mind of man 

Could evea in silent recoUcction name 

The whole tiSt liitaldCtidev Who, following thMft^ 

Renew 'd the battle on die part of Greece. ' 

The Trojans fitst, With HtftfW their hea^ 

Wcdg'd ill close phalanx, rush'd to tlie assault. 

■ 

As when widun some rapid river's mouth 
The billows and stream 6kA^ m efdier Aon^ 
Loud sounds the *roar of waves ejected wide, 
Sach seem'd the damoar^ of the IVojan host 
But the Achaians, one in heart, around 
Fatroclus stood* bulwark'd with shields of bras^ 
And over all their glittering helmets Jove 
Darkness diffused, for he had held him dear 
While yet he Uv'd (kiend o£ i^cides, 

* There is no word in our language expressive of loud sound, 
at all comparable in efftct to ihe Greek lio-o-onin. I have there^ 
fore endeavoured by the juxtaposition of two words similar in 
sound, to patiiiitc io aomc tmaU d«gi'«e a defect wbidi it was not 
in mjr power to cure. , 

!t is said of Solon, that having^ successfully imitated most of 
/ Homer's beauties, when he attciiipicd to produce a passage that 
ifiigfat rival this comparison, sthick with aMotiishttient at ite supe- 
riority to all that he could execute, he burned his poeTn.p— XJ/ 
^ato is said to have fbund himself equally foiled by it, and to haro 
bUrhed Ms atoo^V. Sc C. It is certain tiMt Oie fslickjr of »»» 
mcr'a lines passes all encomiuni. 
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And* noWa i^b^nriog thftt the dc^ of Trgjr /I 
Sliould i9pd him, urg'd the Greeks ^ Ub defence. ' j 
Tbe Trojans firsi prevailed f repuls'd t)ie Greeks , i 
And dragg'd the deadt but none of. all tlwir host, . { 
With all their fury slew. Nor stood the Gfeel^s 
IxHig time alofi^ 8Q0II ndlied by the voici^ 
Of Ajax, in his form ai^ i9 ius ac( . /• 

Inferkr to :£ficides aloDc* . 
Righ^ AcQK^h the ibremost opiig^l;>a^ts he ru^'d 
Id force resembling aapsl some savage boar 
WTbich in lU^ m^nt44i)i> bursting through the hra]L^£»ii 

The smins dispeprseaiuid thek hpMitda 1^ 

Like him, illustrious Ajax, mighty son [ 

Of T^lsfiai^ at his assault dispers'd 

With ease the close embattled ranks, who fought 

Around the dead Fatrociu^ Strong in hope 

To aduefe him, and lo make the glory theiis* 

Hippothoii^f Pdiisj^ Letbus' son^ 

A noble youth, ambitious to deserve 

Api^ause from lie^^ and the Trc^ ho8t» 

Binding Patroelus' ancles With a thong 

Together, grasped his feet, and toil'd to i^^w . 

TlK lifi^ )o«} film cooaKt safe a^^^ 

But mischief^ swifter than his readiest friends 

Could bdle» reached hkn. Sudden in Mnib» 

And spear in hand, iilustrious Ajax smote 

His lettering helmet with an arm so strong 

And with a beam so ponderous, that his point 

Sheer to its bottom split the crested brass. 
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Plung'd to its neck, the spear let forth at onoe 
Life's cnmnt and die brain. He nerveless sairik,* 
Let fall Patroclus' feet, and fell himself 
Prone on the body ; never more to see 
Fruitful Larissa, never to requite 
Their kind solicitudes who gave him birth, 
In bloom of life by dauntless Ajax slain. 
Then Hector hurl'd at Ajax, but the spear 
Pto'd him forewarned of its approach, and piere^ 
Schedius Ipliltldes ; he, noblest ehief 
OS the Phocensians, over many rcign'd, 
Dwelling in ^mopeus the iar.renown'd* 
Entering beneath the clavicle,* tlie point 
Right through his shoulder's summit pass'd behind. 
And on his loud-resounding arms he fell. 
Next, Ajax wounded at his waist the son 
Of Phoenops, valiant Phorcys, while he stood 
Guarding Hlppothoiis ; through his hollow mail 
Snforc'd the weapon drank his inmost life, 
And in hts palm, supine, he clench*d the dost 
Then Hector with the foremost chiefs of Troy 
Fell back ; the Argives sent a shout to heaven» 
And dragging Phorcys and Hippothoiis thence, 
Stripped both.' In that bright moment Ifium^ host 
Fcar-quelPd before Acfaaia^ waifike sons 

^ Or collar-bone. 

' If they could drag Piiorcys and Hippothoiis, why not Palm- 
clus ? Because iiic Trojans, more anibiiious lo make prize of him 
than to rtsciie their own, directed all their efforts to obtain hioi> 
|p4 QC^lccted the bodies of their countrymen^V. 
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Should have mmer'd lihiin, and the Gieeks 

"By matchless might and fortitude tlicir o\v n 
Had snatch'd a victory from the grasp of Fate» 
But that^ himself, the king of radiant shafb , . 
ilijieas rous'd ; Jblpy tis' sod he seem'd 
PeriphaSy anoient in the service grown 
Of old Anchises whom he dearly iov'd ; 
Sis ibnn assumM, Apollo thas began. 

^neas ! I have seen the glorious chiefs 
Who by their people's valbur and their own. 
No foreign aid at hand,* have, in despite 
Of adverse heaven^ seciirM their totterii^ towers. 
But we so dread the Grecians, that we yield 
The viotoiy theirs, which Jove designs our own. 

He ended, whom i^neas marking, knew 
At once die glorious archer of the skies, 
And thus to distant Hector call'd aloud. 

Hector! Ye chiefs of Troy, and her allies! 
Shame is our portion if we climb again 
The he^jhts of Ilium, slaves of hopeless fear. 
And fugitive before the Grecian host. 
For I have leam'd this moment, from a god 
Scandbg bende ne, that in Jove lumself, 
Whose counsels all events of war obey. 
The Trojans have a friend. Now, therefore, fiioe 

^ TliiB ii the import of irA^^n «fimjffv w wSm . Te» lie laji, 
ktfe the gedft on yonr nde lad tfre aided by numeroai slliesy yet 
nrffer yoonelvet to be wonted ; ualike to tome' whom I have 
leen, wbo^ antiipportcdlij otberi and with the gods against thcaii 
Imte yet conquered* 
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Once more the foe, nor suffer that, in peace, 
Thqr reach the diips, and bear Patroclu^ lum« 

He spake, and starting fiir into th^ van 
Stood fofempst forth ; they, wheeling, fac'd the Qrfete^ 
Then, spear in hand, .£neas miM the fiioid 
Of Lycomedes, brave Leocritus, 
Son of Ariabas. l^Qomio^ mov'd 
Wkh pity saw his fall, and drawing nigh 
First stood, then hurling re^p^eodei)^ bnf^e 
Pierc'd Apisaon, fen of i|i^p«iw 
And captain of a band, beneath his chest 

Right throi;i|^ thia U w, mi 9t ooge he 

He from Paaonia's ^tfiil land to Trpy 

Came forth, «^Gep( A&t^r9i>9|U$a brave 

Past all his hqst Ast^ropami^ aaw, 

And rubh'd impatient to tlie van, prepared 

For furious fight, but room fur figt^^ foupd ^9Pf^ 

So thick a fence ^ shields and ported ape^n 

Fronted the guard pf M(^n9(U«i4^s, 

For Ajax, pwi^i oe9^eksli» through the nmk^ 

Gave them strict charge, that none should fajl behi?i<J« 

None step b^foie, mtHti/m oi r^O^w^ 

But all, in even iiodi«lwb'4 wray. 

Move round Patrodus' bfudy, ia hundf 

Such Qfdfr gm Iwfe. Ajtf ; pmrj^gm 

Drench'd all the ground ; in slaughter'd heaps they fejl 
Trqjans and Trojai» aid« of dauiuless hearta 
And Gredana ; far not even they the 

Wag'd bloodless, though with far less cost of blood* 




Each mindful to avert his fellow** ftrte.* • 

Thus bum'd the battle ; thou badstdeem'd tlleMi 
And tnoon alike extlAguisshM ill die ftkfett, 
Beneath a co^ so dense of darkness strove 
XJnceasuig sU idle most iMowti'd in sunns 
For Mencetiades. Mean-time the war^ 
By Gredks and Tfdjans ia all odier parts, 
Was wag'd beneath serenest skies ; the suti ^ 
On them Ids radianee darted ; nbt k doud. 
From mountain or from vak ascending, slak'd 
His fervouti tfaei« at distance dtie tbe3r fought 
And paus'd by turns, and diunn'd the ctud dart. 
But in the middle field not im akttie 
They suffer'd, but night also ; ruthless rag'd 
The iroii Mstm^ And all die mightiest Ued. 
Two glorious chiefs, the while, Antilochus 
And Thiaqrmedes, tidings none had heard 
Of brave Patroclus slain, but deem'd him still 
Living, and troubling still the host of Troy ; 
For witcUul onlf to pitvent the flight 
Or slaughter of their fellow^^warriorsy thqr 
Muntain'd a distant stiktion, soenjoia'd 
By Nestor when he sent them to the fieid.^ 

* The line gives a lessen to soldiert} teaching them that mam 
•f bean and spint» and alTeciaou Ibr eacliotlwr> are tbe eoreit 
meana of ^cforj<f "-V. 

* The proper meaning of i-xica-ctfutf — ia not simply looking ofi, 
but firo-viding against. And thus iheir ignorance ot the death of 
Patroclus is accounted for. They were ordered by Nestor to a 

906t in winch ibey should have iilUe to do iheautaivesi except t# 
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But fieiy conflict arduous employed 

The test aU day continual f knees and leg8» 

Feet, hands, and eyes of those who fought to guard 

The valiant friend of swift i£acides 

Were smear'd with sweat and dast As when a man 

An huge ox-hide drunken with slippery lard 

Gives to be stretch'dt his servants all around 

Dispos'd, just intervals between, the task 

Ply strenupus» and while many straining hard 

Extend it equal on all sides, it sweats 

The moisture out^ and drinks the unction in, 

So they, £bw paces inteipos'dy by turns 

FuUM at the body, now toward the slups, 

And now toward the city, dragging thence, 

As these or those prevail'dt their envied prize. 

Wild tumult rag'd ;iround him ; neither Mars 

Gatherer of ix»ts to battle, nor herself 

Minerva in her fiercest wrath had viewed 

That conflict with disdain, to such a length 

Extended Jove that day the bloody toll ^ '|[ 

Of steeds and men for Menoetiadcs. 

Nor knew divine Achilles or had aught 

Heard of Patroclos slain, for from the ships ' 

Remote they fought, beneath the walls of Troy. 

He, therefore, iear*d not for his death, but hope 

Indulged much rather, that, the battle push'd 

To Ilium's gates, he should return alive. 

i^perioteiid others, ami wcrs coanqucntly too remote from Pttio* 
das tp M him My or eroa lo hear ttm he ImmI fiOlta-— V. 
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Cor that his friend, unaided by himself 

Orevenakkd, should prevail to lay 

*T*roy waste, he nought supposed; by Thetb wam'd 

In secret conieraioe oft| he better knew 

Jove's purpose ; yet not even she had borne 
Those dreadful tidings to Ms car» the loss 

Immeasurable of his dearest friend. 

They all around the dead fought spear in iiand 
Slaying and spoiling mutually, and thus 
A mail-clad warrior of the Greeks exdaioi'd—" 

Shame were it, Grecians ! should we seek by flight 
Our galleys now i yawn earth beneath our feet 
And here mgiilf us rather \ Better for , 
Than to permit the Trojan host to win 
The glorious day, and drag Patroclus home* 

Thus also spake a valiant man of Troy* 
My friends ! though Fate ordain us all to die 
Around this body, stand ! let none retire. 

So spake the warrior prompting into act 
The courage of his friends, and such they strove 
On both sides ; high inu> the vault of heavea 
The iron din passed through the desert air. 
Mean-time the horses of iEacides 
From fight witlidrawo, when once they understood 
Their charioteer outstretched in dust beneath 
The arm of hon\icidal Hector, wept. 
Them oft with hasty lash Diores' son 
Automedon assaird ; with gentle speech 
Address'd them oft, oft threaten'd them aloud, 

VOIn tl. S3 



ILIAD XVII. lor-isf. 

But neither homemrd, to afaipt tiMt lin'tf 

The sounding shore, nor to the Grecian host 
' Would diey letum, but motkmlesft alike 
Stood bothy as stands the coiamn of a tomb 
Some chief's or matron's ; bowing low their heads^ 
They ceas'd not to deplore with many a tear 
Wliom they had lost, and each his glossy mane,. 
Dishevelled now, polluted is the dust. 
Jove saw their grief with pity, and hb brows 
Shaking, within himself tlius, penave, said.^ 
Ah, wherefore, hapless pair ! by gift divine 
Were ye to Peleus given, a mortal king, 
Yourselves immortal and from age exempt 2 
Was it that ye might share in hiinia» woes? 
For, of all things that breathe or creep tlie earth,. 
No creature lives so mere a wretch as man* 
Yet shall not Priameian Hector ride 
Triumphant, drawn by you. Myself forbid* 
Suffice it that vain-gloriously he boasts 
Those aims his own. Your spirit and your Umbo 
I will invigorate, that ye may bear 
Safe hence Automedon Into the fleet. 
For I ordain the Trojans still to spread 
Carnage around victorious, till they reach 
The gallant barks, and till the sun at length 

• 

* The Scholiast observes on this passaj^e, liiat ihc horse is ik 
sai^acious ainmal, not unobservaat of wtiat happens in battiCy es- 
pecially to hi% own master.— V. 
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Descending, sacred darkness cover all.^ 

He said» and witk new migla the steeds insptr'd. 
They, shalung fim their hair tlK dnat^ belw^ 
The van of either army whirl'd along 
The n|Md dnioL Fightiog as he pmVI, 
Though filled whh sorrow fnt his slaughtered jErieiid* 
Automedoii high-mounted swept the hdd 
Impetuous as a vulture scattering geese ; 
Now would he vanish, and now, turning, chase 
Through the whole muiutude his trembling ioe ; 
But wfaomsoe'er he lbUow*d, none he slew. 
Nor was it possible that bonie alone 
In that dread chariot, he^should both direct 
The spear aright and guide the fiery steeds. 
At length Alcimedon, his friend in arms, 
Son of Laerceus son of iEmon, htm 
Observing, from beliind the chariot hail'd 
The flying warrior whom he thus beqiake. 

What power divine, Aotomedon! distorts 
Thy sober judgement to so wild a course? 
Thy friend is slain ; exulting Hector wears 
The armour of i^acides ; and thou, 
Still hghtiag, brav'st the foremost ibe, alone. 

• This whole passage is designed bjr the poet as a lesson of hu- 
miliation to man. If these creatures owed their unhappiness to 
their intercourse with human kind, then, man himself must be still 
unhappier than they. In fact, considering him with reference to 
the present life only, we find him in all endowments, reason alone 
excepted, infcriour to the brutes. — The poet makes Jupiter the 
speaker, that the instruction may hav^ the greater weight and in- 
fluence. — V. 
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* 

Then aikuwcr tew AuliMBedkoii fcluiii'dt 

And who like brave Alcimedon to Hile 
The force and fiie of theie imnoital aleedsy . 
. Save only, godfike in die noble art, 
Patrocius, while he Uv'd? Thou, therefore, take 
The whip and reinay uriaeh he ahall bold no noae. 
While I, dismounting, hasten to the fight. 

He oeaa'd ; Alcimedon without Mblj 
Mounting the faattle-chariot, adz'd at once 
'The lash and reins, and from his seat down leap'd 
Automedon, Tbeaa noble ibctor mark'd, 
And to i^ncas at his side began. 

lUustrioua chief of Ilium's warlike boat 
^Eneaa ! I have notic*d yonder ateeda 
Of swift Achillea iu the foremost fight 
Conspicuous, but under away of hands 
Unskilful ; whence no little hope I feel 
That we might seiae them, wert thou so iadia'd } 
Since never wmld tboae two preamne to nisb 
To the encounter of a force like ours,* 

He endedi nor Anchiaea' valkait aon 
Refos'd his counsel ; dien with targets firm 
Of season 'd hide brass-plated thrown athwart 
Their ahoublerai bothadvancM, with whom a youth • 
Of godlike form Aretus also went 

♦ Hector, already possess'd of the armour of Achilles, is desir- 
ous that Uis horses may become Tiojan property also, and he 
ctlH .Aneaa to Msist him in tMs cxploii, not only as a biavc man; 
but because he had been severely mortified by the loss of his own, 
of which he had been deprived by DioaKtlc. — V- 
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• 

And Cfaroiimis* Aivlcfit liop^ thoy ill conm ^^dl 

To slay those chieis, and from tbe field to dri? e 
Achilks' lofty aleeds. Vdn 1 fcir thm 
No bloodless strife awaited with the force 
Of bnm Aiitoaiedon; ht^ pnyer teJove 
First afcing, fdt Ins angry soul whh might 
Heroic fill'd, and thus hia faithful friend 
Alciinedttii» inoootinait^ addieia'd. 

Alcimedon I hold not the steeds remote 
. But breathing on my back ; £or I expect 
That never Piriandan Hedor'a rage 
Shall limit know, or pause, till, slaying us. 
He mount, hinMctf; Achittoa' fiery Heeds 
And chase the Greeks, or perish in the van. 

So spying, he caUed*aloud on Menelaua 
With eidier A juL Oh iHualrioaa cUefr 
Of Argos, MenelauSy and ye bold 
Ajaces!' kaviog att your best to cope 
With Dium^s powers and to protect the dead, 
From friends still living ward the bi^ day« 
For hither borne, two wanriors, prime of all 
The Trojans, Hector and i^neas rush 
Right through the battle. The events of war 
Heaven orders ; therelbre even I will give 
My spear its flight, and Jove dispose the resL* 

' The LttiD plural pf Ajas it lOOMtliiiM nccsfsary, becsOMtha 
English phiral—Ajaxet— would be insuppoitable. 

• &yit it yif»*!r< Kurau — Lie in the laft cf the god; A similar 
expressiob occurs in ihc proverbs of Solomon. 
The (ot i» ceut into the iap^ but the dkJiQtal there<if U tht Lord^ 
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He and, andtnndifliikiglittiiiisfly * 'A 

Dismissed it at Aretus ; full he smote 
His ample shield, nor staid the pointed brassi 
Bttt penetratiiig afaeerllie disk, hisbeh 
Pierc'd also, and stood planted in his waist. 
As when aone vigorous youth with ihaipea'd axe 
A pastur'd bulled^ smites behind the horns 
And hews the muscle through ; he, at the stroke 
Springs forth and fiUls, so sprang Aretus forth, 
Then fell supine, and in his bowels stood 
The keen-edg'd lance still quivering till he died.' 
Then Hector, in return, his radiant spear 
s Hurl'd at Automedon, who of its flight 
ForewamM, his body bowing prone, deceived 
The weapon, which, implanted in the soil 
Behind him, shook to its superioor end» 
Till, spent by slow degrees, its fury slept. 
And now, with hand to hilt, for closer war 
Both stood prepared, when tfaroogfa the multitude 
Advancing at their fellow- warrior's call 
Each Ajax suddenly their farther strife 

' At first, like an ox wounded beJiind the Iiorns, he sprang for- 
ward, but he fell noi prone, as an ox would fall, the force of the 
stroke rcpuluDg and castiag him on hit htck^V. 

Qutlct mugitiit, fugit cum saucius tram 

Taurus, et incenam cxcussit cervice aecurim. j&n. ll. SSS. 
Scatiger accounts the umite of Virgil far superiour to that of Ho- 
mer, but oo comptrtson can properly obtain between. Virgil de- 
acribes the bull inefiectually wounded and breaking: away fram the 
altar. Homer a bull mortally wounded, springing forward at the 
stroke and fiilling.«-C- 
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« 

IVevenled. Aw^ at onot by ^lelr approach 

Hector retir'd, with whom ^neas went 
Alflo ami sEodiike CiuroBuiiStt leaviofir theie 
Aietus untfa bis vitals ton, whoae anas^ 

■ 

Automedon, all terrible as Mars , ^ 

Stiipp'd qS, and diua exnl^ o'er the atakk 

My soul some portion of her grief resigns 
CoDsolkly although by slaughter of a worse^ 
For loaa of vatiant MencMiBdea. 

So saying, within his chariot he dispos'd 
The goiy spoib} then mounted it hianelf 
With hands aad ftet impurpled, as widi blood 
Some lion^ after his repast, a bulL 

And now around. Patroclua n^d again 
Dread strife deplorable ; for from the skicb 
Descending at the Thunderer's conunand 
Whose purpose now was to assist the Gieeics^ 
Pallas enhanc'd the fury of the fight.' 
As when, in view of mortsla^ Jove di^bjfs 
On high his beauteous bow, a si^ ordain^ 
Of war» or numbii^ irost which ail the wocka 
Of man suspends and saddens all the flocks. 
So she, cnvelop'd with a radiant cloud 
£ntering Achaia's host, fir'd eveiy breast. 
But meeting Menelaus first, brave son 
Of Atreus, botli the form and mighty voice 
Of Phoenix she aaaum'd, and thus she spake.' 

* The goddess with great proprietf assames the km of Phoe^ 
alti who might not only ebdm attentUNi as chief of a phalanx and 
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Shame, MeMtoa^ ihdKorliNeffQdoiind* 

For ever, and reproach, ^uld dogs devour *. ' 
The fiuthfulfirieiid of Fekus' noble aon *. ^ 
Beneath Tro^*8 batdemenlB ; baft fliiiid, dijael^^^ 
Undaunted, and encourage all the host. - ^* 

To whotttbeaoAtif Atitttsboidinarma^* 
Alas, my Phoenix, ancient friend rever'd ! 
Would PaUafi give ine laig^t, md shield me safe 
Ffom flying dart and qpear, wilting i^nd ^ >^ . ^ 
I would defend Patroclus, for his death 
Hath touch'd me deep. Butfiector, laceafiie^ 
Lays watte the field, nof* kiiiywa his spear a pause^ 
For this day's |^ory Jove hath destin'd his^* ^ 

He ceaa'd, uriiom Mas, goddess asme-eyed 
Hearing, rejoic'd that of the heavenly powers 
He had invoked ^.foremost to his aid. V 
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His shoulders with new might, and fimhs she fi&M^ ; > ^ ^ 

And persevering boldness to his breast . 



h 



Impaited, siidi as prompts the fly, which tsft 

From flesh of man repuls'd, her purpose yet ' *y 

To bite holds fast, resolved on huaaan blood/ T / 

on accouiit of bis age, biu at s person psrdcutarly ioterertsd m 
the event of the contest, being the friend and preqeptor of AcbUr 
les^V. 



• Ifafh touched tnc is ihe litci'al Uranslatlon of m^^m/rwrnW fuu^ 



^ The hero is not himself eompared to a flyi fbr such a cooipar* 
ison would degrade any hero, but bb courage b said to bavete* 
aooibled the courage of that insectr-*V* vfaioh notbing can es- 
soad In boldasia and peniaocity. 
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. . His stormy bosom with such courage fiU'd 
** *••' • By Pallas, to Patroclus he approached * 
\ » And hurl'd with rapid haste his glittering spear. 

J'here was a Trojan leader, Podcs, son . • 

1 ? * tI . ' tr » ^ 

' ' •JOf old Ection/ valorous and rich, * 
» >^ 

Whom Hector most of all his Trojan friends 
Respected, in convivial pleasures sweet 
^ His chos'n companion. As he sprang to flight, 
The hero of the golden locks his belt , 
^^'^Struck with full force and sent the weapon through. * 
r-^]^ 1^ Sounding he full, and from the Trojan ranks 
' %€^^iAtridcs dragged the body to his own.' • . • 

Then drew Apollo near to Hector's side, 
^ And in the form of Phoenops, Asius* son, # 
Of all ihc foreign guests at Hector's board 
^ His favourite most, the hero thus address'd. 
■v^fit"' - What Greek will now fear Hector, who, himself, 
4^ J^. dears' Menelaus ? maiden- like, of late, 
* Was he, 'but now, triumphant and alone 

, ^ "^^^ ^rom the ranks of Tray, Eetion's son, 
' *V^*^The valiant Podes, ever true to thee. 

* » • . • jje spake, and sorro>v like a wintrj' cloud 
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' Not the father of Andromache, but a person of the same nune. 
The brothers of Andromache had all been put to death by Achil- 
les. His riches also mark him out for another ; for the same he- 
ro had pillaged the house of Elcuon of Thebes, and brought avray 
all his property.— V. 

' The Scholiast remarks that a Bon vh'ant could not die by a 
litter wound than one received in the bowels, nor by a fitter hand 
than that of Menelaus, the Spartans being all abstemious.— V. * 
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InvolvM thc'min^ of Hector dSi^aromia ; - j^i 

\Right through the foremost combatants he rush'(f 
All clad in dazzlinglEnSs.^ Then, lifting high 
His tasserd asgis radiant, Jove with storms 
Enveloped Ida^ flashed his lightnings, roar'd 
His thunder^, and the mountain shook, while he 
Dispersed the Greeks before the host of Troy. ^^^^ 
First fled Peneleus, the Boeotian chief, j L 
Whom facing firm the foe Polydamas 

life ' . • 

Had on his shoulder's summit slightly harm'd 
Grazing the bone ; for nigh at hand he threw.* 

Lei'tus also, son of the renown'd 
Alectr}on, picrcVl by Hector iii the wrist, 
Disabled left the fight ; trembling he fled 
And peering narrowly around, nor hop'd 
To lift a spear against the Trojans more.* 
Hector, pursuing Ltitus, the point 
Encountered of Idomeneus the brave^^^ 
Full on bib chest ; but in his mail ;he lance ^ V^.i. 
Snapp'd, and the Trojans shouted to the skies. ^ 



* The commentators are perplexed by this passage, and unaMff ' . k 
(o comprehend^ how a >vound can be termed a slight one that ^' 
reaches to the bone. — V. But the difficulty seems small. There 
is generally so little flesh on the upper part of the shoulder, that 
the point of a spear could hardly graze it so as to wound it at all • 
without grazing the bone also. A hurt, however, received there, » 
would effectually disable the arm, and is therefore sufficient to ac- 
count for the flight ol" Pcneleus, whose fellow-warrior Le'itus re- 
treats also for a similar reason ; not because he is dangerously 
hurt, but because he can no longer use his weapons. 

* Le'itus was another chief of the Bceolians. 
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1^ ~ 



J -i^^LlAD 1(5—737. '^f 

^e, in his tum, cast at Deucalion's son ^^»? t»* 
Idomeneus, who in that moment gain'd* 
A chariot-seat ; him narrow ly lie miss'd, % 
And wounded Coeranus instead, the friend ^ 
4^nd follower of Mcriones to Troy ^ 
|i:^ni^ weathy Lyctus, and his charioteer^ ^ ^ 
or wnen he left, that day, the gallant barks , 
Idomeneus had sought the field on foot, * 
And triumph proud, full sure, to Ilium's host - 
Had yielded, but that Cceranus in haste ,^ ; • 
Arrived to his relief, from him the dire / • 
Event averting whic?hfmself incurred \ i 
Victim of Hector's homicidal arm. a 
im Hector smiting between ear and jaw 
ush'd from their sockets with the lance's point 
His firm-set teeth, and sever'd sheer his tongue. 
, Dismounted, down he fell, and from his hand 
jji^ ^jpi^ l-«€t slide the flowing reins, which, to the earth 
' #5^p5tooping, Meriones in haste resum'd. 
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And briefly thus Idomeneus address'd. 
\' Now drive, and ctrase not, to the fleet of Greece; 



* "thyself seest victory no longer ours. 



' A^pf — Vet we Icain soon after that he fought on 

foot. But the Scholiast explains the expression thus— ruwii rm 
7$^ff m^rr«(. The fact was that Idomeneus had left the camp 
on loot, and was on foot when Hector prepared to throw at him. 
But Coeranu^, charioteer uf Meriones, observing his danger, drove 
instantly to his aid. Idomeneus had just time to mount, and the 
spear, designed for him, struck Cocranus. — For a right under- 
standing of this very intricate and difiicult passage, I am altogcih- 
«r indebted to ihe Scholiast as quoted by ViUoisoa. 



Digitized by Google 




188 7* , ILIAD XVII. 738—762. 

He said, and brave Idomeneus, himself, 
Now'fearin,^, swiiiiy drove toward the f " 
Nor Ajax saw not, the Spartan prince 
♦The scale of v^ftd^}' verging to the side 
Qf,lhunri, in tlic sovereign hand of Jove, 
And thus the 'J\iamoinan chief exciainfd. 

Now na*iy we plaini\ , — the blindest may — 
Jove granting victory to the powers of Troy, ^ ^ 
\Vliose every weapon, whether shaft or spear, 
From base or brave, himself directs aright, 
While ours, dismiss'd in vain, all pierce the ground. 
Thus left, CQnsidcr we what likeliest means, 
OurselvA, we cati employ, to bear away 



^'he dead Patroclus, and to cheer, at length 
Our aiftcious ffieilds, *who, watching our return, ^ 
Far more expect an jnroad on Ui^hip^ ^ 
From Hector, than that,' Hector's 1^g« rdf)uls'd,*'^ 
Ourselves shall ever reach them safe again.' 
Oh for some Grecian now to bear with speed • 
»The tidings to Achilles' ear, untaught, 
As I conjecture, yet, the doleful news 
Of his Patroclus slain ! but no such Greek 
May I discern, such imiversal gloom 
Both men and steeds envelops all around. 
Father of heaven and earth ! deliver thou 

^ The translator here follows the interpretation preferred by 
the Scholiast. Tiie original expression is ambiguous, and may 
signify, either, that -ive shall fierUh in the Jleet curselvea^ or that 
Jlector will soon be in the midst of it. — V. 
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Achaia's host from darkness; cjear the skies;" ^ ^ • 
Give day ; and (since thy sovereign will is such) V \ , 
JDcstruction with it — but oh give us day !* / ?' 

He spake, whose tears Jove saw with pity mov'd * 
And clias'd the shades; the sun beamed brie;htly forth, 



And the whole 
The hero thus to 



battle met the eye. Then spake y , ^ ' 

:o Atrcus' mighty son. ** ^ . . .'■' *! . 

Now, Mcnelaus, haste; seek Nestor's son ^ * .» 

, - ft ' •■ ' %-f • • ' 

^ Antilochus ; and, if he still survive, ^ * * ^ . 

Charge him, that with his utmost speed he bear • \' - 

To brave Achilles, tidings of the loss ' * • 

Immeasurable, of his dearest friend. » * . . 

He ceas'd, nor Menelaus, dauntless chief, * , • 

• 

That task refus'd, but went ; yet neither swift ^ 
*Nor willing.' As a lion leaves the stalls * ^ • 



4 

a 



Wearied himself with harassing tlie guard, 
f/^' J Who, interdicting him his purpos'd prey, 



jf Wateh all the night ; he, faniish'd, yet again 



f*. 




• ^'^iPSomes furious on, but speeds not, kept aloof 
^ By *^ spears from daring hands dismissed, but more 
' «iy ffesh of torches, which, tliough fierce, he dreads, 
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Till, at tl^e dawn, sullen he stalks away ; 
^* , • 

' ■ • A noble instance of the heroism of Ajax, who asks not deliy- 
. erance from the Trojans, or that he may escape alive, but light 
, only, without which he could not i>ossibly distinguish himself. 
The tears of such a wurrior, and shed for such a reason, are sin- 
gularly affecting. • • ^ 

' The whole simile is introduced for the sake of this last line, 
and intended merely to illustrate the reluctance with which Mcn- 
elaus withdraws. The preceding parts of it are not applicable to 
mm in his present circumstances. 
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. ' • So from Patroclus Menelaus went, ^ 
• • " Heroic chief I reluctant ; for he fear'd 

. Lest the Achaians should resign the dead, 
. \ : ^ .^Through consternation, tp the host of Troy. 
. Departing, therefoFe, earnestly he charged 



Mcriones and either Ajax, thus. 
* Y,c dauntless leaders of the Grecian host ! 
. '^9tv^all to mind the gentle manners sweet 
poor Putroclus ; for Achilles' friend, 

• ^i^^Whilc yrt he liv'd,"^ was ever kind to all| ^ 
■ ^So saying, tlie liero ambcr-hair'd his steps 

• } Tum'd thence, the field exploring with an ey^^ 
. Keen as the eaglti'.s, keenest- eyed of all^. 

* ^hat wing the air^ whom, though he soar aloft, 
'. ^ • The leveret 'scapes not hid in thickest shades,; «^ 

But down he stoops and at a stroke she dies ; 
• ' * So, noble Menelaus ! were thine eyes . 
Tum'd into every quarter of the host u 
' In search of Nestor's son, if still he liv'd. 
Him, soon, encouraging his band to fight, 
He notic'd on the left of all the field, 
. And sudden standing at his side, began. 

Antilochus ! oh hear me, noble friend ! 
« And tidings thou shalt learn of such a deed 

As best had never been. Thou know'st, I judge, 
And hast already seen, how Jove exalts' 
To victory the Trojan host, and rolls 

• 

Distress on ours ; but ah ! Patroclus lies. 
Our chief Achaian, slain, whose loss the Greeks 




.u^. I. 



iLMBB regret. Haste, therefim. U> the fleet. ^ 
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^Il|Jf^tey(^ the body of his friend; *^ 

^ ^^^fci^ii^^ fiir j|i«^yi* hath Us Mi£ ^ 

M^ceas'^^'^Stilochus with horror heard \ . 

\ ^^^|^d|^s^rrow 4elu||^d and his vpice suppre^'^ 
^ ^^j^pthlbu^ht die more g^Mcted he the mid * 



^ Mcnelai^. ^Setting forth to run, * . 



^ Vt^Laodocusf who thither tum'd his steeds, 
^^'^ Andi^^jyafPi^ as ^e^icem^ on rapid feet » ^ 

tStoAMIes-withyiatttieorwoc.^ ^ 
tjk^^cc^lbc nob)e Menekuia stay . 
r Tjo give die %c«y band, bmft* * ' ' - 
g^pf> their beiirv'd^Aatitoohi)s, his aid, . «' 
^%u\ living t^^ 
^ > He J§fw to Mencelij^dfis agakiy ^ 

^liltod ekher Ajax, iiMlaiit, dm 
» \ He seek's the fleet, and with his utmost sjpeed 
f\ ^ AcbiBes theft ; of ^Aose arrind;- BO^ 
. \ With whatsoever rage he may resent 

' 'Tbbdeodof Hoecor. Imtiatyetde^Mir;' 
I For, can he face, unarm 'd, the powers of Troy ? 
Now, tkevefcie, think how likeliest may save 
Patroclus hence, and from the stroke of Fate, 
That threatens us in this tiimutluoiis "field, 
ourselveS) into the fleet of Greece. 
To whoai die loweriDg Ajax in return. 



« 
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«Bi»te Mentflbs 1 Thou fk^ ureB a^vi^^l. ^ ? ''^^ 
ThoQf thyefore, ^ .Mengojis 19 lift : • * ' 
And bear llttroekis from dbc^M,' whHk We» ' ^ ^ 

•vLong^ti^e ^ccu&tom'd, aide by- side, to endure ^^j^^ 
Seveffil cc^Aidt. iaM^.ini nam'd alibB; ' r - i 

^ ^^^^ ^8 

So, one in heart, sustain tfie brunt alone*^.*** * * ^ 
/ , Hecrided^; thby^ ciA||dingiiithe^arii» 




Shouted, and Mfilih inqpptuous onaet all ^ -Iji- .'^^jj^ 
Tlirong'd after tliem. As hounds before a baud J^;^' • 
Of youthfu^hunten, OD the wqpidtd boar !t*^^ 
'Make fierce assault ; awhile at utmost speed ^ . jf 
Xhqr sketch toward him, hungedng for the piqr« |^ ' 
But oft as,. turning MkUtehly, the bralm •>> 9 

Withstands them, s(»ltcur'd on aU iMdc& c^^^ ^ '^'^''^ 
The Trajans so, thick throogfng hi the mr, * ' . < 
Ceasdess with swords and spears ot double d)|g»^ 
Annoy'd tfaeni we ; btit oft vrtaoit \ 
The diuintiess herges* the Ajaces, tumki 
To face Acm, deadly w«i giew twyicl ioAy V. 
And not a Troj4fi..^lar'd with onset rude 
Molest them*iQore ui^oonttet for the dead. 

■ 

Thus tlicyi, laboi^iQUf;^ forth froo) battle Jx>jre 
Patrochia to th^ %t9t^ iMpsBtiiou» war - 

Their steps attending, rapid as the flames 
Which, kindle^ saddeolyti so^^^ 
Consumed amid the bl^c house a%i; hou.se 
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Sinks, and the wind, mean-time, roars through the fire, • 

So them a deafening tumult as they went 

Pursued, of horses and of men spear-arm'd. 
I^AAhd as two mules with emulous efforts draw 

I'hrough rugged ways down from the distant hills 
i^^Huge timber, beam or mast ; sweating they . 
^ And ovcrlabour'd to faint weariness. 

So they the body bore, ' while, turning oft, 

Th' Ajaces ^eck'd the Trojans.* As a mound 

Planted wth trees and stretch'd athwart the mead 
^ Repels an overflow ; the torrents loud 
J* ' <£affiing, it sends them far away to float 
t^'^The level land, nor can they with the force 

Of all their waters burst a passage through, 

So firmly either Ajax in the rear 
» ^Jlepress'd the Trojans j but the Trojans them 
• Attended still, of whom iEneas most 
f . Annoy 'd them, and the glorious chief of Troy, 
f * . They, as a cloud of starlings or of daws 
^ Fly screaming sliriil, wam'd timely of the kite 

Or hawk, devourers of the smaller kinds, 

So fled (while Hector and iEneas urg'd 

* It is observed of oxen that they draw equally, and arc con- 
tented to take each his due share of the labour, but that mules are 
emulous of each other, and contend which shall toil the most ; so 
that •omciimes one will draw the whole weight, and sometimes 
the other.— V. This is the true meaning of xfitrtfh fsk*^ ^etfi^iZm^ 
A«rnf, not as it is interpreted in tlie marginal Latin, validum robur 
induti. The Scholiast accordingly explains it thus, r* fia^t im- 
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Tbe swi& pumiit) whh nevtr-oeaung cries 

Acbaia's sons, escape their only care. 

And many a kMicep and many a gBttering ahidd 

. Within the foss, and on the borderiog plain, 
Ttuough tenour ]eft» lor mpifie none tbqr farad. 




BOOK XTUL 

Thus bum*d the battk like devouring fife» 
Mmutune, Antilociiiia with lapii alrps 
Came to Achilles. Him he found before 
Hi9 lofgr barks* coBjecturing the truth. 
He gran*d, Mid to hb noble aelf he said. 

Ah ! woe is me— why falls Acliaia's host 
Back on thq fleety thus broken and oonfiu'd? 
I tremble kat the gods my fem fal6t 
Qf evils which my mother hath erewhik 
Foretold me, diat while I shall yet aurvive^ 
My bravest Myrmidon by Trojan hands f 
Is doom'd to fail and view the sun no more. 
BianFO Mencstiadea is, doubtkaa, skin. 
Ah vainly brave ! The Trojans once expell'c^ 
I bade thee ahon the forae of Hector'a am. 



IM iLiAiyxvin. "idi:^. 

f 

And seek, «t once, the meucd ahips again.* 

While thus he mus'd, the noble Nestor's son 
Appffoach*d him, and» in tepid tears diaaolv'dt 
His most unwelcome message thus declared. 

Oh bmvt AduUes r Charg'd beamst nem 
Of one who well descrv'd a gentler fiite, • 
I seek thee. Meoflitiadesi»dead« 
Between the warring hosts tt» body lies 
In fierce diapnie, and 4iMilor^hallb4^s anas.' 
• Then clouds of ^om^ ftB Q» PekwJJ* son, 
And, {[rasping with both hands the ashes, down 
He poorM them on his head,* Ms giaoefid hnm • 
• Dishonouring, and t^ick the soo^ shower 
Descending settled on his Icag^nit vest 
Then, stretch'd in ashes, at the vast extent 
Of his whole lasgih be hsy^ dis<»deria§.iiili ' 
With his own hands, and rending o6f his haic^ 

* Actor, grandfather of Patroclus, was a Lpcrlan and Utm iD< 
Opoe'is, but hb by whom ha bad Meo<BtiuM was of Qeoone^ » 

city of Phthia. Fatroclus therefore was a My rmidoa oa the moth- 
er's side only. — B. k V. But wiiy did Achilles, thus forewarDed 
by Thetis, permit hib friend to expose himself? It is accounted 
for by the commcntaior Irum Uis supposed ignorance both of thf 
naniu and the time, and he mig;ht not recollect the prophecy tjj| 
remuided of it by the flight of the Greeks oa this ocq9mou^^V% 

* Bcief at Andlochtta is in bia iNMrratioo be tmdun&d^pnf^ 

etfo be («id» bm laiMtiUiiB^ nfMpm iiii . far>- i » ii aB »J«l i ui a< l 

of Pauroctaai tl^ 1^ pf VjnoMf > t W ^fl^ifai fcr Ma bjod^^ and ,^h^ 
bad alafai bhn.* f be Sicholiaat obaenresy ijiat though there la ad* 
aurable propriety ill ilris cooebeneaay It bss aei been loiilaisi^ , 
the tragedfafia, ^ a^ ^lfim^ i^ptfi^hf^m^. 

of diaastrous incidents-^V. 

' Zoilua fouad great fault with the excessive grief maoifestcd 
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TE*he maidens, captiv'd by himself in war 

And by Palroclu8» rfiridkipg firom die 

Ran forth, and hemm'd the glorious chief around» * 

All smote thek bosomsi aod all, ftMiiii»g» felL 

On the odieraide, ADtUochus, diasehr^d 

In tears, held tot ^cbUks^ liaods, «nd £1(0^ 

' Contimially from Us heait, thfoiigh im 
Lest Peleus' son should pmsb mU-^aiiiOf^JL 
With dreadfbl cries itnt ti» «b ; triios^ fisiet 
Within the guUs of ocean, where she sat 

awBi his BiBihsr Jbsftid» 

And l^earing, shriek'd ; around her, at the yoioe 
Assembled sM ihs Nmids Ao .dsqi^ 
Cymodocc, Thali^, Qlauca cam^, 
NisflBs, Spio, TJboft and with eyes 
Protuberant beauteous Italia ; c^m^ vvith 
Cymolhocf, ^ and the iympli 

Of marshes, Limnorea ; nor de%^4 
Agsfe, nor Amphithpe the awif^ 
Isera, Doto, Melitf; nor tliencp 

byAclnttM«Btbitoo6tiioii,calliqgit wmk asd wmmUkf M 
obgeniagtteim^pltiiceQfsiK^kipism lsisfa^f«i| 
ssDoag tbe btfbti^uw, for tuch lie afibcli ts call the TVojans ; 
^c^ba hm^f, he taji, mooroed lest extravagantly the drag- 
ging of her sod's body^V. Zenodotus makes teveral apologies 
for the poet, but he seems to need none. The character of Achilft 
les justifies him. A^U UH rn^iium. Vehemem and uncontroUa- 
\M io every thing, he mourns as he resents, without boiuids or 
measure. If consistency ttiertfurc be a beauty, the passage is no 
bleoush, but proves, on tiic poutrary, a passage higitiy lK)no\uiable 

the poet, — io4*«Y'^ hi> ^»^«iiai^M yxA^gy^p^ Sy, 

fewnnao neturek 
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Was absent Proto, or Dynamene, 

Calfianua, Doris, Paoope, , 

Fherusa or Amphinome, or fair 

DemncBC, or Guiatca (mufi'd 

For matchless form divine ; Nemetiies pura 

Came aho^ with Apseudes ciy8tal-bright» 

Callianassa, Mara, Clymcnc, 

Jandia and Janassa, sister pair, 

AndOritfaya, and widi asure locka 

Luxuriant, Amathea; nor alone 

Came dteae, but every oocan-nsrmph beside* 

The silver cave was fili*d ; each smote her breast, 

And Tbetis, loud bmentini^, thus began.^ 

Ye sister Nereids, hear ! that ye may all « 
From my own lips my boundless sorrow leani* 
Ah me forlorn and parent to no end 
Of an illustrious birth ! who, having bom 
A noble son magnanimous, the chief 
Of heroes, saw him like a thriving plant 
Shoot, under my maternal care, aloft. 
And aent him eariy in his gallant fleet 
Embark'd to combat with the sons of Troy. 

* This whole catalogue of nymphs is rejected by Zenodotus, as 
* having more of Heaiod's manner in it than of Homcr*s, who names 
neither the muses nor the Ilithyse The conclusion of it he erei 
terms ridiculous, observing thai ihepoct seems to have tired him* 
self also at last, and to find it necessary to cut short the matter bf 
geoentlizing the reat of ibc uiembly — V. But the criucism 
aeemt a frivolous odc ; for we need oiily adTcrt to the catalog;o> 
efibe ships to be cQOviaoed tbat nomiiMl ^eciftcetiaiiibyTW 
mans fiweigii froni the awaaer ef Hener. 
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But bim from fight ictimi*d I sbaU rective 
Beneadi roof of Pekus, 
And while he Uve^ apd views the light of day, 
Gfkf is his dooni, nor can my presence aught 

Avail him ; yet I go, tliat I may see 

My daiUog m» and from his lips be taught 

What woe he feel8» who shares not now the war* 

So saying she left the cave, whom all her nymphs 
Attended weepti^, and where'er they pass'd 
The parting billows openM wide away. 
At fruitful Troy arriv'd, in order fair 
They climb'd the beach, where by hb numenras. barks 
Encompass'd, svvift Achilles sighing lay. 
Theni drawing nig^ to her afflicted son 
The goddess with a piercing shrielc lus braws 
Between her palms compress'd, and thus inquir'd. 

Why weeps my son ? what sorrow wrings thy soiil? 
Speak, hide it not. The Thunderer hath perform 'd 
The prayer which erst with lifted hands thou iaad'st» 
That all Achua's host, deprived of thee. 
Might be compeird into the fleet, and foul 
Diograce incur, there prison'd for thy salse* 

To whom Achilles, groaning deep, replied. 
My mother ! it is true ; Olympian Jove 
That prayer fulfils ; but thence, what joy td me, 
Patroclus slain ? liie friend whoiu erst 1 iov'd 
As life itself* far more than all besides, 
That friend have I destroyed ; the Trojan chief 
tiath slain and strj|^'d him of my glorious arms 



The wonder of all 0ye8» a matcUesB fgH 

Given by the gods to Pelcus on that day 
When thee they doom'd iii|o a mortat'a annju' 
Oh that widi these thy deathksi oeeas^nymphi^ 
Dwelling intent, thou hadst my father left 
T' espouse a mmtal bride ! so hadsil; thoof 'acap'd 
Pangs numberless which thou must now efldute- 
For thy son's deathy wh6ni thou nfiW^^^ 
From Troy netom'd, ii^ Peleus^ mittidon dMtf 
For life I covet not, nor longer wish 
To mix with human kkid, unless My spear' 
May find out Heotbi*, and atonement take 
By slaying himi for my Patroolas slain** 

To whom, with streaming tears, liie goddess tea^ 
Swift comes th} dc\stiny as thou hast said, 
For aftm* Hector's dea^ thine next eosoes.. 

Tlien aiiswer, thds^, indignant he retomVI. 
Death seize me now ! since when my friend was siaint 
My doM-waS) not to snccour him. He died 
From home renK>te, and wanting me to save him. 

' The disciples of Pytbagom being desired to define a fnend| 

did it by calling him, Another self. — ^V. 

• The occasion of the marriage of Thetis with Pcleus was this. 
Jupiter, enamoured of Thetis, pursued her with an intent to ravish 
her, but was prevented by Prometheus who met him on Mount 
Caucasus, and, prophesying, informed him, that the son of Thetis 
should be greater than his father. Jupiter, therefore, fearing to 
be superseded in tkic throi»c» abstained from the goddess, and in 
honour of iEacus gave her in marriaf^ to Peleus. Achilles was 
the fruit of their union, who not only surpassed bis father ill mil- 
itary achimaciia but all the btroea of bis dagr* 
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theicfiDR, amce I neilber visit nare 

JMy native land, nor, present here, have aught 

AvaS'd Patroclus or my many friends 

Whom noble Hector hath in battle slain, ^ 

But here I sit unprofitable grown. 

Earth's burden, though of sudi heroic note, 

If not in council foremost (for I yield 

That prize to others) yet in feats of arms 

Such as none other in Achaia's host. 

Oh ! periah Discord from among the gods 

Henceforth, and from among the human race, 

Vnh wnAj which sets the wisest hearts on fiio ; 

Sweeter than dropping honey to the taste, 

Butte die' breieet an etrer-gathering smoke 1' 

Such was my wrath which Agamemnon rous'd, 

The kk^ of men. But since the past is fled 

Irrevocable, howsoe'er distressed, 

Renoooce we now vidn mu»ngs on the past, 

Content through sad ncctsbity. I go 

In quest of noble Hector who h^th slain 

My lov'd Patroclus, and such death will take 

As Jove ordains me and the powers of heaven 

« 

^ Hers it is that the diilt of the wIk^ poem b fulfiUed. The 
evils consequent on the quarrel between him and Agamemnon at 
ktt teach Achilles himself this wisdom, that wradi and strife are 
criminal and pernicious ; and the confisssioa is oxtortod from hie 
mm lipt that the lessoD may be the more powerfoUf inculc«t€d. 
To point the Imtnictlon to Isadert of armies onljr is to narrow Its 
operation nimecessarily ; the moral Is of universal api^icatlon and 
the po€t*s beneficent intentions are wronged bf one 10 partial. - 

vdL. II. 36 
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At didr own ttaioiiy Mi it inAndtk tey mtif* 

For not the might of tierculies hiinaelf, 

Of aU men dearest la aitunhn lovei 

Could death escape, but even him the fiirce 

Of Juno'a wnith» aad destiny. subdued; 

And ir mrMC am also 4MB'd to fclU 

ly then, shall also rest ; but I wili wia 

Immortal glory mmff and» in refcnge» 

Make many a Trojan and Daidaiuin wifc 

Wipe her sok cheeks, and many a mother mamu 

Long time havn I been abaent fiom tbe field» 

And they shall know it. Love me as tliou may'st. 

Yet thwart me not» §atlsm fix'd to go/ 

' Whom Thetia answer'dr goddeaa of the deep. 

Thou bast well said* my son ! it is no blame 

To save fiom thieaten'ii death ottranflfaingfrirndf 

But thy magnificent and dazzling arms 

Are now in Trojan hands % them ikctor weais 

Exuhing, hilt ordwn'd not long t' exo]t» * 

So habited ; his death ia also nigh. 

But thou with y<in#r waniffg multityidca 

Mix not, till thou behold me here again; 

For with the rising sun I will return 

Totmonww, and will bring thee g^orioua amair 

By Vulcan forg'd himself, the ktiig of hre* 

* Fifteen days only ; but fifteen dajri aeemed «|i ige to Acbilka. 
He bad abtiaincd from baule during tbe tvelve days wbicb tbe 
gods bad spent in iCUklopiai end tbree bave.paaied ainc^ their i«» 
lunij— V. 
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She said, and turning from her son aside, 
The «fiterliood«f ocam thus aiddress'4« 

FtiiDge ye agaiii into briny deep, 
« And to the hoary sovereign of the floods 
Bqxxt as ye have heard, i scekthe he^;ht8 
Olympian now, wkh purpose to obtain 
From Vulcan, gtorious aitist, if I may, 
Arms of excelling beauty ftr my ion. 

She said ; they plung'd into the waves again, 
And aihcr-fooled Itetis, to the hdf^ 
Olympian soaring swiftly to obtain 
Anns for icnown-d Achilles, disappeared. 
Mean.time, «Mi Mnile npmr theOteeks 
From Hector^s heFO-sAaying arm had fled 
Home to their galkys atation'd on the banka 
Of Hellespont Ner yet AchakHi mm 
Had borne the body of Pattodus dear 
From flight of darts away, hut ittM agrfn 
The multitude of warriors and of steeds 
Came on, by Friamcian' Hector led 
Rapid as fine. Tfarioe, noble Hector aeisM ' 
His ancles from behind that he might drag ' 
Patrochia, shouting to Ins host the i4die; 
But thrice, the two Ajaces, cloth'd with might, 
Shock'd and repuls'd him reeling. He with force 
Sdll inexhausted issuing through hb ahks 
By turns assail'd the heroes, and by turns 
Stood clamouring, yet not a step retir'd ; 
But as the hinds deter not from his prey 
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A tawny lion by keen hunger ui^*d, 

So could not both Ajaoes^ warriors boldi 

Intimidate and from the body drive 

Hector ; and he had dragg'd him thence and won 

Immortal glory, but that I«b, sent 

Unseen by Jove and by the powers of heaven , 

From Juno» to Aclules brought command 

That he should skftf. At Ifis side she stood 

And in wing'd accents thus the chief addres^d** 

Hero ! most teiribie of men, stise t • 
Protect Patroclus, for whose sake the war 
Stands at the fleet of Gteece. Motual pcovaib ' 
The slaughter, these the dead defending, those * 
Determin'd hence to drag him to tlie gates 
Of lolty Ilium* But.beydodithem all 

Illustrious Hector ardently contends • 
t - To win him, purposing*to lop his head. 

And to exhibit it unpira on high. 

Thou then arise, nor longer on the ground 
0 Lie stretchkl inactive ; kt the. thought* with shame 

Touch thee, of thy Patroclus made the sport 

Of Trojan d^gs, whose corse, if it return 

DishonourM home, brings with it thy repmdi. • 
To whom Achilles matchless in the race. 

Iris divine ! who sent thee from the skies f 

• Wherefore unseen btj Jove ? Since Jove himself favoured the 
rescue of the body. Because Jupiter liad promised victory to 
Hector till the day should close, and this measure of Juno had % 
teodcDcy to defeat tUat promise.-*- V. 




r 



lUAD XVIII. 235—347. aOS 

Tbeii» thus, the swift ambassadress replied. 
Jove's g^grious oooMrt. And by Jove bimadl^ 
And all the blest inhabitants besides 
Of bf^^ Olfinpiis, uAperoeiv'd I otne. 

Her answer'd then Felides, glorious chief. . 
How, waming afpuntr, canlseck theiieM? 
My mother also charg'd me to expect 
Her prompt rstum with arms that she wUask 
At Vulcan's hand. Mean-time, I know not whose ' . 
Might serve mc, save akiae die sevcn^jfeU shidd. 
Of Telamofiian Ajax, whom I'deem ' ' 
Not nnfmploy'd himself; but .inth his spear . 
Now deafing slaughter in friend*^ ddbnee*^ 

To whom the swifi-wii^'d messenger of heaven*. ' 
FoU wdl we blow dune arinour HectcN^e ptiae.' 
Yet, issuing to the margia of the ioss. 
Show diyaelf only. Faiac-aeul!dt pcsehmeri 
The Trojans shall from fight desiat, and yield 
To the o'eitoil'd though daiintieBs aoos eC Onaoe • 
Short respite ; it is.all that vhtt aljows. 

So saying, tl|e rapid Iriadkepptar^d.'- I 
Then rose at once Achilles dear to Jove, . . * * / ' 

Athwart wiioae shouldeia bmd Minsm tM 

^ Wbj did not Achilles use the armour of Patroclus ? For if 
liii owa would fit Patroclus, those of Patroclus, it is to be si^ 
poied, would equalljr have fitted bim.-oB. & V. The best an- 
swer is gmn by Crates, who aays that Antomedoa had put it on, 
6w*more eftctuslly to deceive the Trojaasy wIkh mistakbg Pa- 
troehis fbr Achilles, would be confirmed in that opinion hy seeing 
Aniom'edon in the habit of Patroclus. Acl^Bes, therefbre, had 
iMt even that reaoarce left him^V. 
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Encircled with a ^Iden cloud that shot 
Fires iosupportable to sight aUxMuL 
As when toinc totand, eitonte «ftr 

0 

On the wide waves, invested aU the day 
Bjr cnid foe* fimi ilMk own ci^ pcnrM, 
Upsends a smoke to heaven, and torches ahom 
On all her tuoets ift ihe dose of eve 
WfaM fltth agdaat the ctoiidB, kndltd fa iMpe 
Of aid from neighbour maritime allies, 
So ffon AfihiUes* iiQKi liglit tt> faamn. 
Without the rampart and beside the foss 
He stood, but mix^d not with Achaia's hosS^ 
ObeiliMfc to Itts moAlier^ wiso conmiafi^ 
He stood and shouted ; Pallas also rais'd 
A dreadful shonti and tmnult Make 
Ezdted t hwmghmt aU'Hie host Ttay, 
As when fierce fiaes approach the city waUs 
SiuiU wrmit Ihe tnNB|Kt to dhiw Ac town^ 

Such, in that moment, and so shrill was heard 
Thy vokae, iEiacigbesl sttdsinnoluoes'd 
Was every bosoHjjt^ brsMi tone.* 

With swift recoil the long-man'd coursers thrust 

* The poet givM credibUiigr to tliis tally of AchillM watm%bf 
. asugpuig bim Pallas and her agas for hU pmection; fwnlHiiMiy 
tikewiae to the effoct of bis vaket hf aecaodiof k wllfa tlist of ttio 
gpddeait Witfaout such aid, Ida appearance would bsfe baoi tlM 
eztremett raabnea^ and aach eanaequescca of hia sboMslif as 
means auppotable.««-V. 
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And every charioteer aatdnish'd 

Fires, Ait fiul'd not, ilnMM^diebnm 

Of Peleus' son, by PaUas kindkd there. 
Tbrioe, o'er die tffonoli, AfMlnii aenthbtdbe 
Sonorous, and confuaon at the sound ' ' 

TMoe aeiz'd the Tngaa^ waAtkatSmMdHoB^ 
Twelve, in that moment, of their noblest died 
By tlieir om spem and dwte, sad wiafa jof ^ 
The Grecians from beneath an hill of darts 

Dnggang Fatracdtai^ plaeU.lttn.tn fakfamv 

Around him throng'd his fellow- warriors bold. 
All wequng, after wiiom Aohilks wont 
Faat* weeping al^ at the doleful sight 
Of his tnie&iendon bis funereal bed 
Extended, gasM ivMi nnmy a mortal wound, 

Whom he had sent into the fight with «teeds 

And chariot, hot sBoehrM Un tfaenoo no OMie. 
And now nuijestic Juno sent the sun, 

Unwearied nuooMer cf light, akfaough 

Reluctant dttvn into the ocean stieam. 

80 the tnn sanlt, and itrr At H it i w pt t ti wM 

From the all-wasting labours of the wan* 

On di' cdier aide* litt Tn|«M, front tte 

Retiring, loos'd their steeds, but ere they took 

' The &an is said to set with reluctance, because his setting* 
time was Dot yet conio. Jupiter had promised Hector that be 
aboold prevail tUl the son abould go imm and sacred iMMtt 
ewer ail i JmicrtlMrelbra, impft^if nt to aireit ib« lictor'a pragifaa 
and iMviag no other meaaa of doing It^ thoitent the time allotted 
him. 
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Thought oferefmhmai^ in fun coinKil met ^ 
it was a council at which no man sat, 

^OrdarVd; all stood t sodi tmroiir had on all 
Fallen, for that Achilles had appear'd 

• Afkr long pause £roia battle's arduous toU. 
Fi^t spake Polydamaa'the prudent son 
Of Panthus, above all the Trojans skill'd 
Bothm futttri^ and in the past. 
He was t||e fri&d of Hector, and one night ^ 
Ga9| birth to each* In council one exoell'd. 
And one taSL move In feats of high renown^ 
\ Thus then, admonishing them, he began, 
si^ My friends! weigh well the oceanoo* BacktoTioy 
£*en now by my advice, nor writ the mom 
Here, on tljUplain, from Ilium's walls remote. 
Long ^ ilM^t of h» wrongs si»tain>d 
Fr<^ Agamemnon, fir'd Achilles' breast, 
Our task was ea^pr, and weU-pleas*d I slept 
Fast by the ships, for I could hope that soon 
Success should make them ours ; but terrour, now, 
Lest Peleus' mighty son come frirth again 
To battle, seizes me, and I despair. 
A spirit proud as his will scorn the pkun 
On wluch the adverae hosts prevail by turns, ^ 
And will at once strike at your citadel, 
Impatient till he make your wives his prey. 
Haste-— let us home— else thus shall it befall ; 
Night's balmy influence in his tent detains 
Achilles now, but rushing arm'd abroad 
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*iro-morrow^ ahooH he find us fingering hd!^' 
N^ooe abali nustake Jiini then; tbea bappiicst he ^ 
-Who noont shaU escape to saoed Tr6y, . ^ 
S'or dogs shall make and vulture^ m our Eesh 
Plenteous repast Oh spare nune ears the tdef 

* • 

But ifj though troubled, ye can yet receive . *' 

My cpunsal^ here assembled we will hold 

m 

The host all night ; mean-time, her gates and towers 
^ With all their mass of splid timbers, ^^^^^ ^ 
And cramp 'd with bolts of steel, will keep the towiv 
But eariy on |he morrow we will stand ^ .^r 
All arm'd on Ilium's towers. Tl4^, if he choosei | 
His galleys left, to compass Troy about, ^ 
He riiall be tasE'd enough ; lus lofty steeds 
ShaU have t^ieir fill of coursing to and fro ^ 
Beneath, and gladly shall to camp return. # 
But waste the town he shall not» nor attempt ^ 

To force a pass ; dogs shall devour him iirst. 

To whom brave Hector lowering, and.in wrath* 
Polydamas, I Uke not thy advice. 
Who vou Wst confine the Trojan hoal again 
Within their bulwarks. Is confinement there 
So ^kasant thei^ that still ye covet more ? 
Titne was, when in all regions under heaven 
Men pmis'd the wealth of Priam's cily stor'd 
With gold and brass ; but all our houses now 



* xiffK is in this place interpreted by the Scholiast as syaoo;^ 
mous with 4fmrh^B, V. 
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''.dQipieiDpt^ of thek bidden treasures rare* 
'ibve in his wradi hath soatter*d tiem ; our wcakb 

^Is marketed, and Phr}'gk hath a part 
> ^^^(Hsiaui'd, and pm tif cMiffla's Umiy land." 
Bi^ince the son of wily Siiturn old 
Hath given me gk)r]^now, and to inclose 
Th^rgives #iere the ocean hems them in, 
^gpol ! taint not with such talk the public mind. 
Vat jkot^Trc^ bg|r will % 41^^ 
I Pursue, or skill ; it hath not my consent. 

Buf thus J counaeL Take we, band by ban^^ 
^ Throughout die ho^4)Br supper, and let all, 
l^repar'd against nocturnal danger, watclv 

And if a Trojan here be rack'd in mind 
" "Lest^hil po^sflions penA, let him cast 
His golden heaps into tlie public maw,*^ 
Far tiiher so consumed than fay the Oreeks.' . 

• The 'Aojans iii^a be^egedmate eoold not eoldfate their 
kuids, conaeqiKiitljr ewddimt supply ekher themMlfctip'thel^ 
eUice «lih neeeaiaiips ef Umr etwn prodoce i they weie Uiere- 
Ibre obliged to procure them at greet cost from the Phrygians 
sad MceooiAis, thdr BeighhoaTi( end in that toit of traffic had 
eoDsoned the greater part of their ricbes. 

' Sospectlag that Mydcmas.liad adviMd* retreat UnfAigher 
secret feiur lest the ci^, tieing aistultwi by Achillee ia its prsarnt 
defenceless state, should be taken, and eU his treasures perish, he 
directs this paitof fab speech panlcttlarly to hinL-41* U V. Such 
a sarcastic lanaaado must be very snon^ing to Pnlydamaa, sad 
at tiie same time the expedient proposed would be sure to please 
the people. We find them aocoNingly febsnsm and damoimis 
in their appianaes. 
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Then, with the morrow's dawn, all fair array'd ^I^V 
In battle, we will give^^hem at thor fleet 
Sharp onset, and if PelcQs'.jjfible 8011 A. 
Have risen indeed to conflict jfbr the ships, * ^ 
The worae for him. I shall not 'for his sake 
Avoid the deep-ton'd battle, but abide 
Hb force, uqdaunted. £ither he shall 
Or I, great glory. Mars his ft^^6«to9 AM ' ^ ^ ' 
Impartial, and the slayer oft is slain, ^fl^ 4lK ^ 
' So oounaeU'd Hedor, whomlii itta^imi^ pr^ ^ - 
The Trojans answer'd. Fools, and by the powe^ 
Of Pallas of all sober thought bereh* ▼ ^ 

For aD applalhed Hector, who had gimi ^ . 
Advice pernicious, and Polydamas, * 
> Whose counsel was discrete and wholesoiir, &Jt^ 
So tiien they took repast But aU night long 
The Grecians o'er Fatroclus wept aloud, ^ 
While, standing in the midst, Fdidoft kd ^ 
The :^mentation, heaving many a groan, 
And on the bosom of his breathless fKend 
Imposing, sad, lus Imwicf j sl hands. 
As the grim lion, from whose gloomy lair 
Among thipk trees the hnnter hath his whi^ 
Purloin'd, too late returning mourns his loss. 
Then, up and down, the length of many a vale 
Courses, exploring fierce die robber's foot, 
Incens'd as he, and with a sigh deep-drawn 
Thus to hb Myrmidons Aohilles sfpake. 
' How vain, alas ! my word pronounc'd that day 
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^^i'lMBodom. when to sooth the hen>*s fears 

Mencetius, then our guest, I promVd him 
His noble son at Opoeisj^gain, 

'jifeving and laden with ^e spoils of Troy ! 
B^Jove performs not all the thoughts of man, 
For^e were both oidain'd to tinge the soil 
OflKum wid^our blood; nor I shall see, 
idflyself, my father in his mansion more 
Or Thetiit but milt^nd my burial here. 

* Yet, my ^troeldt^! since the earth expects 
Mc^^t, 1 will not thy funereal rites 
Finish, till I diaD bring both head and arms 
Of t|yt bold chief who slew thee, to my tent. 

^ I also will smite off, ^before thy pile, 

l!%e^heads of twelve ilhistrions sonS'Of Troy, 
Besentful-of thy Ueaih. Mean-time, among 
My lofty galleys thou shah lie, with tears 

, Moum'd day and night by Trojan captives fair 
And Dardan compassii^ thy bier around, * ^ 
Whom we, at pKce of labour hard, oursehes 
With massy spears in battj(| toiling took « 
From many an opulent city, now no more. 

So saying, he back his train surround with lire 
A tripod huge, that they might quickly ckanse 
PMrocIus from all stain of clotted gore.. 
They on the blazing hearth a tripod plac'd, 
Infus'd the water, thrust dry wood beneath, 
And soon the flames encompassing around 
Its anipk bdiy, warm'd the flood within. 
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Simmered, they bath'd liim, and wMi Iknpid oil 

Anointed ; fiUiug, next, his i^ddy womkUi 

With unguent mellow'd by nine circUi% yean, ^ 

They stretcb'd him on bis bed, then, oover'd hiia 

Fraqa head to fcet with linen textimi light. 

And with a wide unsullied mantle, iast*^ ^ 

AU night the MymidoDB around the sirift ' 

Achilles, his dead friend deploring, stood, 

And Jove Ida apouac and aister thualKi|iak^ 

So then, imperial Judo I not ia vain ^ 
Thou hast attnnpled to arouse once moro , 
The swift Acftilles ; yon Achaians, sure ^ 
Are thy own children; thou hast borne them all* ' 
^To whom the awful goddess ample-eyed* ' 
IVhat word hath pass'd thy iips, Satumian Jove ! 
A man, thougfi mortd merely, and to me 
Inferiour in device, might have achiev'd 
lliat labour easily. Can 1 who boast 
Myself the chief of goddesses, and such 
' Not by burtb only, but as thine espous'd. 
Who art thyself supreme of all the gods. 
Can' I with anger bum against the house 
Of Priam, and want means of just revenge 

4 

• The oil was of a drying kind and such as muuKI i cbist putre- 
Itction. — B. {c V. The use of it was a necess&ry precaution, since 
. Achilles had much to achieve before he should accoinpUsb the 
funeral rites of Patroclus. 

' * Zaiodiitvt expunges this cfusodicsl discourse between Jupiter 
9|id ^uDOi— B. 9c V* But ws) says Bamiiy ykM not atwijttli^ 
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Thus they ia heaven their mutual conference held* 
Mean-toe, Ae riiver^boted Thetb itadi'd 
The stany maouon of the king of fire, 
Etenial, brtflen-vaated, by faimaelf 
Uprear'd ; a wonder even in eyes divine. 
She found Ua BW60lifig, at hit bcUoWB huge 
Toiling industrious I tripods bright he form'd 
Twenty at oMe> tali pthee^miil to gRMce 
Rang'd in harmonious order. Under each 
Two golditi wheab htt set» tm ^idiich (a sq^t 
Marvellous !) into council they should roll 
Sd£>]nov'd9 and t» his hou8e» aelf-mov'd, i^uiUt 
Thus far the xmk wai finish'd, but mt yet 
Their ears of exquisite design aflix'd. 
For Aeni he Mod adjusiing, and picparM ^ 
The rivets. While thus busied he his du^ 

m 

Divine eiserted, to Mn pabce-gate 

prafiniodctldeleMiiee todbe judgefmalof XnnoM^ Tktitt U 
no doubt tbat wiihoat tlds dnUogue the mbjeot mndd bt inrilcio- 

aected ; but more eleguiUy wiUi it. for it is irooicaUy and la a 
wajr^f pleasantry otityt that Juptter tbarges this evcdt on Im^ il 

the effect of her management ; since nothing can be more tvilw 

thaii ii IS ii uiu the premibcs, that he himseli had always mtended 
it.— B. Juno had, iiulccd, by her message, which Iris delivered to 
Achilles, commanded him to produce himself in sight of the Tro- 
jans ; so far she was the authoress of ^vhat had passed and justly 
chargeable. Knowing, however, that she had done a thing not 
unacceptable to Jupiter, she avows and justifies it. The episode 
is therefore properly introduced} and serves to explain and account 
for the interference of Juno contrary to the interdict of Jpve. SJie 
might venture to disobey hinii when by her disobedience she sec*' 
ended fab Intentions. 
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The silver-footed Thetis now advanc'd, 
Whom Charii^ Vulcan's «ell*atlired q^oiur. 
Beholding from the palace portal, flew 
To seize the goddeas' hand, and Urns iaquir'd*' 

Why, Thetb ! ivMiy dt all hjfmact > 
And of all love» Qom'st thnu to our abod^ 
Unfinequent ham f But enter, and acoe|it 
Such welcome as to such a guest is du6» 

So saying, she mtrodsicM and to a^eat * 
Conducted her with argeot studs adom'd 
And foot>atool'd attmptMOiMiy ; tbeii» calling Aidi 
Her spouse, the glorious artist, thus she saidL 
Hi^te» Vulcan I Thetis wants thee; HagvmL 

• To whom the artist of the skies replied. 

A goddl^ then, ^whom justly I lespect 
And venerate is here, who when I fell 
Sav'd me, whiK time shameless mother sought 
To hide me* for my lalneneM^ from her view* 
Then had 1 been indeed forlorn, had not 
Eurynome an4 Thetis (fair Eurynoroe 
A daughter of the ocean) interpos'd. 
Kint } ears with theyn redding^ for t^heir use * 

• I fbrm'd nice trinketSi clasps, ringSy pipes and chains, 

^fVUie loud ^und our hottow cavern roar'd 

The surge of the vast ^p, nor god ^or man, ^ 

» 

^ The commentators observe, that grace and beauty being re- 
quired in all works of art, Vulcan, therciore, has two wives, rc- 
•pectively the patronesses and dispensers of those properties, 
.(hariti of grace» which her name signifies, and Venasy of beauty* 

n* 8Cr V« - 
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Save Thetis and Eurynomc, my life's 

Picaerven, isaew where I was kept concealU' 

Since, therefore, she is oome, i Ganiicit leas 

Than recompense to Thetis, amber-hair'd 

With readiness Ihe ho6a of life preserved. 

Haste» then, and hospitably spread the board 

For her regale, wfaik with my best deapaldi 

I lay mj bellows and my tools aside/ ^ 

He spake, and vast in bulk and hot with toB 

Bose limping from beside his anvil-stock « 

Upborne widi pain on legs tortuons and weaL 

First, from the forge dislodg'd he thrust apart 

4Iis bettow8» and his tools ooUecting all ^ 

Bcstow'd them, careful, in a silver chest ; 

< 

l)ien» all around with a wet sponge he wip'd 

His visage, and his arms and brawny neek 
Purified) and his shaggy breast ^om smutch ; 

' Vttleui may perhaps in this passage remind the mder oC 
CalilMn. CifibMi lives much among the rocks, and Vnlcon here, 

iu a sca-side cavern. Caliban is a sort of human monster, and 

Vulcaii is almost as uncouihly discriminated from h\% fellow-gods. 
Both express their gratitude in a way perfectly conformable to 
thtir characters and habits. Caliban promi&es to supply Stephano 
with marmosets and pig-nuts, and Vulcan furnishes toys and gew- 
gaws for his benefactress Thetis. — ^Someihinjj very like Shaks- 
poare'i turn of thought b not unfrequcntiy diacernlble in Uomer. 

* The poet reprelents Vulcaa ai mindff I of the benefit recdf^ 
ed, not Thetis reminding Mm^ of the benefit ^ihcAad eonfiBm^d} 

for that had been to reproach Itim. — My opinion is, says DenM* 

• thencs, that the receiver of a benefit should hold fast the remem- 
brance of it for ever, but that Uic benefactor should turret itifflr. 
.mediately. — V. 
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Last, puttisg'On hb vest, he took m hand . 

His sturdy staff, and shuffled through the door.* * 

Beside the king of fire two golden forms 

Majestic mov'd, that serv'd him in the place 

Of handmaids; young they seem'd, and aeem'd alive, 

^or want they intellect, or speech, or force, 

Or prompt dexterity by the gods inspired. 

These his supporters were, and at his side 

Attended diligent, while he, with gait 

Uncouth approaching Thetis where she sat 

On a bright throne, seiz'd fust her hand and said. 

Why, Thetis 1 worthy as thou art of love 
And of all reverence, hast thou arrived, 
Unfirequent here ? Speak— tell me thy deure, 

Nor doubt my services, if thou den\and 

Things possible, and possible to me* 

Then Thetis, weeping plcntcoubl) , rcpHed. 

Oh Vulcan I b there on Olympus' 'heights 

A goddess with such load of sorro^v oppress'd 

As, in peculiar, Jove assigns to me ? 

Me only, of all ocean- nymphs, he made 

Spouse to a man, ifcleus i£acides, 

* A critic has censured this description of Vulcan for its coarse- 
ness ; but I would ask hini, how he would paint a blacksmith ? 
White perhaps. But so docs not Homer, who was a stranger to 
£ilse delicacy, gives to every object ks proper colours^ aud to ev 
ery character its just auriU^tes. Fastidious refinement is tho 
bane of modem pAetry, and lias deeply infected eveti some of oiir 
best judges. But after all, if tlie translation it faithful, as he is 
tore U is, the translator baa nothing to answer fsr, 

Vol. ii. * 99 
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Whose bed, although reluctant and perforce, 
I yet endtir'd to share/ He now, the prej 
Of cheerless age, decrepit lies, and Jove 
. With other woes atUl heaps my wretched bead. 
Hegi^nietobrmgfortbandrearafloii f 
Of matchless might, who like a thriving plant 
Upran to manhood,* while hia luaty growth 
I nourished as the husbandman bis vine 
Set in a firuitful £eld, and being growa 
I sent bim eariy in bis gattant fleet 
Embark'd, to combat with the sons of Troy; 
But bim from fight retum'd I shall recdve 
Beneath the roof of Peleus, never morei 
And while he lives and sees the light of day. 
Sorrow is Ips inevitable doom. 
Nor aid resides or remedy in me. 
The virgin, bis own pordon of the spoils. 
Allotted to him by the Grecians — her 
Atrides, king of men, resumVl, and griei 
Devoured Achillea' spirit for her sake.' 
Mean-time, tlie Trojans shutting close within 
Hieir camp the Grecians, have forbidden them 
All egress, and the senators of Greece 
Have sought with splendid gifts to sooth my aon* 
He, indiqm'd to rescue diem himself 
From ruin, sent, instead, Patrocius forth 

' Sbe consented to the marriage reluctantly, lurekoowing the 
erila ^vhich deaiioy bad coanacted wklt iu— V« 
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Ck|d in lus own icaplfnident armoor, obkf 

Of the whole host of Myrmidons. Before 
Tbe Scaeau gate £roia mom to eve they fought. 
And on that adf-mne 6tf had lUum fiiQen^ 
But that ApoUo, to advance the fame 
Of HectoTy'slcw MeniBtMis^ noble son 
Full-flush'd with victory. Therefore at thy knees 
Suppliant I intploring fiom diine ait 
A MM and helmet, gream of shapely Ibrni 
With daspa secured, and corslet for my son. 
Forthoae, ontebis^ has fiiHfaliil firknd halk loot 
Slain by the Trojans, and Achilles lies, 

N Himself^ extended mournful on tbe groimdi 
Her ansffCtM then ^ artist of the skies* 
Dismiss thy cares. Be conEdent in me» 
I would that in thy son's last aiarful liour» 
I could as surely screen him from the death 
That threatens him, as soon be shall receive 
Arms of wadh splendour, that, by thousands seen, 
They shall excite astonishment in alL 
He said, and to his beUows quick repaired, 

^ Which turning to the fire he bade them heave. 
Full twenty bellows working all at once 
Bmtli'd on fomaoe, bkming easy and free 
The manag'd winds, now forcible, as best 
Suited despatch, now gentle, if the will * 
Of Vulcan and his labour so required. 
Impenetrable brass, tin, silver, gold 
He cast mto the forge, then, settling firm 
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His ponderous anvil co the block, one faand 
With bis huge hammer fiU'd, one widi the toi^ 

He iiishion'd first a massy shield and broad 
Of labour exquidte, for which he fonn'd 
A triple border beauteous, dazzling bright. 
And loop'd it with a silver brace behind. 
The shield itself with five strong folds he forged. 
And with devices multiform the disk 
Capacious chargM, tdling with skill divine.' 

There he described the earth, the heaven, the sea. 
The sun that rests not, and the moon full-orb'd» 
There also, all the stars which round about 
As with a radiant frontlet bind the skies. 
The Pleiads and the Hyads, and the might * 
Of huge Orion, with him Ursa call'd, 
Known also by his popular name, the Wain, 
Wluch wheeling round the pole still looks toward 
Orion ; only star of these denied 
To slake his beams in ocean's briny bntfas*^ 

' Plutarch, speaking^ of tUs wonderful thield, czprasirahmi* 
•elf thus. 

Whea Vulcan forouhcs that golden' thkld engftvon with Iha 
figuive of the heat ens, the earth and sea, eahibiting the majeitf 
of the son, and the beamy of the moon, together with the many 
conatellatioaa which crown the whole ; cities also dUhreatlf iltQ* 
ated and circumstanced, and animals endued with motion, where 
is the artificer to be found wlio may be in any degree compared 
with h tm I 

* The Pleiads are a constettatien consistin;^ originally of sevea 
stars placed in the side of Taut-ns. They were the fabled off* 
spring of Atlaa and Pleione, dauqlm r of Oceanus.' One of them, 
n^vmcd Elccua, has long siince Ui^appcarcd ; uuablc, as the my- 
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Such as men build. In one were to be seen 

Rites matiiBianiil sokmnu^ with pcmip 

Of samptuous fainquctst forth they led the brides 

£ach from her chamber, and along the streets 

With toidies usher'd them and with the voice ' 

Of Hyraenzeul boug heard all around. 

Here, striplii^ danc'd in circles to the sound 

Of pipe and harp, while in the portals slood 

Women, admiring* aU, the gallant show. 

Elsewhere was to be seen in coiincil met 

The close-throDg^d multitude. There strife arose. 

tliologiiu My, to MiduTB the ilg^ of Tr^f hid watte, she abmto- 
ed ber place in the heavens rather than behold it<— B. 8c V. 

The Hjads are also seven stars, and on the horns of Tannis. 
They were nfmpha of Dodena, to whom Jove, when he had pro- 
duced Bacchus from his thigh, conaig^ied the care of hie edaoi^ 
tkm. Bacchus having discovered the vine, they travelled with 
him into ail countries, imparting to each the benefit. ' But when' 
I^curgus persecuted their pupil and drove him Into the sea, Ju- 
piter, oompasslooating th^ distress, rescued them fh>m his foiy, 
and made them a consiellatlon^B. Ic V. 

They had their name rither from their reseniblaace hi fcm to 
the Givek (»} or from *r«t to rain, becsuae ahowers wore sscribed 
to their Influence^B. V. ■ 

- OffiQii Is the largest of all the stars. BothishlMory btoofihfay 
IS be letated. The aiory of each may bt fimnd reoorded at targe 
m the Scholia ^ed by Barnes. 

The Urm Major is that of which Homer speahs, the Minor nof 
being discovered in his dme, but afterwards by Tbales the Mile- 
slan.^— B. 8c V. It encircles the pole with an inclhiatioo or bend 
toward Orion, as a bear may be supposed to watch the hunter. 
For the occasion on wluch thb star received the name Bootes, see 
the note on Ime SS, booh 39. 
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The price of blood This man tffiri&'d the fine 
AU paid, haranyiiQg; Tehcmeat ihe crowd. 
Tint IDA dciUed thii lie M aaght icetiipM^ 
And each^ producing witnesses, appeared 
inpatientfirth^airaid. Man^une dirpeivk 
As favour sway'd diem, ckmoiir'd loud forcacik 
The herakb qfnett^ the Utmak; rtYcrcad lift 
On polished flisM die cUm in a nng, 
Each with an herald's sceptic in his hand» 
Which holding- thty aroac^ and irift m turn 
Gave sentence* In the midst two talents lay 
Of gpld, his piisse who best should judge die stnib 
The ether city by two glittering hosts 
Invested stood, and a dispute arose 
Bcmeen the hoatti whether to b«ni the toum 
And fey all waste, or to divide the spoH* 
MeaD-time,, the citizens^ still undismay'd,. 

* Hancr UwppMed bj tbo coounetttaiori te hm iaiaadcd hf 
tbefirttof tbttetwo citin ikHmie ptttkulai^ wd EliOMibgr 
the mmoA i— B. fc V. but tbt itatom givea In aufpatt «f thto mp- 
foiid— wm frncifiuLand prtcarious^ Sock iHm «r»thcir tisMam 
cC aa hvodred mjwnin %nd occult mugSmf^ ythUh tlMy ii mmm 
hi thh fmmwtp ugmtkitnt^ aU the baamigt ^ k with <adtei» aliB. 
goriMaMAiwnMM«sptaMdMM» Thfa iMwaoor w» fipHiwia 
among die anciont cridci, and Inflaonotd thoirju^i^f in to tocli 
•dogreot that thoy UmA |rtiltaiophical omgnMovea ia 4ie anarU 
and boUovoof Vokan. The leamed reader, ibouM ho fhtadi k 
worth while, inay eaaiiy convwce bimsetf bow much they have 
doted OB thMtob|ect, by veM>rdngioiboScfaolia> and the unlcanp 
od may be mUifiod to want that which would on^ prove m nsipid * 
end tediont bitermption. 



Surrader^d nolllie town, but taking arms 

f repar'd an ambush, and the wives aod boys 
With an the hoaiy dders ke p t the walls. 
They sallied ; Mars and Pallas led them on, 
£ach goideBy and in golden tnine dad» 
And from the multitude of humbler fona * 
l>istinguish'd, widi propriety, as goda» 
By beauty, ^ze, and majesty of mien* . 
Airiving at the spot fiar ambush chosen, 
A ^river's side, where cattle of each kind ^ 
l>iiuik, dowatfaejr sat, ail am'd indazzlisg faiass^ 
Apart from all the rest sat also down 
Two spies, both kolung for the flodu and heids. 
Soon they appear 'd, and at dieir side were seen 
Two ahqkhcid swains, each playing on Ins pipe 
Careless, and of tlie danger nought apprisM. 
Swift ran the spies, perceiving their iqpproach, 
And intercepting suddenly the herda 
And flocks of silver fleece, slew also those 
Who icd diem. The besiegers, at that ter 
In council, by the sound jalarm'd, bestrode 
At once dieir steeds^ and hailed to tlie plaoe. 
Then, standing on the river's brink they fought 
And push'd.each other with the brazen lanoe.* 

* These figaret are eridentlj endued with motion, whence a 

necessary inference ensues, tliat Homer, though it is not to be 
supposed that he could be acquainted with such self>moving ma- 
chiiiery as vfc call clock-work, had clear apprehensions of it% 
practicability. Many other circumaiinces of thit wondorfttl def 
4crifUHi stiggeit the same remrk* * 
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There Discord rag'd, there Tumult, and the fatCC . 
.Of ruthless Destiny ; she now a chief 
SeizM newly wounded^ and now captive held 
Another yet unhurt, and now a third 
Dragg'd breathless through the battle by hb feet. 
And all her garb was dappled -thick with blood* 
Like living men they travers'd and they strove 
And dra^'d by turns the bodies of the shun.* 

He also graved on it a fallow field 
Rich, spadousy and weil-till'd. Ploughers not few^ . 
There driving to and fro their sturdy teams, 
Laboured the land ; and oft as in their course 
They came to the field's bourn, so oft a man 
Met them, who in tlicir hands a goblet placed 
Charged with delicious wine. They frequent tom'd 
Each to his furrow, tcnlin^ as in haste 
To reach the border i and as kmd new-plough'd 
The glebe behind them show'd a blackish hoe 
Though golden. Wonderful effect of art ! 

There too he form'd the likeness of a fiekl 
Crowded with com, in which the reapers toil'd 
Each with a sharp-tooth*d sickk in his hand. 
Along the farrow here» the harvest fell 

* This assertion warrants ihc preceding note, and makes the 
reasonublci ess of the observation unquestionable ; so likewise do 
the tripods on whidi Vulcan was tirploycd when Thetis reached 
his mansion, and to wltich he imparted spontantiiy that they might 
convey themselves to the session of the gods and back a^aio*/ 
And lastly, his two golden handouuda are figures t\idently formed 
«n ihe lame principles of meehuunii tnd are both autoiMtoiis. 



In ^uflBl huidfolsi there, ihtj bound Attsm^ 

Three binders of the sheaves their sultry task 
AH plied industrious, and behind them boyi 
Attended, fillmg iinidi the em t^^ 
A^d ofieriog still their bundles to be bounds 
Amid them, staff in hand, the matter stood 
Enjoying mute the order of the field, 
While, shaded by an oak apart, his train 
PkeparM the banquet, a well*thriven ok 
New-shdn, and the attendant maidens mix'd 
Largb supptr for the hinds of whitest flour. 

There also laden with its fruit he form'd 1' 
A vineyard ail of gold ; purple he made 
The clusbers, and the vfaies supported stood ' 
By poles of silver set in even rows. 
The trench he coloured sable, and around 
Fenc'd it with tin. One only path it show'd 
By i^hich the gatherers when they stripped the vines 
faas^d andrepaas'd. There, youths and maidens blithe 
In frails of wicker bore the luscious fruit, 
While, in the nudst, a boy on his shriU harp 
Harmonious play'd, and, ever, as he struck 
The chord, sang to it with a slender voice. 
They smote the ground together, and ^th song 
And sprightly reed came dancing on behind.^ 

* Some say that Xi'wr in the original is a proper name, and that 
the boy sang the dirge of Linus. Linus is said to have been the 
fir&t who gave wires to the harps, which till ihen had been strung 
with thread, and for that reason to have been slain by Apollo eon* 
ous of bb improvemenu— •V* 
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HmsjCiid w hai ke ftriuM V of Id! hc^wn 

Part gold, ^Mit tia. TIk}^» Acywiug^ froiu the ataU» 
Ruah'd fiNlli tm pMlare faf « tlvcr-side 

Rapidy sonorous, fring'd with whiapcriog reeds*. 
FoorgcddeiilmrisQMi'diMe the likie ft* field 
B) nine swit dogs attendtd. Dreadful sprai^ 
Two lioiis forth, ami of die faemost bend 
' SeizVI fabt a bull. Him bellowkig thej dra^'d. 
While dogs and ^ewoito biatad io hb 
The lions ihe hide of the huge prey 

And kpp'd «otiaite and fa*i UtodL Mciaifian 
The hefxlsmtHi %N»ub|ing diem in vain, their hounds 
Encourag'd ; biH no tooth ior lions' flesh 
Found diey» and, dmfone, atood aride and haik'd. 

There also die illu^ik>us smith divine 
Amidst a pleasant ^peme a pasture fi»rmVl> 
And sprinkled all Us breadth with silver sheep 
Niunaoua» and stalls and huts and shepherds' tenter 

To these tiic glorious artist added next 
A varied dance, iiesend;>Ung that of old 
In Crete's broad iblc by Diedalus composed 
For bright-hair'd Ariadne. There die youdis 
And youth-allurinig maideiis, hand in hand, 
Danc'd jocund, every 4iiaaden neatoittir'd 
In finest Unen^ and the youths in vests 
Well. woven, glossy as the glaae of <mL 
These jH wore gartands, .and bright faulchions, tliose. 
Of burnisb'd gold hi silver Ui^pinga hung 
They, widi weU-tutor^d step, now, nimbly ran 
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The circle, swift^, as when, before his wheel 
Seated, the potter twirls it with both hands 
For trial of its speed, noWj crossing quick 
They pass'd at once into each other's place. 
•A circling crowd survey'd the lovely dance, 
Delighted : two, the leading pair, their heads 
With graceful inclination bowing oft» 
Pass'd swift between them, and began the song.* 

Lastt with the might of Ocean's boundless flood 
He filled the border of the wondrous shield. 

When, thus, the massy shield magnificent 
He had accomplish'd, for the hero next 
He forg'd, more ardent than the blaze of fire, 
A corslet ; then, a ponderous helmet bright 
Crested with gold, well fitted to his brows. 
And with laborious art divine adom'd. 
He also made him greaves of molten tin.' 

The armour finishM, bearing in his hand 
' The whole, he set it down at Thetis' feet* 
She, stoopmg like a fidcon, left at once . 
Snow-crown'd Olympus, bearing to the earth 
The dazzling wonder fresh from Vulcan's hand. 

^ TheBCUs, at the instance of Ariadne, having been delivered 
by Daedalus from the Cretan labyrinth by means of a thread with 
which he furni&hed him for that purpose, instituted at his return a 
dance of boys and girls, in which were represented all the wind- 
ings of the maze from which he had escaped, and which daoco 
Daedalus is said to have composed on the occasion^— B. Sc V. 

^Little is said on the subject of the corslet) became the poet . 
had before employed himself in the description of Agamemnoo'fe* 
In like manner, having minutely described the funeral of Patro- 
citti} be it as brief ss poeiible when be ipeaki of Hector'e^V. 
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Jj(ow rose die menu in aafbon vest attir'd 
Ffom Ocean, witfi new day for gods and men. 
When Thetis at the fleet of Greece arriv'd. 
Bearing that g^t divine. She found her sod 
All tears, and cio^ie enfolding in his arms 
• PatrocUis, whik his Mynnidons around 
Wept also; she anud them, graceful, stood. 
And, seizing fast his hspd, him thus, bespake.' 
• Howe'er ie|uctant, leave we now, mj son 1 
Patroclus on the bier to which tlie gods 
Long since ordain'4 him, aqd, thyself, receive. 
By Vukan's skill supplied, these glorious arms, 

* Bnve meil m always great waep m - -^ wt saiott of piofsfb- 
|al saying In Grecco. AccoiAngly, tb«fo am fbw of Homer's he- 
foet who do not weep plendfully on occadon. True courage 
^oaMeis oonpaubie wiUi the uunof t aenaibilitj^V. 
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Such as no mortal shoulders ever bore* 

So saying, she phcM the armour on the ground 
Before him, and the whole bright treasure rang. 
Awe-stniek, the Myrmidons di tumM away 
Their dazzled eyes, and, trembling, fled the {dace. 
Not so Pclides. Ife no sootier saw 
The gift divine, than in his breast he felt 
Redoubled wrath ; a splendour, as of fire, 
Flash'd from his eyes. Delighted, in his hand 
He held the glorious boun^ of the god, 
Aftd^ wondering at those strokes of art divine, 
With eager speech his mother dius addressed* 

The god, my mother ! hath bestovv'd in truth 
On me such armour as demanded skill 
Like his, surpassing far all power of man. 
Now, therefore, I will arm. But anxious fears 
Possess me, lest intrusive flies, mean-time, 
Breed worms within the spear-infiicted wounds 
Of Menoetiades, and fiD widi taint 
Of putrefaction all his lifeless frame. 

But him the silver-foolfcd goddess fair 
Thus answer'd. Oh, my son ! let no such fear 
Or care distress thee. It shall be my task 
To drive the noisome swarms which on the slain 
In battle feed, abr; and should he lie 
The year complete, his flesh shall yet be found 
Untainted, and» itmay be, Ingranttoo, 
But tlKm, the heroes of Acliaia's host 
Convening, in their can thy wrath reooonoe 



Against the king of men, then, kistant, «rm 

For battle, and pu( oo thy gkvioiw migbt* 

' So saying, the goddess raisM his courage high. 

Then, throi^ the oostiilt of xbt duad she poiir'4 

Ambrosia, andAeniddy juieedivitft 

Of Motar, antidotes sgainat deo^. 

And now fetb went Adiilks by tbe^ida 
Of Ocean, calling with a dreadful afaout 
To council dfthe hcraes of the boat 
Then, even they who never else were seen 
But in the fleet, btiMomm and th««e whohoM 
In stewardship the food and public stores, 
All flock.*d to coqncili S» that now at kngdi 

After long abstinence from dread exploits 
Of war, Achilles bad shone finrtb aganu 
Two went together, halting on the spear, 
(For still they felt the anguiA of their wooiida) 
Noble Uljrsses and brave Diomede, 
And took an early seat; whomlbUow'd bst 
Theting of men, by C66n in the field . 
Of furious battie wounded with a lance. 
The Gracians aU Msembkd; in the nidat 
Upstood the swift Achilles, and began.* 

Atrides! we had doubtless better sped « 
Both thou and I, thus doing, when at first 

• AchUles ID the first book also summons a council himself, and 
not, as was customary, by an herald. It seems a stroke of charac- 
ter, and intended by the poet to expreia the impetuoaitf of hit 
spirit too ardent for the obsemnce of common formi, and that 
could tnist nobod/ lor the desfNitch he wanted. 
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I would that Dim's abaft had in the fleet * 
Slaio her, that aelf-same day when I dettroy'd 
LyTneaaiiay and by conquest made her mine ! 
Then had not many a Grecian, lifeless now, 
Clench'd with his teeth the groand, my wiath thecaiifle ; 
Whence triompli hadi to Hector and his host 

Resulted, but to ours occasion sa^ 
For long remembrance of our motoal strife** 
But evils past let pass, yielding perforce 
To sad necessity. My wrath shall cease i 



Thou, therefore, summon forth the host to fight, 
That meeting them in battle I may kam 

If still the Trojans purpose at our fleet 
To watch us this night also* But I judge 
That driven by my spear to rapid flight. 
They shall escape with weary limbs at least* 

. He , ended, and the dauntless Gfccians all 
Rejoic'd that Pelcus* mighty son had cast 
His wrath aside* Then, not into the midst * 
Fkoceeding, but at his own seat, upsfeood 

' The wish seems rather a cruel one, especially when we recol- 
lect that in his answer to Ulysses in the nocturnal conference, 
book ix. he professes that he loved Briseis at his heart. But when 
we reflect that she had been, eventually and by occasion, the cause 

his friend's death) wc seem to iiaye found a sufficient apology 
for it. 

^ *AwwmfftmtyinmSft4^»^\M be glad to bead their kiic^ 1* 6. CO 
nt aiMl repose ttaemaelTei^-C. k V. 
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ILIAD XIX. 49—105. « 

Alrid^ iking of men, and thu5 began/ 

Friends I Grecian heroes ! ministers of Marsl 
Arise who may to sptsk^ he daims your ear. 
Even the ablest orator is wrong'd 
And hurt by interruption. Who can hear 
Amid the roar of tumult, or who speak ? 
1^ clearest voice, best utterance, both are viun* 
I shall address AchUIes. Itear my speech, 
Ye Argives, and with understanding mark. 
This censure is not new { die Greeks have oft 
Condemned me thus ; yet am not I to blame ; 
But Jove, and Fate, and she who roams the shades 
.£rynnis, made me furious on that day 
In council, when I seized Achilles' prize. ^ 
For what could I ? All things obey the gods. 
. Jove's daughter,. Ate, most pernicious power t 
By whom all suffer, challenges from all 

» 

' Differeot opinifliis have obtained conceming the posttweiB 
irbich Agamemnon spoke, some alleging liiit be ipoM tittiag oo 
account of his wound^— C. fc V. and because he was asbaniedsC 
the baniiltatiDg circumstance In winch he found hiiiiael£*-.>B. C. 
ScV. Bat the r a a i o iia aw V^fa <la> BsrhMraimldaiimiBdhi 
lua arm disable him to standi— C. H V. and why should ho ho 
fsb^mid to concede when Achillea was not 7 The woida however 
wltbwlilob hobeghM soom to make it dear that ho spelw aiMid* 

It was, perhaps, for greater dignity sake, and for ho other cause, 
that he left wm the place where h^sat, but aroae and apoko imme- 
diately. 

The poet^s art io giving ua to understand the murmurs of the 
assembly without telling us what they were, is beautiful, 
vol- II. so 
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334 ILIAD XIX. 106— 132» 

Reverence and fear. Delicate itrc her feet 
Which scorn the ground, and over human heads* 
She glides, injurious to the race of man, 
Of two who strive, at least entangling one.* 
She injur'd, on a day, dread Jove himself 
Most excellent of all in earth or heaven, 
When Juno, although female, even him 
Beguil'd, what time Alcmena should have borne 
In bulwark'd Thebes, the force of Hercules. 
For Jove had vaunted thus to all the gods. 

Hear all ! both gods and goddesses, attend ! 
That I may make my purpose known. This day * 
The birth-presiding Ilithya brings ' 
An hero forth to light, who, sprung from those 
That sprang from me, his empire shall extend 
Over all kingdoms bordering on his own. 

To whom thus Juno, purposing deceit. 
Thou wilt defraud us, and this word of thine 
Wilt ne'er accomplish. But Olympian Jove ! 
Swear now th' inviolable oath, that he 
Who shall, this day, fall from between the feet 
Of woman, drawing his descent from thee, • • 
Shall rule all kingdoms bordering on his own. 

She said, and Jove suspecting nought her wiles. 
The great oath swore, to his own grief and wrong. 
At once from the Olympian summit flew 
Juno, and to Achaian Argos borne, 

* Because the Iiead is the seat of the mind, which it is the espe- 
cial purpose of Ate to irriiaic and disorder. — V. 




• 1^ ILIAD XIX. 133—159. 

|ATi4b RughHOie noUe wife of Sthenehis,' 

Offspring of Perseus. Pregnant with a son 
Six months, she now the seventh saw at hand. 
But him the goddess premature produc'd, 
And checked Alcmena's pangs already 6^, 
Then, joyful to have so prev&M^, ahe boi« 
Herself the tidings to Satumian Jove. 
^ Lord of the candM; lightnings I Sire of all ! 

# I bring thee tidings. The great prtnoe, oidainVl' 
To rule the Argive race, this day is bora» 
Euryatheus, son of Stheoehia, the aen 

#Of Perseus ; therefore he derives from thee, 
Nor ahall the throi^ of Argoa shame his birth." 

She spake ; then anguish stung the heart of Jove 
Deeply, and seizing by her glossy locks 

^ The goddess Ate» ki his wiath he swore 
That never to the btarry skies again 

• And the Olympian heights he would permit 
The lyiiversal mischief to return. 

So saying, he whirlM and cast her from the skies^ 
. She, instant mingling with all works of men, 
Caus'd many a pang to Jove, who saw his son 
Labarious functions base, and of his birth 
UnworAy, at Euiystheus' will enj<Mn'd* 

So also I, when Hector at the fleet 
Destroy'dusy could not but regret the crime 
Which Ate first impeU'd me to commit. 

' Bf some called AnUbia, by others, Nicippcw— -B. & V. 
* Perseus was himself the &ou o£ Jupiter aucl Danae» 



396 1^ ILI|P Xl£ l«0^lti^ 

Butunce, iiiirtiiatadbythegodi |^ 

I errM, behold roe ready to appease 
Witbgijjts of prke immcnac whom I have wrong'd 
TH|k, then, arise tolnttle, the host 
House also. ^ Not a promise yesternight 
Was made ^ee by Ulysaea la ttr^ tem 
On my behalf, but shall be well perform^. 
Or if it please tbee» though impatient^ wait 
(Short aeaso^y and my tnun shall bring the gifts ^ 
Even now ; that thou may'st understand know 
That my pen»dfeiuga sue indead «nccie, 
Towhoia.A€hi&es, swiftest of die raift* 
Atrides ! Agamemnon ! passing aU*^ 
Ing^ocy i mlribation.finr and juat ^ _ 
By gifts to make me, or to make me none-^ 

. That rests with thee. But kt us to the fight |^ 
Inoondnent. It » rib time to play • 
The game of rhetoric, and to waste the hours ^ 
Inspeechesr Much remaina yet unpeiform'd* ^ 

Achilles must go forth. He must be seen 
Once more 4a (coat of battle* wasting wide 
With brasen spear the crowded niiks of Troy^r 
Mark him — and a3 he fights %ht also ye. *. jf 

To whom Ulysses cvcr«wise replied. 
Nay — ^Ur^e not, valiant as thou art thyself, 
Achaia's sons up to the battlements 
Of Ilium, by repast yet uiireiresh'd, 
Godlike Achilles ! — For when, phalanx once 
3baU cla^vwith phaianxi and the goda with rage 
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Prove shfxu Bid latbcr the Acbaivift take 
Both ibod And witie, Ihejr «fi ata^ldi aiid might. 
To stand all day till aunaet to a foe* ^ 
Oppos'd in bMtkt finting/ipm b tMk ^ - 
Might foil the best ; for thougk his will be friap^ 
To combat, yektliepQmr mwt fay degreet 
Forsake him ; thirst and himger he must fld^ 
«Aikl W limbs finluigfalm oft oMliyal^ ^ 
But he who feeds his vigour, to the full 
EMiagf and drif4ii« wktt# irilho«i|i faD 4^ 
All day, yet feels his courage uiumpair'd. 
Nor wearinesa perceivca tilL ail retwe.' 
• Come dien-^ismiss tiie people with command 
That each pre^ue rcplcniahmcnt. Mean»timc 
Let i^gamenmont king of men» his gifta 
In prese^ee here of the assembled Greeks 
Pipoduc^ that rfl majr vievr thm, and thtt dma 

• It is easy for a reader disposed to mirth to find a subject of it 
in a passage simple as this ; but there arc good sense and truth 
in it. The French and Austrian generals, neither of them proba* 
blj Tfry fiuniliar with Homer, were influenced however kf tkm 
same opinion, when in the late dreadful battle on the confiats of 
Austrim Brabant, wliicb lasted with little interruption from leveq 
mthowiiniiiigdHftfointfco ffoatm^wkig a ohovttrM ttey 
look occaikm on both tidot to refireib the troopii giving oaoh man 
web repleoiibment at the opportonity allowed. 

Tbo batde dhided to iotbot fbugbc on tbe oigbtooaifaof Ifarobi 
m the year 1793. 

' Plato, as well at Homer, reconinieiidf the use of iHne as an in* 

spirer of courage, and the Spartans drank it unmixed apd freely 
before they encountered an enemy.— V. ' 



May'st feel tKinftwn heart jrladden'd at the sight. 

And let him also, 8ta^ jing in the midst, 

■ 

Swear ^ thee, that he renders book the maid 

A^rgin still, ai^d strange to his. embrace, 

And let dkn campcmm 'prove, die while. 

Thy reconcilement. Lastly, let him spiead 

A princeljte banquet for thee in his tent, 

That tfaoujAay'st want no pert of just amends. ^ 

Thou too, Atrides, shait hereafter prove 

More jufit to others ; fornoahame it b ^ 

When kingsthemsdvesappeaae whom first they wrong 

Then answer thus the king of men ^etum'd* 
Ulysses! Thou art wortl^ to advise; 
Just and discrete in all that thou hast said. 
And I have lislen'd to thee with deligh^ 
Willing I am, yea more, I wish to swear > 
As thou hast said, for by the gods I can ^ 
Most truly; but, impatient though he be, ^ 
Let Peieus' son, with all assembled here, 
Endure short ioiterval, till from my tent 
The gifts arrive, and oaidis of peace be swoni. 
To thee I give it in peculiar charge 
That choosing forth the most illustrious yoijitbs 
Of all Achaia, thou produce the gifts 
From my own ship ; all those which yesternight 
We promise, nor the women leave behind. 
And let Talthybius throughout all the camp 
Of the Achaians, seek in haste a*boar 
For sacrifice to Jove and to the Sun. 
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Then thus Achilles matchle^ in thl^ce. 
Atridcs ! most il&strioiifl ! king qf meal *- 
Expedience bids us to these cares a^nd* ^ 
Hereafter,; when some pause, percham^ ci fi|^ ^ ; 
Shall iiappen, and the martial rage whkh^resjk. 
My bosom now, ^shaU somewhat kss be ML ^ 
Our fnends, by PriameiaD 
Now» wounded, strew the field, for him hat^ Jove 
Exalted high* and ^ven him great renown. 
But haste ; take ye refreshment ; though, in truth, 
MIgbt I direct, the host abiiild by all flMani 
Unfed to battk, and at set of sun 
All sup together, this'aftont leveng'd. . 
But as for me, no drop shall pass my lips 
Or morsel, whqse companion lies with lieet' 
Tum'd to the vestibule, a mangled corse, 
And con^ass'd by my weefMOg tnun arouiKL 
No want of food feel 1. My wishes call 
For carnage, blood, and agonies and groana. 

But him, excelling in dl wisdom, thus 
Ulysses answer'd. Oh Achilles I sou 
OF Pekus ! bravest far of all our host f 
Me, in no scanty measure, thou e^^cell'st 
Wielding the spear, and thee in prudence, I 
Not less» For I am elder, and have learn'd 
What thou haat yet to learn. Bid then thine heart 
Kiidure with patience to be taught by me. 
Men, sated aoqn with battk, loathe the fidd 
Oi\ which the most abundant harvest falls, 
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^ * &eq>'d % the sWbrd ; ^ wIm the l^id of Jove, 
Dtipenflb of the gieA.eftiilB of wir, ^ 

Turns (j^icc the sca^, the harvest then is o'er.* 
^haU M Jbiteufj^ « 
' Thai we# ifJlM eeveie ; iinceday by day 
No few expire, and reqpile could be none. 
The dcftdttlic whoft atty, ^loiild be inhumU 
This, duff bids, but bids us also deem 
One day sufficieiit for our «%hs and tears. 
OuraBlvtt, dl im fi^ Hffi aiirvhe the war, . 
Have need of sustenance, that we may bear 
The lengthened conflict with recnitted jmigbt^ 
Cas'd in enduiing brass. — Ye all have heard 
Your call to battk ; let none UagaiDg ataij^ 
In ezpedation of a ftrtihar call, 
Which if it sound, shall thunder prove to him 
Who lurks uiioag Jthe ships. No» Ruahbg Ul 
, At once into the field, excite we fierce 
And fiery conflict with the host of Troy. 

So ssying, the sons of Nestor, glorious chirf^ 
He chose, with Meges Phyleus' noble son, 
Thoasy Meriones^ and Mebnippus 
And Lycomedes. These, together, sought 
The tent of Agamemnon, king of men. 

* Tbe spiilifiatloD of thii reinftrk the mitfter hi diipiite be- 
tween Achilles and Ulytice, eppean to be this. If meD go ban- 
gry hito bittley tbey wmo grow weary of tlanghteri and If the ba|> 
tie turn againat tkrm, whkb on account of their weakoeai through 
long fittiing its probable erentp the aUugfater of the enemy It then 
at an end/— But the paaiago aeeaw to be an o/^to^Arteet niriconflw. 
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They ask'd» an^ they receiv'd* At once were brought 

The seven promised tripods from the tent, 

Twice ten bright cauldrons, twe^et^iigb-mettiq^ steeds^ 

Seven lovely captives skill'd alike in arts 

Domestic, of unblcmish'd beauty rare^ 

And last, Briseis with the blooming cheeks. 

First went Ulysses, bearing, by the scale. 

Ten golden talents, whoiathe chosen Greeks 

Attended laden with the remnant gifts* 

FuU in the midst they plac'd them* Theti arose 

King Agamemnon ; and beside the king, 

His herald loud in utterance as a god 

Talthybius standing, held the victim boar* 

Atrides, drawing forth lus knife which hung 

Always attached to his huge faulchion's sheaUi, 

Severed the bristly forelock of the boar, 

A previous offering. Next, with lifted hands 

To Jove he pray M,' while, all. around, the Greeks 

Sat listening silent to the sovereign's voice* 

He kxAL'd to the yide heaven, and thus he pray'd* 

First, Jove be witness ! of all powers above ' 
Best and supreme ; Earth next, and next the Sun ! 
And last, who under earth the guilt avenge 
Of oaths sworn falsely, let the Furies hear ! 
For no respect of amorous desire 
Or other purpose, have I laid mine hand 
On fair Brise'is, but within my tent 
Untouch'd, immaculate she hath remained. < 
And if one word be false, may all the woes 

. VOL. II. 31 
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With which the gods mark perjury, be mine f 
So aayingy he pierc'd the victim in his throaty 

Atid, wfairiing Mim afoond, into the deep 

Talthybius cast him to be fishes' food.' 

Then, rifling, thus AchiUes wpsike agdn. ^ 
Jove ! father I dire calamities, effects * 

0£ thy appointment, fail on human-lund* 

Never had Agamemnon in my breast 

Such fuiy kindled, or my lovely prize 

Tom from mc, but tliat inau^Hcioiis Jove 

Designed the slaughter of our numerous friends* 

Go^ Grecians I take ye food, and then to IMlIc/ 
So saying, Achilles suddenly dissdv'd 

The hasty council, and all flew dispersed 

To their own sbipsr Then those illustrious pfb 

His Myrmidons within the hero's tent 

Disposed, and the selected damsels led 

Badi to a aeat, while odiers of his tnin 

Drove forth the steeds to pasture with his herd* 

But when Briseis, bright as Venus, saw 

Fatrodus lying mangled by the spear,* 

* A sacrifice made in oonfimMitlQDof an oath was never eatai» 
^htV. See Book III. 

' The gods of the heathens scera lo have been very convenient 
characters when there was a want oi somebody to whom the 
blame of any mischief might be imputed. The two heroes hav- 
ing discovered at last, Aj^amcmnon, thai he had been infatuated 
by Ale, and Achilles, thai Jupiur had preordained iheir (juarrel, 
discover likewise that neither of them was ut all in fault, and aic 
therefore peiicctiy reconciled. 



ft 

bfiMfaig him «rtlmd, liie ahriek'd md toce 

Her bosom, her smooth neck, aod beauteous cheeks. 
Then Au% divinely fiur» with tern she aud* 

Ah my Patroclus ! dearest friend of all 
To Ippless me, depailhg from dus tent 
J left thee living, and now, generous chief! 
Bestor'd to it again, here find thee dead. 
How rapid in succession arc my woes ! 
I saw, myself, the valiant fmnce to whom 
My parents gave me* slain before our walls, 
And there, regretted still, three brothers lost 
My modier's sons. But when Achilles slew 
¥ My husband, and in ashes laid the town* 
Of noUe Mynes, thou by every art 
Of tender friendship didst forbid my tears, 
Oft telling me that thou would'st make me bride 

* By ti»cr»9 some understand betrothed only, and affirm that 
Briseis was actually a virgin ; — V. but others are of a different 
Opinion, of which number is Barnes ; who observes that, ancient* 
Ijff very yrouog widows were spoken of as still in % itato of Tirgin- 
itjr, and in con^nmtion of bis assertion refers to the prophet Joel, 
€• U V. S. Lament Uke m vtrgt» girded wUh eaekehihfir $ke kme* 
kmd ^ Mr ff9uH^ And it it equaUy confimadia Aaadsef 
Horace ad Icclom. lib. L 39. 

I i . Quae tibi virghtuMf 

Sponso uccaioy barbara scrvict ? 

and when in the sequel Briseis says that Patroclus had promised 
t» make her the Kwfi^t mUx»9 of Achilles, the expression is uo* 
demood by those who favour thtft Opinion to be eUipdc, andi^ o* 
ained^— On the whole, the interpretation of Barnes aeemi not fit 
Mpporled. 

' I^mewot^— ^. 
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Of Pcleus' godlike son, would*st waft me hence 
Tq Ftithiay and set forth our nuptial feast 
Among the Myrmidons. Thee, HbmSatt^ kind 
And gentle evpr, I must ever mourn.* 

She spake» and all her feUov*cMipliv€8 heav'd 
Responsive sighs, deploring each, in show, 
The dead Patrqchi^ but, in truth, herself/ 
/ Achaia's chiefe then all assembled rptuid 

Achilles, praying him to e?it, but he 
QixMu'd, and stiU resdute, thcar suit refus'd-^ 

If I have here a iriend on whom by prayciB 
. I may prevail, I pray that ye; desist, 
Nor longer press me, mourner as I am, 
To eat or drink, for till the sun go down 
I am inflexibly and wiU abstain. 

He ssdd, and to their several tents disnuas'd 
The other chiefs, but Atreus' royal sons, 
Ulysses, Nestor, and Idomeneus, 
With Phoiiiix, his rever'd and valiant friend, 
Abiding^ still, with cheerful converse kind 

* As has lieen befiwe vemariLed, the poet nUeses no opportunUy 
of eelebnitiiig the gentle manners of Patroclus, of which hb kind 
treatment of this female captive, tlie pfomiacs he made her, and 
the pleasing prospects he set before her, are the clearest, and, re^ 
corded as they are by herself, the most indisputable evidence. 

' This* in the judgement of Madame Uacier, is the finest stroke 
in all thfc Iliad. Nothing, she observes, can be more natural thun 
the representation made by the poet of lljcsc unliappy yuunp wo- 
ipen, who, ahcady wcui y of their ^ L.piivc siatc, lake oocasiDn from 
. every mournful object taut occurs lo weep afresh, though in rc^^ 
iiy little inicri hled by any of tlicm. — C. 

■ 

* 

» 
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J^ssay'd to aoothiiiniy whoic offiicted soul 
All soothing soom^d tiU he should onoe agam 
Rush on the ravening edge of bloody war. 
Then, 8i|^g with romembruice, thw he said. 

Time was, unhappiest, dearest of my friend^ ! 
WheneveQ.thoUy with diligent despatobi 
Thyself, hast spread a table in my {ent, 
The hour of battle drawing nigh between 
The Gfeeks and warlilbe Trcjiins. But there lies 
Thy body wounded, now, and, for thy sake, 
Though dearth be. none, I neither drink nor eat, 
Smce heavier woe I can have none to fear. 
No, not if tidings of my father's death 
Should reach fne» who^ dds moment, weeps, perchance, 
In Phthia tears of tenderest regret 
For such a son ; while I, remote from home. 
Fight for detested Helen under Troy* 
Nor even were he dead, whom, if he live, 
I rear in Scjrros, my own darling son. 
My Neoptoletnus of form divine«' 

• An island of the Cyclades.— -B. &c C. Pcleus having been 
forewarned by Thetis that bis son Achilles should be slain at Troy, 
consigned him to the care of I.ycomedes, king of Scyros, having 
first disguised him as a girl. As such he was educated with the 
daughters of Lycomcdcs. But the oracle having declared that 
Troy could not be taken without him, Ulysses, PhcEnix, and Nes- 
tor were deputed by tlic Grecians to ask him from bis father. 
Peleus affirming that he was not at home, they repaired to Scy- 
ros, and suspecting (but we arc not told for what reason) that he 
was to be found among the king's daughters, by the advice of U- 
lysses, they spread before the young people aStns and disufiS} im- 
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For stili this hope I dierish'd in my fanaH 

•fill now, that, of us two, myself alone 

Should M at Ilium, and that thou, restor'd 

To PhtfttB, flhoold'st have wafted o'er die mm 

My son from Scyros to his native home, 

Thatthou might'al show hka tXL his heritage^ 

My train, and my magnificent abode* 

For either dead already I account 

Peleas, er doubt aot Uiat his residi^e 

Of miserable life shall quickly &il 

Through stress of age and expectation aad 

That tidings of my death shall, next, arrive. ^ 

So spake Achilles weeping, around whom 
Hk diie& all sigh'd, each with remembfanoe pam^i 
Of some lov'd object left at home. Mean- time 
love, widi compassion mov'd,- thdr sorrow saw. 
And in wing'd accents thus to Pdlas spake. 

Daughter I thou hast abandoned, as it seems, 
Yon virtuous chief §ar ever ; shall no care 
Thy mind engage of brave Achilles more? 

4 

ho \ where he sits before his gaUant fleet 
Lamenting his slain friend ; the other GreeVs 
£at and are satisfied ; he only fasts. 
Go, then— and that he hunger not, inatQ 
Ethereal sustenance into his breast. 

plements of war and of female industry. The iuucr e lustanU 
If seised by the princesses, and the former by Achilles. But 
pre^iotis to this dcieciion of his sex, the young hero had deflow- 
ered one of his royal playmates !)y name Deodamia. She mado 
him father of Pyrrhus, afterward called Ncoptolcmus.— V. 
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So saying, he urg'd Minerva prwpt befbvs. « 
In iarm a ahrili-voic'd harpy of broad wing 
Through eAer down she darted, while the Oredcs 
In all their camp for instant battle arm'd. ^ 
Ambrosial sweets and nectar she instiU'd ^ 
Into his breast, lest he should siiflfar loss 
Of strei^th through abstinence, then soar'd again 
To her great sire's unperishing abode. 
And now the Grecians from their gallant fleet 
AU pour'd themselves abroad* As when the snow. 
Descending thidc from Jove, is driven by gusts 
Of the clear-blowing north, so smil'd the field 
Withdazslingcasqnesy boss'd bucklers, hauberksstraqg^ 

And polish'd weapons issuing from the fleet." 
Up went the fiash to heaven ; wide all around 
The champaigne laughed with beamy brass iUum'd, 
And tramplings of the warriors on all sides 
Resounded, amidst whom Achilles arm'd* 
' He gnash'd his teeth, fire glimmer'd in his eyes, 
Anguish intolerable wrung his heart 
And fury against Troy, wlule he put on 
His glorious arms, the labour of a god. 
First, to his 1^ his polish'd greaves he clasp*d 



* HooMT says — e«puc n nfmimi^mim And Paiisuuas expl2Lin- 
ii^ the aspmaioD infonnt m, thattlM corslet or breast-plate had 
aometunes a piece of armour connected wttb it by studs, which 
■erved as a covering for the back. Thus armed they deemed 
Ihemselvea sufficiently guarded even without the security of a 
shield. Pborcys b mentioned as an Inatuice of a wairior thus 
accoutred, whom Ajax jderces immediately tbroagh his ihmL— B. 
fcC. See Book z?tt. X« 565. 
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Studded with silver,, then, his corslet bright 

Biji^'d to his bosoiDy bis huge sword of brass 

Athwart Ins slmiilder slung, flid his broad sluetf 

Upli^d Iast» luminous as the moon. 

Su^l)^s to mariners a fife appears, 

Kindled by shepherds on the distant top 

Of some lone hill ; they, driven by storiay wiodSf 

Reluctant roam off die fishy deep, 

Such from Achilles' burning shield divine 

A lustre strode the skies ; his ponderous helm 

He lifted to hib brows ; starlike it shone, 

And shook its curling crest of bushy gold. 

Consummate work of Vulcan's glorious art^ 

So clad, the godlike hero trial made 

If his arms fitled him, and gave free scope 

To his proportion'd limbs ; they buoyant prov'd 

As wings, and high upbore his airy tread. 

Fordi from its case he drew lus fiither's spear. 

Heavy and huge and long. That spear, of all 

Achaia's sons, none else had power to wield $ 

Achilles only could the Pelian beam 

Brandish, by Chiron for his ^ther hewn 

From Pelion's top fisr slaughter of the bmvctf 

His coursers, next, Automedon prepar'd 

And Alcimus, adjusting with despatch 

The Mr caparisons ; they thrust the bhs 

Lito their mouths, and to the chariot seat 

Extended and made fiut the reins behind. 

Then seized Automedon tlie splendid scourge 

ConuQodious to his grasp, and spnuig at once 



■ 

Into bbfhoet licUnd him, am'dgDmp^ 

Achilles mounted, as the oriei^ sun ^ 
All daszUiig^ aad #kh awM tone hb apeedi 
Directed to the coursers of his sire* 

Xanthus, aod Balius of Podarget* blood 
Illustrious ! see ye that, the battle done, ' I * 
The chief whom now botf ye render bapk 
To the Achaians in far other sort. 
Nor leave him« as ye left t^atrodus^ dead*^ 

So he, and Xanthos from bencadi the yoke 
Speaking, his matchless courser, thus replied^ 
9$ Juno vocaLmadei hut hanging kwr 

' We arc not warranted to account any practice unnatural and 
absurd, merely because it does not obtain among ourselves. I 
know not that any hitttoriao has recorded this custom of the Gre- 
cians, but tbattt was a ciui^om among them occasionally to hanmgiia 
their boraesi. we may assure ourselves on the authority of Homer> 
^ a poet too attentive to nature to have introduced into his work any 
such apeechesf «oald thef have appeared at amnga to hla co«»> 
trjma as they do to us. 

It is not Achilles only Who addresses hb steeds, which, beinf 
immortal and bred by ApoUo, might be supposed particalarly 
telligeni, but HocMdoeaiialsa hi tbs eighth Bodk,aiid Aaittochat 
in the chariot«face, whose horses were not only of terrestrial origin 
but the iiloweat in the can p of Greece. Such harangues there- 
fore may be supposed to have been not unfrequcnt j and though it 
is not to be imagined that any sort of instruction would teach a 
horse Unguarde, the tone of voice might have a considerable effect. 
It is not uncommon to see a whole team more terrified by curses 
strained through the teeth of a brutal driver, than even by the 
Whip itself, and perhaps, were they accustomed to it, atone of 
voice suited to the purpose might encourage them as much. But 
some aaj^ V. that this whole address to his horses is designed by 
Achilles as an Indirect reproof to Automedoii. 
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His brows, and sweeping with his mane the ground. 
\ And doubtless 8o we wiIL This day it Inst 
We bear thee safe from battle^ stormy chief! 
Yet thee the hour of thy destruction swift 
Apiiroaches, hastened by no fiuill oC ours. 
But by the force of fate and power divine* 
For not through sloth or tardiness m us . 
The Trojans stripped Patroclus of his arms, 
Buty most illustrious of the powers divine^ 
Latona's o&pring slew him in the wi» 
Designing glory to the chief of Troy. 
Wc» Zephyrus himself, although esteem'd 
Swiftest of all the winds of heaven, in speed 
Could equal, but the Fates thee also doom 
By human hands to &11« and hands divine* 

The interposing Furies at that word 
Suppress'd his utterance, and indignant, thus^ 
AduUes, swiftest of the swift, replied.* 

Why, Xanthus, prophesiest thou my death? 
tt ill beseems thee. 1 already know 
My doom to perish dibtant far ii om home. 
Yet cease I not the more fnxn feats of arms 
Till Tto^ shall have received her fill of war. 

He said, and shouting drove iato tlie van. 

* Tbe line of the original that ascribes the ardcolatioa widi 
wbieli kanthua was endued, to Juno, is amick out by some coni- 
meniatora as aparlous, and apparently with good raasoii. For wh^ 
should Juno hiterpoae to alBict Achillea ? The Furies amf mon 
■mturally be deemed tbe authors of potteotmis sigoe and tatriblft 
prenenicieiis, end if ihey, ee the poet heee aasurea u% mkinm 
the hone hia utterance, it is most consistent to infisr that they bed 
givealt*i-Jl.fe V. 
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ARGUM>'.KT OF THE TWENTIETH ROOK. 

By fmumum of Jupiter the cods dnecod into the lattk, and range tWnuelTCt oo eitfaer Mm 
wijiMli ly. Htftmrn if mn m Mn rnt ftmadffttttar ^biadof ^iMl ii ,.flB p i ^fcwn i > q B » 
fMOlA^MMMUeetor. AcUDn il^aM& ' " 

• Bd&KXX. 

Thus stood the Gfcdans at their gallant fleet • 

Marshaird by thee, Achilles, glorious chief, 
Insatiabk with war ! and opposite 

^^^^ - ¥ ' 

The Trojans on the rising ground appear'd.^ 
Mean- time, Jove ordered Themis, from the head 
Of the deep-fork'd Olympian to convene 
The gods in council. She to every part 
Fkoceeding^f bade them to the courts of Jove/ 

^ This ri&ing-ground wai five stadia in circnmferent^, and was 
between the river SimoVs and a village named IHmmh in which 
Paris is said to have decided between the goddesses. It was call- 
ed Callicolone, being the most cjonepicnoiu ground in the neigb- 
b onrheo d of ^e dty^B, k. V. 

> bie ie the nNteeagereff the gods eooediBaiy oGcaaidnstMer- 
enrf on those of impottance. Bet Themis Is now employed, bc^- 
canaet be affair in question is a council, and lo asiemble andM> < 
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Nor of the floods was any absent thence . . 
Oceanus except, or of the nymphs 
Who haunt the pleasant groves, or dwell beside 
' Stream-feeding fountains, or in meadows green.^ 
Widiin the Thonderer^s courts arriv*d» they sa^ 
Before the portico on poUshM seats 
With ingenuity divine contrived 
By Vulcan for the sovereign of the skies.* 
Thus ril the gods wcij/in.'tjic Fourts of jpusj ^ 
AssembM; nor wasNlqptune iilowtohwr '' 
The voice of Themis, but (the billows left) 
Came also; in the midst lus seat he took. 
And ask'd, incontinent, the mind of Jove.* 

Why, king of lightnings i hast thqu call'dagHi) 
The gods to council f Is the battte's rage, 
Kow kindling between yonder hosts, the g^msc ? 

To whom the sovereign of the boundlttBS air* 
Neptune ! thoij know'st already my design 

And wherefore ye are call'd. Although ficdaia'd , 

> 

•oWe councils, the poet tells us in another place, is iier peculii^ 
proTince. — V. • • 

The return of Achilles to battle is made as magnificent as pos- 
sible. A council in heaven precedes it) and a battle of the gods U 
the CQDsequciicc. — V. 

* Oceanus is said not to have been summoned, lest, being the 
parent of them all, by his venerable presence he should iu^ve witii* 
held the rest from fij^htiog. — B. & V. 

tkiikffljr notleed tm acooBBt <f thsiitatnwm fce lo hmi y e gp iths c d 
iHHia he- wjit cnnM aiy lr d tyJu^ier ts fait tie hmOM^M* lb V. 
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So floon to dk, they iolefest me sdIL 

Myself sliall, on Olympus' top reclin'd, 
Wdl-piew'd survey tfaem; but let all beside 
Descending to Ae fcid, thefe join and aid^ 
As each shall choose, the Trojans or the Greeks. 
Fcr should AchiUes» though alone» aaarii 
The uiiasbisted Trojans, he would drive, 
At ones, to flighty their whole collected power. 
IBs looks afjpaU'd them ever, and I fiear 
Lest, frantic for his loaa» he even pass 
The bounds 6f Fast; and desolafee tile torn 
So spake the son of Saturn, kindling war 
lnevitafai)e» and the gods aet forth 
With mfai^ discordant to die bloody fidd. 
Junoy and Pallas, and the sovereign lord 
Of ooean, sou|^ the fleet, widi whom were join'd 
Hermes, inventor of the not>le8t arts. 
And VulcaOy rolling pn all sides his eyes 
Tremendous, but on limping feet and Iqgs 
Unequal. To the Trojans Mars repair'd 
With Phcebtts never-shorn,* Dian shaft-arm'd, 
Xanthns, Latonat and the Queen of sntiks»' 

« Never'tharn becaute the rays of the sun are insQparable froin 

* The cmamcpiaton are extremely dreurostantial and prolix 
in aceoQSting for the ettadunent of eteiy divinity in the field to 
Ihla or that pi(^«> Janet tfa^Myfaaaim the Oreektibeeanse the 
It the focldeii who prcaalet over maniaga, and katea adnliery ; 
♦ eoneeqtieatly the haiae the Tnjant who ^fgbk in the cMae of an 
i|di|Herer. Minarfa tafcee the tame ndn en n prineiple of resent- 
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So kmg as the inimortal gods nn^ iiol 

With either host, so long Achaia's sons 

Exulted, sodog, after tedkna pMi8e» 

Achilles in the field, and terrour shook ' 

The knees of every Trojan at 4he view ' 

Of swift Pdidci like aaotfaer Mtts 

On carnage bent and bright in arms again. 

But whcB tiK Oljmipan powers htd coter'd onee 

The mulutude, then Discord, at wlioae voiee 'i 

The million maddens, vehement arose i 

Then, Pallas at tbe tRBilsh wi^t tiie wall 

By turns stood shouting, and by turns a shout • 

Teirific sent akmg the aooadlDg shoce. 

While, gloomy, as a ttmpest, opposite, : : « 

ment, having been refused the prize of beauty by Paris ; a reason 
which may be supposed not a little to influence Juno likewise. 
Neptune joins them, because Laoraedoxi defrauded him of his 
wages ; Mercury, because being the patron of heralds, he abhor- 
red the Trojans for the sake of the treacherous counsel of An- 
timachus, who would have slain Ulysses and Mcnelaus actint^ in 
that office. And Vulcan, because he hated Mars who had been 
too free wiih Venus. — B. Sc V. 

On the other h?.nd, Mars sides wiili the Trojans from similar- 
ity of scnliment, and because they alike delight in blood. Apol- 
lo, because he is an archer, and the Trojans were famous for 
archery, especially such was Paris. Paris too excelled on the 
lyre and in personal appearance — both attributes of Apollo — Dia- 
na and Latona naturally follow Phcebus. Xanthus can do no lest 
than aid the Trojans, being a Trojan river ; nor Venus, because 
in the contest for the prize of beauty, Paris had decided in her fa- 
Tour) and because she was the mother of ^^Lncas. — B. Sc V. 

This is only a small part of what has been imagined on the sub- 
ject) but an enquirer of moderate curiosity will perhaps deem it 
quite sufficient. 
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Mars shouted dio, fnini the kftf tower 

Of Ilium now, now running o'er the hill 
Callicoioiiey oa the Siaois' aide. 

Thus die imiwtak ever Uest hnpell'd 
Both hosts to battle, and dire inroad caus'd 
Of strife among themw Sodden from on high 
The sire of gods and men thundered ; mean-time, 
Neptune the earth and the high ooonlant ttkotk ; 
Down from her sammit to her lowest haw 
Ida spring.fed the agitation felt 
Reeling, all Ilium and the fleet of Omot. 
Upstarted from his throne, appall'd, the king 
Of irlrebus, and with a cry his fears 
Through heU prddahn'd, lest Neptune, o'er his head 
Shattering the vaulted earth, should wide disdoac 
To mortal and immortid eyes his leafan 

Of horrour, thirst, and woe, detested sight 
£'en to the gods themselves ; with such a sound 
The powers eternal into botde nisWd.* 
Oppos'd to Neptune, sovereign of the waves, 
ApoUo stood wkh his wing'd arrows arm'd; 
To Mars, Minerva ; to Jove's awful spouse 
Diana of the golden bow, whose joy 

* There ii no ^sfm, isyt T^IIiat in hb nsies on IiDiigmii% 
n al a — be alcogetlier UtitiBnte and dsaf u> ncred long, whs 
does not trtoMm whtte be nsads thfo passage ia Homer, and pav- 
Mit wHb Ploto in bislean lert lio tbouM toe faoH laid opon. fint 
Pkio qotnreli whb the detcdpdon, is Hkcly to inspiro a dimd of 
death, and so moch the worthier to be expunged as it excels in 
poetical merit. — C. 
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Ii in the ahonts nd tmnidti of iStit dmat, 
Sister of Phoebus ; Mercury to fair 
Latona, and to Vakan^ vaat and deep 
The eddy- whirling flood by mortal men - 
Scamander eaU'd» but Xanthus by the god&.^ 
. So gods enooimterM gods^ But most deaira 
Achilles felt to pierce the crowd and rush 
On nriamelan Hector, with whoae blood 
Chiefly his fury prompted him to sate 
The icdefitigable god of war. 
But, the enoonrager of Ifiiim*a hoal 
ApoilOy urg'd ^neas to assail 
The aoo of Peleu8» with hemic nugfat 
Inspiring his bold heart He feign'd the voice 
Of Priam's son LycaoDt and his form 
Assuming, thua die Trojan chief addreaa*d« 

i^neas, senator of Troy ! tliy vaunts 
While banqueting among the kings and chiefii 
Of Ilium's host, diaft diou would'at even 

■ 

Achilles in the field» wliere are they now ? 
To whom .^iieaa.aaawer diua letnm'd. 

* Hereulet oo a certain occasion tormented with thint, bC' 
sought Jupiter in prayer to discover to him if it were but a thread 
of water. The god, unwilling that his son should perish by such 
means, with a thunderbolt opened the earth and gave him the rill 
bo wanted, which Hercules, scooping a channel for it, improved 
into a river, and the river from that circumslance was named 
Scamander. — Scamander, thcrerorc, is derived by those who give 
this account of ii, iiom XxMirrn which signifies to dig'. — V. 

It is easy to trace th/s story to its true source in the history of 
Samson. 
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Oil^mig of Priwi i why cnjoiik^at thoii me 
Not so inclin'dy that arduous task, to cope 
With the .uttmitch'd Achilles? I haTe prov'd 
His force already, ^when he chas'd me down 
Fiom Ida with his flpeafi wh^ttimeheBMde 
Seizure of all our cattle^ and destroy'd 
PedaattsandI^rnieaBiis;.tmt'iiraaerV'd r 
By Jove I 'scap'd, who wing'd my feet to fly* • 
£lse had I Men by Achilks' hand, 
And by the hand of Pallas, who his steps 
Conducted, and exhorted him to skqr 
Us and the Leleges.^ Vain, thcf^efere, proves 
AU mortal force to Feteus' son oppos'd ^ 

For one, at least, of the immortals stonds 
£ver beside him, guardian of bis ii£e. 

And, of himself he hadi an arm tint sends 

His rapid spear ynerring to the mark* 
. Yet, would the gods svvay oqnsBy the ssales 

Of batde, not with ease should he subdue 

Me, though he boast hiaisdf a anan of hrasii 
But him Apollo answered, son of Jom 

Hero ! prefisr thou, also^ to the gods 

Thy prayer. Thee Venus, as they say, produced, 

Jove's daughter; him, the daughtrr of the deep; 

A mother of inferiour note to thine. 

Thy modier is from Jove ; the o&pringi his, 

Less noble of the hoary Ocean old. 

' The Leleges were a colony of Thessalians jmd the first inhale 
ilODU of the shores oi HcUespoot — B. h C. 

VOL. a. , SS 
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Haste, meet him, then, widi thy viotorious spear,. 

Nor, though he menace^ and essay to shake 
» * 

Thjr flool with fierce invective, turn awqr. 

So saying, withf martial force the chief he fill'd, ^ 
WhOithrottgb the £orenio$t ranks advanced in ann» 
All dassling bright. Nor pass'd Anchiaes* aon 
Unseen of Juno, through the crowded host 
SteluDg AehiUes^ but the powecs of heaveo 
Convened by her command, she thus address'd^ 

Minerva I Neptune ! an event that teems 
With fiital yisi donands your instant carer 
i^lneas, bright in arms, is on his way 
To combat with Achiiies;^ and he goes 
Urg'd by Apolkk* But delay not we 
To turn him back, or, one of us, to seek 
Achillea and with such celestial force 
And magnanimity dilate his soul. 
That he may know the mightiest powers of heavm 
Hb (Hends, and that deities whom Troy 
Long-time liath trusted, aic, with us coropar'd*. 
Light as the passing wind» and nothing wohL 
For we have all descended from the skies 
And thaatt this battlet to preserve awhile 
Achilles* life, though suflfer all he must 
Hereafter, with his tliread of liic entwined 
By Destiny, the day when he vras bom. 
These things ourselves must teach him ; since, untaught. 
He will be terrified when he shall meet 
Some adverse dei^ ; for mortal eyes 
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Caa ill eadure the sight oi forms divine. 

To whom replied die shaker of flie shorn. 
Jimo 1 this wrath dishonours thee ; be cabn. 
I mdsh^iot an inglorious strife widi fods 
Far our inferiours. Seek we yonder hill 
Whose height commands the bottle from afiu% ' 
An4 if ApoUo, or the fiery Mars 
^gin to fi^t, or hindrance interpose 
To thwart Achilles, we will, then, ourselves 
RuahinaocQaAict; and, I much miadeena, 
Or they shall eagerly and soon resume 
Their wonled aeats co the Olyn^iian heigiitap ' 
By strong coercion of our arms subdued. 

So H^ing, the king of the <:eFukan floods 
Advanc*d before them to die loify mound 
Of godlike Hecculesy by Pallas rais'd 
And by the Trojans Ibr his safe escape, 
Wliat time the monster of the deep pursued 
The hem from the sea4»a]k: o'er tbe plain.^ ' 

* Tbe sCbry as it is told bf the Scholiast is this— Neptono and 
Apollo being coramanded by Jupiter to serve Monsedoa Ibr hire, 
Irailt tbe wslls of TTof Ibr a stipolated price, of wUcb LaomedflB 
aftenrsrd defrauded them. Neptune, Incensed «t hb treachery, 
sent a sea-monster into the adjoining country which devoured such 
of the people as came in his way, and the fi uiis of the earth also. 
Laomedon consulting the oracle was informed, that if he would 
give his daughter He&ione to the monster, he should quit the 
country. The king produced his daughter, but proclaimed at the 
same time that he would give tbe horses which he had received 
from Jupiter as the price of Gaoymede lo bim who should destroy 
that eaemy. Hercules, being present} undertook the sendee, and 
Miaanra baviog built for biro tbe mound or wall here flsentioocdy 
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• • 

There Neptune sat, and his confederate gods, ' 
Their shooklerB ia impenetrable clouds 
bvofar*d; while, opposite, and oa the hSU 
Callicolone, town-destroying Mars 
And Fhcebiis wuted, with their aids divine. 
So, gods to gods in opposite aspect 
Sat ruminatiogy and alike averse 
On bodi ades In begin' the tofls of war. 
While frqm his seat sublime Jove urg'd them on. 
The champaigne all was ill'd, and with die Uaae 
lOmn'd of men and coursers arm'd in brass, 
And the incumbered earth jarr'd under fool 
Of the encountering hoslB. Then, two, the vest 
Surpassing far, into the midst advanc'd • 
Impatient for the fight, Anchises' acn 
i^lneas, and Achilles, glorious chief! 
.^^oeas first advanc'd, and with an air 
Of dauntless menace shook his bushy crest. 
His bosom with his agitated shield 
• (le fenc'd, and brandished high his glittering qpear« 
On th* other side, Achilles to the fight 
Flew like a ravening lion, on whose death 
Besoly'd the peas^ants from all quarters meet ; 
He, viewing with disdain tlie foremost, stalks 

he concealed himself awhile behind it, but at Icng^th throwing iiim- 
self into the monbicr's mouth descended into his bowels which he 
tore in pieces. Laomcdou, still dishonest, gave him mortal instead 
of immortal horses for his reward, which Hercules soon discover- 
ing) destroyed the city and drave away the steeds to which he was 
^ well entitled .—:B. & V. 
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Kight ODy but pierc'd by some bold bunter gapes . 
And writhes himself, disdonng his huge &ngs 
Hung with white foam ; then, growling far revenge, 
Laahes himself to batde with hb tsil, - 
Till with a burning eye and a bold heart 
He qprings to slaugliter, or himself is siting 
bo, by his valour and his noble mind 
Impell'd, fenown'd Aohittes moV'd toward 
.£neas, and, small interval between, 
Thus spake the hero matchtess in the race*' 

IVhy stand'st tfam bne, ^Ensas ! and hast poah'd 
Through such a crowd to meet me ? Bums thine heart 
To strive with me in hope that Mam's throntt 
Hereafter, and his honours shall be thine ? 
But shoold'st thou day roe, not for that exploit 
Would Priam such large recompense bestow, 
For be hath sons, and hath, beside, a mind 
And disposition not so lightly chang'd.* 
Or have the Trojans of their richest soil 
For vineyard apt or plough assigned thee part 
If thou shalt slay roc ? Difficult, I hope. 
At least, thou sbalt experience that emprise* 

' More than one of the Greek commentators assert that the lion 
has a natural goad growing on the under side of his tail, like a 
small pointed horn, with which he stimulates himself to battle.— 
B. Sc V. We who have not many opportimities of examiaiog U- 
Mift' tails, must take it on their credit. 

^ The asaertuo teema larcastic and to point at tbe obiliiiaqr 
with which Priam and his family stiU detained the wife of Mene* 
{&US, on whose account the ^ar was kindled. 
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Thee I have clias'd already with my spear ; 

Can'st thou forget, that, finding thiee of Jate 

Alone on Ida, inth sath hasty flight 

I drove thee down, that, all thy cattle left, 

Ttiou never dar*d'st once look me in die &ce 

Till thou h«d St reach'd Lyrnessus, with whose spoils 

Enrich'd by Jove and Pallas I retum'd. 

And led thdr women capdve? Thee, indeed. 

The gods preserved, but will not, as thou dream'st, 

Now also. Back into thy host agun; 

Hence, I command thee, nor oppose in fight 

My foi^ce, lest evil hnd thee. To be taught 

By su&iings only n the part of fools. ^ 

To u hom iEneas answer thus retum'd. 
Pelidesl hope not, as I were a boy. 
With words to scare me. I have also taunts 
At my command, and could be sharp as thou. 
By such report as from the lips of men 
We oft have heard, each other's birth we know 
And parents also; but my parents thou 
Saw'st never, and I never look'd on thine. 
Thee men proclaim from noble Peleus sprung 
And Thetis, beauteous goddess of the deep ; 
I boast myself of lovely Venus bom 
1*0 brave Anchtses, iuid hb son this day 
In battle slain thy sire shall mourn, or mine ; 
For I expect not that we shall depart 
Like children, satisfied with words alone. 
But if it please liicc more at large to Icura 
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My Imeagc (thousands can attest U true) 

Know this, f ove, sovereign of iShe slonnsy begat 

Dardanus, and ere yet the sacred walls 

Of niom rose, the gloiy of this plaio, 

He built Dardania ; for at Ida's foot 

Dwelt our progenitors in ancient days. 

Daidanus was the &ther of a son. 

King Ericthoniusy wealthiest of mankind* 

Three thousand mares of hb the marish graz'dy 

Each suckling with delight her tender Ibal. 

Boreas, enamour'd of no few of these, 

The pasture sought m likeness of a steed 

Bright-man'd, and covcr'd them. They, pregnant thence^ 

Twelve foals produc'd, and ail so l^t of foot, 

That when they wantoned in the fruitful field 

They swept, and snapped it not, the golden car, 

And when they wantoned on the boundless deep, 

They skimm'd the green wave's frothy ridge, secure. 

From Ericthoniua sprang Tros, king of Troy, 

And Tros was fiither of three ftmous sons, 

Ilus, Assaracus, and Ganymede 

Fauest of human kind, idiom for that cause 

The gods caught up to heaven, that he mig^t dwell 

F.cv ever there, the cup-beaier of Jove. 

Bus begat Laomedon, and he ' 

' Dardanus was the son of Jupiter by ElecUti daughter of AUas. 
He dwelt in Samothracia ; but, a flood happening) built himself a 
botttyin wbichf clothed with a goat-skin, he committed himself to 
the waves, and was driven to Ida. There he landed and built the 
^ named after fahn Dahlania^Bt fc V. 
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Five sons, Tithonus, Priam, Clytius, . . u\ 

Lampus, and Hicetaon, branch of Manb 

Assar^cos a son begat, by name 

Capysy and Capys in due time his son 

Warlike Anchises, and Anchises me. 

But Priam is the nobk Hector's sire.* 

Such is my lineage, and the blood I boast; 

But courage is from Jove, and ebbs or fio\\rs 

As he commands; for he disposes alL 

But wherefore should we longer waste the time 

In idle prate, while battle roars around ? 

Reproach is cheap. With ease we mi|^ discharge 

Gibes at each other, till a ship that asks 

An hundred oars should siuk beneath the load. 

The tongue of man is voluble, hath words 

For every theme, nor wants wide field and long. 

And as hp speaks so shall he hear again. 

But wherefore should we wrangle, and with taunts 

Assail each other, as the practice is 

Of women, who with heart-devouring strife 

On fire, start forth into the public way 

To mock each other, giving scope alike 

To truth or fiilsdiood, as their anger bids V 

• Fearless of provoking Achilles, who, he knew, would bate him 
the more for ii, ^Eneas makes this the closing article of his gene- 
alogy, to show that he valued himself on his relationship to Hector, 
who had slain Pairoclus. llcctur was ilic son of Priam who de- 
scended from Ilus, and ^'Encas the son of ADCbisea .wilOfte deaccpt 
was from Aasaracuit the bniber of lliis» 

' TJiUeQaipsriaoowasrejesttdbyfaiBeof the sndoit cnties» 
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The ardour of my courage will oot cod 
Tar all thy speeches ; we must combat first ; 
N0W9 therefore, without more delay, begin, . 
That we may taste each other's force in armst 

So spake i^neas, and his brazen lance 
Httil'd with full force agunat the dreadful shidd. 
Loud roar'd its ample concave at the blow. 
Not unalarm'd Pdides his broad disk 
Thrust farther from him, deeming that the force 
Of such an arm should pierce his guard with ease* 
Vainlear! he VecoUected not that arms 
dorioos as his, gifts of th' immortal gods, 
meld not so quickly to die foroe of man. 
The stormy spear by brave iEneas sent, 
No passage found ; the golden plate divine 
Repress'd its vehemence ; two fold:* it pierc'd, 
But duee were still behind, for with five folds 

«a tcepwit of Uie coaneneis of the image. — V. But Homsr nei^ 
srteorns a jewel because he finds it in Uie dirt s if ilviU embel- 
fisb, enfifCD, illustrate a passage, be uses it without scrupioi sad 
ransacks all nature wkh the freedom of aman wtto bad no such 
judgea to control him from the scatof Joveontlieaanuniftof 0« 
lyrnpus to the duDghill at the baae of it. Ludan was as compe* 
SsM a judge of good wridng as any of the ciwnmentatpts, and bis 
opinion of these squeamish cadllera may be learned from bis dto» 
course with Homer which he feigned on purpose to deride them. 
The poet being questioned concerning the multitude of lines ex- 
punged, whetiitr ihey were in fact spurious as tiic critics had pro- 
nouijced them ? indignantly replies, J made them all. Then I per- 
fectly understood) says Lucian, what phlegmatic and dull fellows 
were the disciples of Zenodotus and Ari&tarchus the graznmarians* 

Livy uses the same comparison in the following passage— Sf* 
demu4 domi deMde*^ mulinum rifu aittnanteB inter no^"-"^ 

TOI- U. 34 
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Vukan hadtlbiti&ed k; two mne brast; 

The two interior, tin ; the midmost, gold 

And at the golden one the weapon stood.' 

Achilles, aezt, kb diadow.«tretcfaing spear 

Uuri'd forth and struck iEneas on the verge 

Of his braad shield, wfaere thinnest li^ the fansSy. 

And thinnest tlie ox-hide. The Pelian ash 

Started ri§^ through it, onik rang aloud. 

^neas, crouching to his hams, liis shield 

Thrust fitttfasr iroBi him ; bOt tkc lapid beam 

Bursdng bodi bonders of the ample disk, 

Cianc'd down his back» and plung'd into the soit 

He 'scap'd it, and he stood ; but widi a look 

Of horrour infinite the weapon saw 

Planted so nsar hiou Then, Achilles drew 

His fauichion keen, and with a deafening shout 

Assail'dkba; but iEneas scia'd a stone 

HcaTy and huge, a weight to overcharge 

Tke 9tKDgfh of two (such strength as we boast) 

Although he unelded k with ease, alone. 

Then had Mocas^ as Achilles rush'd 



* Smbs commencators, suppoain;^ the golclen plate the 
most as the most ornamental, iiavc perplexed theraselvcs mocli 
with this passage, ioi how, say they, could two folds be pierced 
and the is^>ear be stopped by the gold, if the gt>Id lay on the sur- 
face ? Bin to avoid the difficulty, we need only suppose thai the 
gold was inserted between the two plates of brass and the two oi 
Vulcan, in tbU paruci4ar» baviog attended leaa to orDaaett 
•than to security. 

Sec the SeMiaataa ViUmmbi wteai^gvoi ml larfo miafovr d 
tlias< 
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Toward hmf sm'itteoiy though with nooe e&ctt 
Hb alMd or hdiMt, and Aeluttn Urn ^ 
Had with his sword extended at his feet, 
But that the god of Ocean quick perceiv'd 
His peril, and th* iminortala tlms besfsakcu 

I pity brave i^eas, who shaU soon, 
Sa^n bj Achillesy see die reahns below. 
By smooth suggestions of Apollo lur'd 
To daii§;ery auch as he oan ne^ avert 
Bnt why should brave iBneaa^ pore himadf. 
Die for the fault of others ? at no time 
Have fiul'd his oSBnnga, gnteful to the gods. 
Come, therefore, rescue we from death, onndveSi \ 
This hero, lest, if by Achilles' arm 
He perisht Jupiter fahnself be wrodi ; 
For he is destin'd to survive, lest all 
The house of Dardauus (whom Jove beyond 
All odiers lov'd, his sons of woman bom) 
Fail with i£ncas, and be found no mone. 
Satumian Jove hath hated now toag liiae * 
The familv of Priam, and henceforth 
iEneas aad h^ son, and his sons' sons, 
8haU away the eoqptre o'er the raee of Tray.* 

^ This has been oomidcred, and jvtUy, M s very cxtraordiMiy 
iprophecy of the pmperity of Rome under a race of kings de- 
scended from ^ntas. It is noticed as such in the Scholia ascrib- 
ed to Porphyrins, and Bkewise by £usCsthias, who h«f!ng men- 
tioned the opinion of some, that Homer must have been indebted 
for it to the leaves of the Sybil, obsenres that others have beleved 
it Kb own, because as they sfBrm^-He who has the sphft of poet- 
ly is a prophet also^B. 
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To wboniy roBjesttc thus the spouse of Jove. 
Neptune! deliberate thyadf, and choose 

Whether to save i^neas, or to leave 

The hero victim of Achilles' ire. 

For Failaa and mytdf oft-times have sworn 

In full assembly of the gods, to aid 

Troy never; never to avert the diqr 

Of her distress ; not even when the flames, 

Kindled by the hen»c sons of (xreece, 

ShaU dimb with fuiy to her topmost towers. 

No sooner Neptune heard, than through the throng 
Of battle and the clash of spears the god 
Came where Achilles and ^'Eneas fought. 
At once widi shadows dim he blurr'd the sight 
Of Peleus* son, and plucking from the sludd 
Of brave -^neas the enormous ash 
Of Pelion, plac'd it at AchiU^s' leet 
Then, lifting high .£neas from the ground, 
He heaved him fiur remote ; o'er many a rank 
Of heroes and of bounding steeds he flew, 
Launch'd into air from the expanded palm 
Of Neptune, and alighted in the rear 
Of an Ac hatde where the Cauoons $tood.' 

' TIm Csucoos ate iwt mentioned ti| the catalogue, and are, fiv 
that reaaoQ, by some supposed to baTe joined the Trojans since, 
and by others to be iadiided tbcre io the general appellatioii of 
papblagQiuans, whose neighbours they are said to have been. But 
there are still others who affirm that they were from Cauoosi a 
psy on the confines of Lydia, aixd were properly namedi not Caa- 
tonesi but Cauaii^B. C ^ V. 
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Neptune approached him there, and at his side 

Standsig, m accents wing'd, Urn thus bespake. 

What god, iEneas 1 tempted thee to cope 

Thus monnfadenteiy with the son 

Of Peleus, both more excellent in fight ' 

Than thou, and more the fiivourite of the skies? 

From him retire hereafter, or expect 

A premature descent into the shades. 

But when AchiUes shall have once fulfilled 

His destiny, in battle slain, then fight 

Fcariess, for thou canst &U by none beside. 

So saying, he left the well admonish'd chie^ 

And from Achilles' eyes dispers'd the gloom 

Shed o'er them by himself. The hero saw 

Clearly, and with his noble heart, inccns'd 

By disappointment, tlius conferring, said. 

Gods 1 I behold a prodigy. My speax 

Lies at my foot, and he at whom I cast 

The we^xm with such deadly force, is gone ! 

JBneas then, is also, as it seems, 

Belov'd by the immortal gods, although 

I deem'd fai9 boast of theur protectioa vain. 

I reck not Let him go. So gladly 'scaped 

From sbug^iler nom, he shall not aoon again 

Feel an ambition to contend with me. 

• • • 

Now, thcrefixe, animating, first, the Greeksi 
Troy's whole united force I will assail, 
And prove, at once, the valour of them alL 
He said, and sprang to battle, loud voice 



Calling tiie Grtc&m iito 
Of the Achaiam I stand not tnom itoof, 
My nobk frisnda I but foot to £6ot let each 
.Fall cm courageous, and dciiie te fight* 
The task were difficult for me akme, 
Brave as 1 boast mjrsdf« tt> cbase a foe 
So numerous, and to combit wifli dvtn sH» 
For though immortal, neither Mars himself, 
Nor even Palto oould bmSm^ at oaeo 
To chase and blaughter multitudes like these. 
With imkda^ wHb leew with spirit and with mighl» 
All that I can I will I right thfougft I go, 

* And not a Trojan who shaii chance within 
Spear's reach of roe» shall, as 1 judge, r^oice* 

Thus he the Greeks exhorted, and, mean-lime, 
Illustrious Hector loudly to his host 
Proclaim'd that he vvoold oope with Pelein* ioa. , 

Fear not Uiib chief, ye valiant men of Troy I 
I dare oppose with words, though not in ama^ ' 
For they are mightier far, the gods themselves; 
Nor shall Achilks full performance give 
To all his vaunts, but, if, he some fulfil, 
Shall others tinaccompli&h'd leave and vain. 
I will assail him, though hisliaiids be fire, 

• Though fire his hands, and hammered steel his heart.* 

• 

* AcriUcqiiBrrtto wltbdihripiiiiaAa, tbovgli il la fiuthfia io 
the original. But, betide that it is a tvanslatov^e dutf to gite as ' 
true a copy of his author as be can, it m justified by the intention 
of the poet, which, as the Schcfliasc rightly observeti is lo affsct 
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So spfl&c he Ihm cjdioitiii^* At his wonl 

Up rose the Trojan spears, thick imcrmix'd 
The battle jcMn'd» «nd ckuamir loud bmgi. 
Then thus, approaching Hector, Phoebus spake. 

Advance not. Hector I thus into the van 
Seeking Actuies, bnt m tluekcit 
Expect him rather, lest he slay thee pierced 
In doae^nmnlr, or atridua from ate.' 

He and, ani Heelor fir intD Ma hoat 
Withdrew, admooish'd by the voice divine. 
Than, ahondngiaffribfy and elodi'd wMi aaif^ 
Achilles sprang to battle. First, he slew 
The valiant leader of ft munefiNia band, 
Iphition. Brave Otrynieiia was hia sm* 
Him to Otrynteus the renown'd in arms 
A Naiad onder anoirf Tmateabo^ 
In fruitful Hyda. Right into his front 
As he advanc'd, Achikka drove lus spear. 
And riv^ bis aeoD ; vfidi dumdning aound ha fidi, 
And thus tlie conqueror gloried in his fall.^ 

AhOtiyntideaLdioiiartalain. Herelies 
The terrible in arms, who, born beside 
The broad Gyg«an lake where Hyllus flowa 

the reader vehemenUf and with the deepast inpreinoD of lha 
force and fire of Achilles* — ^V. 

* ItlsveUebMrvedbf tbeSchoUast that the poet ia a Uriel 
ecanoniiit of the character of llaetor, eadceotrifeetoipareaai 
save him to the Ust^V. 

* Tmolus was a mouQUun of Lydia, and Ilyda a cit^ of iht saOM 
counuy. — B. C. & V. 
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And Hernus, . criPd tiie feilale soil fab owiu' 

Thus gloried he. Mean-time the shades of deatli 
Covered Iphitioii, and Achaiaii wheels 
And horses groand hb body in the van. 
Demoleon next, Antenor's son, a chief 
Vkm in defiaioe of Ifimn's watts, he slew. 

Inio his temples through his brazen casque 
He dmist the Felian ash, nor could the bcass 
Such force resist, but die huge weapon drove 
The shattered bone into his inmost brain, 
And his fierae onset at a stroke repiess'd* 
Hippodamas, while with a leap he left 
His steeds and fled, the weapon next receiv'd 
IVidm his spine* He, psntnip fiMrth his life, 
Mosn'd like a bull, by consecrated youths 
Dragged nmd the ftdicomankmg,^ who views 
That victtin widi delight* So, wMi loiid moann 
The noble warrior sigh'd his sou) away. 
' Then, spear in hnd, against the godlilDe son 
Of Priam, Polydorus, he advanced. 
Him, many a time his faidier had enjoin'd 
To shun the fight ; for he wm youngest-bom 
Of his male offspring ; ahar'd beyond the rest 
Hisfiivonr, and iniqteed surpassed diem all. 
Vain of that speed, he like a simple boy 

' So Gan«d from Gyges sod of Candaulus ; ho is mid to hsfo 
boon the fint king of Lydia^B. C.€e V. 

•Neptune. So called, cither because lic uas worshipped on 
Helicon, a mountam of Boeotia, or from liciicc, an island of A- 
chaia, where he bad a temple.—- B. C. k V. 
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Displayed it, starting through the foremost ranks 
Unaw'd by danger^ tiU| al las^ died ; 

m 

For, as he pass'd him swiftly, with his spear 

AjcKiUes reach'd hSm i in hi^ hack infiv ^H 

(loat where tbe golden cbspa Us belt aecur'd^ 
And where the diHihieri hauberk ia&Qrpos'd) 
Sheer through his navd passed die poioled sled* 

Hcy shrinking, sank, in shades of death involv'dy ' 
Aiid» 1^ lie kned'd» hu head iodniag lov 
With both hands press'd his ibsulQg bowels back* 
Soon as the Trojan chief his brother saw 
Bent o'er his wound, and gathering, as he stoop'd, 
His entrails in hia handsr gneTs aablest ckNid 
Came o'er hb eyes, nor could he longer stand 
Bemotip fipom battle ; but impatient shook 

» 

His pointed spear, and with the lightniqg*s ajpeed 

Flew to assail Achilles ; his af^roach 
AduUes mack'd eaudting^ and eBcUntW 

He comes, from whom my bosom hath recciv'd 
Its deepest woundy the slayer of my friend; 

We may no longer watch with jealous looks 

Each other, peering throttf^ the walks of ww» 

He ceas'd, and, frowning terribly, provok'd 
Approaching Hector, Haste, he cikd, advance 
Widi swifter pace, and thou shah jooier die, 

V It is an amiable trut in.thediariclarQfUectorfthatliiipiqr 
In thb Instance tnpenedes hit cantloo, aad that at the sight «f 
bis brother in chrcntnstances so affecUng> he becomes at eaee hr* 
attetitiYe to himidf and the command of ApoUo. 

• VOL. II* 35 
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. Whom ansNver'd warlike Hector.nought appall'dL 
Hope not, PdidBs! such a cMW m bic ^ 
As words may scare. Myself have also words 
At my oonnnatid, aeme and aliarp as tlttoe. 
I know thy force supcriour ; hmH my spear 
Is alao kceot and whether, though enforc'd 
By a less vigorous arm, k may not yet 
Hay even thee, the gods must now decide. 

He aakl, and hnil^ hia spear; wlndi, ere k lenMI 
The ^orious chief Achilles, with a breath 
Minerfa wafted la a backward couras 
Succes^ss, and it fell at Hector's feet. 
Then, hot Ibr vei^^eanee, wkh a dreadfbl shoot 
Achilles fiew to smke him y but, with eaaa^ 
(What cannot power divkie ?) iiim wrapt anmni 
Whli Uddeieat gloom ApoOo anateh^d awi^r* 
Thrice swift AchiUes sprang to the assault 
ImpetaoHs, thnoe the pkchy ckMtd he smote. 
And at his fourth assault, godlike in act 
And terrible-hi utiefaftce, thna exolahnVL 

Dog ! thou art safe, and hast escap'd again ; 
Bttt naraawljr, aadby tiie aid onee mora 
Of Phflebus, without prLv ioub suit to whom 
Thoo vantot'st arrtr where the javelin sings» 
But when we next enoounter, then expect. 
If I have haply too some inend above. 
To dose thy proud career. Mean-time I seek 
Aiiother foe and reach even whom I may. 

So saying, be pierc'd Ac neck of Dr) ops dirough. 
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And at his Jfoet he fell. Uim there he Mt^ 
And torniiK on Ike vabiat wiior huge, 
Philetor's son, Demuchus, in the knee 
Pim'd* andideUiii'd him by the plai^ 
Till with his sword he smote hini, ^nd he died. 
l<aogoQuft and I>aidMiiift he next 
Assaulted, sons of Bias ; to the ground 
I>ismouDting both, cne with hi» spear he alcw^ 
The other with his frnkluon at a btow. 
Tros too, AUstor's son — He suppliant cla&p'4 
AofaiUes' knees» andiar his pity sued* 
Pleading equality X3{ years, in hope . 
That he would apare» and aend bim ttmet alivc^. 
Ah dreamer] ignors^t how mudi in vain 
That suit iie nrgU; ibr notof nuHcy nuad^ 
■Or placable in temper was the chief 
To whom he sued, but iieiy. With both handa 
His knees he clasp'd importunate, and he 
Fast by the liver gash'd him with hjm Mworf^ 
Bis fiver falling forth, with sable blood 
His bosom hll'd, and darkness veil'd his eyesip • 
Then, drawing dose to MuUus, in his w 
He set the pointed brass, and at a thrust 
Sent it, next noniettt, through his ear beyond^ 
Then, through the forehead of Agcnor's son 
Echechius, lus huge*h^fted blade he drove, 
And death and frte for ever veil'd his eyes. 
Kext, where tine tendpns.of the elbow meet, 
Striking Deucalion, through his wrist he urg'd 
The brazen point ; he sdi deiencekss stood. 
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Expecting death; down came AchiUes' blade 
Full on his nedk ; awa? went head and casque 
Together ; from hb spine the marrow sprang. 
And at his kngdi outstretched he preaa'd the pfadn. 
From hini to Rhigmus, Pireus' noble son, 
lie flew, a wanior from the fiekia of Tbraoe/ 
Him through his loins he pierc'd, and with the beam 
Fix'd in his bowete, to the earth he feU ; 
Then piercing, as he tumM to flight, the spine 
Of Aieithoiis his charioteer. 
He dmist him down ; back flfcw the ft^^ited sibeds. 
As a devouring hre witliin the glens 
Of some drjr iMxuilriii nnpages i^nt trees. 
While, blown around, tlie flames roU to all sides, 
So^ on all aides, tremendous as a god, 
Achilles drove the death-devoted host 
Of Ilium, and the champaigne ran with blood. 
As when the peasant his yok'd steers emplqjrs 
To tread his barley, the broad-fronted pair 
VTiih ponderous hoofs soon trkuiate die grain, 
So, bearing terrible Achilles on. 
His coursers stamped together, as they pass'd, 
The bodies and the bucklers of the slain ; 
. 3lood ^tter'd aU his axle, and wOt Mood 
From the horse- hoofs and from the fellied wheeb 
Hia chpriot reddened, while himself, athirst 
For glory, his unconquerable handf 
Defii'd with mingled carnage, sweat and dust. 

•The father of Rhigmus was tiihcr ibe Pireus blaiii i{i the 
fQUrth book, or another ot bi« namc-r-V. 
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ARQUMENT OF THE TWENTY-PIRST BOOK. 
A^elUUei tamnc Kpazited the Trqjaoi, and drifen one put of them to the aitj and tfae otfaer i»- 



Tbe nrtx oreiflowing hi* bank* with purpose to orerwhelm him, u nppoacd by Vulcan, and 
jtedly tdinqaMhei the attenpt. TbebHrierfttegioda ca i Hca . ApoUo^ ia tefixmof Actoor, 



BOOK XXI. 

« 

But when tbey came, aft length, where Xanthiis winds 

His stream vortiginous from Jove deriv'd, 
There, scattering their divided host, he drove 
Part through the plain to Troy, what way the Greeks 
Had scarce escap'd, so hitely, the pursuit 
Of furious Hector* In the self-same track. 
The Trojan host, now, pour'd (hcmselvcs along 
Not less confus'd ; wfa<gn Juno to retard 
Cast thickest night before them.^ Other part 

^ Madame Dtcier trndersiands this darkness to be caused by 
JvDO the preaemtMNi of the Trojans, which, considBring her 
fappiacaMe liatred of them, seems a very improbable loterpreta- 
tien. Eustathius, more justly in the opinion of Clarke^ who ob- 
serves that the verb ifwn in Homer's u&e of it always signifies (o 
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Piu^'ddown the sides of Xanthus, headlong plong'd 

With dashing sound into his diszy stream. 

And all his banks reecho'd loud the roar. 

They, struggling, shriek'd in silver edctai whirtU 

As when, by violence of fire expcli'd, 

Locusts uplifted on the wing escape 

To some broad river, swift the sadden bisie 

Pursues them ; they, astonish'd, strew the flood ; 

So, by Achilles driven, a mlng^ dnong 

Of horses and of warriors overspread 

Xanthus, and glutted ail bis sounding course* 

He, chief of heroes, leaving on the bank 

His spear against a tamarisk reclin'd* 

Plunged like a god, with fiMdohioa arm'd alone, 

Bui fiU'd with thoughts of havock. On all sides 

Down came his edg»; groans 'foUow'd dread to hear 

Of warriors smitten by the sword, and all 

The waters redden'd, as they ran, with blood. 

As smaller fishes, flying the pursuit 

Of some huge dolphin,, terrified, the creeks 

And secret hollows of a haven fill, 

For none of all that ht can seize he spares, 

So lurk'd the trcm!)ling Trojans in the caves 

Of Xanthus' awful flood.' But he (his hands 

imfiedcy gives a contrary explanation of the passage, affirming that 
the goddeas tbua darkened the air that the Trojans seeing amlii- 
tinctly might fall into the river.^— C. 

^ A proof that he had clear'd the plain completelj and left not 
aa enemy behind him. 

' Xepione i» faUed to hsYO erowned the dolphin king oT the 
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Wesried at kngth wiA abughter) ftm die rat 
Twelve youths selected whom to death he doom'dy 
In vengeance for his lov*d PMrodus skdii. 
Them stupified with dread like fawns he drove 
Forth from the river, manacHng their huA 
Behind them hsi with their own tunic-strings. 
And gave tbem to Us wanior train kk cfaaige. 

Then, ardent still for blood, he flew again 
To slaughter, and Dardankn Priam'a son 
Lycaon met, eseqmig from dw stroam^ 
Him erst, 8ur[»is'd in Priam's field by night, 
lie had led captive theneew Lycaon cut 
The green wild fig for chariot-rings, when lo, 
Disaster unforeseen ! Adulks 
He seiz'd and sent him in a ship afiur 
To-Lemnos; diere the son of Jason paid 

Hib price, and, at great cost, Eetion 
The guest of Jason, thence redeeming hinr. 
Sent him to fair Arisba ; but he 'scap'd 
Thence also, and regained his fiither's house/ 
Eleven days, at Ms letum, he gav<e 

« 

ftshet to recompenie of faU mrrices io dhcoveribg to him iht tiA^ 
ing>pltce of Amphitrite.^-^piuH kk his Halieutica I 2. r^. 
in lines of which the following are a translation, speaka of It tbitt* 

The dolphin rules the deep, surpassing iar 
All fishes else in beauty, force, und speed, 
For, as a dart the air, clearca he the flood. — B« 

« Arisba wm» according to tJ»D Schoiiast, a city of Thiace and 
near to the Uellespont, but according to Eustathtnta city of Troaa 
inhahited bj a cotof from Mftjrlene;— B. tc C. 
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To fecTMtkm joy«M with hn firi^^ 

And on tJie twelfth Fate cast him yet again » 

Into Achillea' handsy who to the shades 

Now doom'd fami, howsoever loadi to go. 

Soon as Achilles him saw naked there, 

With ndther hetmet, spear, nor shidd, dl which 

Emerging he had cast away, fatigued 

Till his knees £ui'd with toil to reach the land, 

Indigiuuifc to faia in^hty adf he said. 

Gods ! I behold a nuracle I Ere long 
The valiant Trojans whom myself have shun 
ShaU rise from Erebus ; for he is here, 
The self-same warrior whom i lately sold 
AtLemnos, free, and in the field again. 
The hoary deep is prison strong enough 
For most, but not fiv him. Now shall he taste 
The point of this my spear, that I may learn 
By sure experience, whether hell itself 
That holds the strongest ftst, can also him, 
Or whether he shall even thence escape. 

While thus he mus'd, o'erwhehn'd with dire disouy 
The yoa^ approach'd in haste to clasp hb knees, 
* For vehement he felt the dread of death 
Woricing widiin him ; with his Pelian ash 
Uplifted high mean-time Achilles stood 
Ardent to smite him s he with body bent 
Ban under it, and to his knees adher'd; 
The weapon, missing him, implanted stood 
Close at hb back ; when, seiasiog with one hand 
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Achilles^ knees, he with the other gnfp'd 
The .dreadful beam^ embokkp'd by defipair, • ' 
And in wing'd aooemasuppliaiit dint began* 
I clasp thy kaecsi Achilleai Ah respect 
And pity me. Behold I I a» m cm 
'Who hath sought refuge even at thy heartbi 
For the first Gieciia faicad I ever «(e 
I ate with thee, and on the very day 
Whea thou didat send ne in yon field surpoa'd 
For sale to sacred Lemnos, far remote, 
And. for my price receiv'd'st an hundred beevea*' 
iioose me, and I shall 3rield Aee now that som 
Thrice told. Alas I this mom is but the twelfth 
Since, after numerons hardships, I arrived 
Once more in Troy, and now my ruthless kH 
Haith given.me into thjr handt again* 
Jove cannot less than hate me, who hath twice 
Made me thy prisoner, and nqr doom wis deith« 
Death in my prime, the day when I was bom 
Son of I.iaothoc' fipom Ato| sprung, 

^ The argument is this. Slay me not) for it were incongniout 
and unseemly that thou who bast heretofore set bcvad before me, 
or in other words, bast furnished me witb tbe meant of ti£^ > 
•houldst now deprive me of it^V. 

Tbe anclenta, before tbe invcntMO of coiBt paid tbe price ot 9 
pQrcbiae in cattle ; wbcnce it caaie to peat tbstt coin bdng cnco 
laveiited* tbej atamped it, In allnuoo to tbe former practiees with 
tbe figure of an ox. Henco too came tbe proyeib— jBfe jrf yjuwrvw 
—He baa an OK on bit tOQgae^*-^ pfoverb applied to tbe tbetprl- 
dan wbo bad accepted wbat we call a retaining fec^ and was cv^ 
aeqoently already engaged^— B. k V. 

▼OIm II. 36 
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from Ahit wMk the Ldegfes obey 
On Sfttmo's batiks iA k>^ ^edesus.* 

His daughter to his bther numerous mve5 
King Primi added, and tiro MI& she bore 

Whose lieads shall both be smitten off by thee.^ I 
. My brother hath idieady died, in fixmt 
Of Dium's infimtry, by thy bright spear. 
The godlike Polydorus ; and like doom 
Shall nMr be inine^ for I despair to escape 
Made by the gods thy captive as before. 
But hear and mark we welL My birth was not 
From the sMae Womb Heetor's, who bpdi dtio * 
Thy valiant friend for clemency renowa'd.* 

Such suppHcatkm the iUustrious son 
Of Priam made, but answer harsh receiv'd. 

Fool 1 speak'st of ransom ? Name it not to mc.^ 
for till my fHehd his irfisenible fate 
AccomplisliM, I was somewhat given to spare. 
And numerous^ whom I seia^ alive, I sold 

* He mentions hit mother on account of her elevated rank and 
condition, and tbt nort eflectnaily to emvince AcIuUm thtt be 
mifhi expect iaige ranaom ier a pritflMf wtaa pHeaiage en 

^ tt leMM not Inprtbiftfe tfiat AcMUes tienfn^ woended l^ol^ 
doruf in the thocking manner deseiilieti in Souk XX. migltt Mk» 
oir bib liefcd en a principle bf compasekm, though no anch dream-' 
iUUcelinieiNlened. Be that m It may, the word jb yih y^r ni da- 
iMiidi tlift trftAflladofi here given It 

* Th/e clemency of Patroclus Is slightly bat very artfully insina- 
atedyind the mention of it is a sort of delicate and indirect exhor» 
tatloli tn Achilles to imiute his friend in the practice of that vir* 
tue^V. 
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But n9w, the Trojans whom go^* 

Ddiv^r 9ies ngne sl^aU death eaci^y 

'Specially of the house of Priam, ncme. 

Die, therdore^.thoi^ my j^iendi"^ VYhy 4i9eo)'stithar4? 

Patrocltis died, a nobkr ;&r tfian than. 

Mark also me, my goodiiness of forin-^ 

A king bcgpt and a goddess boiie ; 

Yet me Fate destines, on some fnture day. 

War's victim, an4 9^ ff^Q^h »or x^opn, or eve, 

By shaft, or spear,. ipyfelf mw^l' also di^* 

He ceaj^^4% wb^re the suppliant kneel'd, be died* 
The spear jr^qmah'd* in ^^vgtir he stretpb'd 
Hb hands abrcpd, when, drawing his keen swoiid;; J 
Achilles, i?itl) a sudden Mroke, .enforc'd . /. 

The whole broad Jblade at once into his neck* 
He prone extended Qn tlic champaigne lay . f 
Bedewing with his 98hl^ blood the glebe» 
Till, by the foot, AdHUes cast him &r . " • 

Into the stre^mt and* a^ ibe AoMfid.doiviV 

• ■ 

* Tb»n u mvch ternUe irqof .19^ i^of fp9ol]asioa> bf'.pkktt 
. AchiUet rtdicnleft the plea of Xjcmo, that be had eatea braa^ ft 
lua tab ieui y . The eeqiielyin rei|itfBt*ef argiineiity tManMes a 
paiiige e{L«cailia»-4». Si. ^. lopsy 

ipse Epicurus obit decurao lumine vitz, 

Qui genus humanum ingenio superavitf et omnes 

Praestinxit, Stellas exonus uti xihcrcus Sol : 

Tu vero dubitabis, ct indignabere obire I C« 

E'en Epicurus shone his hour and set— 

The foremost genius of the world, whose light 

Quench'd all beside, as risen day the stars : 

Ami aUaU thou pause^ and .deem ithard to die i 
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Thus, in wing'd accents, glorying, he exclaim'd. 

There— while the fishes suck thy blood, secure. 
Lie now. Thee never shall thy modier place. 
Weeping the while on thy funereal bed, 
But swift Scamander on his giddy tide 
Shall bear thee to the bosom of the sea. 
There, many a fish ^hali through the cr}'stal fioo4 
Ascending to the rippled 9urfaee, find 
Lycaon's pamper'd flesh delicious fare. 
Thus still to flee be yours, and to pursue 
Hios adll, wkh havock of your host, be ihine, *• 
Till Ilium falL Nor shall this pleasant stream 
Of dunpiing sBvev wbieh ye worship oft 
With victim bulls, and sate with living steeds 
His hipid whirlpools, my revenge avert. • 
But ye shaU die, die tiATibly, m all 
Shall have requited me with just amends 
For my Patroclua, and for other Greeks 
Slain at the ships while I declin'd the war. 

He ceaaVl, and by such bold defiance roua'd 
Tb'^ouble rage, no rest Scamander gave 
To hib ycx'd ib^ugl^t still fraipiog means to turp 
Achillea back, and aaretile towers- of Troy. 
He, shaking his enormous spear, mean-tim^ 
The warlike, aon of Pekgoa aa$aU'^ 
Aaieropasus. Bdegon his lAn, 
Fair Pcriboea, daughter cldest-bom 
Of Acessamepus, embraced beneath 
pis cr) stal floods, to wide-spread Axius, bore, 
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AchiUct him issail'd. Two speais he grasped, 
Emerg'd undaumed fit>m the stream, and stood* 

For Xanthusy angry that, no pity shown, 
AchUles spiead with youthful miriofs abun 
His whole expanse, embolden'd him to stand. 
And now» small distance interpos'dy they fauc^d 
Each other; when Achilles dius began.' 

Who art and whence, who dar'st encounter me ? 
Hapless the sires whose sons my force defy. 

To whom the noble son of Pelcgon. 
Why asks the brave AchiUes whence am I ? 
From rich Poeomals distant Ispd I came 
Chief leader of her valiant sons to Troy i • 
And this day's rosy mom defendi arose 
Since here our host arriv'd.* My proud descent 
I dmw from Axitis ; Axius, fairest stream 
That waters eirU», and Pelegon his son, 
If rumour err not, is my glorious sire. 
Sut we delay ; now, therefore, fight ; hegin. 

So threatened he. Then rais'd Achilles high 
The Pelian ash, and hb two spears at once, 

* The poet designing a conflict between Xanthus and AchiUes, 
derives Asteropaeus from a river-god, that Achilles slaying Aster- 
opaeus and boasting his own origin far superiour, may the more 
irritate his intended antagonist. — V. 

Axitts was a river of Poeooia in Tbrace^B. £c C. 

* TKe chief leader of the PoMoiaiw had been F^riwcbmei^ and 
Ait«rop«i9» while he lived, was ooJj lecond in command ; b«t 
P^chnci having been shun bjr Patroelnsy Asteropaeus noir 
fcIahpsthattide^V. 
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Alike a pradls'd wnmor witfi both haadii 
Asteropaeu8 ImrPd. Achilles* shield 
One struck, but pkrc'd not, blunted by the goldy 
Gift of a god; Se other m it flew 
Graz'd his right elbow ; spjraiig the s^e bipod » 
But»- overflying bim^ the spear in eaith 
Stood planted deep, still hungering for tbs prey. 
Thei^ full at tjbe Poeonian Pdeu»' .sq^ 
Huil'd forth bis weapon widi unsparing fqcce 
But vain ; he struck the sloping riv^r-h^aka 
And mid-lepgtb deep stood ptung'd |h^ « asfcei) kffm 
At onoe with fiiulchion d^iwn Achilles flew 
To smite hiip ; he in v^iUt n»ean-time» fssay'd 
To pluck die rooted weapon from the bsak y 
Thrice with full force he shook the beaip, aAfl ^''^i 
Although rductant, left it; athisibttrtb 
Last eflbrt, bending it he sought to break 
The ashen spear-beam of iEacides, 
But perish'd by his keen edg'd faulchion finit ; 
For on the belly at his navers side 
. He smote him ; to the ground effijs'd fell all 
His bowels, death's dim shadows veiPd his eyes. 
Achilles ardent on his bosom fix*d 
His loot, despc^'dhim, and exuldiig cried. 

Lie there ; the mightiest who from rivers spring " 
Quell not with ease the mightier sons of love. 
Thou thy descent from Axius mad^st tiiy baast. 
But Jove himself I boast the source of mine. 
My fether, sovereign of the numerooa race 
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The Myrmidoiis, b Fekiis. IMem sprang 

FrcJm iEacus, and ililacus, from Jove. , 
And fiff as Jove aU mmy ao&rall 
« FitMn rivers sprung, the sons of Jove exceed* 
A spacious river now b at thy side, 
Andt if he can, let him assbt thee^No*^ 
He may not fight against Saturnian Jove. 
Therefore, not kingly Achelotiis,' 
Nor yet the strength of Ocean's vast profeimdy 
Although from him all rivers and all seas, 
All foumains and ifk weUs proceed,^ may boast 
Comparison with Jove, but even he 
Astonish'd trembles at hb fiery bolt. 
And his dread thunders tattling in the sky* 

^ Acheloiis runs through Acarnania and Dodona and is said t* 
be the largest river of Greece. Hercules on his journey to the 
mouth of Tartarus, whither he was going that he might bind Cer* 
berus, became the guest of Mcleager son of Gene us, whose sister 
DeYanira he engaged to marry. On his return therefore from 
. hell he hasted to the house of Oeneus for that purpose. There, 
learning that Achelous made pretensions to his intended bride, 
he fought him, and his rival assuming the form of a bull, tore off* 
one of his horns and carried away the virgin in dispute between 
them. Achelous baring obtained from Amalthea, daughter of 
OccuMis, another honi} gtfe k to Uercutoi and received fait own 
again^B. 8c V. 

^ EQUatliias) lb his ^rafaee to tbo llMf aUmfiag tothb pat>- 
eagty aaya— ^ It was an ancient opmion that all fiMntiiiiSy weU% 
and rivara ar« firam the acean. Fram Homer likewise proceeds) 
ifnotaUwladoin» atkartanaboadaak alresmof iii^ Fdr no oi* 
lioiia and laborious inquirery cither into antiquity, or natnie» or 
aumneriyoreTen the ordinary concerns of lifef ever passed tlie 
tent of Qoner saiaviMdy or it iihteliresbed.''-*-C. 
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He said, and fiom the bank dmv ftfth Imspomr^ 

But him he left extended on the sands ^ 

And dash'd by the clear wave, a hntfikta cflfw. 

Where eels and fishes, busy with his plump 

WeU-coverkI sides, lasp'dallUie fleab awyj- 

Poconia'b horseman band he next assaiPd, 

Who, seeing by the sword and forocful ana 

or Pekus' son their leader skin, beside 

The eddy-whirling river Aed dispersed* 

Therulochus and Mydon then he skw^ 

Thrasiusy Astypylus and OphelesteSf 

iEnius and Mnesos; nor had these aufic'd 

Achilles, but Po&onians more had fidkn. 

Had not the angry river inm within 

His circling gulls la semlDlance of a man 

Cali'd to him, interruptikig thus his rage* 

Oh both in courage and injurious deeds 
Unmatched, Achilles I whom the gods theoMelvcs 
Cease not to aid, if Satum*s son have domn'd 
All Ilium's race to perish by thine arm. 
Expel them, first, fiom nc^ and oo the phin 
Act that exploit ; for, cumber'd as I am 
With bodies, I can pour my pleasant stream 
No longer down into the sacred deep ; 
Alas! what deaths are here ! BatOdesist 
Dread chief ! Amazement fills me at thy deeds. 

To whoDx Achilles, matchless ia the race. 
River divine ! hereafter be it so. 
But not from slaughter of this faithless host 
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Cease I, till I shall shut them fast ia Troy 

And trial make qf Heetor, if In arm 

la i>ingk light shall strongest prove, or mine. 

He aaid, and with a godlike Ibroe agun 
Assail'd the Trojans ; then the circling flood 
To PhG&bus thua his kMid complaiiit addresa'd* 

God of die ailfer ixm and son of loire ! 
Thou Uttk heed's! thy sovereign sire's commandt 
Who charged thee m moat earnest terms to aid 
The Trojans, till, the sun declining, night 
With shadows dhn aimidd vda the IraiEial 

He ended, and Achilles at the word 
Hung'd from the bank into the middle atieam. 
Then, turbulent, the river all his tide 
Stkr'd from the bottom, landward heaving off 
The numerous bodies by Adiiles slain 
That choak'd his current ; tbemt as with the roar 
Of bulls, he cast aground, but deep wiAin 
His oozy gulls the living safe conceal'd* 
Tremendoua all around AduDea stood 
The curling wave, then^ Ming on his shield 

' TbsprecaptbereaUttdedtAbjrScaanaadef caahsidlf bethat 
which Apollo received from Jove in the eleventh boohi bj which 
Hector was Ibihidden to engage In battle till AgaaBenmon being 
wounded sbeoU ledrcs with an anafaaee that then night only 
should put an end to bh victoriet ; for that prombe has been al- 
ready perferaied* I recollect no other of the hind. The Schol- 
iast refers us to the speech of Juinter to Neptune la the beginning 
of book XX^V. but to little purpose » neither Apollo nor any 
sucli command are m^itioned there. May we venture to pro- 
nounce it an oversight ? 

VOL. I^ Z7 
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Daah'd him, nor fomnA his footsteps wliere to rest* 

An elm of massy tnmk he seiz*d and branch 
Luxurimty but it fell torn from the root 
And drew the wiiole bank after it; immm*d 
It damm'd the current with its ample boughs^ 
And joi&M as with a bridge the diatait Aoiea 
Up sprang ActiHles from the gulf and tuiti^ 
His foety now wing'd for flight, into the plain 
Astoiuahni^ tac die god, not ao appeaa'dy 
Arose against him with a darker curl, 
' That he might quell imn and deliver Troy. 
Back flew Adiffles widi a bonnd, the kaigdi 
Of a spear's cast, for such a spring he own'd 
As bears the black-pkrai'd eagle on her ptey 
Strongest aiul swiftest of tlie fowls of air. 
Like her he sprang, and dreadfiil on his cheat 
Clang'd his bright armour^ Then, widi course oblique 
He fled his flerce pursuer, but the flood, 
tly where he might, came diunderuig in hia rear* 
As when the peasant with his spade u rill 
Conducts Iram some pure ff^^'y^nin through hia gnve 
Or garden, clearing the distracted course, 
The pebbles, as it runs, aU ring beneath, 
And» as the akipe stitt deepens, awtfter still 
ft runs, and, murmuring, outstrips the guide, 
So him, though swift, the river always reach'd 
Stillswifters win can oope widi power dWkK? 
Oft as Achilles, facing round, essay 'd 
Resistance, and to leam if ail the ff^ds 
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AfiiEe mriM after bittt looftdKilood, 

love's o&pring, lav'd his shoulders. Upward then 
He sprang diatittiiCd» lint with a aiddong awoep 
The current ur^ *d his legs aslant, and stale 
The soil so lately aiid from beneath* 
Then, looking Id 4ie skies, aloiBid he niDwn'4.* 

Eternal sire ! how slow are all the gods 
To saiEie ase firom this advcfae flood, from whicb 
OncesavM, I would dedine no death beside! 
Yet blame I none of all the powers of heaven 
As Thetis; she with falsfhond aooth'd my aoiil} 
She promis'd me by Phoebus' rapid shafts 
An hastier death beneath tl^ wails of Troy.' 
I would that Hector, noblcat ef hb nwe, 

* Neither Pindar, as the Scholnst obaenrea, nor ArchHochnt 
hid the couage to lepfcient Hcraolee ceoMidhif irith a fi««r |s 
JifM natorsl form, sbd therefore chaoged it into that of a bulL Xt 
deicribe a conflict'between his hero and a river nntramfiimie^ 
«as a taak to winch Homer only had proportioiiable powers. 
Coiwciom of thofepowersy he earned Ip4he e8taipai%iuidfirill 
AO fear of fi^re^V. 

A quettioo has been started by the cridcs—lf the flood was of 
sodi depHi m the ptoin as to reach the sheiddefs ef AeMDes^ what 
became qf the other Grecians, ndiher ao tall as he, nor so aUe t« 
con^t with it ?^V. The Scholiast answers it well enougii by 
obserring that ^wt and fiction are not bound bj the same law <^ 
strict consistency, and that a latitndo In tht respect ia allawed to m 
poet which in an historian would be insnHbrable. Xantfana ought 
aa well threaten to drown Achilles and yet spare the other Gre* 
elans, aa Vnlean might scorch np the fleo^ and yet spare AehiHee 
who was snrronnded by it. 

' She bad therefore disguised the truth, had told hlra that be 
should die at Troy, and that his death should be sudden^ but bad 
not told him that he should die by the dart of Paris. 
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Had slain me, then should I have bravely ialkn 
And a bnm man had atripp^ no of vqr mm. 

But Fate now dooms me to a death abhorred 

Drown'd in wet weather while he fsrds a brook. 

Soapakc AcMUes; then, in human iorm, 
Neptune and MIm to liis aide appraoehU. 
Each seiz'd his hand con&rroiog him, and thus 
The mighty diakcrcf Ae diorai bcfanu 

Fear not, Pelides ! thou hast nought to £tar. 
In is behold, in I^Uaa and ia-me. 
Effectual aids, and with consent of Jove ; 
No river's vktim thee the Fates onUn, 
And soon this river shalt thou see bubducd. • 
We give thee counsel; hear it, and obej. 
AHow no respite to tby vengeful am. 
Till evexy Trojan, (all who &haU esca^ie 
.Thy fury) widun Ilium's lofty waUs 
Be fast enclosed. Then, Hector sfauo, return 
Triumphant, for we make that g^ory diine. 

So spake tliey both, then join'd die gods again* 
He, animated by the Toice divine. 
Now mov'd toward the champaigne, cover'd ail 
By that vasft overflow, on wliioh the ahklds 
And bodies swam of many slain in fight. 
Be kap'd, he waded, and the cunnent stemm'd 
Right onward, by the flood in vab oppos'd, 
With such miglit IPallas filled him. Nor his rage 
Scamander aught repressed, but still the moce 
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Incens'd against AchiHes, curPd aloft 
His waters, and on SinuMs cali'd aloud. 

If I alone not, cumlMd at least 
Quell we this chief, my brother ! he shall else 
Soon Isj the Iq% Mran of Prian knr. 
Whose host, appaU'd, defend them now no more. 
Haste— succour Thy channel fill with streams 
From all ti^ fbmitalnB ; call diy tomnts down ; 
Lift high the waters ; mingle trees and itoiiea 
With upfoar wild» that tbe enormoas feroe 
Of this man now triumphant and who aims 
To match the gods in might, may be subdued* 
But vain shall be liis stimigrdi^ Ina bean^ oooglt 

Sliali profit him or liis resplendent arms, 

m 

For I will bury them an slime and oocc. 
And I win overwhelm himadf wMi soB, 

Sands heaping o'er him and around him sands 
Infinite, that no Grdefc shaU find his bonea 
For ever, in my bottom deep immers'd. 
There shall hia tomb be pil'dt nor other earth. 
At hb laat rilea, UafidcndsahaUneedlbrfani. 
' He said, and lifting high his angry tide 
Vortig^uious, agsinst AcfaiUea huil'd, • 
Roiuring, the tern, the bodies, and die.blood 
Then all his sabk waves divine again 
Aocumidating^ bore him swift along. 
Shriek 'd Juno at that sight through terrour, lest 
Achilles in the whirling deluge sunk 
Should pcriflb) and to Volcaii qiuok exdaim'd. 
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VulcaD, my son, arise ; for we account 
Xanthus well abk to confeeod witi» tbec. 
Give instant suocour : show Ibrth all thy fim. 
Myself will ha&te to call the rapid Booth 
And Zephyrua, mA finm die an wiU faring 
Wild winds, which shall consume both anns and dead 
With hMcoua oonflafration* Buraaloog 
The banka-of XaDdMi8» fire hia trqea and Mm 
Seize also, him by no specious guik 
Of fiattery aooih Uicc^ or fa^ dbtats ^^nl^ 

Nor slack thy furious fires till vviili a shqut 

I gLifc cqmiBand, then bid them oeaae to blase. 
Sheapake, and Vulcan at her wofd 1»b iirea 

Shot dreadful forth i first, kindling oa the field* 
'He bum'd the niHBcroiia bodies aticw'd around 

Slain by Achilles ; arid grew the earth 
And the flood ceas'd. As when a sprightly breese 
Autumnal blonriag irora the north, at once 
Dries the new-watcr'd garden, gladdening him 
Who tills the aoil, ao waa the charapugne dried.* 
The dead consum'd, against the river, next. 
He tum'd the fierceness of his glittering fires.* 
WiUowa and tamarisks and elma he born^d, 
Bum'd lotus, rushes, reeds ; all plants and herba 
That ciodi'd profiiae the wmr^ of hisfiood. 
His eels and fishes agonizing, these 

• The reason given in the Scholium is, that the surface being 
hardened by the wind the moisture remains unextuUed from be- 
neath, and has time to saturate the roou — >V. 
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In gulls below, those tumbling in the streanii 
All languiflh'd while the of Ae dues 
Breath'd on them ; even Xanthus lost, hunsdf, 
AH Ibroe, and, suppliant, Vakan dros addms'd. 

Oh Vulcan ! none in heaven itself tasty cope 
With Ace. I yieid to thjr oohmuniiig fires. 
Cease, cease. I reck not if Achilles drive 
Her citizens, diis moment, forth from Tiof , 
For what are war and war's concerns to me ? 

So spake he, scorch'd, and all his waters boil'd. 
As some huge eauidi^ hisses, urg^ by force 
Of circling fires and fiU'd with melted krd. 
The imctttoos fioid oveifmbbling" streams 
On all sides, while the dry wood flames beneath, 
So Xanthus bubbled and his pleasant flood 
Hiss'd in the fire ; nor could he longer flow 
But checked his cumit, with hot steams annoy'd 
Bjr Vulcan raisU His supplication, then, ' 
Importunate to Juno thus he tum'd. 

Ah Jtmo ! why assaihi thy son my streams. 
Hostile to me akuie ? Of all who aid 
The Trojan nee least culpable am I, 
Yet even I desist if thou command ; 
And let thy son eeaae also; fori swear 
That never will I fix)m the Trojans turn 
Their evil day, not even when die host 
Of Greece shall set all Ilium in a blaze. 
He said, and, at his oath relenting, thus^ 
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• To her oim njiprlng Viik» Juio ifAe* 

Peace, (glorious son ! we may not Hi behllf 
Of nuHiai msok thus looger vex a gqd* 

Then VuIm hb tw m m d o w fim ic|ifeitf d. 
And down into his gulfy channel rush'd 
TberalHcotlkMMl; iv, XMhits ooee mbdued, 
Juno ei^oiii'd, though angry, peaoetohotfii 

But contest vehement the other gods 
Now fvng'di each bvcitfhuig diaooid; loud th^ niaVd 

And fierce to battle, while the boundkbb earth 
Qiiak'd tmder tbeaip and, att arouadt Ihe henTca^ 
Sai^ them t€^;ether mdi a trumpet^ vdoc* 
Jove listening, on the Olympian summit sat 
Wett-pkaa'd, and, laughmKinhiaheMtliDr jojr. 

Beheld the powus of heaven for strife prepared. 

Not ioog aloof they stood. Shieldppirrcing Mais 
Arm*d with hia braicn spear, began the fight 
AssaUing Pallas, whom he thus reproach'd. 

Waspi fioac of imiNidcnoe, and past all botmla 
Audacious ! Why impelkst thou the gods 
To fight F Thy own proud spirit is the cause. 
Remember*st not, how, uiig'd by thee, ifaa son 
Of Tydeus wounded me, and thou didst guide 
Thyself the nuUant spear that tore me ? Now^ 
Now pay for all thy malice shown to me. 

So saying, at once her tasseli'd siiicid he smote 
Terrific, proof i^^aiost the bdta of Jove ; 

* It ia evident that Homer wis ecquuntcd with the trumpet 
though he has not uicd h in hii hsntok—B, fc V. 
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That AMA gpnr twwidi Jito 

But she, retiring, wkh strong grasp \i[4iitv*4 

' A laDd-nMkiteVl bf IM of aoBMifc tinM^ 

Which hiuiuig'flit the aeck of storay Mars 

He overspiieadi his ringlets in the dust 

Polluted ]iqr» Mid tedftil nng lui arm. 

The goddess laugh'd, and thus in acoentB wing'd 

With exttluftiani as he Jqr» eudaiaiW 
Fool ! Art thou still to learn how 

Surpasses tbioe, aod dar'st thou cope with me ? 

Nov feel the ibiktt of ihf moiher's be 

. Who hates thee for thy treachery to the Gceeks^ 
And for thy aooeiNir given to UAkes Trajr* 

She said, aiid tum'd from Mars her glorious eyes* 
But Um deq>rgpmong and hb torpid poven 
Recoveiing slow^ Venus conducted thence 
Daugbicr of Jove$ whom aoon aa Jooo mari^'d, 
b accents wing'd to Pallas thus she spake. 

Daugblar invineiUe of g|or|oys Jove 1 
Haste — follow her*— Ah ahattekaa t how she leads 

* Both ilie aUegory and the interpretation of it are here lo plain 
tfiat they obtrude tbemsel^s ott the mind of the moM inattentive 

reader. Minerva conquers Mars on purpose to teach us that it is 
our wisdom to abstain from war. We boast ourselves the people 
of an enlij^htened age, and it is a notable proof of it that all Europe 
is tliis day in flames. With all our pretensions to superiour illu- 
mination, we furnish by our conduct cause enough to question, 
wheiiier Homer had not, in his distant day^ far juBter notions of the 
true intercsu of mankind than we. 
IrOL. II. 36 
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GoK-taioted Mars through all the host of heaveOi • - ' 

So she, wim Mlw wMi Mig^ 
Andy swiftly seeking \'cnus, on the breast 
With such tece smoic tte o£ eenae bm^ 
The fainting goddess fell. There Venus lay 
And czttodod <m db frukfiil gkbe^ ' 
And in whig*d accents PidfaB tlm eacWn^ - 

I would that ali who aa the part of Tioy ' 
Opposa m figlit Adnna'a wtOkA aoiia, 
Were firm and bold as Venus in defence 
Of Man, for whom she dar^ my powardfl^^! 
So had dissension (Ihuni overthrown 
And deaolated) caa^d kas aaofi id hjim tu L i 

So Piiilas, and approving Juno smiled. 
Xhen this fn^ p »f ^ i fi^^^ ahorat 
Thus to Apollo. Phoebus ! wherefore stand 
ffe thus aloof ? Since otiiBra have bq;iin, 
Begn wo abo s ahanic it were to bolk 
Should we without a coxites seek again - 
Olympus and the baaafrMte faaH of Jam 
Begin, for thou art younger ; me, whose years. 
Alike and loiowladgfc ^dno suipaas 80 ftr. 
It suits not. Oh stupidity ! how ^ross 

In diy remembrance ol our nmnerous wrongs 
Sustain'd at Dium, when, of all die gods 
Oorsehhes akme, by Jove's commandment, serv'd - 
For stipulated hire^ a year complete. 
Our taak-master the prood Laomedon? 
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Alysetf a biilmrk'diCfi^ wide, seciuie 

Against imwilt, and l^4 i mi l M os itKxig 

Built for the Trojans, aod tbine office was 

To feed ibr Jong f iWMn^iinn his bdRds 

Among ihe groves of Ida many-val'd# 

But when die gUbonifc hoim the umh teaugbt 

Of payment, then the unjufl king of Troy 

Oismiis'd onr iidiole lomd an^ 

"By violenoe, «nd added tlveata beside. 

f-ftf^ dureateik'd thsc to y^ M| liaod ^ ipd f€OCy 

In aomef flrilhlBiH Mie, aftdte^aff 

The ears of both ; we, tharefiue, hasted thence . 

Aicagiw uu Of oiir franiwB JMB aanmo* 

Aid'st thou for this the Tcq}ans 2 Can'st thou le^ 

TliBnaeek, widt na, to iiJUeiaJuala the wfaete. 

Perfidious race, wives, children, Innbands, all ? 

To whom dbe.kuig of ladamt akifta lapMad. 
Ah Neptune ! thou would^st hardly deem me wise 
Engaged in fight, oo aaaa'a aooQnalp with tkae ; 

wnevciieo raoe : wno^ vm-wu iraiia oi eartn, 
Now thrive and flouxiah nuddy as the leaves. 
Now sapless ML Here, thaadbae, na batman 
IjcX dSl strife cease, far better left to them. 



Heand, aidwiaardm toltfbhiahaiid 

Against his sire's own brother, ^ura^d away, 
But him Diana segent of the woods, 

^is huntress sister, sharply thus reprov'd. 

Fly'at thou, ApoUo 1 and to Neptune yield'at 
An unearned victory, the prize gf &nie 
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Bettgoiof pstient MM w diipifee I 

Fool ! wherefore bearest thou the hmt in van? 
Ab, kt me nevor ia my fitther'scoiictg 
Such vamniiig^ bttr el Mnr again, AttHm 
Would'st dare confront the ocean's king in arma^ 

So8he» to wboai Apolte nooglir ffcpliaL 
But thus the consort of tHe Thunderer, ftr^ 
With wrath» lepvov'd the arcbtress of hesveoi 

Ah, voidaTebuntl 1mm *s^*tmlo apgfif^ 
My pleasure? Huatresa a» thou art, the. task 

Tonatchmy for«fr#M4iflMieto#Mu 

Is it, because by ordinance of Jove 
Thou art a iioQe» to woaunknd, 
Kaiiagtfawiat cl i MCil u u f* Butb awan^ « .. 
Far easier is. it, on the mountain-heights 
To shy wikk beaatai^ and oiwe the mmg IM^ 
Than to torffct wiiii ni i g fc lki than uui ee fcu Bi> 
But, ^faott ivWia letiQa on that theaoe, 
Approath-^Tteii wotm-^bth team how ftr toy feaae 
Surpasses thine, since thou would*st cope with me* 

She aaidi Mi wUllNr teft4iaiid eciaiag bslii 
Diana's wrists, snatched suiidenly the bow 
Suspended ott her shoulder with the light, 

AnO, CUHMHg, maw Mr WNR'K OR WW cwl»^ 

She, writhing oft and struggling, to the ground 
Shook forth her rapid ahafte, then, weapkig, Mr 

' Diana, accordinj* to Chrysippus, is said to liavc an option in 
the case and to kill or save as she pleases, because birihs at the 
full iiiuoii were observed to be eas^, but di^cult and 49UD^erou;i at 
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As to her cavern in some hollow rock 
The dove, nol destin'd to hb takoaa, ^ies 
The handt^piifiait, and left her annft bdrind. 

Then, messKBger of heav'n, the Argicide 
Addregs'd Latoia Combol none wkfa Are, 
Latona, will I wage. Unsafe it were 
To cope kk battle witk a spouse of Jove* 
Go, thmlta, loMy muStna ^i, procknm 
To an ^ gods- that thott hast vanquished me.' 
Cottectb^, ihca^ ham and anrowsMeB 
In wild diaanleron the dusty plain, 
I jMfmuk with the narnrd cfaanre withdrew 
Following her teghter; ifae, arming soon 
Within the palace of Olympian Jove, 
Sat weeping oft Ma kneea till all her robe 
AmfaroM ahotk. Themghty iMfaeraiinl'd» 
And to his bosom straining her, inquir'd. 

Myefaid! wlmt power dmnehadidar^aflkt 
Thee thus, as guilty of some open wrong ? 

To whom the cicar^voie^d htmtresa cfeioent.cwwm.HL 
My fiither ! Jnno, thy own spouse hath eaua'd 
My sorrow— >^the iacendiaiy of heaven* . j 

* Homer ascribei to Aferciirf » cfaaracMBr JUManiftMA than to 

•By other of his deides. He delights to conmfe funiliarly with 

man : He is the author of all useful invc^ntioos ^ the insplrcr of 
eloquence and agreeable discourse ; whatsoever pleases in Ian- 
guagC) manners, or address is his gift ; if he visits earth, it is al- 
ways for some benevolent purpose ; and here, in perfect consist- 
^ce with ihc dispuhiiion imputed to him on other occasions, he is 
represented c^s peacefi^i iiJicwisc, aD|l an enemy only to contention* 



103 



ILIAD XXt «9jU«6tt. 



Sttcb was their nmtiud c o nfeien ce* Mean«tud& 

Apoho iuio sacred Troy rcturn'd \r 
Miodfui to guild her bulwarks^ lest the Gfoeks 
Too soon for Fate should desolate the town^ i 
The other gods, some angiy, some dale 
Widi victory, the Olympian heights leguD'd, 
And sat beside the Thunderer. But the soa 
Of Pelei]ft-r»He both Trojans sfewmdstBodsi. » 
As when in volumes, slow smbke climbs, the skies t 

From some grfcaii ciQr which, the gods hm fir^ ' 

In vengeance, sorrow thence to many ensues, < 

With misciiid^ end iabortcnis Ivorklo all> 

So caus'd Achilles much laborious work 
That day, and mischief to the mcn.oC Troy. 

But anctcDt Priam from a sacred to^i^ 
Stood looking ibnh, whence sofin he notic'd vast 
Achilles, before wteea die Trojans fled 
All courage lost. Descending fnim the tower 
With moumfiil cries and basting to the wril 
HC' thus cnjoin'd the keepers of the gates.^ 

Hoki wkle dw portalv tiU die flying host 
Reenter, for Acliilles is at hand 
And bunts the people home. Now, woe to Troy ! 
But soon as safe^' within the walls received 

■'■••The ■walls aiul towors of Troy are termed sacrcc] hetauso 
built by the .^^och. The arn^y bc-inf^'- now about to enter the gates, 
Priam is the proprr person to manage and give directions neces- 
sary to the safety of the town ; too old for action, lie ia nevcitb^ 
less the king, and quiiUfted in respect of wisdom gained by espe» 
rieace to taggest what may be most eirpedient^—V. 
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They, bceathe a^paio, ahut fast the ponderoas gates ' 
At OQOCy kst that dettniyer also pass* 

He said ; they shooting back the bars, threw wide 
The gates and tav'd the people^ whom ID aid 
Apollo also sprang into the field. 
They, parch'd with drought and whiten'd all with dust 
Flew riglit towasd the towoy while, spear in handi 
Achilles pressed them, vengeance, in his heart 
And aU on fire for gloiy. Then, even then 
Had haughty Ilium fiOlen by the hands 
Of the Achaians, but ApoUo roused 
Antenor's valimt son, the noble chief 
Agenor, whom with dauntless might he filPd, 
And stood himadf beside him in t|ie shade 
Of the broad beech invoh'd in mist, to ward 
The fate that threaten'd him. Agenor, then. 
Seeing the tCfiibJe Acfaittes nigb* 
Stood, but witli many an anxioas thought perplex'd^ 
And thus with iiis heroic heart coo&iT'd. 

Alas ! if following the tumoltoous flight . 
Of these, I shun Achilles, swifter far - * )'vl 

He soon will lop my ignominious bead, i r • 
But if, these leaving to be thus dispersed ■ ; 
Before him, irom the ci^ wall i fly 
Acrois the plain of Troy into the grom 
Of Ida, and in Ida's thickets lurk, 
I may, at evening, to the town return 
Bath'd and refreshed. But whither tend my thoughts ? 
Should he my flight into the plain observe .... . ■ ' • ' 
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And swift pursuing^ seize me, then, £»rewcU 
All hope to 'scape a whwiMc 
For he is strong beyond all stren^ of tauu 
How tken->-*fihali J wUfastand him here bt^m 
The cit]^ ? He hath also ieih to otad 
Pcrviousy witb'in it but a single life, 
And men report him flmtal, howioe'er 
Jove lift him now to glory and renown. 

^ saying, he tucn'd and stood, his daiinflraft heart 
Beating for batde» As the pMitiher spiinga 
To meet the hunter, from her gloomy lair. 
Nor ftars nor shuns by iigjbt the yeili^g hounds^ 
But whether from alar Or nigh at habd 
He pierce her £rst, although tmnafiac^d, the igjbt 
Still tries, and oorabata d cap cw te tilt ahe fill. 
So, brave Aotcoor's son fled not, or shrank 
TiU he had piov'd Achillea, but hia breaat 
Overshadowing with his buckler, and fab spear 
Poising and aiming at him, thus exclaim'd. 

Renown'd AduUeo ! thoo* art high in hope 
Doubtless, that thou shait this day overthron^ 
The ci^ of the glorious soos of Trof » 
Fool ! ye must labour yet ere ahe be won ; 
For numerous are her citizens and bold. 
And we will gund her for our paienls' sake 
Our wives and little ones. But as for thee, 
Bold as thou art and dreadful, hem thou diesL 

He said, end his keen weapon hurl'd amain. 
Nor err'd, but smote his greave beneath the knee. 
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Xiie jgUOfiosg tukp tsM^djMOMl^ «t die flferake 
Trancndocis rang, liM.MIkmfliiMieoqil 

Back £ew the spear, nor pierc'd the guard divine. 
. Then ^ml^JktU^^m^hk^ «i.Id mmOL « 
Godlike Agenor, but ApoUo took 
That glory froia him^ wishing wsapt in clouds 
TbB Trcjan dienif ».4riHii qiln Ik mt wmif. 

Then Phoebus froiSithe chase of Ilium's host 
B3i>iilt,iiiM0»itAcMtoif far the fowl' 
Amming of Agenor, swifllidMi 
Before him, wiLAahilks swi£t pursued. 
Wiiik iHfti l»Mrih 

Along Scamandcr's bank and o'er the plain, 
Nprfiyj^gjbriie&itw batwAhJahchof!^ 
Always beguiling him, tks Trajan host. 
Mean-time, impatient U> itgun the town, 

Tumultuous Ml aidt ilFi.ii|gi dos'd gaits. 

None halted to descry, without the walls. 
Who yet suryjhr'dt or i]«dni^tttfe#di«iit 
But aU wfaon Eight had sav"^ wMi eager baste 
Popr'd throu^ the jNuw^ and orowdsd iolQ Tro^r 
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T-ir. drivm like Inuiled fi»n» into the m 

Their trickling limbs at IdBUie tiiere ihsy cooPd^ 
Andy drinking, slak'd their fiery thirst, reclin'd 
Against the batttements*. Mcai^tiiiie the Gredoi 
Each with his shield abkuit, approached the walls, 
And Hector, by his adverse &te ensnar^d» 
SdD stood exposM before the Scaean gate. 
Then spake Apollo thus to Peleus' son. 

Wherefore, Achilles 1 mortal man ^ysd^ 
Pursu'st thou me immortal ? blind with rage 
Thou know'st not yet, that thou pucsu'st a god» 
Thy Hying foes neglected* thou hast stngr'd 
In vain pursuit of me, till Ilium's gates 
Have dos'd on all her host; yet me of li& 
Shalt ne'er bereave, for I can never die. 

To whom Achilles, swiftest of the swift^ 
Indignant, Oh, of all the powers above 
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to aic mMt advei^ mhir of tbt skki! 

Hkni hMt beguil'd me, ktding me vmv§ 

From Ilium fiu", wkence iatarcq>t^ elae, 

Mo few hid with tfaflir Mb noir cfcock*^ 

Thou hast ^frauded me of great renown, 

Aiidr nfe tl^aelf, hiit imned i&ffii wilb cait. • ' 

Ah— had I power, I would requite thee wet 

So Mqriagt iflcensM he tumM txnmd tfae lorn 

His rapid course, like some vidorioils steed 
That whiriai 9k stretch, a chariol Id the gari« 
So aew AcUUas Ughtly ote die idd» 

Him, fu^t, the ancient kii^ of Troy perceived 
8couriiigAK{)Ufe« r^picodMlaetkeilMr 
Autumnal, of all stars in dead of night 
CoDspidiiails motif «tidiiam'd Oimt% 
Brightest it sbinesi but ominous, and dire 

* But some call U the 4og of Erigone, and account for his rt- 
ceif ing the honours of a coDstcllation thus. Icariui of Atbens had 
cue only daoghtef nartsd Erigoeiy tHhe 1^4 afcwiw Aii^ 
chni arrif iug at her facber** lNSi9» was cmmiasdj|y \im^ wl^ 
in requital, made lum a prcacnt of wine and of a vins'bfiniBh, At 
Ibe tam dltacthegod enjoM hidk btMliMie^MiawSAdSB 
InstnictthertiiRilichiinssserthegmp*. Ms sea tel^ «|S«M 
by hb daegfater^a dog^ and had no aoMier loft '^thaos Ihaa, imioiiy 
tome heidiinci»i he gava iheni wine. They, making tt emacl f O 
too free virii It, M Idfb a prafboild ^rieefi, from wftkb, H lit 
awaking, they judged that Icarius had poisoned them, and theS^ 
fore slew him. The dog icLuniii»|; to Engone, by his howliogl 
uu^^la lier to suspect what had passed, and, her suspicions being 
confirmed, she hanj^ed herself. A plague soon after happening 
Athens, the ciuzcna were commanded by the oracle to pay annual 
honours to Icarius and Erigone, and thenceforth Icarius was called 
Bootes, Erigone, Virgo, and tbd dog, the dog as usual^B. V*. 
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Disease portends Id misecable man ; 
So beam'd AcUllM* MttWf as he fe«r» 
Ltoud wailed the booty king, with lift&d hands 
His tbnpks smote, and attppiuttkm sad 

To his own son preferr'd ; he, fiercely bent 
On oombit with Aehittea, «Mn beft^ 
Xhe portal mov'd not, when his aged sire 
WHh amid oiitstretchM toward him, thos began.' 

Hector, my sMi I Oil, ^fnSt not tflere, alone, 
Yoo dreadfui chief, lest, ail thy friends fcmote, 
Thou peridh, §ot Ms aCfeiigfb sttfpafliSB tfline* 

Would that the gods so valued him as 1 ! 

Scxn then should dogs and vultures with Ids flerii 

Their hunger sate, and all my sorrow cease. 

He hath uncfaiMed Itte of many a aon, 

All valiant youtlis, whom he hath slain or sold 
To distant isles ; nor, searching, can I find 
Lycaon, even now, within the walls, 
Or Potydonis, youi^eat of my sons, 
And children by Laolhoe* the fiuf « 
But if they still in yonder camp survive 
. I will redeem them wkh die gold and brass' 
By noble Altes to his daughter given, 
Lai«e alQR, and still reaerv'd. Or sbmtld tfaey both, 
Ahvady slain, have journey 'd to the shades, 
We, tben» from whom they sprang, have cause to mourn 
And moimi tficm long ; but shorter shall the grief 
Of other Trojans prove, if thee, at least, 
Achilles slay not/ Enter then, my child ! 
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Save young and 6ld« aave all of t^&et tex 

In Ilium ; nor thy future happy years 

Resign but to enhance AcfatUcs' lame. 

Commiserate also thy unhappy sire 

Ere yet distracted ; whom Satumian Jove 

Ordains to perish overwhelmed with woe 

In the extremity of age ; tO see 

Sons slaughter'd) daughters captive^ torn and stiqip^l- 

The matrimonial chamber, in&nts dash'd 

Against the ground in dire hostiii^, 

And matrons draggM by ruthless Gredan hands* 

Me, haply, last of all, shall dogs devour 

In my own vestibule^ when once the q^ear 

Or fimlchion of some Greek hath laid me low# 

The very dogs that sat beside my board. 

My portal-guards,. drinking their master's blood 

To drunkenness, shall wallow in my courts. 

Fair falls the warlike youth in battle slain. 

And when all mangled by the spear he lies 

His death becomes him well ; he rests secure. 

Though ddid, from shame, whatever next befiiDs. 

But when the silver locks and silver beard 

Of an old man slain by the sword« from dogs 

Receive dishonour, of all ills that wait 

Qn miserable mortals, that is worst. 

So spake the ancient king, and his gray hairs 
Pluck'd with both ha i ids ; but Hector firm endur'd. 
On the other side, whh tears that oeasekss iow'd 
Hb mother bar'd^her bosom, to his sight 
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I|er breast di8dos'd» aod, soROwftil, excla^'fL ; 

My Hector! revcrenoe this, and pity itfer -^ v :;}! ';^ 
If ever, drawing forth this breast^ thy griefe , \ 
Of 'mSmcf I aooth'd, oh now, my son! ' ' : 
Acknowledge it, and from within the walls j. ' ' y 
Repulse this adversary } stand not there - ^ 
To cope witfi Atm, for he is savage-fierce, ^ ' ^ 
And should he slay thee, neither I, my child ! 
Who bore thee, m tfa^r ^Qse shaU w ' 
Upon thy body, bot'icniale from us ' • ' ' ' 
DofES shall devour it in the fleet of Greece.' 

So they with pray<b»i0tportun*d, and with teats * 
Their son, but him sway'd not ; unmov'd he stood, 
£zpectiiig vast i^cipj^ ; 
As some huge serpenl m a cave, that feeds 
On bai^^l^dnijgs, and swells with deadliest ire, ^ - 
A traveller approadihig, coils himself . 
Around his den, and hideous looks abroad, - ' 
So HectQiir, fill'd with confidence untamed, ' 
Fled not, but placing his bright shield agidnst 
A buttress with his noble heart conferr'd. > 

Alas for me i jhould I repass the gate, ' ''i- 

• Homer's strict attention to nature, every where observable, is 
worthy of particular notice here, and cannot fail to strike the read- 
er on a comparison of the two speeches of Priam and Hecuba. 
That of the father is pathetic indeed, but less pathetic than the 
mother's. He solicits the affection of his son, she expresses her 
own. He pities himself, she is concerned for Hector only. The 
greater tenderness of the maternal character demanded this. dif« 
f^rcDce, and the ppct wa» too just not to snake it.«-X.- 
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Polydavw ^VWU b0 Um fc9t to be« 

Reproaclie^ on mc ; for he bade me lead 
The Tnjaw btck thb hiit GftamilQU^ ilig^ 

In which AchiUeti rose to arms again^ 

But though fiir moft <iMGi«ii«ii I bad show 

Complymg, Irefiis'd; »odalRerteli 
By that refusal ohtfinatf 
Qfinlf ^hosl, I INr fc0t bravft wl bite, 
Leflt mai^ aiid matron censure me, and 
Hector's self-confidme it cmmtd wiL 
So shall they speak* and then shall I regcet 
That I irtiim'4 fir i bi^ ate ia fight 

Achillea, or that, by Aciiiiici» skin, 
I died not nobly in defime xsf Traf* 
But shall I thus ? Lay down ray bossy shield, 
Put off my helmel, and my jsfcar lecU^* 
Agunst the city mRt tbea go »yifllf 
To meet the brav^ AcbiUca» and at onpe 
IVomise him Bdea, for whmeaake weatiifi^ 
With all wealdi tliat Paris in b^s fleet 
Brought home, to be nesfeor'd to Atvnul* wotm^ 
And to distribute to the Greeks at laigC- 
All hidden treasures of the town, an oadi 
Taking beside from every senator 
That be will nou^t conceal^ but will produce 
And share in just equality what stores 
Soever our fair city still includes 2 
Ah SLvry speculations, quesdons vaio t 
l.may not sue to Urn; he wiK vouchsafe 



ft 

l^o my request nor pt^ nor respect. 

But, seeing me unarm 'd, will sate at once 

His rage, and womanlike I shall be alaku 

It is no time fiom oak or hollow rock 

With him to parky, as a nymph and swain^ 

A nyniph and swain soft paiiey mutual hdld^ 

But rather to engage without delay 

in dreadful fight ; so, soonest shall we learn 

Whom Jove will make victorious, him or me.' 

Thus ponderii^ he stood ; mean-time approach^ 

Achilles terrible as fiery Mars, 

Crest-shaking god, and brandished as he came 

O'er lus right shoulder high the Pdian spear. 

Like lightning, or like flame, or like the sun 

Aacen^g beam'd his armour. At that sight 

Trembled the Trojan chief, nor dar'd expect 

His nearer atep^ .but flying left the gates 

Far distant, and Achilles swift pursued. 

As in the mountains, fleetest fowl of air. 

The hawk darts eager at the dove ; she scuds 

Aslant, he, screaming, springs and springs again 

To sdse her, alt impatient for the prey, 

« 

* Afitlode remarkiag that it is «i argumfmol s abble Mtoisy 
If a mtfi wUl expo&e himflelf to danger and liardship rathtr than 

incur the censure of his fellow-citizens, adduces Hector confront- 
ing Achilles through respect for the opinion of Polydamas as an 
instance of it. — C. 

The repetition follows the original, and the Scholiast is of opin* 
ion that Homer uses it here that he may express more emphatic- 
ally the length to -which such conferencea are apt to proceed*— <• 
Ami tMf irtAvAiy^ «mA«4« ^jCfifwri* 
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So flew AcMlles coMliat IP dpe^bM: 

Of Hector, who widi dreadful h^slie beneath 

The Trojan hvlw^ pM IpiftigiyiiB lk»bi|. 
ttmmg the prospect-moijaiit where high in air 
The wild-fig ^¥ c^^^'c^ aloi^ the K|ii^ 

Declining oevmr mU €f T|9y. 

And now they reach'd the running riv'iets clear^ 

Where frofn &iicM|aii^'»4iiij|y fl^td ^riw 
Two fbentains, tepad omr, fiipm <i anokr 

Issues yjj^i^^NPpu^ as ^ &re» 
The other, even in wmnmrffa$i^ hkt hijl 
For cold, or snow, or water fix*d by frost.* 
Beside thefli lUay ^en the bvq^A cil<Nl(9 
Of marble «coq>'d^ ip xprldcb die wives of Tnf 
And all hef 4a.u^tefs fair were \\ ont to kve 
Their coalijr ffmP9tt wMc ithe land M 
And ere the wailike sons of Orccce arnv'd* 
By these they nm ppc fipc^ngy qi^ in cfiaser 
VaHant was he w|i9 fled,- but va||ant fur 
Beyond li^m he who urg*4 tl^e §wift pur^Mit ; 
Nor w Ihej ji^ » v«J|^ fri^ a ^ei^ 
For saerifice, or for the hi(|c of such, 
- The swift foot-racer's customary meedi 
But for \^ Hecior's li^ they ran. • 

* It srejir to the tf>mb of litis.— V» % 

' The Scamaiider ran down the eaitem side of Idiy sadatHi^ 
iif«|l9il^ |if thw ftsdU 
. {f|li9l|d iifHif r t|i? w^U sad roee 9^ 

flil|if|!b«i»4eKriM» ^tUa tlicm$ from wbi^ Ibaaiaha thtsc 
ntaieti aressid to have praccfBdedv^rV. 
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Am two Btipffdft tft ooiMiiieranL triw AmI itai 

For some tUiistrioiis prize, a tripod bri^l - 
Or beateoos viifh» us teieiri 
So they, dtiice dftlnig PiiMii*«^Qr, Hk- 
Their rapid race. That sight the |;ods surviy'd. 
And thus die airs of gtds and men began.* 

* TIm ipced widi irtaich ^ntBf nn it compaicd notfiubpifto ilie 
4|ted' of HoH^; UitHo the speed of bonea In a rwie.; diose too> 
^ Of ah oidlmuy broedy but mch as have been often winners^ 
attfc* em tb the ^itSM of lucb at tbext- usimI rale ofrtmnbg, but In 
dIemyeiliM or Aelf cUef exerdon wbeli;dief trim the goal^ 
dnd liiidfy diey hih for nb trivial} bnf for an iUuitrioas prise^ 
'titttf dremnstance that can convey an idea of the vtmoit pouiUfe 
«Merit^ is ao^mbil^'b dds abort compwion; 

BWt vb]^ dtteil not AcUnea* who excels all in swifineiay om» 
•fhke Hector ? Hector has the aid of Ajmllo. Hector too had a 
mdng-time w'bite be stood deliber&dng: binder the walls. But 
Achillea has stmgi^ed with ;8caniandcr from wbeoi be baa ese^ 
^ with difficulty and has chased Apollo ui|der the semhianda of 
Ag^0bor» sliice. 

M. CheTaRer, Fellow of the Royal Society of £d]nburgb»^e. 
lil the- year 1791, read before that society a description of the 
jbSn of Troy according to an actaal' survey taken of It by himseK! 
So read It in French, and a'transladon of it into English, accom* 
^anaed widi notes and iUustrationa by Mr. Dalael, Fellew of tlie 
•eaaso aodcly, OMMlf PmMMus and pilli^^l libfwtao 4f dm 
IMwii^ of E^Bibur^hi waa piiblisbod jh:die same year* 

Tlie toanied autboir and annotator are bodi of opiiilqn^jttiac 
•tor wba Bet-puraned eonpletely voand the dty, Jrat 'm bb 
light If o m Aehaiei be described kteral circiea only, occaskmally 
jnakittg for the walls, and aa oftsn ianpelled to the pMii by bli 

Vhaepiaiaiilsaiippefftndwldi very plaaafok and ill gcni ar- 
fMHMSy the MStimpovtMftof which seem tp^ be, thrlnfaMiiea 
drawn ftan Virgil's manner of fe pr a s en tS ng the flight of Twimm 
Amn JEneas, and the aense which Homer Intiaded the prepodiisn 
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Ah— I behold a warrior dear to me 
Around the walk cf Umboi drivcDi aad prittve 
For Hector, who the thi^ of fatted bulls 
Oo yonder heig^ of Ida many-vai'd 
9iini'd (A 10 ne, and in heq^ of IVoy* 

should have at often m it oecttri la hit itfwiM^athii <f the 

flight of Hector. 

Why, it is asked, should the Roman poet have deviated. In this 
particular only, from the pattern given him by the Grecian? 11 
Hector encompassed Troy in his flight, why not Tumus Lauren- 
tum also ? It is not difficult to answer the question wiihout suppos- 
ing that Virgil understood the race in Homer as these gentlemen 
understand it. He judged probably, as others have done, that a 
race of three circles round a large city was too long* and liiereforc 
to avoid the incredible with which Homer appeared to him to be 
chargeable, instead of implicitly following his ori|^tiiai» daimeda 
right of discretion, and shortened the flight of Tainiis. 

The other argumant drawn from tho difiescat senses of wlach 
the preposition tnfi is suacepiiblei scema to have little finrco in it. 
The learned amiotator himself aehnowladges that when it govetm 
an accusative, it most comnionly rigalfiaa in Llfai €ktmm ; 
in English, rotwdf, rwnd obwt. And it be questioned wi>ed^ 
•r b anjr of ihoae instances where he finds it ugiUQring ntttr^ it re- 
quires that sense, or w91 even admit h without vif^OKe ; ^ fin^ 
cii^ from the Slat liind alone excepted 

00 the whole, it may be affirmed perhaps with good reason, that 
supposing Homer to have described, as he is generally understood 
to have done, a circular flight including the whole city arithin it) 
1m could not have ezemed tjMi inteniioB in ttma MvaadK*^ 
or betten^ited to hia purpose. 

1 ahall only add, for mj limits forbid me to be diffosa^ tlai^ 
Strabo, as quolad by Clariie, jiniiii tl» iihimiib iaMnnii^iiiat 
ao that not modem translators only, bat tiM aaoKafc Greek eapM 
tors also, must have been very ooskilfulf if this newly discovered 
ifluai of the passage be the true one. 
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lUAD XXU. 90O^%B, SIT. 

But Urn AchiDes, glofioiisjehlefy tmuii 
Xhe chy-mUs of Piiam now .pursues. 
Think then, ye p)ds, delay not to d o ci dfr— 

Shall we preserve, or leave him now to 

Smveasheis, by Pdens' nughty sqq? 
Whom answer'd thus Minerva azure-eyed. 

I>reid sovereign of the storms I what woid is this ? 

Would'st thou deliver from the stroke of fate 

A mortal man death^destin'd from of old ? 

Do it ; but smail thy pndae ahaU be in hflSTen* 
' To whom the sovereign of the boundless air. 

Fearnot» Tritoma, daughter dear ! distwoid 
%>ake not my purpose ; me thou shalt perceive 

Always to tbee indulgent. What thou wHt 
That execute, and use thou no d/elay. 

So ni^d he of herself prepared. 
And from the heights Olympian down she flew. 
Wkh unremitting speed Achillea still . 
Freas'd Hector. As among the mountain-heigfals 
The hound pursues rous'd newly from her lair 
The flying fawn through many a vale and grove^, « ' 
And though she trembling sculk the shnibs beneath, ' 
Her track unravds till he find the prey» ^ 
So 'scap'd not Hector Peleus' rapid son. . . . 
Oft as toward the Dardan gates he sprang . 
And to the shelter of Troy's lofty towers, 
Hoping some aid by voU^s £rom the wall, 
86 oft, outstripping him, AddDes thence ' 
£nforQ'd him to the fidd> who, as be might, 



Still ever stretched towari the walls agaia. 

Overtakes not ; but both ftigitivc alike . 
And fierce punuev fmk and t«ik la vain i 
So these in vain, due tedv »d mt'fwiiwi. 
How* theiv had Jdtoclor his impeading £Mft 
Eliufe^ htdMt PbcBbutf t^Vmlmt 
Last efibrt meeting him, his strengdi restor'd^ 
And wing'd for ttgfat h» 1^ liiite Mn^ 
The sou of Peleus, as lie rany his brows 
Shakings faabwl the Ci intiiBlM to dwiiiiff 

A dart at Hector, Ic^l a mcai^ci iiand 

Should pieree himy and aaHiry the* fawmoot fiaiM ■ 
But when the foui^ time to those rivulets 
They came, then, balanotug hia gp>kkn*6caka» 
Jov€pUic'dinetf«ilii»h«; Aohittda^ Me; 
And, oQCf consigning iiectDr to the shades. 
Seix*d by the ceAtrrf koM he poisU tfae-lrtML 
Down went the fbial day of Hector, down 
"jpo Ades, and Apolb left his Mt. 
Then blue-eyed Pallas iiasting to the son 
Of Bfedaii%i hPmingMaeemiCs him addMi^d^ 

Now, dear to Jove, Achiilcs fam'd in arms ! 
I hope that» fier»iaioamhat'thesgbhs>h^ 
We diril, at haUr fltey Reelor, and^Mont - ' 
Crown'd with great gloiy to the fleet of Greece^ 
No fear of his doKviemiicQ noir remans^ 
Not even should the king of radianlf shafts 
ApoUo toil in supplioaimti VDll*d 
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And roll'4 before the Thuaderer's feet.' 
But stand, taeomhiciifc; flqnel^ thewhife) 

ShaU urge him to oppose thee face to face* 

So Pailas apake^ whom joyfiii fco obey'd. 
And rested on his spear. But die, ^kt vbfle, 
(AchiUes left) to wbk Hector paaa'd. 
And in the fim, and spcakini^ wMi dieTiMoe 
Of loud Deipfa«^us, drev nigh and $aid. 

Mybcotbcsri flmU thna rapidly around 
The walls of lUiun by too swift a foe, 
Thy aiMliaalai alnd» tbmear% and thy frica 

With mine uniting, his assault repress/ 

To wbm the mriikt UmUm huge replied* 

Deiphobus ! of all my father's sons 
Brought forth by Hecuba, I ever iov'd 
Thee moaty bat mare dMn ever km tbee no 

; me* boUlv cam'at 
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For my aatedanb, wUia others mat wkhts. 

Then thus the goddess with the azure eyes. 
My nohfe fafolfaar ! I waa much hnplor'd 

Both by our kneeling parenu and my friends 

' Id an ode writtcD by MUtoo in his 1 7th year he expreim 
Mfh indignaUDD at thisaitifice practised by Pallas for the deatruc* 
Aid eC HtQior, The ode is ou tiM draib of Ur. Goslyn, Vic»- 
Slltncellor of Cambridge. Hedor astnis to hmw bean bit faton* 
lit mtkar than AcbiUea, lot, alliicliiig to thb pamge, aay^-^ 
Si daidaatMB psttoro d w rtfru 

Non fiwtt fmsfW PaUadlt iMvUit 
Vidiiict ocdMni ISoo H ectom. 



To stay in Trogr («ieh ter halh «QiB^ biiall) 

But grief for tilee my toot ind mil dev«Mir*d. 
Come — fight we bnivdy-^^ we now our speonl 
No longer; now for proof If Petein*80h - 
Slaying us both, shall bear into the fleet 
Our gory arms, or perish slain by thee. 

So saying, the wily goddeas led die wijr.^ * 
Soon, &ce to &ce, small interval between. 
The heroes stood, when Heetor tims begtti* 

Pelidcs ! I will fly thee now no more. 
Thriee I have compass^ Priam's ^mmaoub wih 
A fugitive, and have not daiM abide 
Thy onset ; but my heart now bids me staflll 
Dauntless, and I will siay, or will be aWn. 
Come then. We will attest the gods ; for they ' 
Are fittest both to witness and to guard '* * 

Our covenant If Jove to me voudMi^ 
The hard-eam'd victory, and to take thy life^ > 
I will not with dtsbonom* fool insult 
Thy body, but, thine armour strippM, will give 
Thee to thy firiends, as thou shait me to nuae** 

* The whole circumference of aocimt Troy is said to hatremaa* 
sured sixty ttadia. A ttadium measured one hundred and twen- 
ty-five paces. Achilles pursued Hector thrice round the dtf» 
veil, and thrice he dragg'd his body round the pile of P^uodas, 
but never thrice raund the city, as Virgil by mistake affinnsy and 
by hit andMiity has ledf all who have written cm the sttbject rihcn^ . 
toaffinnalMk 

See Barnca on line 401, of the original. 

The Ibe of VirgD allnded to ia b Mn. 1. 487. 

Tier €fnum JUacot irafitwcrat Metfom Mtif oa. 



ILIAD XXU., 300—521, " 3%^ 

To whom Achilles, lowering dark, replied, . * 
' Hector ! my bitterest foe ! speak not to me 
Of covenants ; as concord can be none . 
Lions and men between,' nor wolves and lambs , 
Can be unanimous, but hate perforce, 
And by a law not liable to change, 
So cannot 4|nity subsist between 
Thee and myself ; nor league make I with thee 
Or compact, till thy blood in battle shed 
Or mine, shall gratify the fiery Mars. 
Rouse all thy virtue ; thou hast utmost need 
Of valour now, and of address in arms. 
Flight now is hopeless ; Pallas by my spear 
This moment quells thee ; now will I avenge 
At once the agonies of every Greek 
In thy unsparing fury slain by thee. 

He said, and, brandishing the Pelian ash, 
Dismissed it ; but illustrious Hector wam'd, 
Couch'd low, and, overflying him, it pierc'd 
The soil beyond, whence Pallas plucking it 
Unseen, restor'd it to Achilles' hand, 
And Hector to his mighty foe replied* ' * )„H 

Godlike Achilles \ tliou hast err'd, nor know*st 
At all my doom from Jove, as thou pretend'st, 
But seek*st by subtlely and wind of words 

o terrify and rob me of my might. 
Vet stand I firm. Think not to pierce my back* '^f^ 
Behold my bosom ! if the gods permit. 
Meet me advancing, and transpierce me there. . • 
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M ILtAB XXfl* mu.3S7. 

Mieaii*ttiiie avott tny glittering^ tpat t butolif 
May'st thou receive it all! since lighter &r . 
To Uiom should the toll»of bMde 
Thee Office ^(estroy'dy the dbrest plagile she knows. 

So saying, he shook and huri*d bis spear, nor err'd^ 
Bat smote the centre of Atiiilea^ ifaMA 
From which the weapon sliding roam'd awi^^ 
He, angiy to have sent k fath in vain, 
(For he hsd other mme) wHfa eyes downesst • 
Stood motionless awhile, then with. loud voice 
Sought from Deiphobus, vMb^MMtA tbkfr 
A second ; but Deiphobus was gone. 
Then Hector understood his doom, and mM^ 

Ah, itis]^aki; tUs is mine hour t»de.^ *• 
Deiphobus, whom I believ'd so near. 
Is still in Tray , and PMias fai hk ftM 
BeguiPd me. Now, by Destiny's award, 
Death without refuge, dreadM death impcuds^ft. 
Such, from of old, the pleosove was of love, 
And 6uch Apolto's. Guardians of my life 
Long-time, they now fbraake' aie, and-1 diUi 
But neither will I tamely 34eld, nor fall 
Inglorious; now such conflkt will I wage 
That ibtiife ages AtA reeord my deeds. 

So saying, his keen faulchion from his side 
He drew, well.temper'd,> ponderoua, and rushed 
At once to combat. As the eagle darts 
Right downward through a sullen cloud to seize 
Weak laai^QrthMiiOM hare, aoheaoight 
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Impetuous sprang, and shook his glittering blade. 
Achilles, opposite, with fellest ire 
Full-fraught, came on ; his shield with various art, 
Divine portrayed o'erspread his ample chest, tji,ff'i 
And on his radiant casque terrific wav'd, ; I'Virl' i 
By Vulcan spun, his crest of bushy gold. U^^ J/4fA 
Bright as, among the stars, the star of all fr> 
Most splendid, Hesperus, at midnight moves, W 
So, in the right-liand of Achilles beam'd * •^^t 
His brandish'd spear, while, meditating woe 
To Hector, he explored his noble form, -i<K«»if/^ 
Seeking where he was vulnerable most.w f >aI r 
But every part, his dazzling armour torn i^y*<^\ -a^t 
From brave Patroclus' body, well secur'd, p i'ln^i i • 
Save where the circling key -bone from the neck 
Disjoins the shoulder; there his throat appear ''d, ». 
Whence injur'd life with swiftest flight escapes ; if 
Achilles, plunging in that part his spear, / ' ^, yl 
Impeird it through the yielding flesh beyond. y 
The ashen beam his power of utterance left % •'•/ 
Still unimpaired, but in the dust he fell. 
And the exulting conqueror exclaim'd.'. ^/ , ; ,^1 
But Hector ! when tliou did'st despoil my friend j 
Thou thought'st thee safe, nor car'dst for absent mc. 
Fool ! I was nigh at hand and in the fleet 

* Homer says, did not tefiaratc hit wind/iifie. The part is some- 
what flexible and may be supposed •therefore to have yielded to the 
pressure of the spear, and by so doing to have escaped unwounded. 
The gigantic size of Hector also makes the fact more probable- 



T' avoM Ui deiili. a nayMr fiur than thm. 
And I have Mn ^lee. Dogs md fiM^B aM shame 

Thy body, but the Greeks shall his catotnb. 
To whoM flK Tffogin duBf langtf M iiqfM* 

• 

By thy own life, by theirs who gave thee birth^ 

And by^ thy kiio(% oh kt iiotikei»ui4^B^ , ^ 

Rend and^detrour me, but in goldinoept 

And brass a ransom at my father's handSf ' 

Andatmy niDthor'a; nittMtrioiwfiiQe; 

Send home my body, grant me burial-rites 

Among the daughters and the tons of Troy/ 

To whom widiaqie«t stem AchiilBa tlMM» 

Dog ! neither knees nor parents name to me. 

* I would my fieroenesa of jpowige were aaohp 

That I could oarte andeat thee» to wfaoae annei / 

Such griefr I owe ; so true it is jand sure. 

That none dudl iave d7.eaK«efix)m the-dci^^ 

No. Would they bring ten ransoms by the soak, 

Or twice ten ransomav and atiil promiae BKwe» ' 

Would Priam b«y tee inth thy imght in 9^ 

Not even then should she who bare thee weep 
« 

« 

* The liMes of ^tfie conqueror nme altkid of Maotuary to whkl^ 

the vanqoisbed fled for refuge. 

* The Greek commentators let slip no opportunity of proving, 
or at least aiicmpLiii^ to prove Hector a barbarian, often allowing 
themselves in the most uncandid remarks for this purpose, and al- 
ways partial. Bui it is curious to observe how silent ihcy are on 
the subject of this savapje wish of Achilles, which alone prepon- 
derates against all the cvidcucc by which ibey would impeach the 
character of (he yTrojaii* 
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Shall rend thy fle&h tiU' every bone be bare. 
Then, dyu^ mvtthe ikalor ibut 

I knew thee ; knew that I should sue in v^io. 

For in tby hieMt^ sIkI M fiMy 4weJ^ 

Sutoh, bcicaiitkiiis novr, lest heaven, perdbaoce, 

Bequite thfi^'On ihAl d^^, when pioK'dlbl^aelf ^ 
By Ptob and Apoll«) dKM ahak AH, . 

Brave as thou art, wkhin the ScRan gate.' 

He oeas'dy and dcatkmrahrV.liNia daik aroiiaL 

His spirit, from his limbs diflQiisa'<i» the house. 
Of Adea m«|it, dQ|teing«i abe 

Youth's prime and vigour lost, disastrous doom I 

But him, /though Acad, AriiHifn thua h ffynlw- 
Die thou. My dea& dhall find me at What h<Mir 

Jove gives rommautUaciU, and the gada above- 
He aud, and plaminf at bia aide the qmr 

Drawn forth, from Uector^a ahouhkrs.rent away 
Uia armour atain'd with gnra, and, numnmaXjmslDa. 

In liaste assembling, wonder'd ^o behold 
Hia bulk and ^ prapordon I neither fail'd 
One Grecian of them all to pierce die slain ; 
And to hia Mow thifo the soldier spake. 

Ye gods ! how far more patient of the touch 
la Hector now, than when he fir'd the fleet ! 
• 

* Achilles is said to have been invited by Hecuba, on pretext of 
the marriage of her dauglucr Polyxena, to a banquet in the temple 
uf Apollo adjoining to the Scxan gate, and to have been insidioui>ly 
slain tberei together with Antilochus, by Paris.--*B. 
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Thus wmM ibty speak/ 1km give hiii each m 9b*. 

And now, the body sthpp'd, their noble chief 

1 DC ^WIR ACWKSf flMnim^' Ml Vie ■IIIMI» 

The Grecians in wing'd accents thus address'iL 
FikDd8» dMibmdaemlofBof AigoB'liosti 
Since, bjr the wiU of heaven, this man is t>iaiiv 
Whohanii'd MMietlMnatt.our IbttboUB, - 
Essay we next the city ; so to learn 
TheTrq|aopi]rpQ0e» if^ this hero slaiOt . 
They wffl fiwtiilnr the okwlel, orittUi 
Defepd it» alduNigh Hector be no moi^ 
But wbercfoie speak I tiwr sliB QBdepfasf^ 
Unburied in my fleet Patroclus lies ; 
Hia new, ^Atte* aUve mywif, I moftt 
And mix with living men, will I forget* 
In Ades, inply, they lorget the deed. 
Yet will not I Patroclus, even there. 
Now channring pewoa, ye Acheii youths < ' 
Retom ivc to (he ieet irkh tMs our fyriee ; 
>We have achieved great gloiy, weiiaveskHQ 

• The lines of which these three arc a translation arc supposed 
by some to have been designed for the 'Bwumm, or song«f Tictoiy 
sung by the whole army. — B. 

The pnran was an hymn sung in homnir of Apollo. And M tlie 
Trojans worshipped Minerva though an cnemjr to their cause, so 
Achilles him, regardless of his pntiAlttf to the' Trajam. Thi 
gods, whether propitious or adverse, were stilt considered ss 
worthy of praise and adoration-— V. If they were prapiiim 
gratitude wfts a sii£^ent motive, If adverse, there was yet a bope 
that they might he propitiated. 

The paean now mentioned was sung after a battle ; but there ww 
also anothery addressed to Mars^ which they sung before one^B. 
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nhNrtriMi Hector, Mm whom Dium prab'd 
In all ber gates, and as a god revcr'd* 

He Slid; dm 
To noUe Hector, both his kci he bor'd 
Fran hed ID anolr* and, nodBg Aongs, 
Them tied behind bis chariot, but his head 
Ijeh imtniiMnid u naii akng the gwni, ■ 

Abcending next, the armour at his side 

He plac'd, then iMk'd die aleeds; ibejr wiUiiig fleww 

TIdck rose die dost as with hb sable locks 

He swept the ground; his head, so giacc^ onoe. 

Ploughed deqp the Aiit ; to aoeh dUmmr Jove 

That day consign'd him on his native plain*'* 

Thus wfaebnU indnat, he wnt The mednr qyeen 

Her son beholding, pluck 'd her hair away. 

Cast §K aside her kKnd veil, and rent 

With shrieks the air. His father wept aloud. 

And, all aioimd, long ^iig conpUnla were heavd 

And kmentations in the streets of Troy ; 

Not fewer or less piercing, than if flames 

Had wrapt all Uuim to her topmost towera. 

^ The commentator asks— Why does Achilles drag Hector ? 
and answers thus — Not to gratify a savage nature ; for when he 
had slain Eetion the father oi Andromache, he did not even strip 
hia body, but burned him arms and all. But because, as Callima- 
chua says, it was a custom in Thcssaly to drag the slayer round 
the tontb of the slain ; which custom was first begun by Simon, 
whose brother being killed by Eurydamas, he thus treated the body 
of the murtherer. Achilles therefore, he observes, being a Thes- 
satian, when he tboa diaboDOura Hector, does it merely in com- 
pliaace with the conmioii piacdcaof liisc<MUttrj^--iBi. C« k V. 
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fiis people item 4Miii*d to lii^; 

Desperate, and resolute to issue forth. 
Through the Dirtwwn gatc»4 to lil he kned'd 
In torn, ^len rtilM hbmtM in duili $tA OMh 

By name solicited to give him way. 

The gates, vnM fleck, aioNilj Ito OiMlHi tMli^ 

I go to supplicate the bloodj^ main 

My years, may feel some pity of my age ; 
For flodi ui yean aa JL hia &ihcr is, 
Peleaa, «lK>fW^himJbaaG«M«> TMgr< 
But chiefly iear*4 ham to myself a curser 

Fallen by his hand ; all wliom I ksa deplove 
(Thou|^ mourning all) than one ; my deep diatieas 
For Hector, aoonshallaeiidmDtodieahaiMi. 

Oh had he but within these arms expir'd, 
Thehaplesa^uec»wbo^hore himy aodmyfiett 
Had wept him, then, ttt aarhi^ Mild no mm 1 

So spake lie weeping, and with many a groan 
The cidsens replied* Amid the dames 
Her sad complaint, next, Ikcuba began* 

Wretch that I am, ah, wherefore should I live 
Forlorn 6i thee, my son ? Thoo, night and dayi 
My glory wast in Ilium and the strength * 
Of all her citizena, who as a god 
ReverM thee ; for thy glorious deeds they made 
Their highest boast ; but now thy death deploie^ 



So nKMiniM the <)iMCA« AndfonuidbCy tlMs wMtey 

Knew nought, nor even by report had leam'd 
Her Uector'B abaeooe m tlie field alone t 
She in hist dMunfevr at the pdaoe^top 
A splendid texture wrought, on citlier side 
*AU daanttng^biight wHh flowers of various hiies^ 
And to her maidens fair command had given, 
That compassing an ample vase with fire 
They should prepare a badi fiir Hectof's use 
Retum'd from fight. Ah fetally deceived ! 
She little knew, that by Minerva made 
Achilles' victim, distant he lay 
From all such uses, and should bathe no moic* 
She heard a eiy of sorrow from the tower ; 
Her limbs shook under her, her shutde fell, 
And to her bright-faair'd train, aiarm'd, she cried* 

Attend me two of you, that I may learn 
What hath befallen. I have heard the voice 
Of the qtieen-mother; my rebounding heart 
Choaks me, and I seem-fetter'd by a frost. 
I^me mischief, sure, o'er Priam's sons impends* 
Mby that word never reach me! but I shake 
With terrour lest Achilles, cutting off 
My dauntless Hector from the gates alone. 
Enforce him to the field, and quell perhaps 
The might, this moment, of that dreadful arm 
His hindnuice long ; for Hector ne'er was wont 
To seek his safety in the ranks, but flew 
first into battle, yiddiog place to none. 

▼OL. II. 4S 
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So baling, wild with ai\guish, and her bearl 

With her tivo owidens ; at |fae tower airi^ - 
Now throDg'd with warfkint» wistful ihe iiinFcy '4 
The plain beneath, and Heetonheie bdieU 
In front of Ilium, dragg'd by rafiid $ti:«dft 
In shameful sort iQinniAjthe Gmian ietti 
Involved in sudden darkness with a sigh 

That 8eevi*4 tife'a hib9il «iip» auiWB alie i4t» 

And, falling, from her brows shook ikr aiKa^ 

The bright attiie tb4t fiUeted about 

Her ringlets, with the net- work, and'the veil 
Given her by gokka VeQM8» oi^ the 
When wariike Heclor from EisOon's house 
Conducted her with nu{iual gitis €4idow!d 
Numetoos and costly, to his own abode/ 
Around her, Hector's sisters, and the vfiv^ 
Of all his hccthicn thra^d, whointhrirmns 
Fast held her loathing life but slie, her bnatb 
At length and sense lecovering, her ^*~"^[|Big| 
Bremen with sighs amid them thus began. 
Hector! lam undone; w^boih went bam 

* Andromache faints and falls. Hecuba docs not Thf miMm 
assigned for liic difference ia Uiat Ui« afflictigo of Ue litter btt 
been gradual ; she has seen the combat from the waUs wd hat 
beca led iiep by step to the caUsu opbe ; but the Somnr ktfsi it 
to a nioiiMatt and tto MipfiBe acenodiBi;^ 

* Iti»anobMrf«tioiiQCtte$d^lii4l^|hait«e«Mdftctm^ 
spectacOM cannot be imagiiiedi than Piufin strugfUng to escapa 
into the field, and Andromache to cast herself frum the wall ; for 
to be ondemaada dkvZfwv V. 
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To Mm b FrUiiii% house in Tray^ 

And I in shad^ Hipoplacian Thebes 
Beneadi Eetkm'to roof, ifc, doomed himaetf 
ToMTOvr, me more flomwfiilly doomed 
Sustained in helpless iiifiuicy, whom oh 
That be indneVr begotten! thou desoend'st 
To Ades and the Sty^an caves forlorn 
Me leaving here a widow, and thy boy, 
Fnut of our faiplett kms, an infimt yet, 
Never to be hereafter thy delight, 
Nor love of liune to flhai« or kindness more. 
For should safe snrvife Ifiis cruel war 
With the Achaians, .penury and toil 
Must be hit kt, sinee stnngetB will remove 
At will his landmarks, and possess his fields* 
Thee lost, he loses ^, of fiitber, both. 
And equal playmate in one day depriv'd, 
To sad looks doom'd, and never ceasing tears, 
iie ipcksk n^cesiiCoiis, his fiiAer^s friends. 
One by his mantle pulls, one by hb vest, 
WhosA utmost pity yields to his parch'd lips 
' A thirat-provokiog drop, and grudges more ; 
Some happier child, as yet untaught to mourn 
A parenl's loss, shoves rudely from the board 
My son, snd, smiting him, reproachful cries—* 
Away— Tl\y father is no guest of ours—* 
Then, weeping, to his wUow'd mothec comes 
Astyanax, who on his Other's lap 
Ate marrow only, once, and fat of lambs, 
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And when sleep took him, and his crying fit ^ • *' 

Hadceas'd, slept ever on the igfteal bod. 

Warm in his nurse 'i> urins, fed to his fill 

Whh ddicKieB, and hblKMit atrett» 

But now, Astyanax (so nam*d In Trsy * 

For thy sakfi, guardian of her gates and towers*) 

His firtlier lost, most many a pang endwe. 

And as for thee, cast naked forth among 

Yoo gaUies, where no parentis eye of tUae 

Shall find thee, when the dogs have torn thee once 

Till they are sated, worms shall eat tbee next. 

Mean-time, thy fair liabiliments, prepar'd 

By our own maidciis, in thy palace lie; 

But I will burn them all, because henceforth 

Useless to thee, who never, so adom'd 

Shah slumber more ; yet every eye in Trof 

Shall see how gk)r4ou$ pnce was thy sfitjire*' 

' The original lines in which mention is made of the treatment 
that Astyanax is likely to receive uiicr the death of Hector, yrm 
rejected by many of the ancients. For while Priam lived, they 
say, and several of his sons, and Andromache hcrscJf also, what 
probability was there that his landmarks should be removed, and 
that he should be considered in all companies as an ^ntrucUr and a 
vagabond ? — V. To this maf be added another reama, and per* 
haps not k« weighty, for wtich their aat^pvticitf ONqrhe'saspecife- 
ccL There never lived a more perfect mailer of tbe patheuc than 
Homer, aiid when he would touch the passions, he does it in the 
onlf effectual wify that la, wfdMMft aeemin^^abtaiid-it- But in 
all this passage there is an evident strain, an effort, 2abou^<ialit 
at them. A style of writing that always disappoints itself, and » 
pecoUar* to poets, who, feeling nothing themselves, have yet an 
amUtioo to work on tbe toisihifitgr cf pthcrs . i p iB m U is justti 
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So^ tpeepiag, she} to whom the muUkode 
Of Trojan danm icaponiife ngbM around* 



935 



add, that if aoiiie rejectedf oihert ▼hdiemd the pmaigd, IVb- 
muh thejr obMnre» ute masf worda od all oceaaioittv but eapedai* 
* ^ when thef are aflUcted and 4v<mld excite con panion.--V. The 
femark, however, baa mncb iU-natnte in it, and la not more appin 
cable to one aax ihMi tlM etheTi 
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BOOK xxm. 

SvcH moumkig wm In IVoy ; nMtti«tiine, dvspmttd 

Along the shores of Hellespont, the Greeks 
On all sides to tlieipwvcnd ships icfMurVly 
All save the Mjnrnidons ; their valiant band 
Still undismiss'd Achilles thus bespake. 

Ye wariike Myraudons, associaties dear ! 
Release not yet your steeds, but circling, first. 
The funeral pile, with lamentation due 
Bewail Fstrodus, and, that rite performed. 
Unbind them from the yoke, and all refresh 
With food» y0ur wearied strength, assembled here. 

He ccasM. Then moum'd the multitude, and drove 
Theirrglofisy steeds, with lamentations loud 
Thrice round the pile; Achilles led the tndn, ' 
And Thetis touch'd their hearts with tenderest woe. 
With tears their armour, and with tears thqr bath'd 
The sands beneath, so deeply they deplor'd 
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A warrior terrible as he to Trof . 

Then, placing on the bosom of his friend 
His homicidal hands, in piercing stnuns 
Heard all around, Achilles thus began. 

Rejoice, Patrodus ! even in die shades. 
For all my promise shall be now fulfilled* 
I have drawn Hector hither ; on his flesh 
My dogs shall feed ; and princes twelve of Troy 
Shall headless fall before thy Ibneral pyre. 

He said, and meditating foul disgrace 
To noble Hector, stretch'd him prone in dust 
Beside the bier of Menoetiades. 

Then, putting ofif their brazen armour bright. 
And each rdeaauig his aAirill^ndghtng steeds, 
They sat, a numerous band, besick the bark 
Of swift i£acides, who lunush'd forth 
Himself a feast funereal for them iall. 
Many a white* heifer by the ruthlcs steel 
Lay bleeding, many a sheep and blatant goat. 
With many a saginatcd boar bright-tusk'd 
Amid fierce flames Vulcanian stretch'd to roast. 
Copious the "blood ran all around the dead. 

Then, scarce constraining iiim, such wrath he fell 
For his alain friend, the prinoes of die Greeks 
Led forth PeUdes to die royal tetit 
Of Agamemnon ; he, at their approach, 

^ Either they were wliitie with fat after being flayed, or they 
were slain merely to regale the living, since black only were of* 
fered to the dea4— B. V. 
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Htt hmdds bade iviih imint hnte pcepaie 

An ample bathy to cleanse from gory taint 
(Might tbey pmuadc Inm to ks use) the Ikabs 
or his iUusliious gueat But he niS^M 
Inflexible, and with an oath replied* 

No; by the higimt and die bwt of aUy 
By Jove I wiH not. Never may it be 
That brazen bath approach this head of miae^ 
Till fint I fAwe Patsodos on fab pyie» 
Give him my ringlets shorn, and pile his tomb. 
For other woe like this ahidt none invade 
My beMm« tfhSit I mix widi liviog Mi* 
But, all unwekoBAe as it is, repast 
Now calls U8» Agameauioiif king of men ! 
Give charge tlMtat the dawn of day they bring 
Wood hither, such large portion as beseems 
The dead, descending to the shades, to share, 
That his remains immediately consumed 
Out of our sightf the host may war again* 

He8|taiB«; tliey, hearing, readily obeyed. 
Then, each his iood preparing with despatch, 
They ate, nor wanted my guest of all 
Due portion, and, their appetite to food 
And wine suffic'd, each sought his several tent 
Needmg repoae*/ bntoii the ^anda besi^ 

* The former vras a feast given by Achilles to the MfrmidoDS 
only, the feast mentioned here is given to the host «l large, and 
they eat it hastily, that, going early to rest, thejr msy riae tho cariH 
er to prepare fuel for the funeral pile.«-V. 

▼0L» U« 43 
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The bm<nR7 deq> AcUlk^gmn^ 

Amidst his Myrmidons, where space he found . j 
With gore imataia'd beakk. the dashing wave* 
There, soon at alsept deliverer of the miod^ 
Wrapp'd him around (for much his noble limbs 
With chaae of Bcdor round the hattkmenta 
Of wiod^wept Uium wearied were and apcot) 
Sudden, the spectre of his hapless friend 
Appraach'd him ; his Patroclus' aelf it aeem'd. 
In stature, splendour of expressive eyes, 
In voice the same and raiment* O'er, his head 
The aembbnoe atoodt and thns hia ear addreaa^ 

Thou hlecp'st, Achilles I and Patroclus, erst 
Thy most beiov^d, in death fergottcn lies. 
Haste-^ve me burial ; I would paaa the gBite 
Of Hades ; for the shadows of the dead 
Now drive me firom their feUowahip a&r. 
And the wide river interpos'd, I roam 
The yawning gulfs of Tartarus alone. 
And grants oh grant, that, joinmg hands, wetakr 
One mutual, long farewell ! for, ikvour'd once 
With my last ritiea, Ji visit earth no mote^ 
No more, conversing sweetly, shall we sit 
Reiir'd from all ; for me the dark aby^ 
By Fate wide open'd for me at my birth. 
Hath swallow'd, and thyself art also doom'd 
To perish, oh thou semblance of the ggdsy 
AchHles t under Itium's Mty towers. 
But hear me now ; refuse not to perform 
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My last itijoiieden. Bury not my bones 

From thine apart, but in one social tomb ; 

That as •ne bbmd sastaki'd im» from the day 

When me, then beardless, from my native home • 

In Opoei^y Menoctius kd to thioe^ 

That fiital deed tlie caoae, my playmale aluii/ 

Whom, seiz'd with sudden rage, at dice I skw, 

{Son of AmphidamaB) utoi wlik omi 

Thy finhcr diert^'d me, and tale ne ahasp 

Thy future battles, fighting at thy side, 

So, in one vase, the golden one, by gift 

From Thetis thine, our mingled bones may rest.* 

To whom Achilles, matchleas in the race. 
Ah, lov'd and honomr'd I w here fo re hast thou come f 
Why thus enjoin me ? I will ail perform 
With diligence ndnch thou hast now desirVL 
But nearer stand, that we may round enfold 
Each other, though but with a short embrace, 
And sate our sorrow with a last ferewett. 

He said, and stretch'd his arms toward the shade. 
But him seiz'd not ; ahrill-clamouring and light 
As smoke, the spirit passM into the earth. 

0 

'His name, accosdii^ 40 the Scholiast* was Clyioi^ymus^A. 
C& V. 

^ Bacchns having hoipltably antertamed Vulcan in the itlaod 
Itaaoty one of the Cydadei^ received from him a cup as a pretent; 
but being driven afterward by Lycurgas into the sea and fcindlf 
protected there by Thetiaf he picaented her with tlna work 9£ 
Vulcan, which ahe gavp to Achillea for a receptacle of Ma honea 
after death^B. ft V. 
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AiDBs'd, up sprang AaUDBi, tUbfd datti 

His palms together, and thus, sad, exclaim 'd. 

Ah then, yegodsi thmc dcNibUfltftm belov 
The soul and acnblance, although empty fonan ; 
For all night long, mourning, disconsolate. 
The aoiii qf my Pnttochia, haftenfiicndl 
Hath hover'd o'er me, giving me in charge 
His last reqliesta» jusi image ol hig>«?tf> 

So uifmgf ha aiihi mmw diair aomraF fivllw 
And rosy-palm'd Aurora found them all 
Mourning afresli i^ piMrie <M> 
Then royal Agamenuion eall'd abroad 
Mules and nmle-drivm ^^om U^e tents in haste 
To girtfaer w0odU Uptmaea vBliaiiiBiaii^ 

Friend of the virtuous chief Idomeneua* 
Merionesy vihi^ led thepi to the ta$k*' 
They, bearing cac|i In hand hia iharpeD*d an 
And twisted cord, set fortbi andy gouig, drove 
The muks before them; mocli unevoi apace 
They roeasur'df hill and dale, right enwd now 
And now circuitous ; but at the groves 
Arriv*d, at length, of Ida Ibuntaio-fed, 

Their keen-edg'd axes to the towering oaks 
Despatchful they applied ; down fell the trees 
With crash aonoroua. Splitting, next, the trank8> 
They bound them on the mules ; they, with firm hoofs 
The hill-side stampingi ihvougb the thiQlLelaiiiah*d> 

' Said to have been appointed to this office bccsote be WU of 
Cret«« a cnoumamout and w<:U*wooUcd uiUod^V. 
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* 

Dearoos of ite pUi. Eadi his liog 
(For so the arinour-bemr of tbe king 
Of Crete, MMowi had given eommnd) 
Bore after them, and each his burthea cast 
Down on the beadi in cider, wtacre a tooalb 

* 

Of ample size Achilles for his friend 
Patrodos liid» and fiv hinml^ deaign'd. 

Much fuel thrown together, all the throng 
Remain'^ and a wliBn hiit fifunwianii at onoe • 
Aelulles iasuecl to \k§ wriofi bBld» 
That all should gird tbeir armoury and the ale^ 
Jdnto the cbariotai ondekyingoaefa 
Complied, and in bright arms stgod soon array'd. 
Then moonlBd combiCrats and charioteetB. 
First mov'd the chariots, after whom, the foot, 
Denae as a doiid ; and in the midst, between^ 
His warlike friends Patroclus' body bore. 
Their tieaaea abom, o'er all his lifeless length 
They coverM hua widi hair, and with a look 
Downcast and sad (for to the shades he sent 
IBs nobleat friend) AeUIles held his head. 

And now, arriving on the ground ere while 
MariL*d by Achffles, down they set the dead, 
And heaped the wood in haste, a lofty pyre. 
But Pekttt* eon, on other though huent. 
Retiring from the funeral pile, shore off 
Hia amber rin|^t8| whose exuberant growth 
Sacred to Sperchius he had kept unshorn, 
And looking o'er the gloomy deep, be said* 
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» Sperchios ! id Tain my ftdier Pdeus vow'd 

That, hence returning to my native land, 

J should ppeaent these ringlets shorn to thee 

WMi a wfyAe hecatomb, and should, besi^. 

Rams o&r fifty at thy fountain head 

In ^hy own field, at thf own fragrant sfanne* 

So vow'd the hoary chief, whose wishes thoo 

Leav'st, unperformed. Since, therefore, newmoie 

I fee my. natiTe home, dieae seveT'd locks 

I send with brave Patroclus to the shades.* 

He said, and filling with his hair the .hand 
Of Ids dead friend, the sorrows of his tram 

wWaken'd afresh. And now the lamp of day 
WM'ring' apaee, had left diem stiU in tears, 
Had not Allies suddenly address^ 

•King Agamemnon, standing at his side. 
Atrides ! (for Acfaaia's sons thy word 

^ Will readiest execute) we may with grief 
Satiate ourselves hereafter s but, the host 
Dispersing from the pile, now give command 
That they prepare repast ; ourselves,' to whom 

* It watctmpamry mkh the sarinwtii itbta tiwy hid pmed their 
prime, to cut off their hair and devote it to tome river ged, for 
them they considered as the authors of its growth, moisture being 
the first prbciple of imtriment to all thiugt^— B. C. Ic V. Forihe 
■ame reason tlief infiised the water of one river into another, as 
an eoMo of fecundky in the married atate^—B. Ic V.— Sperchius 
was a river of Thessal7.-*B. Ic V. 

* Wc5i*ring wheel. Milton. 

* Himself and the Myrmidons. 
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These labfmiB in peculiar ap|«rtaiii9 

Will finish ihcm ; but bid the chiefs abide. 

Which Mfbta imperial Agsunemnou heard, . * 
He scatterM instant to their several ships * 
The people ; but the burial- dressers thenoe ^ ' 
Went not ; thej, still abiding, heap'd the pik/ 
An hundred feet of breadth ftoro' ade to side 
They gjave to it, and on the summit plac'd * • 
With sorrowing hearts the body of the dead.* > 
Many a fat sheep and many an ox before 
Thjs pile they flay'd, with diligence their Ugk * 
• Admimstering, ^nd with the fiit of each 
From head to feet Achilles overspread * 
Patroclus,V and the flay'd beasts heap'd arouii4» ; 
Then, placing Ragons on the pile, replete * 
With oil and honey, he inclined their mouths * 
Toward the bier, and slew i|nd added, next, 
Deep.groaning and in haste, four martial steeds. 
Nine dogs the hero at his table fed, * 
Of which beheading two, their carcases 
He added also. Last, twelve gallant sons .. 
Of noble Trojans slaying, (for bis heart . ^; 
Teem'd with much evil) he applied the tbfot^ • 
Of hungry flames that should devour the whole. 
Then loudly mourning, hail'd his friend by name. 

* Tliepila wstasqvsnoC ankandfcdfeet oasaeb dto^.Jt. 
CUV. 

' That he might be the more speedily coDsumcd. The mum ewi 
was promoted by the ila^n» oC oil and hooey. 
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Rejoice, Patroclus ! even irt the shades. 

Behold my promise to thee all fulfilled. 

^Twehe gallant sons of Trojans fam'd in arms^ 

Together with thyself, are all become . ^ 

Food for these fires ; but fire shall never feed 

' On Hector ; him I destine to the dogs. 

So threatened he ; but him no dogs devoured ; 

Theiti, day and night, Jove's daughter V^nos chas'd 

Afar, and smooth'd the hero o*er with oils 

Of rosy scent ambrosial, lest his corse, 

Behind Achifles' chariot dragg'd along 

So rudely, should be torn, and Phoebus hung 

. . A veil of sable clouds from heaven to earth, 

O'ershadowit^g broad the space where Hector lay. 

Lest parching suns should stiflfen all his frame.* 
« 

But no fire kindled in the funeral pile. 
Then, Peleus* son, withdrauT), two winds in prayer 
Boreas invok'd and Zephyrus, to each 
Vowing large sacrifice. With earnest suit 
(Libation pouring from a golden cup) 
Their coming he implor'd, that so the flames 
Kindling, might ini^tantly consume the dead.. 
Iris, his supplications hearing, swift 
Convey *d them to the winds within the hall 

' The oil would lubricate and make the body slide over such 
impediments as might otherwise tear and disfigure it.— V. 

* The winds themselves hear not, but Iris hears ; the poet by 
this circumstance intended to intiinate that the rainbow is a prog- 
nostic of blowing weather.-^V. 
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Assembled of the heavy-blowing west 

They leasting sat, when on the threshold-stoiie , 

The goddess stood. At once all starting rose^. 

And each invited Iris to his side. 

But she refus'd a seat and thus she spake.' . * 

I sit not here. Aome over ocean's fltream 
Again, to ^Ethiopia's land I go ^ 
Where hecatombs are oflkr'd to the gods, 
"Which, with the rest, I also wish to share. 
But Peleus' son sues earnest for the aid 
Of Boreas and of Zephyras the loud, 
• Vowing large sacrifice if ye will fan 
Briskly the pile on which Patroclfasi moimiM 
By ever>' warrior of Achaia, lies. 

She said, and went. Then suddenly arose 
The winds, and, roaring, swept the clouds along 
First, on the sea they blew; big rose the waves 
Beneath the blast. At fruitful Troy alriv'd 
Vehement on the pyre they fell, and dread 
On an rides soon a crackling blase ensued. 
All night, with hollow blasts alike they drove 
The sheeted flames wide from the funeral pile, 
And all night long Achilles, drawing wine 
From a bright beaker, pour'd it on the ground 
Soaking the soil and calling by his nanac 
The spirit of his dear lamented friend- 
As some fond father mourns, burning die bones 
Of hpscmtooi who, dying on the eve 
Of his glad nuptiab, hath his parents left 

^ VOL. u. 44 
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O'erwiielm'd with inconaoiabte dbtress. 

So mourned Achilles, his companion's bones 
Burning, and pacing to and fro the field 
Bemde the pyre with many a«igh profonnd.^ 
But when the star, day's harbinger, arose. 
Soon afiter whom, in aafton vest attir'd 
The mom her beams diffuses o*er the aca, 
The pyre, then wasted, ceas'd to flame, and then 
Back flew the winds athwart the Thracian deep 
Rolling the flood before them as they pass'd.* 
And now Pdides lying down apnt 
From the funereal pile, slept, but not long, 
Though weary.; waken'd by the stir and din 
Of AgamenuKn^'tnun. He wX erect. 
And thus the leaders of the host addressed. 

Atrides, and ye other chiefs who rule 
Achaia's numerous tribes 1 fiurst quench the p3e 
Throughout with sable wine, where'er the Arc 
Hath 8eia*d it* We wiU then coUea the bones 

a 

Of Mencetiades, which shall with ease 

Be known, (hough many bones lie scatter'd near ^ 

* Plutarch well observes on this simile which he cites in his 
ircatisc on Consolation — that it is not certain that the grief of a 
parent in such a case is perfectly jut>t ; for who knowb but that 
God} in his fatherly care and tenderness for the human race, fore- 
seeing the evil to come, may uku away life only to excnjpt a man 
from it ? — C. so that the deaths whicli seem most premfuurej mi^ 
be critically seasonable in reality. 

* In Thrace is said to have been a deep chasm whence wind 
issued. A circumstance which probably furnished a hint for the 
poetical fiction that in Thrace the vioda ba4 their hibiiitiimi»-rR 
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Since in the middle pile Patroclus lay, 

But wide apartiUMl 00 its veige we biimHl 

T'he steeds a^d Trojans, a promiscuous heap. 

Them so coUecled in a golden vaae 

Twice liu'd with unctuous lard we wiU enclose, 

Till I shall, alsoi lo mj home below/ 

I wish not now a tomb of amplest bounds 

But such as ma/ suflice, whose height and breadth 

Hereafter the Aehaiam shaQ augment 

Who may survive me in our gallant fleet 

So spake Pelidea, and the diiefii oomplied. 
Where'er the pik had blaz'd, with generous H^ne 
They queneh'd k, and the hills of ashed sank. 
Then, weeping, in a golden urn with lard 
Twice lin*d they plac'd their gende comrade's bones 
Fire-bleach'd, and lodging safely in his tent 
The relics, overspread them with a veiL 
* Designing, next, the compass of the tomb 
They mark'4 its buuiuiary with stones, then fill'd 
The. wide enclosiire hastily with earth, 
And, hnishing the mournful heap, retum'd. 
But all the people, by Achilles still 
Detained, there sitting, form'd a spacious ring. 
And he the deslin'd prizes from his fleet 
ProducM, capacious cauldrons, tripods bright, 
Steedst mites, tall oxen, women at the breast 

* This was dm tiMtthabesss might fSMisthsloiifcrqBpaU 
vniaed by eseeaitTS dryness. 
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CkMC-cinctur'dt andxougki iron ia tbo mis/ ' • S 

* 

Fair prises to ikt swifiest chuiolem " 9 ^» 
He first proposed ; discrete, ingenious, fair ^ ^ni 
A damad, with a trigod 4cNiUe*ear'd 
Of twenty and two mesiores, for fiiit» - 

m 

And for the second, an unbrohep mare. 
Six yean her age, and pfegnant with a nnle. 

A cauldron of four measures, never smircli'd 

By smoke or flame, but freah as &om the ioigi\ 
The third awuted; to die fourth he gave 

Two golden talents, and, unsullied yet 
By uae, a twiiMr'd phial to the iftk^ 
(le stood erect, and to dK Greeks he crieiL 

Atrides, and ye other mdiant Greeks ! 
These prisea in the ctrcna ph»'d, attend 
The charioteer^ Held we the present games 
In liofiour of sone other GiccisQ dead, 
I would myself bear henoe the fciemoat pike i 
For well ye know my steeds, that they surpaia 
All else, and m immortal; Neptime'a gift 
To my own father, and his gift to me. 

* Such it appears to have been in the sequel. 

* The talent differed much in its value ; sometimes it consisted 
of an hundred dracbmaci sometimes of Rfty and sometimes of 
twenty-four, and, according to Timaeus, sometimes of one. A 
talent of the smaller sort must he imdf rstood here, otherwise the 
prize allotted to the fourth would iiave exceeded in value all tho 
other*; — V. 

<I)i«A4 — a vessel, as Athcnxus describes it, macic for the pui'posc 
of warming water. It was formed Gf brass, aiid expanded somen 
yrhu ^ the shape of a broad leaf.— C. . t 



Nor shall my steeds ; for they would miss the forco 
And guidanoe of a chanoteer ao kind 
-As they have lost, who many a time hath clcans'd 
^rheir .manes with water of tbe cnjatal brook. 
And made them sleek, himself, with limpid oil. 
Him, therefore, mourning, motioDieaa they stand 
l¥ith hair dUwfdlM, atreaming to tbe grou»L 
Sut ye, whoever of the host profess 
Superioor akitt, and glory In your ateeda 
And well-built chariots, for the strife prepare ! 

So qiake Pelidea, and the obarioteefi. 
For speed renown'd, arose. Long ere the rest 
£umehi8, king of pMn, Admetna'.aon 
Arose, accomplish'd in equestrian arts. 
Next, Tydena' aoo, bmve Diomede, arose ; 
He yok'd the Trofan coursers by himself 1 
In batUe fhm 42iioeaa won, whattiaie 
Apollo sav^d Acir maater. Thvd, up stood 
The son of Atreus with the golden kicka, 
IVho to Ua ehariot Agaanemnon'a mare 
Swift iEthe and his own Podargus join'd.* 
Her Echepolus ^:om Ancbisea sprung 

* The Scholiast remarking on the horse and mare drawing in 
the same traces, suggests it as the poet's intention to teach his 
readers that difference of sex exempts not woman from the obli* 
gation by which man is bound to the practice of virtue and the 
performance of all relative dutie<?, — V. The doctrine is true, but 
Hurncr's inteoiioo to make tbe mare aa example of il, seei^* raUi« 
er doubtful. 
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To Agamemnon g»ve ; alio mt dte pribe 

At which he purchas'd absence ftom the war, 

And safe eojoymeat of his ease at home ; 

For Jove had much enrich'd him» and he held 

In Sicyon bis magnificent abode* 

Her wing'd with ankmr, Menekua yok'd. 

AntilochiM^ ariaing fourtht hia ateeds « 

Bright. man M prepared, son of the valiant king i 

Of Pyhia, Neater NeletadeSi 

Of Pylian breed were they, and thus his «re, 

With kind intent approaching to hia side, 

' Advia*d him» of himaelf not uninfbrm'd. 

Antilochus ! Thou art, I know, belov*d 
By Jove and Neptune both|lnMafriK»B» thoa<g|h jw i ig, 
Thoa hast reeeiv'd intelligence and akill 
Equestrian, and hast little need to leanu* 
Thou know'at already how to trim the goal 
With nicest art ; yet wonderous slow of fi)Ot 

^ Horace telis at diat be who hatlott hb ail, is ready for 1117 
enterprise, and Heiaer thit t dek laeD will pejr a largt: price for 
idleoeit. They were both intelligent ia huiqao eatam A^a* 
memnon also judged wUely, preferriog a good steed to a bad 
aoldier. 

' He was beloved by both ; but though the poet speaks con- 
junctively, as the translation does, he yet means to ascribe his skili 
in driving to the insiruciioiis of Neptune only — V. For thai skill, 
find the glory of having produced eveu ihe borse itself, arc attri- 
butes of NepluuCf not of Jupiter. 

^ Tuque 69 cui prima fiementem 
Fudit equum, magno tellus percussa tridentif 

Neptune ! 

Viiig.Georgt Lib, 1. 13. 
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■ 

Thy coursers are, 'whence evfl may ensue. 
But UKHigh their steeds be swifter, I account 
Tliee wise, »t least, as they. Now is the time 
For counsel, furnish now thy mind with all 
IVecau&Mi, that tbe prize escape thee not. 
The feller of huge trees by skill prevails 
Moae than by strength; by skill the pilot guides 
His flying bark rockM by tempestuous winds, 
And more by skill ^han speed the race is won* 
For he UmI in his lighter chariot trusts 
And in his swifter steeds, neglects the rein, 
Andy borne at raAdom, heeds not where he roves ; 
But' the adept, though tardier steeds he drive. 
With steadfast eye fix'd ever on the goal 
First trims it well, then, constant to the course, 
Leaves far the fleet, but inexpert, behind. 
Now mark ; I will desoibe so plain the goal 
That thou shalt know it surely. A dry stump 
Extant above the ground an ell in height 
Stands yonder ; eidier oak it is, or pine 
More likely, which the weather least impairs. 

# 

Two vrinte atones, wherfr the way is narrow VI most, 

On each side flank it, but the course around 
Lisa level. Ii is either, as I thmk, ' 
A monument of one long since deceased, 
Or was, perchance, in ancient days designed, 
'As now by Beleas* mighty son, a goaL 
That mark in view, thy steeds and chariot push 
Near to it as thou may'st ; reclining, then, 
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But gently, as thou sittest, to the left, 

Thy right-hand hone prick Binardy, cfaaileiige Hm 

And give him rein ; but make his fellow-steed 

Bear on the goal so closeiy, that ita head 

Seem grated by the centre of thy wheek 

Yet fear to strike the stone, lest foul disgrace 

Of broken cfawiol and of crippled sleeda 

Ensue, and thou become the public jest. 

My boy bek>v'd ! uae caution ; £or if once 

ThoQ turn the goal at apeed, no man thenceforth 

Shall reach, or if he reach, shall pass thee by. 

Although Arion in thy lear he dfofe 

Adrastus' rapid horse of race divine, 

Or even Laomedon'a, the boast of Tray.' 

With such precautions Nestor for the race 
Uis son prepared) and to his seat retum'd. 
Meriones hia cottrsera g^0Bay-maA*d 
Made ready last. Then each his chariot-seat 
Asoendedy and the k»ta wore thmm ; klaoMlf 
Achilles shook them. First, forth leap'd the lot 

^TiMhialDrf «f AfiaaatgifwibthBSelitllaaittiiia. Hhf^ 
tone beiog emmonrcd of Erynaliy in tbe fima of m bone enjof^ 
ber near to a Bfleouao fountain called Tilphusa. The fruit of their 
amour was the hone fai queatiooi which on aodioant of hit eieei* 
knee waanaoed Arion. Neptune prcientedhiai to Copreaa,ldag 
of Haliartua a city in Boeotiat and he to Hercotea at that time hia 
gueat Hercnies, after employing him succestfoUy la a chariot 
race at Troezene, wbera ha coaqvcred Cfcafoa the m of Maft» 
gave Inm to Adrastus s and to the speed of Arion Adraatua W)u.in- 
dehled for hb eacape from the Theban war, which he alone aor- 
vived.— B. 8i V. 
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Of Nestor's son Antiloclms, after whom 
The (uqg £iimdii8 took his dcada'd pkoe. 



The third was Mcnelaus, valiant chief ; 

Meriooest the fourth ; and la^ of all 

Bravest of all, henne Diomede 

The son of Tydeus took his lot to drfve. 

So iBDg'd they stood ; Addles ahowHl the goiA 

Far on the charapaigne, nigh to which he plac'd 

The godlike Phieniat servant of his 

To mark the race and make a true report. 

AU rais- d the lash together, with the reios, 
AH smole their steeds^ and orgM Aem to the- strife 
Vociferating ; they with rapid pace 
Scouring the field soon left the fleet afinr. 
Dark, like a stormy cloud, up rose the dust 
Beneath them, and their undulating manes 
Play'd in the breezes ; now, the levd fi^M 
With gliding course, the rugged, now, they pasa'd' 



With bounding wheels aloft ; mean^dme erect 

The drivers stood ; with palpitating heart 
Each sou^t the prize ; each urg'd his steeds aloud ; 
They, flying, fill'd with dust the darken'd air. 
But when, the bound'iy pass'd, they tum'd again 
To the gray deep, then, straining most, the steeds 
Their inborn courage show'd* Eumelus, drawn 
By his swift mares, flew foremost ; after whom. 
His Trojan horses in such close pursuit 
Bore Dk)mede, that their uplifted hoa& 
Seem'd entering, still, the chariot ; on his neek 

VOL. II. 45 




Digitized by Google 



Ml ILIAD XXIIL 4et^6. 

Eumelas felt tkeir panted bieatfaing^ vam, 

A nd their heads rested on him as they ran. 
Then had Tydi4es jp^ss'd biflQy or had made 
. Decision dabioosy bot AfxiUo atruck, 
Resentful^ from his hand the glittering scouigc/ 
He wept for ai^ger wept to^aee the mam 
Swift finom die fin*^ now swifter, and hiis o«m , 
Unstimulated courseis thrown behind. 
But PaUaa quick percciT'd Apolto'a art 
To check Tydides ; instant to his aid 
The goddeas hastgdi to his vacant hand 
His w|up mtor'd, androusM his steeds to ruiw 
FolIowi])g Eumelus, next, with furious force 
$he 8iiapp*d his yoke ; wide .flew the atartted mares 
And the k)08c pole drqpp^d end-long to the grooiidi^ 
He, from his chariot roU^dt beside the wheel 
With lacerated eibowa,- nostrils, mouth. 
And batter 'd brows, lay prone ; grief fill'd his cyci, 
And choak*d iua vmce. Then Diomede at once 
Shot forward, wlule Mumrva fill'd hb steeds 
Wiih double force, a^id made his v ictory sure. 
Ifim foiUow'd Menebfis amber-hair'd^ 
The son of Atneus, and his father's steeds 
Encoura^^ig^ thus^pake Antilo^luui. 
Away'-Ti^.stietch ye foiwaid to the goaL 

* Kcscmful of tlic attack made on Iiim by Dioraedc in the fifth 
book ; but Apollo had other reasons, as we learn from Homer, for 
impeding Diomede in favour of Eunieius ; for his mares he bad 
bred iuuibclf while in the serrice of Ailoaetua his iather.— V. 
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I bid you not to an unequal strife 
' With those of DiQaiede, for Fallas adds 
Fresh tpeedte them, and makes Ms vidoiy mm. 
But reach the son of Atreus, flv to reach 
His steeds and tany not ; ah, ne'er be sham'd 
Indefibly by ^the, by a maret 
Why £ill ye thus behind, my noblest steeds ? 
For, tmst me, fiivour none shall yie xieoeive 
At venerable Nestor's hands, but wounds 
And instant death, if lingering ye disgrace 
Yourselves and me with an m&riour pfiiw* 
Haste then — pursue him—reach the royal chief—- 
And how to pass him in yon narrow way 
Shall be my eare, and not my care tn vain. 

He ccas'd ; they^ starting at his menace, rai^ 
With swifter pace aidiile, and Nestor's son 
Now, suddenly, the hollow strait pcrceiv'd. 
It was a chasm abrupt, where winter-floods, 
Wearing the soil, had gullied deep the way* 
Thither Atridcs, anxious to avoid 
A dash of chariots drove, and diitfaer drove 
Also, but somewhat devious fitim hb track, - 
Antilochus. Then Menelaus fear'd, 
And with loud voice die son of Nestor haii'd* 
Antilochus I mad driver ! check thy steeds. 
Too narrow here, the way will widen soon ^ 
And thou may'st pass. Beware, lest chariot clos^ 
To chariot driven, thou maim tliyself and me. 
Heceas'ds Antilochus, as if die voice 



Sff6 ILIAD XXUL SI<~S44. 

Had M'd to rach him* kshVi hb stoedt ti# 

And swifter still approached. Soon, far as flies 

The quoit by some broMi-&boiilder'd atripliog buri'd 

In trial of hu fioroe, he shot before ; ^ ^ 

While Meuelaus, slackening, by design, 

H» drivings feU behind; kat, hody bent 

On ynctory, vndm tStmt narrow pass 

The steeds should jusUe, and, coDtending» raU 

Both chariolBerB and ohariota in die doat 

Then Menelaus thus his heat reprov'd. 

Andlochua! with no joat cauae die Gneks 
Extol diy virtue^ Ibr a* worse dam dwn 
Lives not ; nor shall the pri^e, unless on 09th 
That thou deserv'st it» even now be tlmie« 

He said, and to bb coursers ealPd aloud. 
Ah be not tardy ; stand not soirpw-check'd} 
Their feet will faii them sooner fiur than youiSi 
For ) cars have pass'd since ihcy had youtli to boast. 

He spake, and was obej'd ; for at hk voio^ 
His steeds both starting to a swifter pace 
Approach 'd the foremost soon. Mean- time, thcGreeks^ 
All seated on the plain* the oomaera eyed ; 
They, flying, filPd with dust the darkcn'd air. 
Then, first, (for from an emmenoe behind 
He overloofc'd the throng) the king of Crela 
Dbtinguish'd, though remote, his voice who drove» 
And knew the leading horse ; for, on his front, 
Round as the moon a silver blaze he bore, 
And his bright hue was ru^t all b^ldc$< 
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He m9d mcti and to the Greeks he cried. 

Friends ! chiefs and senators of Argoii' host ! 
Discera i sole the steeditt or aiso ye 7. 
The steeds now foremost* and the chailiileer 
Seem other than they were. The mares, of late 
VktariooSy somewhere have reoeiv'd a ioM; 
Them first arriving at the goal I saw. 
But, thoi^ the plain lies open to my view . 
From side to side, can aee ihem, now* no more. 
Either the driver hath let slip the reins, 
Or, rouadiog not successfully the goal* 
Bath fidlen finm his chariot which is maiaVl* 
And his ungovern'd steeds have roam'd away. 
Arise and look ye forth yourselves* for I 
With doiibtfollEen hdiold him ; yet the man 
Seems, in my view* i£tolian by descent* 
A chief of prime renown io Argos* host* 
The hero T) deus' son, brave Dionicdc# 

But Ajax OiUades the swift 
BeprovM him sharply. Wherefore always given 
To prate, Idomeneus ? thou seest the mares* 
Jiemole indeed* but posting to die goaL 
Thou art not so mach yoongest of us aU, 
Nor hast an eye of so much keener sight 
Than others* yet thou pratest ; though reapeet 
By silence shown might more become thee Jiere* 
Where better sit and wiser too than thou. 
The marea whidi led, lead still, and he who drives 
Cumelus is* the same who drove before. 
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To whom llie Cratsn chief, inoens'dy i^ej[diecl« *' 
Ajax ! whom none in wrangling can excel 
Qr rudeness, though in aU beside thou &U 
Below Argives, being boorish-rough» 
Come now— a tripod let us wager each. 
Or cauldnm, and let Agamemnon judge 
Whose horses lead, diat, losing, thotf ^may^st karo. 

He said ; then sudden from his seat up sprang 
Swift Ajax Ottadea, pnpar'd ' 
For liarsh retort, nor liad the contest ccas'd 
Between them, but had grown from aU to worse, 
Had hot himself, AeMttBs, iMerposAd. 

Ajax— Idomeneus — abstain ye both 

From bitter speedi offrarive, and such terms 

At ill become yoo. Ye would feel, yourselves, 

» 

](lesentment, should another act as ye. 
Bmwl not, but sit spectators of the race 
As others sit ; by competition wing'd 
Themselves will soon arrive, when all alike 
Shall kem at onoe who fbUows and who leads. 

He spake, and lashing with a ceaseless forc^ 
The shoulders of his steeds, TyMescame, 
Now, fuU in view V they, lifting high die hoof 
At every stroke, leaped lightly to the goaL 
With drops of fliingled dust and' sweA all o'te- 
They showered their driver ; close upon their heels 
Radiant with tin and gold the chariot ran 
Scarce leaving wh^-marks in the dost behind. 
}le stood in tiic mid-circus ; there the sweat 
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lUia'd under them from neek and chest profiAm 

And Diomede from his resplendeot seat 

Leaping, reclin'd his scourge against the yoke* 

Nor was his friend biave Stbendus tmrn. 

But, seizing with alacrity the prize, 

Consigned the tripod and the viiggii fim. 

To his own band in charge ; then, kxs^dthe sleedsif 

Next came, by stratagems not speed advanq'd 

To that distinction^ Nestor's son, whom jet. 

The hero Menelaus close pursued^ 

Near as the wh(Belipui$ue8 a couBser^ heels 

DraiRdiig his< master at foU speed ; his tail 

With its extremest hairs the feU^ siveeps 

That close attends hiia o^er. the ^pacioua pfautt« 

So near had Menelaus now approach'd 

Antilochus; for though at irsl be M 

A foU quoit's caBt behind, he soon retriev'd 

That loss, with such increasing speed the mam 

Of Agamemnon, bright-hair'd -*thc, ram. 

She, had the course few paces more to both 

Afforded, shonld have dearly shot beyond 

' TbittripodwssaAerwaTdilepoiitedfailbetemiite of Apollo 
DelplMM,ss appears hytlNi&lloiitiageyipaM. , 

Kmimt Ummn irafoi w}mrv9 'SXAnWwOT.— -B. fe V. 

I, now a Pythian oniamcnt, was once 
A prize for Grecian charioteers at Troy, 
And am the tripod wluch Achilks gave 
At his friead'a funsna, and Xydidea wot>. 
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Andlochas, nor dubious kft the prize. « * . , 
Bot fiobfe Afeaefeos thivw behind 

Meriones, companion in the field 
Of king Jdomeiieusy a kmoe'? ^igt)t, . , 
For aiowesi were his sleeds, and he, to rule 
Xhe chariot in the race, least skili'd of all. * 
Last came Euaidus^ 4nwing to the goal» 
Himself, his splendid chariot, and his mares 
Driving before him. Pekus' son 
Beheld hhn nvitb compassion, and, atfrfd 
The Argives, in wing'd accents thus he spake. 

The best comes bet, and comes on foot behind 
His coursers, lust it ivere that he recdv'd 
* The second prize ; Tydides claims the &xsu* 

He said, and all applauded the awaid. 
Then had Achilles to J Aimclus given 
The mare (for such the pleasure seem*d of ail) 
Had not the son of mighty Nestor risen, 
Antilochus, who pleaded thus his right. 

Achilks 1 acting as thou hast proposed. 
Thou shalt offend me much, for thou shalt take 
The prize from me, beoiuse the gods made vain 
His efforts, and no fiulote of his own. 
He should have offer'd prayer ; then had he not 
Arriv'd, as now, the hindmost of us all/ 

• Achilles gives us here a lesson of compassion toward those 
whose success falls short tif their just pretensions, and teaches us 
that \vc sliould not suffer fortune to triumph over merit. — V. 

' This is strong ar^';ument. For if the gods interposed to dis- 
■ppoint EumeluA on account of an omitted duty, which b oot con* 
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But if thou pity him, and deem it good, * 

Thou hast much gold, much brass, and many sheep 

In thy pavilion ; thou hast maidens fair. 
And coursers aha Qsve him when thou wilt 
From these a richer prize, or give it now, 
And we will praise thee ; but this mare is mine ; 
Else, come the chimant forth, and fight with me. 

He ended, and Achilles, godlike chief, 
Smil'd on him, gratulating his success. 
Whom much he lov'd; then, ardent, dms replied. 

Antilochus ! if thou would 'st wish me give 
Eumeltts of my own, even so I will. 
I will present to him my corslet bright 
Won from Asteropaeus, edg'd around 
With glittering tin ; a precious gift, and-nre. 

So saying, he bade Automedon his friend 
Produce it from the tent ; he at his word 
Departing, to Achilles brought the spoil. 
Which at his hands Eumelus glad receiv'd. 
Then, stung with grief, and with 'resentment fir'd 
Immeasurable, Menelausrose 
To charge Antilochus. His herald gave 
The sceptre to his hand, and (silence bidden 
To all) the godlike hero thus began.' 

tni£ct«d hf Achilles or any other, then, Acliilles, allottiog the 
nwre to Eumelus, should have defeated their intentions, and tare 
^vci^her to him from whom they had withheld her^V. 

• Menelaus, on this occasion, receives the sceptre from the her- 
ald because he purposes to address the assembly, and Antilochas 
uses it not) because his reply is to Menelaus only. — V. 

TOL. II. 46- 
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Andlochus! ob hmtofoce discrete i I* 
Wbal fa»t diou done ? Thoo hast dia^'d my sUi 

And wrong'd my coursers foully, throwing thine, 
Inferiour far, before tbem. Chie£i of Greece ! 
Impartial judge between us, lest, of theae, 
Some say hereafter, Meoelaus bore 
AntOochua by fobehood down; and kd 
The mare away, because, although his steeds 
Were worse, hb ann was mig^itier, and prevail'di: 
Yet hold— myself will judge, and will to all 
Contentment give, for I will judge aright. 
Hither, Antilochua, ittuatrioua youth ! 
Perform my just demand. Thy whip reaom'd. 
Stand forth before thy chariot ; touch thy steed^ 
And swear by Neptune, that no guile or art 
Thou hast cmploy'd, nor wilfully devis'd 
Means to retard my chariot'a speedier course. 

Then, prudent, thus AnUlochus rqilied* 
Oh royal Menelaus ! patient bear 
The fault of one thy junbr far, in years 
Alike unequal and in worth to thee. 
Thou know'st how rash is youth, and how propense 
To pass the bounds by decency prescribM, 
Quick, but not wise. Lay, then, thy wrath aside ; 
The mare now given me I will myself 
Deliver to thee, and if thou require 
A larger recompense, will rather yield 
A larger much than from thy fevour fall 
Deservedly for ever, mighty prince ! 



ILIAD XXIII. 702— 72S. 563 

And sill so heinously against tlie gods. ' 1 
So saying, the son valiant Nestor led 
The mare, hiniaetfy to MenelaiiB' hand. 
Who with heart-freshening joy the prize received. 
As on die ears of growing corn the dews • 
Fall grateful, while the spiry grain erect 
Bristles the fields, so, Menelaus, felt 
Thy inmost soal a soothing pleasure sweeCl 
Then answer thus the hero quick retum'd* 

Antilocfaus! thy gentleness of speech 
Subdues me. Thou wast never heretofore 
Vain or perverse, and heat of yooth alone 
Warp'd from its course thy sober judgement, now. 
Yet safer is it not to overreacli 
Superiours ; for no other Gredan here 
Had my extreme displeasure calm'd so soon. 
But thou hast sofoM much, and much hast toU'd|, 
As thy good father and thy brother have, 
On my behalf; I, therefore, yield, subdued 
By thy entreaties, and the mare, though mine. 
Will also i^ve thee, that these Grecians all 
May know me neither proud nor hard to appease/ 

f Many of the incideDts of this nee migbi occur in a narratiTe 
of a modern one ; so similar are the workings of bumsn natare 
in similar drcnmstanccs, in til ages and coumries. In the Gre* 
dan circus, we see, as well as on the English race-grounds, dis- 
putes arose, wagers were Udd* quarrels ensued, and sometimes 
£gbtlngs. But the resemblance can be traced no farther. An- 
liloGbus, put to his oath, and required by Menelaus to swear that 
he had practised no foul play, cmisclous of the contrary, declmes 
die oath, confesses the trick of which he is accused, and makes 
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HesBidy and to Nofmon friend in arms » * 
Of Nestor*8 S6n resignM the mare, himself - 
Taking the polibh*d cauldron in her stead. 
The fourth awarded lot (for he had fourth 
Arriv'd) Mcrioncs asserted next, • ■ 
The golden talenU ; but the phial stiU 
Left unappropriated Aclulles bore 
Across the circus in his hand, a gift 
To ancient Nestor, whom he thus bespake. 

Take thou, my father ! and keep this in alOfe» 
That thou may'st ever In remembrance hold 
Tins funeral of my Bnsad ; for with the Greek» 
He ne'er shall mix again. Receive a prize, 
Thine by gratuity ; for thou must wieki 
The Gsestiis, wrestle, at the spear contend. 
Or in the foot-race (fallen as thou art 
Into the wane of life) henceforth no more. 

He spake, and plac'd it in his hands. He, glad. 
Receiving it, in accents wing'd replied. 

True, oh my son ! is all which thou hast said. 
These limbs, these hands, young friend ! (their vigour 
lost) 

No longer, darted from die shoulder, spring 
At once to battle. Ah that I could grow 
Young yet again, could feel again such force 

an apology ; diicoverin^ in his behaviour a liberality and a piety, 
together with ati ini^einiuvjsnrss ol disposition, such fts seldoiD 
find, perhaps, a parallel un like occasiuns in the occurrences oC 
Newmarket. " 
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Athletic, as when in Buprasium erst • . • ' 

The £peaiis with sepulctuai pomp e^tomb'd 
Kii^ AmaiTiioetts, .vheip his sons ordain'd 
Funereal gaiiiei> iu hotiour of their sire 1 
Epean none or even Pjlian there 
Could cope with me, or yet iiitolian bold. 
Boxing, 1 vanquish'd Ciytomedes, son 
Of Enops ; wrestling, the Pleuroaian chief 
AncsBus » foil'd Iphidus in the race 
A ruimer of prime speed* and over-pitdi'4 
Phyleus and Polydorus at the spear. 
The sons of Ai^ in the chariot-course 
Akme svrpass'd me, being two fer one. 
And jealous both kst I should also win 
That prize, §at to the^victor charioteer 
They had assigned the noblest prize of all.^ 
They were tfrin-brothers, and one rul'd the steeds, 
The steeds one nil'd, the other laah'd them on.* 
' Such once was I ; but now, thei»e sports I leave 
To younger ; me submisdon most befits 
To withering age, who then outshone the best. 
But go. The funeral of thy friend with games 
Proceed to celebrate ; I aceept thy gih 
With pleasure ; and my heart is also glad 
That thou art mindful evermore of one 
Who loves thee, and in sight of all the Greeks 

* Tliis twm-monstcr or double man called the MoUoDS, bu 
been already noticed. See Uie note on L. 854 of B. XI* 

' The repetition follows the origioaL 
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Such honour yiel4'at me as mj ycm dcmmd* * • 
May the gods bless thee for it nore and MOie I 

He spake, and Peleus' son, when had heard 
At large hb cdtimeadatkm firom the Iqps 
Of Nestor, through th* assembled Greeks retum'd* 
He next propo&i'dy not lig^ly to be woa^ 
The boxer's priae. He tetiior'd dowii a naUb 
Untam'd and hard to tame, but strong to toilf 
And in her prime of vigQvr» in the midst; 
A goblet to Yanqnish'd he assigaVly 
Then stood erect, and to the Greeks exokim'd. 

Ye sons of Atreus ! and ye nttmerans Gieekal 
Behold the boxer's prize. Come two, the best 
And stoutest forth,, wkh hfted fists on high 
To wage fierce confl^. Whom Apcllo most 
Shall favour, and yourbclvcs shall with one yoice 
FronoQooe victosious, he shall lead the mule 
Hence to his tent ; the vanquish*d takes the onpw' 

He spake, and at his word a Greek arose 
Big, bold» and skil&l in the boxer's art| 
Epeiis, son of Pnnopcus ; his hand 
He on the mule unpos'd, and thus he said* 

Approach the man ambitiook of the cop! 

* Phorbas, the strongest man of his day, and haughty as he 
was strong, was likewise a great proficient in the art of boxing. 
He conjpcHed all his guests to box with him, and, having van- 
quished, slew them. At length, rendered Biill prouder by success, 
he challenged the gofls to contend with him, and was conquered 
and slain by ApoUo. Hence Apollo became the patroQ of boxcr«. 
— B. & V. 
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For no AiAiian here Ml widi his fist 

ATe foiling, win the mule. I boast myself 
Xoallsuperioon* May it not suffice 
That I pretend not to superiour powers 
In battle? 8kiU in all tlungs none may boast.^ 
But this I promise, and will well perfbnn— 
My blows shall rend his flesh and crush his bones 
To spiSnten ; therefore let Ids friends be nig^ 
To bear his batter'd carcase from the field. 

He ended, and his speech ^oond no teplf. 
One godlike chief alone, Euryalus, 
Son of the king Medsteus, who, himself 
Sprang from Talaion, opponte arose. 
He erst, in Thebes arriving, at the games 
. Held there %att Oedipus deceas'd, had proved 
Superiour to tlie whole Cadmeaii race.* 
Him Diomede the brave ior fight prepared, 
Giving him all encouragement, for much 
He wish'd him victory. First then he threw 

* Tlie Scholiast well remarks on this passage that to confess in*, 
feriority in some poiius and w lie re wc are conscious of it, gains 
credit 10 our pretensions in otiicrs. — V. Thus Acbilies in tho 
18th Book, conversing %yith Thetis on the death of Patroclus, 
while he asserts himself the chief of waniorS) acknowlAlges that 
in council be is surpassed by others. 

f Some say that Meclsteus the fiuber of Euryaliis is the penon 
to whom the poet ascribes these victories gained at the funeral of 
Oedipus i— V* but the most natural construction of the original &- 
Tours the opinion that Euryalus himself is intended ; it is reasona- 
ble likewise to suppose that he to whom Homer gives the victory 
here, b the person whose victories gained elsewhere he means to 
celebrate \ and this interpretation was preferred by Crates. 
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His Cincture to Wm ;• next, he gave turn dioi^ . 

Cut from the hide of a wild buffalo/ 

Both gilt around, into the midst they mov'd. 

Then, lifting high their brawny arms, and fists 

Mingling with fists, to furious fight they fell ; 

Dire was the crash of jawa, and the.awtat stream'd 

From every limb. Kpeus fierce advanc'd, 

And while £uryalus with cautious eye 

Watch'd his advantage, paali'd lum on Ac dtmA. 

He stood no longer, but, his limbs beneath 

His weight subsiding, to the ground he fclL 

As when, the north-Wind freshenii^, near Ae bank 

Up springs a fish in air, then falls again 

And disappears beneath the sable flood* 

So, at the stroke he boiu^dcd. But Epeiis, 

Heroic chief, uprais'd him by his haod» 

And all his friends assembling led him thence 

Step dragging after step, ejecting blood 

Coagulated, and at every pace 

Rolling his head languid from side to nde. 

They plac'd him all unconscious on a seat 

In his own band, dien fetch'd his priae, the cup. 

• The cincture worn in Homer's days by all aihlctics, reached 
from the waist to the feci ; Ijui, after his time, it happened in the 
public panics at Athens, that tht- foot of a combatant being en- 
tangled in his cincture, he fell ai.tJ v.'n d on the bpot. This acci- 
dent gave occasion to a law made when ilippomcnos was archon, 
that they should h^^hi naked, and hence the place of contest was 
named Gymnasium — V. 

^ With which they bound on the caestus. 



4 



ILIAD ^III. 838^863. m 

gdier fff&Ecs, then, Adulks plac*^ 

In view of all ; the sturdy wrestler's meed. ^ 
A large hearth-tr^wdt valued by the Oiceks 

» 

At twice six beeves, should pay the victor's toil ; 
But for the vaoquiah'dy in the midst he set 
A damsel in domestic arits expert. 
Four beeves her value. He arose and said. 

Appear ye now who shall this prize dispute. 
Bo spake tiie sq«i of Pdeus ; then arose 
Huge Tclamonian Ajax, and up stood 
Ulysses also^ in all wiles adept. 
Both girt around, into the midst they mov'd. 
With sturdy gripe each other seizing fiut. 
Like rsfters of a lofty dome tliey stood 
The work of some skill'd architect, a safe 
Unfiuling shelter from the wintry storm. 
The back of each tugg'd forcibly sent forth 
A creaking sound with briny sweat profuse 
l*beb bodies streamM; and many a cirimsan whelk 
On their broad flanks and brawny shoulders sprang. 
Such was their contest^ and such fierce desire 
Each feh' to bear the splendid tripod home. 
Nor could Ulysses from his station move 
And case down Ajaz, nor could Ajax him 
Unsettle, fix'd so firm Ulysses stood. 
But wbeni loog time expectant^ all the Greeks 

' t#I^^Uia a clrcmMiiaee on vliich the SeboUstt obtetvet 
llwt it teotet In • wmtler the greatest pOMible Milf ttreogth 
•ad finnacw of podtioii^V. 

T0&. u. 4r 
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Grew weary, then) huge Ajax him bespakc. 

Laertes' noble aon, for wiles reoowa'd I ^ 
Lift, or be lifted, and let Jove decide.* * 

He said, and heav'd Ulysses. Then, his wiles 
Forgat not'be, but od the ham bdiind 
Chopp'd him ; the limbs of Ajax at the stroke 
Disabled sank ; he fell supine, and bore 
Ul]^8 cloae adhering to hb chest 
Down with him. Wonder riveted all eyes.' 
Him, next, Ulysses heav'd; but ere again 
He stood erect, his knee between the knees 
Of Ajax lock'd ; thus struggling down they fcU^ 
And, all with dust defil'd, lay side by side.' 
Nor had ihcy ccas'd, but bhould at once have risen 
To a third conflict, had not, from his seat 
Upstarting, thus Achilles interposM. 

Strive not together more ; cease to exhaust 
Each other's force ; ye both have eam'd the priae* 
Depart alike requited, and give place 
To other Gixcians who shall next contend.' 

* It was ihc custom on such occasions for the wrestlers, in ordci? 
to accelerate the decisiun, to afford each other by mutual conseitt 
a fair opportunity to try the strength ; sometimes offering the neck, 
■omciimea the loius, and not seldom even the foot to tlicir antago- 
aiat. — V. 

* They wondered to see Ajix tbrown by a imn older than be 
and in itrength inferiour^V, 

* I have given what acems to me the moat probable interpretap 
tion, and aucb k one aa to aoy peraon who has ever wttaeiscd » 
wwinlmg ■mh| will, I premme, appear iatelKglblew 

* Ajax, lifting Ulysses, escefled in the first Instance ; aatf 
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« 

He tpake ; they glad complied, and wiping off ' 
The dusty put on ihdr tunics. Thenagsiin 
AcI^Ies otlicr prizes yet propos'd, 
The rapid runner's meed. He iirst produced 
A silver goblet of six measures ; eaith 
Own'd not its like for elegance of form. 
Skilful Sidoiuan artists had around 
Embellish'd it/ and o'er the sable deep 
Phoenician merchants into Lemnos' port 
Had borne it» and the boon to Thoas given 
But Jason's son, £uneus, in exchange 
For Priam's son Lycaon had consign*d 
The treasure to Patrodus fam'd in arms. 
Achilles this, in honour of his friend, 
i^t forth, the swiftest runner's bright reward. 
An huge fiit ox he to the second gave. 
And half a golden talent to the last. 
He stood erect, and to the Ored^s he cried. 

Now stand ye forth who shall this prize dispute. 
He said, and instant at his word arose 
Swift Ajax (Hliades; op spiang 

Ulysscii, supplaining Ajax, while he was lifted, in the second. The 
next fall is undcraiood by some to have been the fall of Ulysses 
pulled down by the %?eight of Ajax j — V. but it seems evident that 
the former by a twist of the knee threw the lauer, and for that 
reason had the advantage though he fell al»o. 

« The Sidoniaot wen celebrated sot «ily«s most ingtaiMBtatt^ 
ists, but a* great adepts in science iliDi eepeciaUf im Mliwiuiiij 
Md ambawtisal rakuriatiwi^. 

' KingoFLenraofi. 
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The shrewd Ulysses next, and after him 

Brave Nestor's son Antilochus, with whom 

None vied in speed of all the youths of Greece, . 

They stood prepared. Achilles show'd the goal. 

At once all started. Ajax led the course, 

Oileus' son, and closely at his heels 

Ulysses ran. Near as some cinctur'd m^^ 

Industrious, holds the distaff to her breast. 

While to and fro with practised finger neat 

Tending the flax she draws it to a thread, 

So near Ulysses foUow'd him, and press'd 

His footsteps, ere the dust they rais'd had falljen^ * 

Pouring his breath into his neck behind, 

And never slackening pace. His ardent thirst 

Of victory with acclamations loud 

All seconded, and, eager, bade him on. 

And now, the contest shortening to a close, / 

Ulysses suddenly a silent prayer 

To azure-eyed Minerva tlius preferred. 

Oh goddess, hear, assist me in the race ! 
Such was his prayer ; with which Minerva pleas'd, 
Freshened his limbs, and made him light to run. 
And now, when in one moment they should both 
Have darted on the prize, then, Ajax' foot 
Sliding, he fell ; for where the dung of beeves 
Slain for Patroclus overspread the soil. 
Even there Minerva* tripp'd him. Ordure foul 

*. That is to say, Ulyssc- ; who from the first intending it? bad 
jym close behind him. 
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His mouth and nostrils filled/ and tbus it chanced 

» 

That Laertiaiie^ ^viug first 

The gdbkt won, aiid he the fetted ox..* 

He gra^p'd his horn, and sputicring as he stood 

The ordure forth, umid them all exdaimVL 

Ah^PaUas tripp'd my footsteps ; she attends 
l%88es ever with a mother'iiGaiw. 

Loud laughM the Grecians. Then, tfaemnnaiitpriM 
.AnUlochus receivings s^^I'd and said. 

Ye need not, ftUow-warrbr^ to be 1aii|^ ' 
That now, as ever, the immortal gods 
UoDoor on seniority bestow. 
Ajax is elder, yet not much, than L 
But liatrtiades was bom in times 
Long past, a dnef coeval with oor sires. 
Not young, but vigorous ; and, of the Greeks 
Achilles may alone contend with him. 

So saying, the merit of superiour speed 
To Pekus' son he gave, who thus replied^ 

Antilochus ! thy praise of me shall provo 
Not fruitless to thyself; the talent halved . 
Siall not suffice for thee ; receive it wkotf. ' 

He spal^e, and in his hand a talent plaofd 
JCntife; faejoyfyllythegiftieoeiv'd* 
Achilles, then, Sarpedon's arms produc'd, ■ 
^tripp'd from hini by Patroolais» hi^ long spear, 

* He had diapniad with U/ommnh mch his swIpi^ Id unit 
foawa and diswwgscffa^ ii. Ujcusfero paniphM kkikn msitli. 
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Helmet, and shield^ which in the midst he plac'd. 
He 8tood erect, and to the Greeks he cried. 

I call for two brave warriors arm'd> to prove 
£a£h others skiU with weapons keen, thb prise 
Disputing, next, in presence of us alL 
Who first shall through his armour reach the skin 
Of Itts antagonist,* and shali diaw^his blood, • 
Be his this argent- studded Thracian bladei ' 
My spoil from bold Astetopsens won. 

ThcbC other arms shall be their common meed, 

And I will banquet both within my tent. 

He said ; then Telamonian Ajax huge 
Arose, and opposite arose the son 
Of warlike Tydeus, Dtomede-the brave. 

Apart from all the multitude each put 

» 

His armour on, then morM into the midst, 

Lowering terrific and on fire to fight. 

The host look'd on amaz'd. Approaching each 

The other, thrice they sprang to the assaalt. 

And thrice struck hand to hand. First, Ajax picrc*d 

The buckler of Tydides, but the flesh 

Attained not, baffled by his mail within.' 

But DioiMde his spear high*pois*d above 

* ■ 

" Ajtxicomctfpsoff^fttrwigtli, ttrfk** immedkitely at 
thiddof Diomede, wUcb do pierces; but Dlomede, despairiftg 
to pierce tlutt of Ajax, m well he might, attomptt to reach hU 
«iitagonietoferiL*^& Tbecendvctof Ajax, thenefere, provea 
nety as tome bare Mfdv^V. his jjcnerosity, nor that of Diomed« 
bis waat of It ; nethinf^ in thort is proved but the strength of o«c, 
and the presence of mind of the other. 
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The 9evcn*ibld shield aiin'd ever at the neck 
Of Ajax ; for whose fife akrm'd, the Greeks 
Enjoin'd them to desist and share the prize.* 
But the huge fiuilchkm with its sheath and belt*— 
Achilles them on Diomcdc bcbtow'd. 

The heiOy next, an iron clod produced 
Bough from die forge, and wont to task the might 
Of king Eetion ; but, when him he slew, 
PeUdes, glorious due^. with odier spoils 
From Thebes convey 'd it in his fleet to Troy.' 
He stood erecty and to the Greeks he cried. 

Come forth who also shall this prize dbputei 
How iar soe'er remote the winner's fields, • 
This lump shall serve hb wants five circling years ; 
No lack of iron shall his plougher send 
Or shepherd to the cily-roart to buy. 
But he shall have for sale when others need. 

Then Folypcetes brave in fight arose, 
Arose Leonteus also, godlike chief, 
With Telamonian Ajax, and, who won 
The boxer's prize, Epeiis. Rang'd they stood 
In order, and Epciis sci:d'd the clod. 

* It U said that Hercules, arriving in Sularois soon after the 
kirtb of Ajax, took tlw diiki in his arms and folded him in his li- 
on's tkin, affirming at the same timo that it would render him in- 
vulnerable. When grown, he proved lo, except in tho neck; 
which part bj accident had been left uncovered.— V. 

^ The A«rwc and the sJliUf differed in this, that the former was 
flat and hollow in the middle, and Uie latter round und solid. — B. 
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He swung, he cast it, and the Grecians laugh'd.* 
Leonteus» brandh of Manr, nest hdhr'd it forth. 

4 

. Huge Telamonian Ajax with strong arm 
DismissM h thirds and overpitch'd them botii 
But wfieA- brave Poiypobtes ieiif'd die niass^ 
Far ^iis the vigorous herdsman flings his Staff 
Which twirKng flks hb domerotts beetes bdtwee^ 

• . So &r his cast outmeasorM idl t>eside; 

And the host shouted.' Then arose the Greeks 
Of PoiyiMBteii' tndn who took in chai^' 
Their leader's prize, and bore it to the ships. 

The archer's prize Achilles next prbposfd, 
Ten doable and ten dngle axes, ibrmM 

, Of steel convertible to arrow.point8« 

Then planting, distant on the aands, die niatt 
Of a cerulean bark, with slender cord 
To its tall summit by the foot he tied 
A timorous dove^ for trial of their aim. 
*VVho strikes the bird, these better axes all 
Bears to his tent ; but who (the dove unharm'd) 
Divides die OQcd alone, inferiourhim 

• The commentators leave it doubtful wiicther they laughed at 

the abortnessof the cast, or admiring^ the length of it V. Froba* 

bly however it was his awkwardness that diverted them, for ia bii 
first contest lie pretended to do skill except ill boxiog. 

^ The use of this ttaff was to separate the cattle. It bad a 
string attached to Uie lower part of it Which the herdsman vfoond 

about his handy and bj the help of it huried the staff lo apiy>digk>iit 
distance^V. 

* The transitim from narrative to draraauc follows the original. 
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In skill wc deem, his, therefore, be the worse* 

The miglit of royal Teucer then aroae. 
And, fellow. warrior of the king of Crete, 
Valiant Meriones. A brazen casque 
Received the lots; they ahook them, and the lot ' 
Fell first to Teucer. He, at once, a shaft 
Sent smartly forth, but vow'd not to the kia^ 
An hecatomb, all firstluigs of die flock. 
He therefore (for Apollo greater praise 
Denied him) mias'd the dove, but struck die cord * 
That tied her, at small distance from die knot, 
And with his arrow scver'd it. Up sprang 
The turd into the air, and to the ground 
Depending fell the cord. Shouts rent the skies. 
At opce Meriones withdrew the bow 
From Teuoer's hand, but held a shaft the while 
Already aim'd, and to Apollo vow'd 
An hecatomb, all firstlings of the flock.' 
He eyed the dove aloft beneath a cloud, 

' That Achilles provided for such an event, seems to argue both 
the great skill of the archers, and his proportiooably high opinion 
of it. 

• ApoUoi ft s q as a fl y by Homer called the king withbut aiif 
sddiiiML 

' Soma ancient critics were of opinion that each used his own 
%ow; but the better interpretation and that which the words iiufvn 
XiufH ■eem abtolnteljr to demand, is that one bow aenred them buih, 
and that Merfonea, for the sake of greater despatch, with one hand 
pointed bis arrow at the dove, while be snatched the bow from 
Teucer with the other.— C 
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And stnick her circling Iiigh in ur ; als^ 




Pass'd through her, and, returning, pkrc'4 iksi ss)j^ 
Before the foot (£ bme Meriones; 



Amazement seiz'd tlie people. To his tent 
Meriones the ten best axes bore^ 
And Teocer the inferiour ten to his. 

Then, last, Achilles in the circus plac'd 
A ponderous spear, and cauldron yet unfir'dt 
Emboss'd with flowers around, its worth an ox. 
Up rose at once the spearmen ; Atrcu^' son 
First, glorious Ag;amemnon, king of men, 
And next, brave fellow- warrior of the luog 
Of Crete, Ideriones; wfien thus his qieedi 
AchiHes to the royal chi^f addressed. 

» 

Atrides ! (for we kno^i^ thy skill and force 
Matchless s that none can hurl the spear as thou) 
Tins prize is thine, command it to thy ship ; 
And if it please thee, as I would it might, 
Let brave Meriones the spear receive.* 

^ No person, bred in couris and conversant with the politettift 
Europe, could acquit himselt with more perfect |fOod manners on ^ 
any occasion than Achilles and Agamemnon here. AcbiUea, »»»ft 
he may spare the king of men the trouble of a coatest, ascribn to 
him such address and dexterity as would render vain all GontMa 
wilh.him ; and Agamemnon, rather U)an dispute bb judgBQCllt 
or oppose i:is purpose, accepts at once boUl the coropUmenf anc( 
the prize. — Good-breeding, no more than good-senae, is confined 
to any particular age or country. Uomcr uoderttood it ^crSteUfl 



She, perching on the mast again, 'her bead 
Reclin'd, an4 h^pg her wide-unfolded lying. 
Bat, soon expking, dropp'd am) fell cemote. 
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He said ; nor-AgamemiKm nol oomplifidt 
. fiut to Meiiooqi the brazen spear 
PSraenting, to Talthybias gave in charge t 

The caukiroa, next, his own illustrious prize. 
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MuB, by ™— ^ of JapitCT, wd mder eooduet of 5kTcury, m-kt Achill«« in hi« taM, «1m^ 
•teMriAci fwiiiwilj ky TbM% «ommk» t» —wyt naaon fior (be body of ii«Mr. BmmC 



BOOK XXIV. 

Th e games all clos'd, the people went dispers'd 

£ach to hb ship ; thej, mindful of repasty 

And to enjoy repose ; but Peleos* son, ■ 

Pain'd with remembrance of his hapless frieody 

WeptiaooD§olabie; aU-coaqoering deep 

Hifn seiz'd not, but from side to side he tum*d» 

Regretting) still, Patroclus in his prime 

Of sprightly youth and manly vigour ahin. 

Their partnership in woe ; their arduous toils ; 

Battles hard-foughty and perilous escapes ' 

From stormy floods,— with reminiscence sad 

That caus'd him many a tear, on these he mus'd ; 

Now OB his side he lay, now lay supine. 

Now prone ; then starting from his couch, he roam^ 

forlorn the beach, nor did the li&ing day 
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■ 

On seas and afaores eacape hia natcfafiil cyt^ 

But, joining then his chariot and his steeds. 

He £ul€Q'd Hector to be dragged behind. 

Around the tomb of Mcncetiades 

He dragg'd him thrice i then rested in bi& tent, 

HHn leaving all extended in the duat. 

But Phoebus, pi^iQg* even after death 

The valiant Hector, with his golden shield 

O'ershadow'd him, that uncorropted still 

And^siiU iMmto; tboligli-dnggfd^ nugbt itM&x,^ 

Thus did Achilles in hia wradi disgrace 
His noble foe ; but, looking down firom heaven. 
The bkst immortals pitied him, andmov'd 
Hermes, the watchful Argicide, to steal 
His bodf (liewie/ This counaal pkaa'd tl» reat^ 

•m 

* The two lines of ibc original in which Apollo is said to have 
rendered this service lo the body of Hector were rejected by some 
of the ancients, bcr:\usc the x\\h belonged iiul lo Ai>o|]o, but to 
Jupiter, because to use it ior the protection of a dead luan had 
been to defile ity and because Venus having in B. XXUi. L. 3S0. 

■ ' Bmootb'd the hero o'er with oils 

Of rosy scent aiiibroital» lest his conei 
Behind AchUki^ clHttiDC dl«9g*a ^UMg 
So nidelf I a boald be torn - - ■ — ^ " 

tbere was no need of the aegit to effect the same purpose^V. 

* Mercury is said to have been born a cheaf, because when JiH 
piter embraced his mother Maia» daughter of Atlas, be did it pri- 
vily and cheated Juno. Being yet a child, he stole his mother's 
garments and those of her sisim while they hatlMfdi 9uit wteol** 
had made himself sufficiently merry with their d^ttrcH* restored 
them; He also stok} as haa been already Bocked> the oxen of 
Apollo^B. IcV. 
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But neither Judo^ nor the sovereign power ^ 
Of ocean, pleas'd, 'nor Pallas azure-eyed. 
They still their ancient hate of sacred Troy, 
Of Priam and hi^ pei^, in tiieir hearts 
Held fast for Paris' sake, who with disdain 
Those goddesses had ia his niial home 
Bejecledy and had Vanus' charma prefitsT'dt 
Who with pernicious lust his choice repaid* 
But when the twelfth enauing morn aroae, 
Apollo, then, the immortals thus addressed. 

Yc gods, your dealings now iaiurious acem 
And cnicL Was not Hector wont to bum 
Thighs of &t goats and bullocks at your sbrioes ? 
Whom now, thougiidead, ye omnot yet endure 
To rescue, that his consort, mothicr, son, 
Father and fiiends nught view hun, who would soon 
Yield him his just demand, a funeral fire. 
But, oh ye gods I your pleasure is alone 
To pfeaae AduUes, havoek- spreading chie( 
Who neither r^ht regards, nor owns a mind 
That can relent s \^ut as the lion*. uigVi 
By his own dauntless heart and matchkss strength. 
Makes inroad on the flocks^ that he hj^ £m 
Delidously at cost oi mortal man, 
So Peleus' son all pity from his breast 
Hath driven, and shame, man's blesung or his curse*' 
For whosoever hath a loss sustained 



• His blessinjj, if Ive is properly influenced by it his cursc in 
its consequences if he is deaf to its dictates. 
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Still dearer, whether of his brother bom 

From the same womb, or even of bis son, 

When he hath once bewulM him, weeps no noi% t" 

For man from Fate itself submission learns. * 

Yet Peleus* son, not so contented, siajrs 

niustrioos Hector first, then drags his corse' 

In cruel triumph at his chariot-wheels 

Around Patrochis' tomb ; but neither well 

He acts, nor honourably to himself, 

If he incur, however fsaa'd in arms, 

Our anger, while to gratify revenge 

He pours dishonour thus on senseless clay. 

To whom, thus, beauteous Jfino, aore-di^leas'd* 
God of the silver bow ! stand unrepealM 
This word of thine, if in the gods* account 
Achilks' worth and Hector^a be the same/ 
Hector was bom of woman, and the breast 
Of woman nourished him. Achilks boasts 
A birth divine ; for Mm a goddess bore, 
Whose infant years were my peculiar care, 
And whom, at length mature, myself bestow'd 
On royal Peleus, favourite of the skies. 
At those blest nuptials all the powers of heaven 
Assisted, and thyself didst strike the lyre 
Aiid bhare the feast, tliough strenuous to protect 

^tlkwifrnd mi Imr— Th« expmnkni it itfnpitttf, «ad sev- 
enl seiiMt of it ire given in the Scholia, all ironical. eM in the 
wu line i» said to be tv hntf #v— -V,-^-^for which reasoii I 
Mvft mado it aingnlar. 
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The Trojans now, forgetful of the past. 

Then thus Ac scmreigii whom the clouds obey. 
Juno, thoo hast no ctme to aoowl and sffeftk 
In anger now.' Thejr ahali laot ahaie aUke» 
And in the same proportian oor regards. 
Yet even Hector was the man in Troy 
Most favoured by the gods, and by myself 
Not less ; for punctual were his gifts to us. 
Nor ever miss'd my sacred shrine from him 
Labetkm, or the steam of aaenfice, 
Which are the meed by just allotment ours. 
Yet steal him not, smoe by Achilles' eye 
Unseen ye cannot, who botii day and night 
Watches him, as a mother tends her son.^ 
But can ye Thetis hither, I would give 
The goddess counsel, that, at Priam's hands 
Accepting gifts, Achilles loose the dead* 

He ceas'd. Then Iris tcmpest-wing'd arose, 
Samoa between, and Imbfas rock-beght. 
She plung'd into the gloomy flood ; loud groan'd 
The briny pool, while sudden down she rush'df 

' *Aw9»»^f4«ciiw properly signifies to tcowly being derived from 
mtpHf a Uoa£% vlielpy and allufliDg 10 the floowl of a lioD when his 
whalps are uken sira)f.«-^Vi 

* The original seems to relate to Thetis, and to say that she 

iras always present wiih Achilles ; which being false, as appears 
from the passage immediately ensuing, the Scholiast understands 
the words a& i ciaiing to Achilles himself) aiid interprets them su> 
they are tianslattd here. 

V. 
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As sidn llie bollfto'bQrti wkk ite kadoK weiglit^ 

Death bearing to the ravencrs of the deep/ 
Thetis within her vaulted cave she £omd 
By every nymph of ooeMi round aboQt 
Encompass'd ; she, amid them all, the iate 
Xjflnaaciited of ber noble son ordsin'd 
To die &r distant from his home, at Troy. 
Then, Iris, drawing near, lier thus address'd. 

Arise, OThetis! Jove, the anthor dread 
Of everlasting counsels, calls for iliee. 

To whom the goddess of the silver ^cet. 
Why calls the mighty Thunderer me ? I fear^ 
Oppressed with coundess sorrows as I am, 
To mmgle with the god&— Yet I obey- 
No word of his can prove an empty sound. 

So saying, the goddess took her sable veil, 
(£ye ne'er beheld a daiker) and set forth 
Willi Iris her conductress up to heaven. 
On either hand the billows opened wide 
A pass befim them ; they, the rocky shoce 
Ascending soon, thence darted to the skies. 
They found loud*voic'd Satumian Jove around 
Environ'd by the ever blessed gods 
Convened in full assembly, and beside 
The-etemal sire on Pallas' throne she sat* 
Then, Juno, with consolatory speech, 

' The angler's custom was, in ihosc days, to {^uard his line 
above the hook from the fish's bite, by passiug it Uirough a pipe 
crt bom — B. C. & V. 
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Presented to her hand a golden cup, 

Of which 8he drahk» then gave it back agaiiit 

And thus the sire of gods and men began. 

Goddess of ocean, Thetis ! tliou hast sought 
CHympos, bearing in thy bosom grief 
Never to be assuag'd, as well I know. 
Yet shalt thou learn, afflicted as thou art. 
Why I have summoned thee. Nme days l!ie godq, 
Concerning Hector's body and thy son 
Invincible in arms, have held dispute. 
And some have urg'd oft-times the Argicide 
Keen-sighted Mercury, to steal the dead. 
But I fbrfaade it for Achilks' sake. 
Whom I exalt, tlie better to insure 
Thy reverence and thy friendship evermore* 
Haste, therefore, seek thy son, and tell him thus. 
The gods resent it, say (but most of all 
Myaelf am angry) that he still retains 
Amid his fleet, tlirough fury of revenge, 
Uniansom'd Hector ; so shall he, at length, 
Through ftar of me, perchance, release the slitin. 
Myself to generous Priam will, the while. 
Send Iris, who shall bid him to the fleet 
Of Greece, such ransom tearing as may sooth 
Achilles, for redemption of his son. 

So spake the god, nor Thetis not complied. 
Descending swift from the Olympian heights 
She reach'd Achilles' tent. Him there shi^ ibund 
Groaning discoosdate, wlule otiiers ran - 
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To and fro, occupied around a bheep 
Ncw.sku^iter'd, large, and of cxuberaot fleece. 
She, sitting close bemde him, softly stroked 
His cheek, and thus, afiectionate, began. 

How long, my son! a o t iowi ng and ■wqwung heie. 
Wilt thou consame thy soul, nor giwc one thought 
Either to food or love ? Yet love is good, 
And woman giieTa beat Qure ; for kngth of di^a 
Is not thy doom, but, even now, thy death 
And ruthless destiny are on the wing. 
Mai^ me— I come ambaasndreas from love. 
The gods, he saith, resent it, but hiniself 
More deeply than the vest, that thou rettun^ 
Amid thy fleet, dirough fury of revenge, 
Unnuisom'd Hector. Be advis'd, accept 
Ransom, and to hia friends retago the dead/ 

To whom Achilles, swiftest of the swift. 
Come then the ransomer, and take him henoe; 
So be it, if such be the deure of Jove. 

Such conference held the goddess and her son 
.Amid the ahips^ ninen, thus, Satumian Jem 

■ This advi($e of Thetis to her son was repudiafdl hf •oine of 
the ancients,— B. C 8t V. but Plutarch draws a lesson fironi the 
passage and recommeods the example of Achilles ; wboi tho^^h 
he luved BriseltB itnd had received her again, and though he knew 
his death at hand, yet seized not the opportunity to Indulge hiiu* 
self in sensual pleasures ; neither was his grief for Pittoclassiich 
as to rcpdcr him inactive and negligent of his proper buslneae, 
but at the same time that it had made him abstemious, hsd urged 
him powcrf\illy to the perfbrmence of 'military dudes. The ad- 
vice itself, however, be also aecoums extretaeljr culpaUow^C 
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CommnBioa'd Iris dom to nored Trogr. 

Hence, r^pid Iris ! leave the Olympian heightSi - 
And, finding HffiX bid bim haate . . 

To bear sucli gU'ts into AchaiaS fleet . . 

As n^.ttMMHee AcUUca* and prevail 
To tibecate the body d bis son. 

Alone, he must ; no Trojan of them aU - f . 
Maj company the amiior thither, am 
An ancient herald to direct his mules 
And his wheei'd litter, and to bring the dead 
Back into Ilium, whom Achittes slew.** 
Let neither fear oi death nor other fear 
l>iatrQ9s inm aught* so safe a guard and suie 
We give him ; Merfsoty shall be hfe guide 
Into Achilles' presence in his tent. 
There ahall AchiUes not akme, himadf. 
His life hold saoied, but should others lift 
The spear against him, shall avert the wrong ; 
For neither fivdi, nor yet profcne is he, 

But win, witli all benignity, receive 

And save from harm a suppliant and a gnest^ 

■ 

• To have bcnt Piiam alone, it is observed, with such a charge ' 
of treasure, had been to impose on him too severe a duty, and to 
have sent with him a youth into the enemy's camp, had been to 
expose his escort to the utmost (huiger. An herald therefore is 
•ppoiuied to uttciid him, as by office a proper witness of all prom- 
ises and agreements, and that herald an old one, that by the sacred- 
ness of his function as well as by the veneratioo due to hia years, 
he might be secured from violence. — V. 

> Jupiter justifies himagaiMt ApoUo's cbatge, aftrmisg bim ts 
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^^^^ ♦ 

He ocssM ; dien Iris tmnpest-wiiig^ sfosc, 
Jove's messenger, and, reaching soon the gate» 
Of Priam, woe and waifing fowid widmu 
Around their father, in the hall, his sons 
With tears their robes bedew'd, while them amidst 
The hoary long sat mantled, mufled dose. 
And on his venerable head and neck 
Much dust was 8|iretd» whith, roUbig on die eardi, 
He had shovver'd on them with unsparing hands. 
The palaoe.echoed to his daughters' cries, ^ 
And to die cries of matrons ca^g fresh 
Into remembrance many a valiant chief 
Now stretch'd in dust, by Argive hands destroyed. 
The messenger of Jove at Priam's side 
Standing, with wbispcr'd accents low his car 
Saluted, bat he trembled at the sound.* 

Courage, Dardanian Priam I fear thou nought ; * 
To thee no prophetess of ill, 1 come. 
But with kind purpose : Jove*s ambassadress 
Am I, who though remote, yet entertains 
Much pity, and much tender care for thee. 
Olympian Jove commands thee to redeem 
The noble Hector, with an offering large 
Of gifb that may Achilles* wrath appeaae. 

be free from those mental defects which chiefly betray men into 
•in — folly— improvidence, and perverMoess^C* & V. 

* His spirit, broken down with sorrow, WM alarmed even by 
the g^eotlcftt sounds, and coDjactured that the message, however 
iofUy auggestcd, would prore a tetriblo m^V. . 
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Alone, dum muft; no Tccjan of ^lem aU 

Hath leave to attend thy journey thither, save 

An ancient herald to (^reet thy mules 

And thy wheel'd litter, and to bring the deid 

Back into Ilium, whom AchUles slew. 

Let neither finr of death nor other leer « 

Distress thee aught, so safe a guard and sure 

He gives thee ; Mercury shall be thy guide 

Even to Adiilles* presence in his lent* j 

There shall Achilles not alone, himself. 

Thy life hold sacred, but should odiecs lift 

The spear agunsi thee, shaO avert the wnx^ ; 

For neither rash nor yet pro£uie is he. 

But will, with all ben^;nity, receive 

And save from harm a suppliant and a guest. 

So 6|^e the swift ambassadress, and went^ 
Then, cdllng to his sons, he bnde diem bdag 
His litter forth, and bind the coffer on,^ 
While to his fragrant chamber he lepair'd 
Himself, ^nth cedar ]in*d and loAy^rooTdr 
A treasury of wonders, into which 
The queen he summoned, whom he thus be^^cu^ ir ." 

Hecuba ! the ambassadress of Jove 
Hath come, who bids me to the Grecian flee^ 
Bearing such presents thither as may sooth 
AchHies, fur redemption of my son. 

• It was a square chest of wicker-work, which the ancients 
W>und on their carriages when they travelled ;~B. C. k V. bot 
XcaMphoD describes u as made of reeds^B. U V. 
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But say, what aeMs lliit emniiriBe to<tlm ? 

Myself I feel most willing, and on fire 
To penetrate the spaciiNis campd Grtoce. 

Then wept the qtieen ahmd, and thus feplM. 
Ah 1 whither is thy wisdom fled, for which 
Bodi ftiiingere, once, and Trqjana honoured t/wef 
How canst thou wish to penetrate alone 
The Grecian ieet, and to appear b^bre 
lUs face, by whom so inanjr vafiafttaons . » 

Of thine iiavc fallen ? Thou hast an iron heart I 
For should that savage inan and fiuthleaa once 
Seize and discover thee, no pity expect 
Or reverence at his hands* Cotne-^let us weej» 
Together, here sequesterM ; for the thread • 
Spun by his ruthkbs dcbtiny for him 
When he waa bom, ocdun'd htm food for hotinda 
Remote from us his parents ui the tent 
Of that fell chief. Oh ! clinging to his side» 
How I could tear him with my teeth !^ Hb deeds, 

• 

Disgraceful to my son, then should not want 
Retaliation ; for he slew not litm 
Skidk^, .tmt atanding boUHy for the 

* The passage, even as U is here ren(ierecl, has something sav- 
age in ii, but it is much reduced in point of emphasis from ihc 
force of the original, a faithful version of which no English reader 
could have endured. Homer's expression is nevertheless natural 
in the highest degree on such an occasion, and well suited to the 
feelings of an iitdignant mother who had seen her favourite son 
sluin and dishonoured ; nor WM it without regret that I supprets- 
ed su much of iu energy. 
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The daughters fair, and citizens of Troy, 
Guiltless of flight, and of the wish to fly/ 

Whom godlike Priam answer'd, ancient king* 
Impede me not who willing am to go. 
Nor be, thysiislf,' a hvrd 6f ominous note 
In my own house to fill my soul with fear, / 
For thou shalt not prevaul. Had mortal man 
EnjoinM me this attempt, prophet, or priest, 
Or soothsayer, I had pronounc'd him ialse,. 
And dreaded it the more. But, ance I saw 
The goddess with these eyes, and heard, mj self. 
The voice divine, I go ; that word shall stand ; 
And if my doom be death in yonder fleet, 
It shall be welcome ; for Achilles' arm 
Shall slay me speedily, and I shall die 
Folding my son, and satisfied with tears. - , 

So saying, he open'd wide the sculptured lids 
Of various chests, whence mantles twelve he took 
Of texture beautiful ; twelve single cloaks ; 
An many carpets, ivith as many robes, 
To which he added vests, an equal store/ 
, He also took ten talents forth of gold, * 

' But, at first, he did By. It is therefore spoken, as the Scho* 
liast obsenm, ft)<»Tifym<t and must be underttood as the lati|;iiagte 
of strong maternal affectioQ^V. 

' The miitXH or mantk^ wastbe same which is ^Mmietimes called 
*«»Wf and was worn onlj by the women.; the x^mh called a 
cloak, was a piece o^ bed*ftir^iire and med as a coferlet i the 
^•fH or n4ie was worn bf both sexes, and the ;em or vest by the 
men only/*— V. 

veT..'If. 50 
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All weigh'd, two splendki tripods, cauMropa ktat^ 
' And after dieae a cup of matchless wordi ' 
Given him when once ambassador in Thrace ; 
A noble gift, which yet & hoary king 
Spar'd not, such fervour of desire he felt 
To loose his soiu Then, driving from before 
His palace-portico with ai^^ry taunts 
The thronging multitude, aloud he cried. 
Hence, miscreants I to your home s * ■ p er cei v e fcr 
there 

No loss yourselves, that hither ye resort 
To trouble me? Or lightens it the weight 
Of t/our affliction, that Satumian Jove 
Hath torn the bravest of my sons away f 
Ah ! trust me, ye shall aU ere long be taught 
Yourselves tliat loss, far cosier to be slain 
By the Achaians now, since he is dead. 
But I, or ever widi diese aged eyes 
I see the conquest and the sack of Troy, 
Shall find safe hiding in the shades below. 

He baid, and chas'd them with his staff ; they left 
In haste the doors, by die M king expell'd. 
Then, chiding them aloud, hb sons he caUM» 
Helenus, Pammon, Paris, Agathon, 
^Deiphobus, Antiphonus, Pdites, 
Dk>s and brave Hippothoiis— oil nine 
He call'd, thus issuing his stem command. 
• Quickl quick! ye slothful in your father's cause. 
Ye wortliiess bruod ! Ah, would ihai Hector liv'd 
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And ye had all been slaughtered in his stead I 
Oh altogether wietchedi none could boast 
In aU our city eons that equalled mine ; 
And I have lost them all. The godlike youth * 
Mestor, .the valiant Troilus is gone. 



« 
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Seem'd a divinity ; whom none had deem'd 
From mortal man deriv'd, but firom a god** 
These Mars hath taken, and hath left me none 
But scandals of my house^ devoid of truth. 
Dancers^ exact step- measurers,' a band 
Of public robbers, thieves of kids and lambs.* 
Will ye not bring my litter to the gate 
And load it instantly that we may go ? 

He said, and, by his chiding aw'd, his sons 
Drew forth the royal litter, neat, nevr-built. 
And following swift the draught, on which they bound 
The co8er ; next, they lower'4 irom the wall 

* Three gnelidce of miod and temper are to be avoided ; cow* 
anfice, iateaiperaiice, and bnitality. The oppoaltea to the two 
former are mamfest, bemg courage and aelfgoveiaiiieot. But the 
opponte to the latter tnaf meat fiUjr be defined apretMrMturat, he- 
roic and divine fortitude; aucb, Ibr instance, at HMbr makes 
Priam ascribe to Heaior when be wf% of htm 

Aristotle'a Ethics, lib. ?iL c l^^mC* 

' Hence came the proverb— 

imuym Mum, u fiajcjf it ikmnMU* * 
Lloru at homti kut /bxa in the JlgM^'^V, 
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The sculptured boxen yoke^ with its two rings 9^ 
And, with the yoke, its furniture in length 
Nine cubits ; to the pole's extrcmest end * 
Adjusting tliis with care, they cast the ring 
Over the ring-bolt ; then, thrice round the pin' 
Thev drew the brace on both sides, made it fast 
With even knots, and tuck'd the dan^^ing ends.^ 
Producing, next, the glorious ransom-price 
Of Hector's body, on the litter's floor 
They heap'd it all, then yok'd the sturdy mules, 
A gift illustrious by the Mysians erst 
Conferr'd on Priam ; to the chariot, last, 
They led forth Priam's steeds, which day by day 
The venerable king in person serv'd, 
Who, with hb herald, like himself discrete. 
Within the palace brac'd his loins the while/ 
And now came mournful Hecuba, with wine 

^ The yoke is said to have been ofAp^han likewise, or having a 
prominence in the centre by wluch tlicy lied it to the pole, but 
this could not have been expresfted ia Futgli^h witbiMit much, cir^ 
cumlocutioii. 

' TliTough which the rebs were ptaied. 

* The central promineiice above mendoned. 

* The yoke being flat al bottom} and ttie pole round, there 
would of eoune be a ■mall aperture between the band and the 
|Kile on both «idea» through which, according to the Scholium in 
Villoison, they thrust the ends of the tackle lest they should dangle. 

* The text here is extre^ucly intricate ; as it stands now, the 
sons arc, first, said lo yoke U.c horses, then Priam and Idxus arc 
said to do it, and in the palace too. 1 have therefore adopted an 
alteration suirgestcd by Clarke who, >vith very liuW- violence to 
the copy, proposes instead of Q^v^ivahf to read^«rr»v0i<ii 
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OeUcbtts clwrg^ which in a golden cop 
She bitHight, that not without tibation due 

First made, they might depart Before the steeds 
Her iteps she staid, and Priam thus addressed. 

Take this, and to the sire of all perform 
Libation, praying him a safe return 
From hostile hands, since thou art urg'd to seek 
The Grecian camp, though not by my desire; 
Pray also to Idaean Jove cloud-§^ 
Who oivmees all Ilium, that he send 
His messenger or ere thou go, the bird 
His fiivourite most, surpassing all in strength. 
At thy right-liand ; him seeing, thou shalt tend 
With better hope toward the fleet of Greece. 
But should not Jove his messenger of good 
Vouchsafe thee, thou shalt seek the Grecian fleet, 
Howe'er impeU'd, 'gainst ail advice of mine. 

To whom the godlike Priam thus replied. 
I will not scorn thy counsel ; for, by prayer 
Imploring Jove's compas^on, hone can err. 

So saying, he bade the maiden chief of all 
In office, pour fresh water on his hands, 
For at his side the damsel ready stood 
With ewer and lavcr for his use prepared. 
He lav'd his hands ; then, taking from the queen 
The goblet, in his middle diLn stood 
Pouring libation with his eyes uptum'd 
Heaven-ward devout, and thus his prayer preferred* 

Jove, great and glorious above all, who rul'st, 
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On Ua's sununk seated, all below I 
Gnuit me trriv'd within Achilles^ tent 
Kindnesa to meet and pity , and oh send 
Thy meascnger or ere I go, the bird 

Thy favourite most, suqjassing aU in strength, 
At my right hand; whiehseeingi labaUtend 
* With better hope toward the fleet of Greece. 

He endedp at whose prayer, without delay, . 
love sent his eagle, surest of all signs, 
The black -plum'd bird voracious, Morphnos nam'd. 
And Percnos.^ Ample as the guarded door, 
Some rich man^s chamber- door, his vans he i>prc4id 
On either side s they saw him go the right, 
Skimming the towers of Troy, with gbdness haii'd 
The omen, and all felt their hearts coasol'd* 

Delay'd not then the hoary king, but quick 
Ascending to his scat, his coursers urg'd 
Through vestibule and sounding porch abroad. ' 
The ibur-whcel'd litter led, drawn by the mules 
Which sage Idasus manag'd, behind whom 
Went Priam, urging ever with the thong 
His coursers through the town, while all his {riendSj 
Following their sovereign with dejected hearts, 
Lamented iiim as going to his death.. 
But when from Ilium's gate into the plain 
They had descended, then the sons-in-law 
Of Priam, and ius sons, to Troy returned. 
Nor diey, now traversing the plain, the note 

• 

* The words both signify-^table. 



lUAD XXIV. 415—443. 

Escaped of Jove the Thunderer ; he beheld 
Compassionate the venerable king* 
And thus his own son Mercury bespake. 

Mercury ! (for above all others thou 
Delightest to associate with mankind 
FamiEar, winning whom thou with case 
To converse free) go thou, and so conduct 
Priam into the Grecian camp, that none 
Of all the numerous Danai may see 
Or mark him, till he reach Achilles' tent. 

He spake, nor the ambassador of heaven 
The Argicide delay 'd, but bound in haste 
His undeoaying sandals to his feet^ 
Golden, ^vine, which waft him oVr the floods 
Swift as the wind, and o'er tlie boundless earth. 
He took his rod with which he charms to deep 
Or opens at his will all human eyes. 
Down stoop'd the potent Argicide, his hand 
Thus arm'd, and in one moment on the plain 
Of Ilium stood. Some princely boy he secm*d, 
Now clothing first his ruddy cheek mth down, 
Which is youdi'^ loveliest season ; such in show, 
His progress he began. The travellers now 
, (The sumptuous tomb of Ilus past) beside • 
The river staid their mules and steeds to drink, 
For twilight dimm'd the fields. Ideeus first 
Percdv'd lum near, and PHam thus bespake. 

Think, son of DardanusI for we liave need 
Of our best thought. I see a man— *we die— 
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Turn, turn to flight, or let us clasp his knees 
And suppliant move bis pity, if we may. 
Terrour and consternation at that sound 
The mind of Priam felt ; erect the hair 
Bristled his limbs, and with amaze he stood 
Motionless. But the god, mean-time, apptoadiVI, 
And seizing ancient Priam's hand, inquired. 

Whither, my &ther i in the dewy night 
Driv'st thou thy mules and steeds, while otliefs afeep? 
And fear'st thou not the fiery host of Greece^ 
Thy foes implacable, so nigh at hand f 
Of whom should any, through the shadow dun 
. Of flitting night, discern thee bearing forth , 
So rich a charge, then what would'st thou expect? 
Thou art not young thyself, nor with the aid* 
Of this thine ancient servant, strong enough 
Force to repulse, should any threaten force. 
But injury fear none or harm from me ;. « 
I rather much from harm fay other hands 
Would save thee, thou resemblest so mv sire. 

Whom answer*d godlike Priam, hoar with age. 
My son ! well spoken. Thou hast judg'd ariglit. 
Yet even me some deity protects 
Thus £ir ; to whom I owe it that I meet 
So seasonabl}^ one like thee, in form 
So admirable, and in mind discrete 
As thou art beautlfuL Blest parents, thine f 

T From this passage the petipttetics are said to bave taken tbeir 
(riad of deairablei. Peraoaal beauty, a corporeal goodi aound 
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To whom tbe messenger of heaven again. 
The Argicide. Oh ancient and rever'd ! 
Thou hast well spokeDAlL Yet this ckclaie^ 
And widi sincerity ( convey'st thou hence 
Into some foreign countiyy for the sake - 
Of safo OMfllodj, this pmkNis charge? 
Or, urg*d by fear, forsake ye all alike 
Troy's sacred towers ? since he whom thou hasl loatt 
Thy noble son, was of excelling worth 
In arms, and nought inferiour to the Greeks^ 

Then thus the godlike Priam* hoary kfaig« 
* But tell roe first, who thou art, and from whom 
Descended^ loveliest youth I who hast tbe £ite 
Of my unhappy son so wdl lefaearsVl ? 

To whom the herald Mercury replied. 
Thy questions* venerable sife 1 piopos'd 
Concerning noble Hector, are designed 
To prov.e me. Him, not seldom, with these eyea 
In man-ennobting fight I have beheld 
Most active ; asw him when he thinn'd the Greeks 
With his sharp spear* and drove them to the ships. 
Amaz'd we stood to notice him ; for us^ 
Incens'd against the ruler of our host, 
Achilles snfier'd not to shave the fighC 
I serve Achilles ; the same gallant baric 
Brought us* and of the Myrmidons am I* 

imeUect* ameotal one'; and In^aiuoiii birtby which is neither the 
«ne nor tbs other* but leems to give tone tort of securiif fer hoUi* 
and it t^any rate a coneidenble nrlTtintsgf —ft h V. 
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Son of Polyctor ; wealthy is my sire,' 
And such in yedrs as thou ; six sons hath h<* 
Beside myself, the youngest ; and the lot 
To arm and seek the battle, fell to me. 
Tliat I have left the ships and hither stray'd 
The cause is this ; the Greeks, at break of day. 
Will compass, arm'd, the city, for they loathe 
To sit inactive, neither can the chiefs 
Restrain the hot impatience of tlie host. 

Then godlike Priam answer thus retum'd. 
If thou indeed art of Achilles' train, 
Deceive me not, speak plainly. Lies my son 
Still in the fleet ? Or hath Achilles cast 
His mangled flesh already to the dogs ? 

Him answer'd then the herald of the skies. 
Oh ancient sir ! nor dogs nor vultures him 
Have yet devour'd, but at Achilles' ship, 
Unnotic'd now, he lies. Twelve orient moms 
Have seen him there extended, yet his flesh 
Nor putrid taint invades, nor inbred worm 
That diets on the brave in battle fallen. 
He, pitiless, indeed, around the tomb 
Of his P; roclus drags him, oft as day 
Reddens the east, yet safe from blemish still 
His corse remains. Thou would'st, thyself, admire. 
Seeing how fresh the dew-drops, as he lies, 

■ A circumstance seasonably thrown in, to supersede any fcar» 
of robbery which Priam might naturally have entertained had he 
met an indigent person. — V. 
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Rest on him, and his blood is cleans'd away 
That not abstain is left. Even his wounds 
(For many a wound they gave him) all are clos'd, 
Such care the blessed gods have of thy son, 
Dead as he is, whom living much they lov'd. 

So he ; then, glad, the ancient king replied. 
Good is it, oh my son ! to yield the gods 
Their just demands. My boy, while yet he liv'd, 
Liv'd not unmindful of the worship due 
To the Olympian powers, who, therefore, him 

iRemember even in the bands of death. 

Come then — this beauteous cup receive from me. 

Be thou my guard, 'and, if the gods permit^ 

My guide, till I shall reach Achilles' tent. 

Whom answered then the messenger of heaven. 

Sir ! thou perceiv'st me young, and art disposed 

To try my virtue ; but it shall not fail. 

Thou bidd'st me at thine hand a gift accept 

Whereof Achilles knows not but I fear 

Achilles, and, by sacred awe withheld, 

Dare not defraud him, lest the gods requite 

With some swift mischief such atrocious wrong.^ 

But thee I would with pleasure hence conduct 

Even to glorious Argos, at thy side 

• To have refused it without a reason had been unjjracious,* 
and to have accepted it, being a god, preposterous V. Mercu- 
ry therefore delivers himself from the dilemma with an ingenuity 
not (inworthy of his character. 

^ The cup being designed as a present to Achilles, a soldier of 
his might be justly said to defraud him if he accepted it. — V. 
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A fiiitbful guardian, whether on the deep 
Or thus on foot ; nor aiijr dioold presotne 

To light against thee, through contempt of ine. 

So Mercury, and to the chariot seat 
Upspringing, seiz'd at once the knii and runs,- 
And with fresh vigour mules and steeds inspir'd. 
Arriving at the foss and towers, they found 
The guard preparing now their evening cheer, 
All whom the Argicide with sudden sleep 
Oppressed, then opM the gates, tiimsi back the bars^ 
And introduc'd, with all his litter-load • . 

Of costly gifts, the venerable king. 
But when they reached the tent for B^leus* son * 
Eais'd by the Myrmidons (witli trunks of pioo 
They built it, lopping smooth the boughs away. 
Then spread with shaggy mowings of the mead 
Its lofty roof, and with a spacious court 
Surrounded it, all fenc'd wi^ driven stakes} 
One bar alone of pine secured the door, 
Which ask'd three Grecians nith uaiied Hoiee • 
To thrust it to its place, and three again 
To lift it thence, although Achilles oft 
Would heave it to the door himself akne)* 
Then Hermes, benefactor of mankind. 
That bar dbplacmg for the king of Troy, 

* If it was a proof of great strength in Diomcde that he couM 
wield and I url a stone which two strong men of Homer's days 
could not have lifted, what mutt have been the strent^tli of Acbillet 
who could manpge a weight iinni«fiag««t»le except by- thtee atron^ 
mcD (»f ^ own dejra 2— V. 
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Oave entrance to himself and to his gifts 
For Pdeus' son designM, and from the sieat' 
Alighting, thus his speech to Priam tum'd. 

Oh ancient Pham ! an immortal god 
Attends thee ; I am Hermes, by command ' 
Of Jove my fiuher thy appointed guide* 
But I return. I will not, entering here, 
Stand in Achilles' sight ; immortal powers 
May not so unreservedly indulge 
Creatures of mortal kind. But enter thou, 
Seise £Mt his kneesi and by his aged sire^ 
His beauteous mother and his darling son 
Adjure him to compassionate thy woes, 
Tin his whole heart the tumult feel of tlune.' 

So saying, Hermes swiftly sought again 
Th' Olympian heights. Then Priam, to the ground 

» 

Alighting, left Idaeus charg'd to watch 
The steeds and mules,, while right toward the tent, 
Achilles' reudenoe, Inmself advanced. 
Him there he found, and sitting found apart 
His feUow-warriors, of whom two alone, 
Automedon and Alcimus the brave t 
Attended his commands ; he had himself 
SuppM newly, and the board stood unremov'd*. ' 
ynseen of all huge Priam entered, stood 

' It is remarked by Eustathins thai. aUhough Mercury direct3 
Priam to plead wiili Achilles noi by ihc mention ol" his father only, 
but by bis mother and his son also, the ancient kingi through 
excess of grief, very soon forgets two thirds of lusinsiructions^C. 

\ 
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Before Achilles, clasped hm knees, a«4 k9i»*4 
Those tenibk aad homicidal h^ods 
Wluch had deftroy'd 10 wmtf of his 
As when a fuc^itivc for blood the house 
Of some chief enterv bi a §omgBt )$t4f 
All gaze, astonish'd at the sudden gue^t, 
So gas'd AehiUas acting Priam tfiff^ 
And so fltood ait«Miiflh*d, eabb his eyes 
In silence fastening on bis ifiiow's ftoe. 
But Priam kiuefll*d» and suppliifft iMgin. 
Think) oh Achilles, semblance of the god3 2 

* On thy own fioher foU of d»ys Kkft.Wi ^ 

And trembling on Ac gloomy verge of life.* 

Some neighbour 9j»i^» it may be» evon noiv 
Oppresses him> and dieve#i|ciiie tthsttd. 

No friend to succour 14m in his distress. 
Yet, doubtless, |KW»g that A <i WMhi lip^ 

He still rejoices, hoping, day by day, 
That one day he )|baU fi^ the Ao|i agm 

■ 

* Priam begins ngt with a display of tlic treasures he liasbiougbt 

for the redemption t)f Hccior's body, but with a pathetic address 
to the feelings of AchiHcs. Homer well knew that neither gold 
nor biiver would prevail over the heart ol a young and f^cncrous 
warrior, but tliat persuasion would. The old king ihcrefore with 
a judicious abruptness avails hin.self of his most powerful plea at 
once, and seizes the sympathy of the hero .beibre he has tunc to 
recollect wlio it is that addresses him. — V. 

There is a sweeuiess in the ori^nai wprd» with wbic^ Fham 
enters 00 his suit— 

ffH eaay 10 eqMaltod ia aa Engliali wdan. 



Of tiis own son &m dirtHnt Troy relum'dfc 
But me no comfort cheers, wfaOM fan^mt adUy 
So late the flower of Ilium, all arc slain. 
When Greece OMM likh» I had ifiy 80WI 
Kineleen were dnldien ef one hed, tte MM; 
Born of my concubines. A numerous liouae 
But fieiy Mars halh tiMna'd it. Oaelhid, 
One, more than all my sons the strength of Troy, 
Whom standing ior bis country thou hast skuih— 
Hector— Hk body to n ist m Loome 
Into Achaia's fleet, and bring, mystK, 
Bansom iaolimabie to thy tent- 
Ohfearthegodsl mAimnmmbmnt? mkt 
Of thy own sire, Achilles ! pity me 
More hapteai Mill; mho bear what, aaveniyasl^ 

None ever bore, thus lifting to my lips 
Hands died so deep with slaughter of mjr sons» 

So saying, he wakened in his soul regiet 
Of his own sire , sc^tly he plac'd his hand 
' On Priam's hand, and push'd him gently away* 
Bcracmbrance melted bodi. Stretch'd prone before 
Achilles' feet the king his son bcwaiPd 
Wide^skughtering Hector, and Achilles wept 
By turns his father, and by turns his friend 
Patrodus ; sounds of sorrow fili'd the tent. 
But when Achillea, satisfied at kngth 
With lamentation, felt his bosom eas'd 
Of its oppressive charge, and breath'd again. 
Upstarting from his sq^t, with pity mov'd 
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Of Priam's ^ver locks and silver beard, v 
He rak'd the anciHit Micr by Jbb iMiid, 
Whom in wingM accents kind he thus bespdka* 

Numerous indeed thy sorrows are-^^alasl 
Howcoiikl'atilMvailMetolheahips» aIoiie» 
Alone into my preseoce, who have slain 
Somaoy of thy aons icoDWii'd in am ? 
Thou hast an Iwtrt of 
Come— fiit beside me — Let us^ if we may, 
Great mournefB both, bad floimr. steep tvriale. 

There is no profit of our sighs and tears ; 

For thus» exempt from care themiftlvca, ifae ipoda 

Ordain maa'a miMnble mot to naouni. 

Fast by the threshold of Jove^s courts are plac'd 

Two caaka, one alor'd wkh Me yri^^pod. 

From which the god dispenses as he wills.' 

For whom the fjjbriaiia Tbuodecer.miui^ies bodi» 

' Some have said, petulantly indeed and with an indecent impa- 
tience, that there are two casks of evil, and but one of good ; — V. 
thus quarrelling wilii Homer's estiniaic ot the lot of man. But 
il is a jubt one, and none has reason to complain that the evil he 
receives outweighs the good, much less that he receives evil on- 
ly, until by his own folly and wickedness he has changed a racrci- 
ful providence into a judicial one ; ihcn iodccd he becomct* 10X1 
deservedly, the wretch described in tlsc sequel. 

Others, and Plato among them, have obifctcd to the poet's doc- 
trine, which makes the Supreme Being the dispenser of evil as 
■well as of good. But tlic Scripture justifies his opinion-— iSAa/^ 
tvc receive good at tht^ L.ord\ hand, and shall we not rereix>e evil? 
-—Shall there be rvll in a citij^ saith the JLordy and I have not done 
it 7 — How indeed could the world be governed unless by a dis- 
penser of both ? Punishment is evil only to those who suffer it. 
To others il may cTcmuaily prove gpcat mercy. 



falls life is cb c o<yi c r*4 wiih abwawtc good ' 
^nd evil ; but to whom lie giv€6 tmmi^ ' 
^he bitter cup, he makes that mua a corse, 
His iiam«'faceDiiie8'« by-^jrand of rqproach, : ' 

His strength is hunger- bitten, and he walks . 

The blessed cartki unblaii, go wfaeie be magr*..' 

So my father f^letia $k Mi birlh 

Nobly endowed* with plen^ tnd with wealth 

Distinguished the gods fMist lOl nMUfiklnd» : 

Lord of the Myrmidons, and, though a man, 

Yet matched from hcam with an immortal b^ f 

But even him the gods afflict, a son 

Kefusing him, who might fiassiras his throne 

Hereafter I ferm3Pself, his onff heir, 

t*ass as a dream^ and while I live, instead v! • 

Of solacing hn ago^ hefe Bk^^ h tSm mii «\^h(uj 1 : ktv n^^f 

Your distant walls, the scourge of thee and thine*" 

Thee abo^ ancient Priahii Wf J^hmd^ ^ ^'aii^ih/. 

Reported once possessor of such wealth /oiiioa^ r / 

As neither Lesbos, seat of Macar,f ownsi" * 

Kor eastern Phrygla, nor yel itt^tfit fMMts^^' I^i^K >!<: ^.i 

Of Hellespont, but thou didst pass them all C^i^* • > 

In riches, ilid hi ntiifMr 1^ tirf 9^ /^' ^^ i* ' 

But bincc the gods first brought on thy domain ^ 

Tbis.woe, hoviilitytmd deeds of blood . - ' <^'^ - 

Always surround the city where thoa reign'st* 

• Macar, sonnfliuSj havinjj slain liis brother, fled from his 
home, and buili a ciiy, which, aficr ibc name oi his wife, he called 
Lesbos. His mother's OSBM waa^MityleMMV; ^^"^ . 

II. $9 
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Cease, therefofie» from wfnMblt Van, 

Which, ere they' raise thy son to life again, 

ShaU, doubtkss, find fresh cause for which to fl6W> 

To whom thcgodUkr* :aiicieiit king veplieiL 
Urge not, divine Achilles, me to sit 
While Hector Uea unburied in the camp; 
Loose him» and looke hirii now, that with these eyta^ 
I may behold my son ; accept a price 
Magnlficent|h«rhioii! may 'at thou long ciijcl|f , 
And, since my life wafr pfecioiw hi' thy sight, 
May 'st thou revisit safe thy native shore ! 

To whom Achilles, lowaaog, and in wnUk^ 
Move me no more. I purpose of myself 
To loose him} Thetia, daughter of the Deeper 
Hath taught me tfast the wUi of Jove is audi* 
Priam ! I understand thee welU I know ' > ' 
That, - by some god cenduotml, ibeu hast vmM 
Achaia's fleet ; for, withimt aid divine, 
No mortal, even in his (M?ime,Qf youth. 
Had dar'd the attempt t gmuds vigilant as oim> 
He should not easily elude, such gates, 
So massy, alioukl npt eaaiiy^ unbar. 
Thou, therefore, vex. me not in my distmssi 
Lest I abhor to sec thee in my tent, 
And, borne beyimd all Umit8> set at noHgJit 

• • • 

^ Mortified to see his generosity, after so much kindness sbowD 
to Pi'ianri) still distrusted, and that the impatience of the old king 
threatened to deprive him of all opportunity to do ^ribcefully what 
lie could Qoi be exi^ected to do wUlingl;. 
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Thee, and thy prayer, and die command of Jove, J 
He said ; the old king trembled, and obeyed. " ' f i 
Then sprang Pdides like a lion ^rth, . rl i 

Not sole, but with his two attendant friends ' ' 
Alcimus and Automedon the brave, ' , ^ 

For them (Patroclus slain) he honour'd most • • ' 
Of all the Myrmidons. They loos'd the m&Ies 
And horses from the yoke, then introduc'd . 
And plac'd the herald 4>f the hoary king. . . 
They lightened ncpct the^ttelrof its^argc 
Inestimable, leaving yet a vest 
With two rich robes, diat Priam night convey 
The body not uncovcr'd back lo Troy.* 
Then, calling forth his women, them he bade 
Lave and anoint die body, but apart, 
Lest haply Priam, aotioing his son, 
Through stress of grief should give lesentment-^qc^ 
And irritate by some aflVont himself ' * i- " •* 

To sky him m despitie of Jove's commands*^ 

• One to be i^pread under, the other, over bim.T— V,. '{ 

* Sinoe it s^ms to be, at in fact it Uyjn^u^menLof a gpiaf 
SDind to control our aager, to avoid raoh occauoos as night betry 
m into it, argoea a mind itill greater. An observation which 
ought to suggest itsoif to us with no Jittle force, when Achilles, 
not fiunous eiihor for paiieacc or meekness, exhorts Priam to be- 
ware of iHTovoking him ; and when, havmg cleansed the body of 
Hector and covered it, he places it himself in the litter; lest his 
btber, seeing bow indecently he had treated it, should be exas- 
perated at the sight, and by some passionate reproach should ex- 
asperate himself also. For that a person so singularly Irascible 
end qf a temper harsh as his, should not only be «wat<i of hb fait 
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Theff Aiiitfo^y Imnng^ and tanointiiig^ fini 

The bodj^, clothM it with a robe and vest ; 
Theiif Pdeus' son dispos'd it on the UeTi 
Lifting it from the ground, and hb two friefids 
Together heav'd tt to the royal wain. 
X nen graanii Acnmes ans nrOKXi m msBv* 

Should 'st thott^ Patroclus 1 even in the dtcps 
Of Hades teahi^ that I cpteent to lo68tt 
The noble Hector al his fidier'a 6uiK» 
Let not the deed oficnd thee ; for he pays 
Large ransom, which thyself shah also ahire*^ 

So sayin,^, Achilles to liis tent retum'd, 
Andi on the splendid couch where erst he sal 
Right opposite tb Priam, ptac'd again, 
His converse with the Jwing of Troy rcncw'd-^ 

Priam ! at thy request thy aon is loos'df 
And lying on his bier; at dawn of day 
Thou shalt both see him and convey him hence 
Thyaelf to Trtqr* But take wc now rtpvt ; 
For even beauteous Niobe received 
Her wonted food, although six blooming sons 
TtwBsfix'd by Phcebtis in his wrath she momii*d, 

And by Diana, silver- shafted queen, 
Six k>vdy daugfalcre; for Laiona's sake, 

firmity, but s>hoiil<l even guard against it with so much precaution, 
evidences a prudence truly wonderful^Piuiarcb. de andiend s 
poetis. — C. 

> Patroclus might be said to share such of thaSi Sa WtM ftr 
ftt^ ia Ue €«lfaniMB of Mi Cwieral^Y. 
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With whom abe dar'd eomparboD* th^ died. 

Twelve children, would she say, myself Lave boroei 
Latona two 4)iit alL her boasled twelve 
PiercM by Latom's vcA^iil two» expired. 

Nine days they weltei 'd in thtir blood, no itian 

Was foundtMi btary thcint fior Jove had ^Ivuig'd 
To stone the people ; but the gods, at last» 
Themselves c&toibb'd their bodies oo the tenth* 
Yet even fhb, cnee satisfied wkh team, 

Rcmembcr'd food ; and now, the lod^ among ... .. - I 

Andpathksss<ilatudaso£.Sipylus,rr4. 1 ^ . :i 1 

The rumour'd itndls'ctf the nymphs who di|ncer..5^_ . r 
On Acludpu>' bai^ks, although a stone • f 

She weeps, and IfcoNk her helaw^inflicted Woes.* 

Come, then, my venerable guest ! take we 
Kecdiul refre&hmeot aba; Jor.ii> l>oy , , 
And at thy sbi^ fart rilasi, tbtti:.tfia^iMliiiiblii « I. ^ 

Or leisure or just cause (or many a tear.^ .... , > , 

• The itoiy of Niobe being told by ihc poi i, ihcrc is no need lo 
tell it in a note. iShe was il.c daughter of Tantalus and the uifo 
of AmphicHS.^B. 8c V. The true hisioi y of I^cr irantiloi maiio!. is 
said to be this ; that a statuary placed a fjijinc of ht r, so fimly 
executed in marble, on ihc tomb ol hcnwclvc children, ihai spec- 
tators frequently said — It io Niobe he rself in stone — V. They 
probably died by a pestilence or ;>omc other sudden cause, such 
deaths being always ascribed to the shafts of Apollo or his sister. 

^B. C.8cV. ' .-|J^|Q<^.V «:.4U*ir, ,.j.:j 

Sipylus wus a city of Lydia not far distant from the banks of the 
Acheloiis, and famous lor the congn ss of Juuiitr Mid Stiinele. 
1 he Achelous was a nvcr ot iLtolUv— V. t^. , 

f.-Tiiey arc but unskilful: ^qmfoncrs who attempt ta ilipeTe tlift> 
torrowB of the afflicted by perluadiog UiesMlm w i m^ t m 
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So spake Addlles, and, upslardng, slew ' 

A sheep white -fleec'd, which his attendants flay'd^ f 

And buuly and with much skill their task i ( 

Administering, first slic'd the viands thin, 

Then pierc'd them with the spits, and when the roast 

Was finsh'd, drew diem from iktt spits again. 

And now, Automedon.dispens'd the bread 

Pil'd in neat baskets round the poUsh'd boaidy 

Which done, AdiSles portionM out to cadi ' 

His share, and all assail'd the ready feast. 

But when nor hunger more nor diirst tibey ielt, 

Dardanian Priam, wondering at his bulk 

And bcau^, (for he seem'd some god from heaven) 

GazM on AchiDes, while AcfaiUes hdd 

Not less in admiration of his looks 

Benign, and of Itts gentle convene idse, 

Gaz*d on Dardanian Priam, and when each 

Had iook'd his fill, then, Priam thus began. 

Now, godlike hero ! to an early couch 
Dismiss us both; for never have I clos'd 
These eye-lids, since by thy victorious hand 
My son expir'd ; but sorrow have indulged, 

io the estimate tfaejr make of their diiaater, fcr that it u iar leia 
tragical Uian they suppose. There is an irrittition in this rerac^f 
that enhances the ^aof^otsh. The best soother of sorrow is he who 
admits the OGcadou in its full force and sympathizes with the 
mourner. Homer's accurate aci^ualntance with the human heart 
is evident in a thousand pasSlges, and nothing could more recom- 
mend Achilles, every where else the inspirer of terrour, to our 
eeieem and love, than this stitlte of judicious tenderness thipown 
Imo his character at last 
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Still ramiMtioi^ on mjr counlicss wm^ 

And rolling in the ashes of my courts ; 
But, now, have I both eatca, and my thirst 
With copious me of saUe wine allay'd, 
Who neither would, till won to both by thee. 

He scarce had ended, when AchjUea btde 
His soldiers and the women of his tent 
Beneajdi his portico two beds picpne ; 
First, rugs of farighlDBl purple, amfl, nexty 
And fieecy mantles, .last. At Jbis command. 
Forth wcM tiie Minea besriiBig esoh a light, 
And dress'd the bed^ ; when, feigning needful fear/ 
AchiUcs thus his speech to Fritm lum'd. 

My aged guest belov'd 1 sleep thou without ; 
Lest some Achaiao chief (for such are tWoot 
Oft-times, here sitting, to coosnlt widi me)^ 
Should seek my tent ; of whom if any chance 
To spy thee throogh the gloom^ be will «t 0110& 
Convey the talc to Agamemnon^s car. 
Whence hindrance may arise, and the release 
Of Hector's body be, perchance, ddsy'd. 

* 'EwnofTtftim. Clarke renders the word in thb place, ./U!t» 
metHiudeiUf and Bttitttliitts says that Achillas suggested tach 
eaute of fear to Priam^ to excuse bii lodging him in an extetioar 
pan of the tent The general import of the Greek word is sar- 
eastic, but here h signifies ratherui-to intimidate. See also Dacier. 

* Though Achilles, as we observed, in his late conference with 
Thetis, modestly waved all pretensions to superiority in cosncil, 
the attentioo paid bim as a counsellor by the principal persons of 
the army* is a sufficient proof that they at least had an exalted o* 
pinion of bis senatorial as well as of bis military talents. 
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But answer me with truth. How many days 
Would'st thou assign to the funereal rites 
Of noble Hector ? for so long I mean 
Myself to rest, and keep the host at home. 

Then thus the godiike king of Troy replied. 
Achilles ! If, thou grant me to complete 
My noble Hector's tomb, I shall account 
The favour great, and deem thee kind indeed. 
For we are prison'd, as ful( well thou know'st. 
In Ilium now, and fuel must procure 
From Ida's side remote ; fear, too, hath seiz'd 
On all our people. Therefore thi^s I say. 
Nine days we wish to mourn him in the house ; 
To his iutei*ment we would give the tenths 
And to the public banquet ; the eleventh 
Shall see us build his tomb ; and on the twelfth 
(If war we must) we will to war again. 

To whom Achilles, matchless in the race. 
My venerable friend, at thy request 
I grant this aUo ; the suspended war, 
Till twice six days be past, shall cease to rage. 

So saying, to dispel from Priam's mind 
All secret terrour, as a friend he sciz'd 
On his right hand, and grasp'd it at the wrist. 
Then in the vestibule the ancient king 

9 

And his grave herald slept, but Peleus' son 
In the intcriour tent, and at his side 
Briseis, with transcendent beauty adorn'd. 
Now all, all night, by gentle sleep subdued^ 
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Both gods and chariot-ruling warriors lay, . 
But not the benefactor of mankind, 
Hermes, employed in various musings deep 
How likeliest from amid the Grecian camp 
He might deliver by the guard unseen 
The king of Ilium ; at his head he stood 
In vision, and the senior thus bespake* 

Oh ancient king ! Achilles, it is true. 
Forbids thee not ; but fear'st thou, for that cause, 
No mischief here, that thou securely sleep'st 
With all thy foes around thee ? Thou hast given 
Much for redemption of thy darling son, 
But thrice that sum thy sons who still survive 
Must give to Agamemnon and the Greeks 
For thy redemption, should Achaia's host 
Once learn the truth, that thou art here alive. 

He ended ; at the sound alarm'd up sprang 
The king, and rous'd his herald. Hermes yok'd • 
Himself both mules and steeds, and through the camp 
All eyes eluding, whirl'd them to the plain. 

Then Hermes, soon as to the ford they came 
Of gulfy Xanthus from immortal Jove *M^>&0!*rli 
Descended, to th' Olympian summit soar'd, 
And safiron-vested morn illum'd the skies. * 
They, wailing, sought the city ; foremost went r« 
The chariot, then the litter with the dead. 
Nor warrior yet, nor cinctur'd matron knew • "fl'fen^A*^^ 
Of all in Ilium aught of their approach, T ^• 

Except Cassandra ; she, in feature fair yp^ ^'Y^ 

Vol. II. 53 
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As golden Venus, mounted on the hc^ffat 
Of Fergamus, her fattier iiwrt < ftj ogHitd 

Borne on his chariot-seat erect, and knew 

11k hefsld heard 8D ^ iM edMii(^ Tftgr ; 
Him also en his hier outstMdiM she fnofk^^ 

Whom the mules drew, Then^^hrieking, thFo' IhestieM 
Of Troyr she ran, tmd bud {iroch^'id the sight. 

Trojans of either sex ! if cVr ye saw, 
Deligfatedt Mector from the fight mumVI 
Troy's piMdest bMt, 49iM tMfa sflK^ ¥<ew htan 

She spake — at once, all ilium rush'd abroad, 
Female and HMdri by ssimniP'diat'dMaia'd 
All limits nrg^d, iaiid<iie8r the dty-gates 
Their sovereign met conducting home the daad. 
Then, foremost of '^Mri aH, the inoAier«qMieii 
And Hector's \^^fe, each rending as she ran 
Her tresscsi reached -the bier. Beneath his head 
Theihhhndsthe^ placQ $ the pco|)le weyi«ioiiiid. 
f^ll day, and to the going down of day 
They thus had moiirA^d 'the-dead before the^gatts. 
But Prkm, fWmi his chaHot, 'dins exciaim'd. 

Hence — let the litter pass ; for ye may weep 
Till tears. shaU<^, utat body meat libme* 

He said; they, opening, gave the litter way. 
Arriv'diwkhinSh&coyai hoiMe, thiy atretoh'd 
The breathless-Heotiir' on a mmptuooa bed» 
And singers plac'd beside 4iim, who should chaimt • 
The strain funeoeal rth^ with iiiangr • ^gioati 
The dirge began, andaliU, st every close, 
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The ftflMile tmn wkh many a groan replied^ 

Then, Hector'^ bfMtteons spousef between bp: hioids 

His head anstaMiig, wliik <lie 

Attentive heard, resum'd, herself, tlic strain. 

Myhen»j tliou test ftUcft in |iriaac of lifie^ 
Me leaving here a widow, and the fruit 
Of our iUp£iUd tovca, an lidpleas cbjild. 
Whom gfowB to manhood I despair to isee. 
For, ere that season, from her tg|pmost hgight 
PiTcipiialfd ahaU ttys iiiiQr bS^ 
Since thou hast perish'd, once her sure defence^ 
Faithful protector of her spotkaa wives* 
And an their little onea. ' Thoaa wives aUL aooft 
In Grecian barka capacious hence be borne, 
And I amoif; tbe rat* Bot thou, mgr ohildi 

Shalt either share my fate, ordain'd to drud^ 

Beneath some tyrant in a distant cliB>e» 

Or, seizing thy weak hand, aopie fiuioiisGfed^ 

Shall headlong hurl thee from tlie tower of Troy 
To a sad death whose brodier, it may dianoe. 

Whose fatlier, or whose sou, brave Hector sje^v, . , 
Forhe igi^ i^p^ fXlffCwm^ gW9i4.vH >ii 
Thy father, boy, bore never into fight ^ . ,r . . »• 
A milky 9iio4,,4i)4i9ir Uiat s^?»»|i(^ ca^wc bii jH * 
b fbw bewaSUria every bouse of Troy^ 
Sorrow unuUecablc thoii.li^istjQaus'd . .r ^. j 

Thy paraoitoi Jta^ v 

Largest bequest of misery, to whom, ^ 

Pyiog, tboH^Oi^jyt^ , , ^ > 
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Forth froin bed, nor gay%t me prodoiis wort 

To be remember'd day and night with tears.'* 

So epske she weefwig, utem her—kkmall 
Wyh sighs aocompuiied, and lier mmf^kixHt' 
With sobs the royal mother next begaa. • • • 
Hector! &r dearest of my sens Co mt^ ' 

Thee, living, must the gods have also lov'd 
Whose kiodnesa even in the bands of death 
Attends thee ; ibr wlnt son aoeVe of ours 
Achilles seiz'd besides, to Samos, him. 
Or Imbrasy or the dreaded Lemnian coast; 
Far o'er the barren deep, for sale he sent ; S 
But thee, poor victim of liis ruthless spear. 
Oft, at his wheels, around Patrodiis' tomb 
He dragg'd, as lie would waken into life 
His friend whom thiofu hadst skun--^yet still he stept. 
But thou, the frtshneas of a fragrant flower 
New-gathcr'd' hold*st, and more resemblest far 
Some youth whom Phobus wkh hb gentle shafts 

* There are lomy wlM^fad catiae of complaint in everjr tlung, 
* «nd ascribe every disappointmeDt either to the malice of foitune or 
of some unpropiiious dfiiy. Such persons spend their time in 
perpetual ninrmurings, and da noiliiiig but accuse their destuiy. 
If a ffiend of tbdrt dies ti|ently aud without uttering a syllable, 
that they lament at Andromache doei the death of Hector at 
diatance ; bm if be converse irith them in hb last moments, the 
' espres^n, whatever it werei b always preaent to thdr minds, 
and aerres as fuel to their allUction. 

Plutarch, de Consolat. ad Apoll. — C. 

^ Thib, uccurding to tUc Scholiast, is a probable sense of ?rf«fn 
INnft^Ue derives it i»t rm nmft wtp^wymm is ^ fsfsnw— >V. 



* 



Digitizeu by Coogle 



* 



Hath ptsrokLaft hom* thaii one m battle 

So spake the queen, exching in all heHti 
Som>w immeasiuabk, after whom 
Fair Helen, last, diiia kd die inooniibl choir. 

Hector ! hr dearest of my brothers here I 

Me godlike Pma to the flhom of Tnqr 

Scduc'd, and made me partner of his bed, 
But, Oh tiMt 1 had periah'd first at homei 
For dus, sinoe stoleQ fiom niy native land 
I wander'd hither, is the twentieth year,* 
Yet never heandl once hard apeeeh froni thee. 
Or taunt morose ; but if it ever chanc'd. 
That male or female of thy &ther'a house 
Bhm'd me, and even if faeradf the queen, 
(For in the king, whatever befell, I found 
AlwajB a ftther) thou haat interpoaVl 
Thy gentle temper and thy gentle speech 
To sooth th^m; therefoie, with a breakmg heart 
Thee and my wretched sdf at once I mourn. 
For other friend within the ample bounds 
Of ilium have I none, nor hope to hear 
Kind word again, with horrour view'd by alL 

* They arc called gentle shafts, because sudden death isal 
lended with no p:.in. — B. 8c C. 

• In order lo make this a true reckoning we mubt buppose that 
it cost ten years to assenible the powers of Greece, which added 
to the ten years of the biege will complete the number. It is a 
Urge allowance, but Helen's computation cannot be justified with- 
out it, since even Uiytaes was absent from Ithaca only twenty 
years, whose return cost him tCD after the icco^pliahfiient of 
Troy's deatructioii^V. 



So spako fibs weeping, and the countletis Uicoii| 
With grott«ifi|4M» wfaoii Pom thiiii aUnM^i. 

Yc Trojans, now bring fuel home, nor fear 
Close ambuaii of . tiM Greeks ; Acbiiies' idf 
Gave me, at mj dmftiwion from \sm flocti 
Assurance, that from hostile force secure 
We «haU raiBiB^ lUi the tii«lftii 4aM 

All, then, their mules and oxen to the wains 
Jom'.d speedily and uadei XUum'a walls 
Aflaembled ninbcfom ; nine wMe dagw Aef tiiPd 
Bringing much fuel home, and when the tenth 
Bright mom, with light far hmm kio4> mm/if 
Then, bearing nqbie Hector forth, mA idl 
Weeping profusely, on tiie pile aloft 
They plac'd Um, imd the fud fir'd beoeatb. 

But when Aurora, -daughter the d^wn, 
Reddeu'd the ea&t, then, throngiiig forth^ all Troy 
Encompaii'd aobk Hccstor^s pile anmnd* 
The whole vast multitude convened, with wpne 
They quench'd the pUe, nor any portkMi kft 
Unvisited, on wUd) die fire flria'd. 
His white bones, next, his brothers and his briends 
Collected, mourning and with many tears 
Watering their cheeks ; within a golden urn 
They plac'd them, which they veii'd with mimdes ligbt 
Of purple hue, then, delving, buried it, 
And with huge stones contiguous spread the ground. 
His tomb they pii'd in haste, while numerous spies 
Watdi'd lest 0ie Greeks should sally, and, the work 
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Now finished, in the royal house conven'd, 
A sumptuous bantjuet shar'd by Priam given. 

Such burial the illustrious Hector found.* 

^ Hector, according to a citation made by the Scholiast from 
Aristodemus, received honour from tl.e gods not only while be 
livedi but after death also. For the Thebans of ficeotia being 
afflicted either with a pestilence or some other great calamity) 
consulted the oracle concerning the means of deliverance, and re- 
ceived for answer that if they would transfer the bones of Hector 
from Troas to their own country and deposite them there in a place 
called Thk Sons of Jovb, the affliction should cease. Having 
complied with the admonition and being relieved accordingly, they 
held the hero in great honour, and in process of time distinguished 
the spot by a new name^ The Manifrstation of Hbctor. 
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